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 Global Conference on   Criminal Finances and Crypto- currencies                            

(The Hindu) 

 

 4th Global Conference on Criminal Finances and Crypto currencies was organised by 

Working Group on Crypto currencies and Money laundering virtually. 

 Working Group on Crypto-currencies and Money Laundering was established by the 

Interpol, Europol and the Basel Institute on Governance in 2016 

 The conference aims to shape international cross-sector solutions against the criminal use 

of crypto-currencies. Representatives from law enforcement and the judiciary, Financial 

Intelligence Units (FIUs), international organisations and the private sector have met 

virtually. 

 The conference underlined the need to expand capabilities on ways to probe virtual assets 

and regulate virtual asset service providers to prevent money laundering. 

 The conference’s agenda included trends and investigations on crypto-currency related 

offences, exploring criminal flows and operations in the dark markets, ransom ware and 

extortion case studies, money laundering involving virtual assets, and the transfer of drug 

proceeds using crypto - currencies. 

 

 National Portal for Transgender Persons                                           (Source: The Hindu)  

 

 Recently, Union Social Justice & Empowerment ministry has e-launched a ‘National Portal 

for Transgender Persons’. 

 The Portal would help a transgender person in applying for a Certificate and Identity card 

digitally from anywhere in the country. 

 The most important benefit is that it helps the transgender person to get the I-Card without 

any physical interface and without having to visit any office. 

 The applicant can download them from the Portal itself, once the Certificate and I-card are 

issued. 



 
 The right to self-perceived gender identity and the procedure to issue the Transgender 

certificate and Identity card has been defined in the Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Rules. 

 

 One Health Global Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)              

(Source: Indian Express) 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

World Health Organization (WHO) have launched a global group called ‘One Health Global 

Leaders Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)’ 

It aims to harness the leadership and influence of world-renowned figures to catalyze global 

attention and action to preserve antimicrobial medicines and avert the disastrous 

consequences of antimicrobial resistance. 

Objective:  

 To monitor the global response to antimicrobial resistance 

 To provide regular reports on the science and evidence related to AMR to the UN member 

states 

 To advocate for the inclusion of AMR ‘lens’ in investments on agriculture, health, 

development, food and feed production and 

 To push for multi-stakeholder engagement on the AMR issue. 

It is a 20 member group comprising heads of government, ministers, leaders from private 

sector and civil society. It is co-chaired by the Prime Minister of Barbados and Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh. 

The group will meet twice a year. 

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR): It occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites resist the 

effects of medications making common infections harder to treat and increasing the risk of 

disease spread, severe illness and death. 

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE): It is an intergovernmental organisation created in 

1924 for improving animal health worldwide. It is also recognised as a reference organisation by 

the World Trade Organization (WTO).Headquarters: Paris, France. 

FAO: It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat 

hunger. Headquarters: Rome, Italy. 



 
 

 Bio – Terrorism                                                                                 (Source: Indian Express) 

A Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health in its report “The Outbreak of Pandemic 

COVID-19 and its Management” has called for formulating effective laws to counter Bio-

Terrorism. 

Bioterrorism a terrorism involving the intentional release or dissemination of biological agents, 

these agents are bacteria, viruses, insects, fungi, or toxins, and may be in a naturally occurring 

or a human-modified form, in much the same way in biological warfare. Bioterrorism attacks 

could result in an epidemic, for example if Ebola or Lassa viruses were used as the biological 

agents. 

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC): It opened for signature in 1972 and 

entered into force in 1975.It is the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the production 

of an entire category of weapons. 

Obligations: The treaty bans the development or acquires or transfers of biological agents or 

toxins that have no justification for peaceful uses and weapons or equipment designed to use 

such agents or toxins for hostile purposes. 

Parties: It currently has 183 states. India signed the convention in 1973. 

 SDG Investor Map for India                                                                   (Source: The Hindu)  

Recently Union Minister of Commerce & Industry has unveiled the SDG Investor Map for 

India. Invest India has partnered with United Nations Development Program India to develop 

the first-ever 'SDG Investor Map for India'. 

 It is aimed at laying out 18 Investment Opportunities Areas (IOAs) in six critical SDG enabling 

sectors that can help India push the needle forward on Sustainable Development. 

 The observations from the map present a strong case for investing in SDG enabling sectors 

and IOAs, bridging the gap between high-level development targets and the need for 

commercially viable returns. 

 Priority Sectors: The map has identified 18 IOAs across 6 Priority Sectors including 

Education, Healthcare, Agriculture and Allied Services, Financial Services, Renewable Energy 

and Alternatives, and Sustainable Environment. 

Invest India: It was set up in 2009 as a non-profit venture under the Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. It is the National 



 
Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency of India and acts as the first point of reference 

for investors in India. 

Key highlights of the SDG Investor Map are as follows 

 Nearly 50% of the shortlisted IOAs have historical investments that have yielded IRRs in 

excess of 20%. 

 84% of the IOAs have investment timeframes ranging from the short term (less than 5 

years) to the medium-term (between 5- 15 years). 

 Of the 18 IOAs identified, 10 are already mature investable areas that have seen robust 

Private Equity and Venture Capital activity, and feature companies that have been able to 

unlock scale and demonstrate profitability. 

 The remaining eight IOAs are emerging opportunities, which have seen traction from early-

stage investors. 

 The map has also identified eight White Spaces, which have seen investor interest and have 

the potential to grow into IOAs within a 5-6-year horizon. 

 

 Climate Change Knowledge Portal                                                                  (Source: PIB)  

Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched the India Climate Change 

Knowledge Portal. 

Climate Change Knowledge Portal will be a single point Information resource which provides 

information on the different climate initiatives taken by various Line Ministries enabling users 

to access updated status on these initiatives. 

The eight major components included in the portal are: India’s Climate Profile; National Policy 

Framework; India’s NDC goals; Adaptation Actions; Mitigation Actions; Bilateral and Multilateral 

Cooperation; International Climate Negotiations and Reports & Publications. 

 Honey FPO Program                                                                               (Source: The Hindu) 

 

 Agriculture Ministry has launched five Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) for 

producing honey. These FPOs would be set up with the help of National Agricultural 

Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED). 

 5 FPOs - East Champaran (Bihar), Morena (Madhya Pradesh), Bharatpur (Rajasthan), 

Mathura (Uttar Pradesh) and Sunderbans (West Bengal) 

 Through these FPOs, NAFED would help bee-keepers and honey collectors in branding, 

collective marketing, and also explore overseas markets for them. 



 
 

 New Guidelines by Ministry of Environment and Forest  For Projects                                                                             

The Ministry of Environment and Forests has issued fresh guidelines to accelerate 

environmental appraisal of projects. 

 All Expert Appraisal Committees (EAC) have to meet twice every month to fast-track the 

process of granting approvals. 

 Environment clearance proposals that had been submitted 10 days before the EAC meetings 

would also have to be appraised. This deadline was 15 days earlier. 

 Expert appraisal committees (EAC): It exists at the Union as well as state levels (state expert 

appraisal committee or SEAC) to advise the government on environmental clearance of 

development projects. 

 Role of EAC: They advise on whether a proposed project beyond a certain size ought to be 

commissioned and recommend ways to mitigate the potential environmental impact. Their 

advice is critical to the MoEF’s eventual decision to either clear or red flag a project. 

 

     Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC)     (Source: Indian Express) 

 

 It was established in 2014 and is the nodal centre for maritime security information 

collation and dissemination which is located at Gurgaon, Haryana 

 It is jointly operated by the Navy and Coast Guard and is the cornerstone of the National 

Command Control Communication and Intelligence Network for monitoring maritime 

traffic in India’s area of interest. 

 Its objective is to facilitate exchange of maritime security information among various 

national stakeholders and generate a common operational picture. However, IMAC tracks 

only non-military or commercial ships known as white shipping. Military ships or grey hull 

ships are tracked by Directorate of Naval Operations as this is on a classified network. 

 

 Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network e-VIN                                            (Source: PIB)  

Government is using eVIN in association with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

to identify primary beneficiaries and distribution networks for its Covid-19 vaccination program 

in India. 

Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) is an indigenously developed technology that 

digitises vaccine stocks and monitors the temperature of the cold chain through a smart phone 

application. 



 
 The innovative eVIN was first launched in 2015 to support better vaccine logistics 

management at cold chain points. 

 It is being implemented under National Health Mission (NHM) by Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. 

 

 Cyclone Nivar                                                                                          (Source: The Hindu)  

 

 It is a severe cyclone made a landfall in the Southwest region of the Bay of Bengal off Tamil 

Nadu coast. 

 Nivar is the third name to be used from the new list of names for North Indian Ocean 

Cyclones released in 2020.It was suggested by Iran. 

Tropical Cyclones: These are storms that originate and intensify over warm tropical oceans. 

They are intense low pressure areas with very strong winds circulating around it in anti-

clockwise direction in the Northern Hemisphere and in clockwise direction in the Southern 

Hemisphere. 

 In 2000, the World Meteorological Organisation and United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific have agreed on a formula to assign names to tropical 

cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. 

 The members which come under the region are Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, 

Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand. In 2018, five more countries were added which are 

Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Yemen. 

 The members’ names are listed alphabetically country-wise starting with Bangladesh 

followed by India, Iran, and Maldives and so on. 

 

 NITI Aayog on National Nutrition Mission                                                (Source: Hindu)                                                                                     

NITI Aayog has released a progress report on the National Nutrition Mission or the Poshan 

Abhiyaan 

Poshan (Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) Abhiyan is Government 

of India’s flagship program launched in 2018 to improve nutritional outcomes for children, 

pregnant women and lactating mothers with specific targets to be achieved by 2022. 

It aims to reduce stunting and wasting by 2% per year (total 6% until 2022) among children and 

anemia by 3% per year (total 9% until 2022) among children, adolescent girls and pregnant 

women and lactating mothers. 



 
Key Highlights from the report 

 Targets on Stunting: India’s targets on stunting are conservative as compared to the global 

target defined by the World Health Assembly (WHA) which is a prevalence rate of 5% of 

stunting as opposed to India’s goal of reducing stunting levels to 13.3% by 2022.  

 Complementary Feeding: There is a need to lay emphasis on complementary feeding as it 

does on breastfeeding which can help avert 60% of the total stunting cases in India. 

 Improve Sanitation: The report recommends improved water, sanitation, hand washing 

with soap and hygienic disposal of children’s stools as other interventions which could help 

avert a quarter of the stunting cases. 

 Targets on Anaemia: The target of reducing prevalence levels of anaemia among pregnant 

women from 50.3% in 2016 to 34.4% in 2022 and among adolescent girls from 52.9% in 

2016 to 39.66% is also considered to be conservative as compared to the WHA’s target of 

halving prevalence levels. 

 

 Sanitation and Hygiene Fund                                                       ( Source: Indian Express) 

The United Nations has launched the Sanitation and Hygiene Fund 

Its aim is to provide accelerated funding to countries with the heaviest burden of diseases 

stemming from lack of sanitation services and have the least ability to respond to them. 

The objectives of the Fund are: 

 Expanding household sanitation 

 Ensuring menstrual health and hygiene 

 Providing sanitation and hygiene in schools and healthcare facilities 

 Supporting innovative sanitation solutions 

The fund is hosted by the UN Office for Project Services, which provides technical advice and 

project implementation to the UN and its partners. 

Progress on drinking water, sanitation and hygiene: 2000-2017: Report was released by UNICEF. 

It has found that significant progress was made toward achieving universal access to Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH). However, an estimated four billion people worldwide still do 

not have access to safely managed sanitation service. 

 Pilibhit Tiger Reserve      - TX2 Award                                                                              

 



 
 

Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR) and the Uttar Pradesh Forest department have bagged the first-

ever international award, TX2 for doubling the number of tigers in four years (25 in 2014 to 

65 in 2018) against a target of 10 years. 

 Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR): It is situated in Uttar Pradesh forming part of the Terai Arc 

Landscape in the upper Gangetic Plain Bio geographic Province. It was declared as a tiger 

reserve in 2008. 

 The northern edge of the reserve lies along the Indo-Nepal border while the southern 

boundary is marked by the river Sharada and Khakra. 

Tx2 program: It is an initiative of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) launched at the 2010 

St Petersburg Tiger Summit. Under this program, all 13 tiger range governments have 

committed to double the number of wild tigers by 2022. 

13 tiger range countries: India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam. 

WWF: It is an international non-governmental organization founded in 1961 to stop the 

degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in 

harmony with nature. Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 

 

 


