
 

 

IQRA	IAS	

UPSC	MAINS	TEST	SERIES	2020	

MOCK TEST - 1 

Q.1) Desalinization can be game changer in solving India's water crisis. Examine       (150 words) 

Q.2) Global Power axis and interest is shifting Eastward from the Pacific-Atlantic to Indian 
Ocean Region. Examine                                                                                                           (150 Words) 

Q.3) Appointment of Chief of Defence staff is a welcoming step towards long waited 
reform in defence sector. Discuss his role and importance considering today’s challenges 
of the National Security.                                                                                               (250words) 

Q.4) Refugee is the global crisis of this decade. Comment                                                (250 words) 

Q.5) Lord Dalhousie was the founder of Modern India. Comment                                  (250 words) 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



 

 

	

	

Model	Answers	(MOCK	TEST	-	1)	

NOTE: The following Model answers are provided to give an idea about Structure, Keywords, 
Flow of the answer. The content may vary from person to person. Hence the following are 
only model answers not the ONLY answers. 

Q.1) Desalinization can be game changer in solving India's water crisis. Examine       (150 words)  

Desalinization is the process of converting salt water into freshwater. The most prevalent 
technology in the world is Reverse Osmosis (RO).  Simply, a plant pumps in salty or brackish 
water, filters separate the salt from the water, and the salty water is returned to the sea and 
fresh water is sent to households.  

Desalinization can play an important role in solving the crisis of the regions going through the 
water crisis especially in Maharashtra, Rajasthan Gujarat and Tamilnadu. It is one of the major 
sources of Middle East countries and of west Asia.  

Potential and Advantages for India: 

Long Coastline:  India has a coastline of about 7000km which gives access to immense sea 
water. It will not only solve crisis of metropolitan cities along coastline but water can be made 
accessible to interior areas through pipeline network. 

Successful Pilot Project:  Government had set up two projects at Minjur, around 30 km north of 
Chennai, in 2010, and Nemmeli, 50 km south of Chennai, in 2013.Each supplies 100 million 
litres a day (MLD); together they meet little under a fourth of the city’s water. 

Challenges: 

• Technology and Plant Cost 
• Power:  Desalination plants are highly energy-intensive and capital intensive. Using coal to 

heat saline water means thousands of tons of carbon dioxide is produced in a 100 MLD 
plant. 

• Environmental Challenges: the discharge from desalination plants i.e. brine comprises 
about 5% salt whereas global seawater has 3.5% salt. 

• Pipeline Network 



 

 

Recently, NITI Aayog presented a report on the feasibility for the desalinization in India which 
recommended for research and development for alternative economic viable technology to 
desalinize water. 

Q.2) Global Power axis and interest is shifting Eastward from the Pacific-Atlantic to Indian 
Ocean Region. Examine                                                                                                (150 Words) 

 

Increasing clout of Asian powers in global geopolitics and West’s desire to expand its footprint 
in Indian Ocean region marks a shift in global power axis from west to East. Following reasons 
can be attributed behind this power shift: 

Economic: Eastern markets have huge potential when compared to saturated markets of West. 
According to a study by Price Waterhouse Coopers, India will become the second largest 
economy in the world by 2050 (PPP terms). 

Demographics and Market: Populations in Europe and Northern America will continue to shrink 
and age, while those in Africa and Asia are on the rise, getting younger and healthier at a rapid 
pace. It not gives export market for western world but also act as a catalyst for cheap labour. 

Moreover, non-state actors and cross-border flows increasingly pose challenges to Western 
states’ capacity for crisis management. Whether deliberately or indirectly in the pursuit of 
other goals, the West may undermine the already weakened rules-based international system 
and thereby accelerate the decline of the West's material and ideological hegemony. 

The Old Order, forged through the events of World War I, the Great Depression and World War 
II is coming to an end. This end brings a transition to new and uncertain constellation of power 
in international politics. Asian powers must not let Indian Ocean become a stage for power 
games as Atlantic was during Cuban Missile crisis and tread the path cautiously.  

Q.3) Appointment of Chief of Defence staff is a welcoming step towards long waited 
reform in defence sector. Discuss his role and importance considering today’s challenges 
of the National Security.                                                                                               (250words) 

The post of Chief of Defence Staff on the recommendation of Naresh Chandra committee was 
created to provide “effective leadership at the top level” to the three wings of the armed 
forces and to help improve coordination among them. Along with it, the Department of Military 
Affairs (DoMA) was created as the fifth department within the Ministry of Defence. 

The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is a high military office that oversees and coordinates the 
working of the three Services. The role of the CDS becomes critical in times of conflict. He 



 

 

offers seamless tri-service views and single-point advice to the Prime Minister on long-term 
defence planning and management including manpower, equipment and strategy. 

Role of Chief of Defence Staff 

• CDS acts as the permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee which will also have 
three service chiefs as members. His core function is be to foster greater operational 
synergy between the three service branches of the Indian military and keep inter-service 
frictions to a minimum. 

• He is also heading the newly created Department of Military Affairs (DoMA) in the Ministry 
of Defence. 

• The CDS will be the single-point military adviser to the Defence Minister on matters 
involving all three services and the service chiefs will be obliged to confine their counsel to 
issues pertaining to their respective services. 

• He will also perform an advisory role in the Nuclear Command Authority (NCA). 

Significance 

• The institution of a CDS is best justified by the importance of strategising for a robust and 
cost-efficient national defence policy. CDS would play in fostering inter-services integration 
in terms of budgeting, equipment purchases, training, joint doctrines and planning of 
military operations-an imperative of modern warfare. 

• India needs its theatre commands to be well organized.  India has mainly three theatres: 
Northern, Western and Southern to address the threats from China, Pakistan and the Indian 
Ocean, respectively. Presently when the challenges have a combination of border 
management, terrorism, climate change, volatile geo politics, government has to deploy 
military forces to all the fronts and covering all dimensions. Hence, there is a need for an 
expeditionary command to manage and coordinate all the three wings of armed forces. 

• From a defence policy perspective, the CDS presents us with the opportunity to optimize 
defence economics and make expenditure more effective Hence, CDS will help in making 
the best use of the national resources allocated to them. 

Also, in the 21st century, warfare is just not limited to conventional domains of Land, Marine 
and Air; it is now extended to Space, Cyber and Electromagnetic. In this context, the creation of 
CDS will not be a panacea, therefore India needs to carry out thorough reforms to upgrade its 
armed forces so that it can meet the security challenges of 21st-century. 

Q.4) Refugee is the global crisis of this decade. Comment                                           (250 words) 

A refugee refers to a person who has been forced to flee their home country and sought 
safety beyond its borders. Individuals and families seek asylum and safe refuge 



 

 

because violence, persecution, war, or natural disaster forced to them flee their home 
country and sought safety beyond its borders. 

Seeking safety and a more secure life, people become refugees. Many find shelter in large 
settlements, often called refugee camps, run by the United Nations and humanitarian aid 
groups. 

In 2018, the number of people of concern to UNHCR, the UN’s Refugee Agency—refugees, 
internally displaced people—rose 3.5% over the year before, up to 70.8 million people. More 
than half of the world’s refugees came from three countries: Syria (5.5 
million), Afghanistan (2.5 million), and South Sudan (2.3 million) 

Recently, Rohingya community of Myanmar got displaced because of the difference in religious 
ideology and their segregation from the mainstream of the country. Apart from violence, war 
climate change, natural resources crisis, Fundamental Rights and Expression of freedom are 
new causes of the last decade which made people to move in search of a better life. 

Almost 90 per cent of the world’s refugees are hosted in developing countries. Eight countries 
host more than half the world’s refugees. Just 10 countries provide 75 per cent of the UN’s 
budget to ease and resolve their plight. The refugees also have an impact on the economy and 
society of their host nations. Large number of refugees can have a devastation impact on the 
host nation. They could be used by terrorist organizations, sex or slave trade etc., thus denial of 
basic human rights, disruption of global peace 

New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, 2016 is a major step to solve refugee crisis on 
global platform .193 members of the United Nations adopted the New York Declaration on 
Refugees and Migrants in 2016 but it is Non- binding in nature and its objectives are to: 

• Ease the pressures on host countries and communities; 
• Enhance refugee self-reliance; 
• Expand third-country solutions; and 
• Support conditions in countries of origin for return in safety and dignity. 

It has to be accepted that there is a glaring failure in dealing with refugee problem at the 
global level. In order to deal not only UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) must be 
empowered with budgetary resources to tackle the problem at a war footing but also All 
states should put in place comprehensive refugee policy to avoid ad-hoc measures in line 
with the UN convention 

Q.5) Lord Dalhousie was the founder of Modern India. Comment                                (250 words) 



 

 

Lord Dalhousie belonged to an aristocratic family of Scotland. He was appointed Governor 
General of India in 1848 and functioned as the Governor-General of India from 1848-1856. 
Earlier he had served as the President of the Board of Trade.  Though his tenure is criticized for 
the Policy of Doctrine of Lapse, but on the other hand he also laid down the foundation of 
Modern India by introducing educational, social and modern reforms. The Major contribution 
of Lord Dalhousie can be summarized as: 

• Introduction of Railways 

Dalhousie introduced a new system of internal communication in India. He was the father of 
Indian Railways. He envisaged a network of railways connecting the main places with the ports 
and providing both for strategically needs and commercial development. The first railway line 
connecting Bombay with Thane was laid down in 1853.  

• Introduction of Electric Telegraph: 

 In 1852 Dalhousie introduced the Electric Telegraph System in India. The first telegraph line 
from Calcutta to Agra was opened in 1854, covering a distance of 800 miles. By 1857, it was 
extended to Lahore and Peshawar. In Burma a line was laid down from Rangoon to Mandalay. 
People could send message from one place to another place very easily by this telegraph 
system. 

• Establishment of Postal Department: 

The credit of establishing Postal Department also goes to Lord Dalhousie. A postal Department 
was established for the whole country. As a result of these reforms the post offices became the 
sources of revenue of the government. The people were benefited by the modern postal 
system. 

• Public Works Department: 

A separate Public Works Department was established by Lord Dalhousie. The Chief Works of 
this department was to construct roads, bridges and government buildings. Many bridges and 
canals were constructed and also the construction of Grand Trunk Road was taken up.  

• Educational Reforms: 

Lord Dalhousie had introduced a number of reforms in the field of education. In 1854, the 
wood’s dispatch was introduced during the tenure of Lord Dalhousie. It laid the foundations of 
modern education system. It recommended Anglo Vernacular Schools throughout the districts, 
Government Colleges in important towns and a University in each of the three Presidencies in 
India. 



 

 

Dalhousie’s special contribution was the construction of an engineering college at Roorkee 
and in other presidencies. He thus ranks as the father of technical education as distinct from 
professional education in India. 

• Social Reforms: 

Dalhousie abolished female infanticide which was prevalent among the Rajputs of higher 
castes. He also abolished the practice of human sacrifice practiced by the khonds of Orissa, 
Madras and Central Provinces  

Dalhousie passed the Religious Disability Act in 1850 which enabled the Hindu convert to 
inherit his ancestral property. Moreover, he also passed the Widow Remarriage Act in 1855 
which legalized the marriage of Hindu widows. 

Hence, Lord Dalhousie introduced many initiatives which laid down the foundation and vision 
of Modern India. Although, many of these initiatives were taken in consideration of the interest 
of British Empire but they proved to be beneficial in uniting people in the later part of National 
Movement. 

 

 

 


