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(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

❖ New Peace Deal Between Armenia and Azerbaijan                               (Indian Express) 

Russia brokered a new peace deal between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the disputed region 

of Nagorno-Karabakh 

New Peace Deal 

• The deal is meant to end the military conflict between the two nations over the disputed 

region of Nagorno-Karabakh 

• It was signed by Russian President, Azerbaijani President and Armenian Prime Minister.  

• As per the new peace deal, both sides will now maintain positions in the areas that they 

currently hold. All military operations are suspended and Russian peacekeepers will be 

deployed along the line of contact in Nagorno-Karabakh and along the Lachin corridor that 

connects the region to Armenia. 

• This will mean a significant gain for Azerbaijan as it has reclaimed over 15-20% of its lost 

territory during the recent conflict. Further, under this agreement, all military operations 

are suspended. 

• Refugees and internally displaced persons will return to the region and the adjacent 

territories and the two sides will also exchange prisoners of wars and bodies. 

 



 
Nagorno-Karabakh: It is a landlocked region in the South Caucasus within the mountainous 

range of Karabakh. It is located between western Asia and Eastern Europe. It is internationally 

recognised as part of Azerbaijan, but most of the region is controlled by Armenian separatists. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, straddling western Asia and Eastern Europe, is internationally recognised as 

part of Azerbaijan but most of the region is controlled by Armenian separatists. It has been part 

of Azerbaijan territory since the Soviet era. 

When the Soviet Union began to collapse in the late 1980s, Armenia’s regional parliament 

voted for the region’s transfer to Armenia. But, the Soviet authorities turned down the 

demand. Years of clashes followed between Azerbaijan forces and Armenian separatists. 

While the area remains in Azerbaijan, it is governed by Armenians who declared it a republic 

called “Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast”. While the Armenian government does not 

recognise Nagorno-Karabakh as independent, it supports the region politically and militarily. 

Ethnic tensions from decades ago have a crucial role in the dispute. The Azeri’s claim that the 

disputed region was under their control in known history. Armenians maintain that Karabakh 

was a part of the Armenian kingdom. The disputed region has a majority Armenian Christian 

population, but it is internationally recognised as a part of Muslim-majority Azerbaijan. 

❖ National Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill 2020 (Source: Financial Express)  

The Union Government has finalised National Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill 2020 to 

replace the Indian Nursing Council Act 1947. 

At present, there are different undergraduate nursing examinations conducted by different 

medical institutes. This requires an aspirant to keep track of these throughout the year. 

Purpose of the Commission 

• The draft Bill replaces the Indian Nursing Council with a new body called National Nursing 

and Midwifery Commission.  

• This body would have representatives of the Centre and the states. 

• It would frame policies and regulate standards for the governance of nursing and midwifery 

education and institutions. 

• It would provide standards for nursing and midwifery faculty and clinical facility in teaching 

institutions. 

• It would frame policies and codes to ensure observance of professional ethics in nursing and 

midwifery profession. 



 
• Similar to the National Medical Commission, the proposed commission would have different 

boards to regulate UG and PG education. 

• It will asses and rate different institutions offering courses. 

• It proposes a common entrance test for undergraduate nursing courses that would 

integrate the system. It also proposes a National Exit test for the final year of the nursing or 

midwifery course, to ensure uniform quality. 

• A national register would be maintained to track all qualified and practicing nursing 

professionals. 

• It proposes a temporary licence for foreign nationals who are qualified nurses and midwives 

to practice in India. 

 

❖  AIM-Sirius Innovation Program 3.0                                                    (Source: The Hindu) 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and Sirius, Russia have launched ‘AIM–Sirius Innovation 

Program 3.0’ 

It is the first Indo-Russian bilateral youth innovation initiative that seeks to develop 

technological solutions (both web- and mobile-based) for the two countries through a 14-day 

virtual program for Indian and Russian schoolchildren. 

Atal innovation Mission (AIM) 

It was set up by NITI Aayog in 2016 to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship by 

creating institutions and programs that enhance innovation in schools, colleges, and 

entrepreneurs in general. 

❖ Food Coalition                                                                                  (Source: Indian Express) 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations has launched a “Food 

Coalition” 

Food Coalition 

It is a voluntary multi-stakeholder and multi-sector alliance which will support innovative 

initiatives to ensure global food access, increase the resilience of Agri-food systems and put 

them on a more sustainable course.  

The alliance was proposed by Italy and is led by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)        



 
Funding: The alliance involves a devoted trust fund and a web-based hub allowing participants 

to access a basket of project-focused information and data, as well as the funding and types of 

assistance needed for many on-the-ground projects. 

Technical Platform on the Measurement and Reduction of Food Loss and Waste: It is an online 

platform launched by FAO with the aim to reduce food loss and waste across the globe. 

FAO: It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat 

hunger. Headquarters: Rome, Italy. 

❖ WII Survey on Ganga River                                                                   (Source: The Hindu)  

The Wildlife Institute of India has released a survey on the Ganga River. The survey was 

conducted on behalf of the National Mission for Clean Ganga undertaken by the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. 

Highlights  

Increase in Biodiversity: 49% of the Ganges River is high on biodiversity with Gangetic Dolphins 

and Otters in the river have increased. This indicates that the pollution level in the river has 

decreased and the river is in a healthy state. 

Biodiversity Areas: 10% of the high biodiversity areas fall alongside national parks and 

sanctuaries such as Rajaji national park in Uttarakhand, Hastinapur wildlife sanctuary in UP and 

Vikramshila gangetic Dolphin sanctuary in Bihar. 

Wildlife Institute of India (WII): It was established in 1982 as an autonomous institution under 

the Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate change. It carries out wildlife research in areas 

of study like Biodiversity, Endangered Species, Wildlife Policy, and Wildlife Management among 

others. Headquarters: Dehradun, India 

❖ 20th SCO  Summit                                                                                                   (The Hindu)  

The 20th Summit of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Council of Heads of State was 

held under the chairmanship of Russia. 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):  It is a permanent intergovernmental international 

organisation founded in 2001 by Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and 

Uzbekistan. 

Members: China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

India and Pakistan were admitted to the SCO as permanent members in 2017. 



 
Observed States:  Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia. 

Secretariat: Beijing, China. 

Goals 

• Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states 

• Promoting effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technology, 

culture, education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, 

• Making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region 

• Moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international 

political and economic order. 

Heads of State Council (HSC): It is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO. It meets once 

a year and adopts decisions and guidelines on all important matters of the organisation. 

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS): It is a permanent organ of the SCO which serves to 

promote cooperation of member states against the three evils of terrorism, separatism and 

extremism. Headquarters: Tashkent, Uzbekistan 

❖ Mink                                                                                             (Source: Indian Express) 

Denmark which has recorded more than 55,000 cases of COVID-19 so far has also recorded over 

200 human cases infected with SARS-CoV-2 variants that are associated with farmed Minks. 

Mink: They are dark-colored, semi-aquatic carnivorous mammals of the family Mustelidae 

which also includes weasels, otters and ferrets. 

Significance: More than 50 million mink a year are bred for their fur mainly in China, Denmark, 

the Netherlands and Poland. Mink oil is used in some medical products and cosmetics as well as 

to treat, preserve and waterproof leather. 

Species: There are two extant species referred 

to as “mink”: the American mink and the 

European mink. 

The European mink is listed by the IUCN as 

Critically Endangered due to an ongoing 

reduction in numbers. 

 



 
 

❖ Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR) 2020 Conference        (Business Standard)                            

Prime Minister has chaired the Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR), with an aim to attract 

investment. 

Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR) 2020 conference 

It is an exclusive dialogue between leading global institutional investors, Indian business leaders 

and the highest decision-makers from the Government of India and Financial Market 

Regulators. 

Organized by: Ministry of Finance and the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) 

Focus for 2020:  Discussions around India’s economic and investment outlook, structural 

reforms and the government’s vision for the path to a USD 5 trillion economy by 2024-25. 

Highlights of the conference 

National Infrastructure Pipeline: Under it, India has an ambitious plan to invest USD 1.5 

trillion in various social and economic infrastructure projects, aimed for faster economic growth 

and alleviation of poverty in the country. 

India as safest investment hub:  Prime minister in this conference pitched India as the ideal 

destination and the country offered returns with reliability, demand with democracy, stability 

with sustainability and growth with a green approach. 

❖ Operation Thunder 2020                                                                (Source: Indian Express) 

India Customs intercepted an 18-tonne shipment of red sandalwood destined for the United 

Arab Emirates, during “Operation Thunder 2020” 

Operation Thunder: It is coordinated by the INTERPOL and the World Customs Organization 

(WCO) involving law enforcement agencies in 103 countries against environmental crime. 

World Customs Organization (WCO): It is an independent intergovernmental body established 

in 1952 to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations. Headquarters: 

Brussels, Belgium. 



 
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL): It is an intergovernmental organization 

established in 1923 with the aim to facilitate worldwide police cooperation and crime control in 

around 194 countries. Headquarters: Lyon, France 

❖ Over the Top (OTT) Platform under Regulation                                            (Source: PIB)  

Government has brought video streaming over-the-top (OTT) platforms under the ambit of the 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. These platforms were so far under the purview of the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

OTT platforms 

• It is a streaming media service offered directly to viewers via the Internet. Examples:  

Netflix, Amazon’s Prime Video, Hotstar and others. 

• Currently, there is no law or autonomous body governing digital content. 

• The central government’s move to bring the OTT platforms under the I&B Ministry will give 

the government control over the OTT platforms which were unregulated till now. 

Other platforms 

At present, the Press Council of India regulates the print media, the News Broadcasters 

Association (NBA) represents the news channels, and the Advertising Standards Council of India 

regulates advertising while the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) monitors films. 

❖  Production-Linked Incentive Scheme                                                               (The Hindu)  

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister has given its approval to introduce the 

Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for 10 key sectors 

Aim: To help encourage domestic manufacturing, reduce imports and generate employment. 

Features: Under the Scheme, companies will get incentives on incremental sales from products 

manufactured in domestic units. 

Implementation: The scheme will be implemented by the concerned ministries/departments. 

10 Key Sectors (and Implementing Ministry/Department) 

▪ Advance Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery: NITI Aayog and Department of Heavy Industries 

▪ Electronic/Technology Products: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

▪ Automobiles & Auto Components: Department of Heavy Industries. 

▪ Pharmaceuticals drugs: Department of Pharmaceuticals 



 
▪ Telecom & Networking Products: Department of Telecom 

▪ Textile Products (MMF segment and technical textiles): Ministry of Textiles 

▪ Food Products: Ministry of Food Processing Industries. 

▪ High Efficiency Solar PV Modules: Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

▪ White Goods (AC & LED): Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. 

▪ Steel: Ministry of Steel. 

Note: The above sectors will be in addition to the already notified PLI schemes in the following 

sectors: 

▪ Mobile Manufacturing and Specified Electronic Components: Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeiTY). 

▪ Critical Drug Intermediaries, Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients and Manufacturing of 

Medical Devices: Department of Pharmaceuticals. 

 

 

 


