
 

 

 

MAINS ANSWER WRITING 

TEST 1   

Time Duration: 90 Minutes                                                                                       Marks (50+75=125) 

NOTE: There are TEN questions. Answers to questions no. 1 to 5 should be in 150 words, 

whereas answers to questions no. 6 to 10 should be in 250 words. 

Q.1) Discuss the key differences between Nagara and Dravidian Style of Temple Architecture.                                                                           

(150 words)                                                                                                                         (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.2) “What began as a fight for religion ended as a war for Independence” Examine the 

statement in the light of Revolt of 1857. (150 words)                                                      (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.3) Buddhism and Jainism converge and diverge on many aspects and beliefs. Comment          

(150 Words)                                                                                                                        (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.4) Architecture, Art and Painting achieved new dimensions during Medieval Period in India. 

Discuss     (150 words)                                                                                                        (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.5)  Refugee Crisis is the global crisis of the decade. Comment (150 words)               (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.6) Battle of Normandy resulted in the Allied liberation of Western Europe from Nazi 

Germany’s control. Elucidate     (250 words)                                                                     (15 Marks)                                                                                                              

Q.7) Gupta Period is considered as Golden Age of Ancient India, though status of women 

deteriorated and declined. Examine    (250 words)                                                          (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.8) Destruction is necessary for Emergence. Examine the statement in the light of events 

from 18th century to Modern World. (250 Words)                                                           (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.9) Discuss the major limitations of the religious and social reform movements of modern 

India.   (250 Words)                                                                                                              (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

Q.10) Non – Cooperation and the Khilafat movement represented a new stage in the growth of 

the National Movement. Analyse     (250 words)                                                               (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

 

 



 

 
                              

MODEL ANSWERS 

NOTE: Model Answers are not the absolute Answers. They are provided to help students and 

make them understands about the attributes and dimensions of Answer Writing. 

Q.1) Discuss the key differences between Nagara and Dravidian Style of Temple Architecture.                                                                           

(150 words)                                                                                                                         (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

According to the Silpasastras, north Indian temples denote Nagara style of temple Architecture 

and those temples which are situated between the Krishna River denote the Dravidian Style. 

Hence they represent the Temple Architecture of Northern and Southern Region of the country. 

Key Differences 

Nagara Style of Temple Architecture Dravidian Style of Temple Architecture 

Nagara Style has multiple Shikharas 
 

The Dravidian style has 1 single Shikhara. 

      There are multiple towers In Dravidian Style, it is always a single tower. 

In Nagara Style, Central Tower is 
Curvilinear in shape 

In Dravidian Style, Central Tower is shaped like 
a Pyramid. The shape of the main temple 
tower known as Vimana in Tamil Nadu is like a 
stepped pyramid that rises up geometrically 
rather than the curving Shikhara of North 
India. 
 

The most prominent element is the 
Shikhara 

The most prominent element is the Gopuram. 

At the entrance of Sanctum Sanctorum; 
Ganga and Yamuna rivers are depicted in 
personified form 

In this style, temple boundaries are given high 
importance 

Pedestals are higher than the ground. Pedestals are at ground level in the Dravidian 
Style. 
 

Examples of Nagara Style Temples: 
Kandariya Mahadev Temple in Madhya 
Pradesh are Sun Temple at Modhera, 
Lakshman Temple of Khajuraho, Sun 
Temple at Konark 
 

Examples of Dravidian Style Temples: 
Kailashnath Temple at Kanchi, Temple of Shiva 
at Tanjore 
 



 

 
 

Q.2) “What began as a fight for religion ended as a war for Independence” Examine the 

statement in the light of Revolt of 1857. (150 words)                                                      (10 Marks)      

British Policy of Interference in social and religious matters of Indian Society like Religious 

Disability Act, 1850, Restrictions on wearing religious, caste and sectarian marks for sepoy’s 

beliefs already created discontent among people and sepoys of British Army.  

Reports of mixing of bone dust in Atta( flour) Introduction of Enfield rifle for which wrapping 

paper of cartridge has to bitten off was made of beef and pig fat gave thrust to discontent and 

finally the revolt broke out on 10 May 1857. Though the revolt started as a fight for religion 

and Sepoy Mutiny but it gave an opportunity for all other strata and section of society to join 

against the exploitation of British Rule.  

Revolt of 1857 is also knows as War of Independence as first time it gave the Notion of 

Nationalism to people’s of all the sections like peasantry, artisans, shopkeepers, civil servants 

and even zamindars came together against British Rule. Hindu-Muslim unity was one of the 

strong factor which united people. Bahadur Shah was given the symbolic leadership of the 

revolt to make it connect to all over India. Delhi, Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi emerged as the main 

centers of revolt which gave confidence to fight against the British. 

However, Revolt failed to spread on Pan India level especially in Southern and Eastern Part. 

Siding of Money Lenders and Zamindars made the revolt weak and focus of peasantry turned 

from fight against British exploitation to exploitation of Money lenders and the revolt which 

began as a fight for religion ended as a war of Independence soon in lack of leadership, unity 

and lack of modernized weapons against British. 

 

Q.3) Buddhism and Jainism converge and diverge on many aspects and beliefs. Comment          

(150 Words)                                                                                                                        (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

The school of Buddhism evolved in the eastern part of India in 563 BCE. More or less at the 

same time (in & around 550 BCE) another school, Jainism, with almost similar thoughts, was 

developing in the same part of India. Buddhism is centered upon the life and teachings of 

Gautama Buddha, whereas Jainism is centered on the life and teachings of Mahavira.  

Convergence of Buddhism and Jainism 



 

 
Origin: They have the common background of Aryan Culture. Both were the products of intellectual, 

spiritual and social forces of their age and therefore, both stood up as revolts against the 

prevalent Brahmanical religion. 

Karma: Both Buddhism and Jainism believe in the concept of karma, which is an attachment of 

positive and negative forces to the soul based on a person’s actions, beliefs, and spiritual 

attachments.  

God as Creator: Neither religion believes in God as the creator of the universe. They 

acknowledge all creation as being part of the universe’s divinity. As such, their holy texts are 

not considered the word of a god or sacred stories. 

Rejection of Vedas: Buddhism and Jainism rejected the notion of grand rituals along with the 

authority of the Vedas and the priestly class  

Teachings and Preaching’s: Both preached their religion in the common language of the people 

and discarded Sanskrit as the language of their early religious texts. The early Buddhist-texts 

were written in Pali and Jaina texts were written in Prakrit. 

Idea of Satya Ahimsa and Non Violence: Both Buddhism and Jainism also stressed the principle 

of non-violence against animals and they must also be given equal respect as one gives to a 

fellow human being 

Divergence of Buddhism and Jainism 

Soul: The Jaina concept of soul is different from that of Buddhism. Jainism believes that 

everything in nature, even stone and water has a soul of its own. Buddhism does not believe so. 

Concept of Ahimsa: The concept of Ahimsa (non-violence) is different in Buddhism as 

compared to Jainism. While Jainism emphasized it very much, Buddhism remained liberal in its 

interpretation 

Sin: Sin is not a concept in Buddhism whereas in Jainism it is defined.  

Salvation: According to Jainism, salvation is possible only after death while according to 

Buddhism it is possible during one’s own life if one is able to detach oneself completely from 

the worldly existence. 

 

Q.4) Architecture, Art and Painting achieved new dimensions during Medieval Period in India. 

Discuss     (150 words)                                                                                                        (10 Marks)                                                                                                            



 

 
 

Architecture 

The medieval period saw the synthesis of Persian and indigenous styles of architecture. It 

accommodated the local and regional cultural traditions and social requirements, economic 

prosperity, and religious practice of the time. 

New Dimensions and Features: 

• Arcuade style of architecture replaced the Trabeat style as arches and domes were 

introduced. 

• Islamic rulers introduced minars around mosques and mausoleums. 

• Mortar was used as a cementing agent during construction 

• Avoided use of humans and animals figures during architecture. 

• Calligraphy became used more compared to previous architectures where sculptures were 

used. 

• Architecture style used geometry for decorative patterns. Arabesque style became 

popular - This used geometrical vegetal ornamentation. 

Art and Painting 

During the period of Delhi Sultanate, mural painting has been reported from the royal palaces 

and royal bed-chambers and mosques. From the thirteenth century onwards, the Turkish 

Sultans of northern India brought with them important features of Persian court culture. 

Art and Paintings achieved new heights during the rule of Akbar and his successors brought 

revolutionary changes to painting and sensual illustrations. 

Features: 

• Illumination or individual miniatures replaced wall painting as the most vital form of art.  

• Use of vibrant colors such as peacock blue and red and were able to give three dimensional 

effects to paintings.  

• Paintings of birds and animals. 

• Depiction of natural elements like plants and animals in painting.  

However withdrawal of royal patronage to painting under Aurangzeb led to the dispersal of 

artists to different places in the country. This helped in giving rise to distinct schools of 

paintings, for example, Rajasthani and Pahari Schools. These works were painted on a small 

surface and were called miniature painting.  



 

 
 

Q.5)  Refugee Crisis is the global crisis of the decade. Comment (150 words)               (10 Marks)                                                                                                            

A refugee refers to a person who has been forced to flee their home country and sought 

safety beyond its borders. Individuals and families seek asylum and safe refuge 

because violence, persecution, war, or natural disaster forced to them flee their home 

country and sought safety beyond its borders. 

Seeking safety and a more secure life, people become refugees. Many find shelter in large 

settlements, often called refugee camps, run by the United Nations and humanitarian aid 

groups. 

In 2018, the number of people of concern to UNHCR, the UN’s Refugee Agency—refugees, 

internally displaced people—rose 3.5% over the year before, up to 70.8 million people. More 

than half of the world’s refugees came from three countries: Syria (5.5 

million), Afghanistan (2.5 million), and South Sudan (2.3 million) 

Recently, Rohingya community of Myanmar got displaced because of the difference in religious 

ideology and their segregation from the mainstream of the country. Apart from violence, war 

climate change, natural resources crisis, Fundamental Rights and Expression of freedom are 

new causes of the last decade which made people to move in search of a better life. 

Almost 90 per cent of the world’s refugees are hosted in developing countries. Eight countries 

host more than half the world’s refugees. Just 10 countries provide 75 per cent of the UN’s 

budget to ease and resolve their plight. The refugees also have an impact on the economy and 

society of their host nations. Large number of refugees can have a devastation impact on the 

host nation. They could be used by terrorist organizations, sex or slave trade etc., thus denial of 

basic human rights, disruption of global peace 

New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, 2016 is a major step to solve refugee crisis 

on global platform .193 members of the United Nations adopted the New York Declaration on 

Refugees and Migrants in 2016 but it is Non- binding in nature. 

It has to be accepted that there is a glaring failure in dealing with refugee problem at the global 

level. In order to deal not only UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) must be 

empowered with budgetary resources to tackle the problem at a war footing but also All states 

should put in place comprehensive refugee policy to avoid ad-hoc measures in line with the UN 

convention 

 



 

 
 

Q.6) Battle of Normandy resulted in the Allied liberation of Western Europe from Nazi 

Germany’s control. Elucidate     (250 words)                                                                     (15 Marks)     

Germany in the leadership of Hitler invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. Poland’s sovereignty 

was guaranteed by Britain and France. This caused the tension and triggered the second world 

war between the Axis Powers consisting of Germany, Italy and Japan on one side and the 

Allies – Britain, France, the Commonwealth countries, the United States and the Soviet Union 

on the other. 

Normandy landings or Operation, the D-day invasion, or Operation Neptune, was the landing 

operations of the Allied forces as part of Operation Overlord in World War II. The landings 

began on June 6, 1944, and they marked the beginning of the liberation of German-occupied 

Western Europe from Nazi control. The invasion involved a series of military beach landings 

along the coast of Normandy and has since been known as the largest seaborne invasion in 

history. The battle also involved a massive airborne invasion. 

Significance of Battle of Normandy  

• Prior to D-Day, the Allied forces’ access to Western Europe had been limited by the fall of 

France into the hands of the Nazis in 1940. This operation gave allied powers to ship across 

the English Channel and come ashore on the beaches of Normandy, on France’s northern 

coast. 

• It paved the way for allied powers to advance towards Germany via Belgium and via the 

Netherlands 

• By late 1944, all of northern France had been liberated, and by the following spring the 

Allies had defeated the Germans. The Normandy landings have been called the beginning 

of the end of war in Europe.  

• In March 1945 Allied troops had crossed the Rhine and reached the Ruhr valley, the 

heartland of Germany’s manufacturing production. 

Hence, Battle of Normandy or D-Day invasion is significant in history for the role it played in 

World War II. It marked the turn of the tide for the control maintained by Nazi Germany; less 

than a year after the invasion, the Allies formally accepted Nazi Germany’s surrender which 

resulted in liberation of Western Europe and finally end of world war on 2nd Sept 1945. 

Q.7) Gupta Period is considered as Golden Age of Ancient India, though status of women 

deteriorated and declined. Examine    (250 words)                                                          (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

 



 

 
 

The Gupta age which lasted from 320 AD to 550 AD has been called the ‘Golden Age of 

India’ because of the many achievements in the field of arts, science, and literature that 

Indians made under the Gupta’s.  

The prosperity under the Gupta’s initiated a period of splendid accomplishments in arts and 

sciences but the status of women deteriorated over the time in the Gupta Period. 

Gupta Period as Golden Age 

Art and Literature 

• Gupta rulers were patrons of art and literature. For example, Samudragupta was 

represented on his coins playing the vina and Chandragupta II is credited with maintaining 

nine luminaries in his court  

• During the Gupta age beautiful images of Buddha were fashioned at Sarnath and 

Mathura, and  Ajanta.  

• The Gupta age is remarkable for the production of secular literature. For 

example; Kalidasa  greatest poet of classical Sanskrit literature wrote 

Abhijnanashakuntalam  

• There was also an increase in the production of religious literature. The two great epics 

the Ramayana and the Mahabharata were almost completed by the fourth century AD. 

Science and Technology 

• In mathematics, a work called Aryabhatiya was written by Aryabhata in age. He also 

displayed an awareness of both the zero system and the decimal system.  

• The Gupta age craftsmen distinguished themselves by their work in iron and bronze. For 

example, iron pillar found at Mehrauli. 

Economy 

• Gupta age was full of economic prosperity. According to Chinese traveler Fa-hien 

 Magadha, the power centre of Gupta empire was full of cities  

• In ancient India, the Guptas issued the largest number of gold coins which were 

called ‘dinaras’ in their inscriptions. 

Status of Women: 

• Women could be educated in the arts (primarily in music and poetry). They were not, 

however, allowed to be educated in religious practices or read any sacred texts. 



 

 
• Over the duration of the Gupta Empire, there was a decline of the status of women, 

primarily because of the rise of a new, non-agricultural middle class. 

• Women were not allowed to own property, and anything that she did own could be 

considered the property of her husband and father. 

• At any given point in her life, a woman was always subject to the will of a man. 

• Child Marriage: Women were married at 6 or 7 years old. 

• The incidences of Sati were rare but they took place during the Gupta period. 

Gupta age did not witness much progress in the social development, for example the number 

of chandalas ( untouchables) increased and their condition worsened In this way the golden 

character of Gupta age can be accepted only in degrees not in absolute terms. 

 

Q.8) Destruction is necessary for Emergence. Examine the statement in the light of events 

from 18th century to Modern World. (250 Words)                                                           (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

NOTE: These types are questions open ended and give liberty to interpret and add as many 

dimensions based on the understanding and Interpretation. 

Framing of Answer may be in line: 

Political Order: Aristocracy and Monarchy – Voice of Rights -Democracy – Communism-

Socialism-Capitalism- Conservative to Liberalism-Neo Liberalism  

Economic Order:   Industrial Revolution- Capitalism-Socialism – Classical Economy- Market 

Economy, Licensed Economy-Liberalisation and Globalisation  

Societal Order: Political and Economic impacts and change of Societal Order –Renaissance-Civil 

War- Transformation of Society  

Linkage of all the three! 

 

Q.9) Discuss the major limitations of the religious and social reform movements of modern 

India.   (250 Words)                                                                                                              (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

British rule in India brought many changes to Indian social, political and economic life. 

Western education and modern ideas of liberty, democracy, equality and fraternity played an 

important role in the development of the reform movements in the country. The ideals of 



 

 
humanism and rationalism sought to bring the traditions and culture in conformity with the 

science, reason and modernity.  

Though the socio-religious reforms helped in awakening of the society by bringing Scientific 

and progressive thoughts there were many limitations also which can be summarized as: 

• Narrow social base: The reform movements could not give rise to a mass consciousness. As 

the modern ideals preached by the reformers could not percolate down to the masses. 

• Urban –Rural Divide: Their impact remained restricted to educated elite only the educated 

and urban middle classes, while the needs of vast masses of peasantry and the urban poor 

were ignored. 

• Illiteracy: Though the reformers tried to use vernaculars to a certain extent to spread their 

reform message, their reach was limited. Given the widespread illiteracy in rural areas and 

because of the absence of a modern and diversified communications network, the reform 

ideas could not reach to the rural audience. 

• Gender Divide: Though the early reformers fought against the indignities faced by women, 

efforts were limited in creating an equal space for women, along with men, in all the 

spheres of public life. Most of the efforts for women's emancipation were led by men, 

barring a few exceptions such as Savitri Phule. 

• Failed to Become Secular Movements: Religious movements failed to enter the phase of 

secular movements and continued in their old form appealing only to a particular religion 

• An overemphasis on religious and philosophical aspects of heritage, got somewhat 

magnified by insufficient emphasis on other important aspects science and technology, 

rationality and Humanity.  

However, the socio religious reforms laid down the foundation of progressive thoughts for 

women empowerment and modern thoughts based on rationality and humanity. These reforms 

also awakened people against the orthodox practices such as child marriage and caste system. 

Hence they were limited to some strata of society but it created impact to a larger section of 

society.  

Q.10) Non – Cooperation and the Khilafat movement represented a new stage in the growth of 

the National Movement. Analyse     (250 words)                                                               (15 Marks)                                                                                                            

It is recognised that the Khilafat and Non-cooperation movements were important milestones 

in the history of Indian nationalism. They initiated a new era of mass mobilisation and 

radically shaped the future of National Movement. 

Non-cooperation movement emerged in response to Jallianwala Bag massacre, Hunter 

Inquiry committee, Anti-Rowlatt movements whereas The Khilafat movement in India arose 



 

 
out of the sentiments of the Indian Muslims to protect the institution of the Khalifa in Turkey. 

In fact, it was the Khilafat Conference which earlier adopted the non-cooperation program.  

Hence, the discontent of the people was at peak and it gave the perfect platform for the launch 

of Khilafat and Non- Cooperation Movement. Cause of the Khilafat movement not only acted 

as a catalyst for the Hindu Muslim Unity but also acted as strong base of Nationalism and 

mass movement. 

• Mass movement: it was a truly mass movement where lakhs of Indians participated in the 

open protest against the government through peaceful means. Mass movement which saw 

active participation from peasants, mill workers etc. made this movement national in 

character opposed to previous elite movements. 

• Awareness of Rights Popularity of Congress: This movement established the popularity of 

the Congress Party among the people. As a result of this movement, people became 

conscious of their political rights. They were not afraid of the government. 

• Promotion of Khadi and Foreign Cloth Boycott: the Non - Cooperation Movement's most 

successful item was the foreign cloth boycott. A major form of the boycott was also the 

picketing of shops selling foreign cloth. Liquor shops were also picketing. 

• People started taking pride in their Indian Identity and promoted Swadeshi. 

• Participation of Students and Women in Boycott: It asserted political leaders of full support 

from people of all spheres i.e. lawyers, students, etc. Surrendering titles, resigning 

government posts, boycotting foreign goods were the highlights. 

Though the Movement was withdrawn by Gandhi Ji in response to the Chauri-Chaura Incident it 

was the first movement of such mass participation and gave some new Strategy and Methods 

which represented new growth in National Movement such as: 

• Struggle –Truce-Struggle By Gandhi Ji 

• Constructive Program Strategy 

 


