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14th Dec – 20th Dec Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

 Sustainable Mountain Development Summit(SMDS)                                    (The Hindu) 

The 9th edition of Sustainable Mountain Development summit commenced in virtual mode on 

the occasion of International Mountain Day. 

Sustainable Mountain Development Summit (SMDS) was organized by Indian Mountain 

Initiative (IMI). 

Its objective is to deliberate on issues such as migration, water security, climate resilience and 

innovative solutions for the farm sector and disaster risk reduction in the Indian Himalayas. 

Conclusions and recommendations emerging from this exercise are pursued by IMI 

subsequently for actionable output. 

Theme: Emerging Pathways for Building a Resilient Post COVID-19 Mountain Economy, 

Adaptation, Innovation and Acceleration. 

Integrated Mountain Initiative (former Indian Mountain Initiative) is a civil society led 

network formed in 2011 with the objective of providing stakeholders from the states of the 

Indian Himalayan Region a platform to come together to discuss issues related to the 

development of the Himalayan region. 

 Climate Ambition Summit 2020                                                        (Source: Indian Express)  

The United Nations, United Kingdom and France co-hosted the Climate Ambition Summit 

2020 which was held virtually recently. Indian Prime Minister has addressed the Climate 

Ambition Summit 2020. 

Climate Ambition Summit has been organized virtually to mark the five years of the adoption 

of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

The summit aims to bring together leaders to make new commitments to tackle climate 

change and deliver on the goals of the Paris Agreement. 
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Highlights the summit 

The United Kingdom pledged to double its climate finance contribution to USD 15.5 billion over 

the next five years. The European Investment Bank announced a goal of 50% of investments 

going toward the climate and environment sectors by 2025. 

It also called for climate finance commitments to support the most vulnerable and ambitious 

adaptation plans and underlying policies.  

According to Indian Prime Minister, India is not only on track to achieve its Paris Agreement 

targets, but to exceed them beyond expectations: 

 India has reduced its emission by 21% over 2005 levels. 

 India’s Renewable energy capacity is the fourth largest in the world. It will reach 175 

Giga Watts before 2020. 

 India has also managed to grow its solar capacity from 2.63 Giga Watts in 2014 to 36 

Giga Watts in 2020. 

Paris agreement: It was adopted at the UNFCCC COP21 held in Paris in 2015.It aims to keep 

global temperature rise in the 21st century well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 

levels and pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius 

 Plasmodium Ovale      (P Ovale)                                                                          (The Hindu) 

A not very common type of malaria, Plasmodium ovale, has been identified in a soldier in 

Kerala. The soldier is believed to have contracted it during his posting in Sudan, from where he 

returned nearly a year ago, and where Plasmodium ovale is endemic. 

It is caused by the bite of the female Anopheles mosquito, if the mosquito itself is infected with 

a malaria parasite.  

There are five kinds of malarial parasites: 

 Plasmodium falciparum 

 Plasmodium vivax (the commonest ones) 

 Plasmodium malariae 

 Plasmodium ovale 

 Plasmodium knowlesi 
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P ovale is very similar to P vivax and the treatment modality is the same as it is for a person 

infected with P vivax. P ovale malaria is endemic to tropical Western Africa. It is relatively 

unusual outside of Africa and where found, comprises less than 1% of the isolates. 

In India, out of 1.57 lakh malaria cases in the high-burden states of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Meghalaya and Madhya Pradesh in 2019, 1.1 lakh cases (70%) were cases of 

falciparum malaria. 

According to the World Malaria Report 2020, cases of Malaria in India dropped from about 20 

million in 2000 to about 5.6 million in 2019 

 Myristica Swamp Treefrog                                                                          (Times of India) 

Myristica swamp tree frog has been recorded for the first time in the Vazhachal Reserve 

Forest in Kerala’s Thrissur district. It is a rare arboreal species endemic to the Western Ghats. 

It is a rare arboreal species endemic to the Western Ghats. These frogs are rare and elusive for 

the reason that they are arboreal and active only for a few weeks during their breeding season. 

During this season, there is a large aggregation of males that descend from the high canopy of 

the trees. The males vocalise in groups from the low perches in the swamps. They exhibit 

unique breeding behaviour. The breeding season, unlike for other frogs, starts in the pre-

monsoon season (May) and ends before the monsoon. 

They spend the majority of their lives in trees. 

  Himalayan Serow                                                                                        (Source: Express) 

Himalayan serow has been sighted for the first time in the Himalayan cold desert region in 

Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. 

Himalayan serow is a subspecies of the mainland serow (Capricornis sumatraensis).It resembles 

a cross between a goat, a donkey, a cow, and a pig. 

There are several species of serows and all of them are found in Asia. They are found at 

altitudes between 2,000 meters and 4,000 meters (6,500 to 13,000 feet).They are known to be 

found in eastern, central, and western Himalayas but not in the Trans Himalayan region. 

Himalayan serows are herbivores animals. 

IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 
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 INS Himgiri                                                                                                    (Source: Hindu) 

INS Himgiri, the first of the three Project 17A ships was launched by the Indian Navy. 

INS Himgiri is an indigenous stealth frigate being built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 

Engineers Limited (GRSE) under Project 17A for the Navy. 

Project 17A or Nilgiri-class frigate is follow-on of the Project 17 Shivalik-class frigate for the 

Indian Navy. A total of seven ships are being built, four at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited 

(MDL) and three ships at GRSE. 

P17A ships are the first gas turbine propulsion and largest combat platforms ever built at GRSE. 

 BSNL and Satellite based IOT                                                    (Source: Business Today)  

BSNL has launched the world’s first Satellite-Based Narrowband IoT (Internet of Things) 

Network in partnership with Skylotec India. 

Narrowband Internet of Things (IoT) is a standards-based low power wide area (LPWA) 

technology developed to enable a wide range of new IoT devices and services. 

Advantages 

 very low power consumption 

 excellent extended range in buildings and underground 

 easy deployment into existing cellular network architecture 

 network security & reliability 

 Lower component cost 

Internet of Things (IoT) describes the network of physical objects “things”, that are embedded 

with sensors, software and other technologies for the purpose of connecting and exchanging 

data with other devices and systems over the internet. 

 Lancet Citizens’ Commission on Reimagining India’s Health System          

Recently, the Lancet Citizens’ Commission on Reimagining India’s Health System has been 

launched online which is a step towards achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in India. 
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It is a first-of-its-kind participatory, countrywide initiative, in collaboration with world’s 

leading health journal The Lancet and the Lakshmi Mittal and Family South Asia Institute, 

Harvard University. 

Its Objective is to enable participatory public engagement to develop a citizens’ blueprint for 

the implementation of UHC. 

 To lay out the path to achieving UHC in India in the coming decade 

 To formulate a roadmap for realising a resilient health system that offers accessible, 

inclusive, and affordable quality health care to all citizens in India 

 To gather insights from across India through grassroots surveys, public consultations 

and online discussions 

 To build partnerships and work closely with academic institutions, civil society and other 

stakeholders to catalyse dialogue and knowledge sharing across fields. 

 

 Scheme for approval of Hygiene Rating Audit Agencies                            ( Source: PIB) 

Quality Council of India (QCI) at the behest of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) has launched a “Scheme for approval of Hygiene Rating Audit Agencies”. 

Its objective is to scale up Hygiene Rating by increasing the number of recognised Hygiene 

Rating Audit Agencies in the country 

Food Hygiene Rating Scheme is a certification system by FSSAI for food businesses supplying 

food directly to consumers, either on or off premise. The food establishments are rated based 

on food hygiene and safety conditions observed at the time of audit. 

Quality Council of India (QCI) was set up in 1997 jointly by the Government of India and the 

Indian Industry to establish and operate national accreditation structure and promote quality 

through National Quality Campaign. 

 Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce & Industry 

is the nodal department for QCI. The Chairman of QCI is appointed by the Prime Minister on 

the recommendation of the industry to the government. 

FSSAI is a statutory, autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare. It is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and 

supervision of food safety. 
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   India Water Impact Summit                                                                            (Source: PIB)  

India Water Impact Summit, held recently, saw many experts from India and abroad sharing 

their insights on the topic of conservation and development. 

India Water Impact 2020 is a five-day long summit. Experts and academicians from all over the 

world discuss and debate issues related to water conservation, water security and river 

rejuvenation during the summit. 

The summit has been organised by the National Mission for Clean Ganga and Center for Ganga 

River Basin Management and Studies  

Its aim is to bring together various stakeholders to discuss debate and develop model 

solutions to some of the biggest water related issues in the country. 

During the event, Norwegian Institute of Bio-economy Research signed MOU with Ganga (think-

tank of NMCG) for development of sludge management framework in India. 

Theme: “Arth Ganga: River Conservation Synchronised Development” 

NMCG is the implementation wing of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management of River Ganga (referred as National Ganga Council).It was established in the year 

2011 as a registered society under Societies Registration Act, 1860 

 Dakpay                                                                                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Department of Posts (DoP) and India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) have unveiled a new digital 

payment app ‘DakPay’. 

DakPay is launched to facilitate easy digital transactions and other banking services through 

the trusted Postal (‘Dak’) network across the nation to cater to the financial needs (‘Pay’) of 

various sections of the society. 

The App is launched as part of its ongoing efforts to provide Digital Financial inclusion at the 

last mile across India. 

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has been established in 2018 under the Department of Posts, 

Ministry of Communication with 100% equity owned by Government of India. Its mandate is to 

remove barriers for the unbanked & under-banked and reach the last mile leveraging the Postal 

network. 
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     Human Freedom Index 2020                                                                        (The Hindu) 

The Human Freedom Index 2020 has been jointly released by Fraser Institute in Canada and 

the Cato Institute in the United States. 

The index presents a broad measure of human freedom, understood as the absence of coercive 

constraints. It uses a 0 to 10 scale to measure personal freedom based on parameters such as 

rule of law, safety and security, identity and relationships, freedom of movement, economic 

freedom, ability of individuals to make their own economic decisions without government or 

crony interference. 

New Zealand has topped the index followed by Switzerland and Hong Kong. India has been 

placed at the 111th spot out of 162 countries. The index put China at 129 ranks, Bangladesh at 

139 and Pakistan at 140. Further, the three least-free countries in descending order are 

Venezuela, Sudan and Syria. 

    CMS-01 Satellite                                                                                  (Source: The Hindu) 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has launched the country’s 42nd communication 

satellite named CMS-01. 

CMS-01 is a communication satellite launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) on board the PSLV-C50.This satellite is a replacement of GSAT-12. 

It is envisaged to provide services in the Extended-C Band of the frequency spectrum whose 

coverage will include the Indian mainland, Andaman-Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands. The 

satellite is expected to have a mission life of more than seven years. 

  Champions of the Earth Awards                                                           (Source: Live mint) 

UN Environment Program (UNEP) has announced the winners of the 2020 Champions of the 

Earth award. 

Champions of the Earth award were launched in 2005 by the United Nations Environment 

Program (UNEP).It is the UN’s highest environmental honour. 

It recognizes outstanding individuals and organizations from the public and private sectors and 

from civil society whose actions have had a transformative positive impact on the environment. 

The award recognizes laureates in the following categories: 
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 Lifetime Achievement 

 Policy Leadership 

 Action and Inspiration, 

 Entrepreneurial Vision  

 Science and Innovation 

 

 GRIHA Summit 

 Vice President of India has virtually inaugurated the 12th GRIHA (Green Rating for Integrated 

Habitat Assessment) Summit. 

GRIHA Summit: It is the annual flagship event organized by GRIHA Council in association with 

key stakeholders in the construction industry to discuss and deliberate on furtherance of 

Sustainable Habitat Development in India. 

Theme: “Rejuvenating Resilient Habitats” 

Building Fitness Indicator (BFI) is a self-assessment online tool launched by GRIHA Council to 

assess safety and hygiene standards for workplaces in India. 

GRIHA is an independent, not-for-profit society jointly setup by The Energy and Resources 

Institute (TERI) and the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). It evaluates the 

environmental performance of a building holistically over its entire life cycle, based on 

quantitative and qualitative criteria, thereby providing a definitive standard for green buildings 

and sustainable habitats. 

 Currency Watch List                                                                                             (The Hindu) 

The United States has added India along with Taiwan and Thailand to the ‘monitoring list’ of 

currency manipulating countries that includes major trading partners like China and six others. 

The US Treasury department defines currency manipulation as when countries deliberately 

influence the exchange rate between their currency and the US dollar to gain unfair 

competitive advantage in international trade. To be labeled a manipulator by the U.S. Treasury, 

countries must: 

 A significant bilateral trade surplus with the US which is at least USD 20 billion over a 12-

month period  

 Foreign currency intervention exceeding 2% of gross domestic product and 

 Global current account surplus exceeding 2% of GDP. 
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Once a country is designated as a currency manipulator by the U.S., the next step taken by the 

US government is to seek negotiations with the government accused of manipulation 

USA lists those countries which it feels are engaging in unfair currency practices by deliberately 

devaluing their currency against the dollar. The US Department of Treasury releases the semi-

annual report where it has to track developments in international economies and inspect 

foreign exchange rates. 

Lowering the value of its currency provides an unfair advantage to that particular country over 

others.  This is because the devaluation would reduce the cost of exports from that country and 

artificially show a reduction in trade deficits as a result. 

 

 

 

 


