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28th Dec – 03th Jan Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

 Light House Project                                                                                              (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Prime Minister has laid the foundation stone of Light House Projects (LHPs) 

at six sites across six states in the country. 

Light House Projects (LHPs) are model housing projects with houses built with shortlisted 

alternate technology suitable to the geo-climatic and hazard conditions of the region. 

The Light House Projects (LHPs) showcase the best of new-age alternate global technologies, 

materials and processes in the construction sector for the first time in India at such a large 

scale.  

The projects are being constructed under Global Housing Technology Challenge-India (GHTC-

India) at six sites across six states namely Indore (Madhya Pradesh), Rajkot (Gujarat), Chennai 

(Tamil Nadu), Ranchi (Jharkhand), Agartala (Tripura) and Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh). 

About 1,000 houses at each location are to be constructed in a year, using six distinct 

technologies from a basket of 54 such technologies shortlisted under the GHTC-India. 

These projects will demonstrate and deliver ready to live houses at an expedited pace within 

twelve months as compared to conventional brick and mortar construction and will be more 

economical, sustainable, of high quality and durability. 

The Prime Minister will also release a certificate course on innovative construction technologies 

named NAVARITIH (New, Affordable, Validated, Research Innovation Technologies for Indian 

Housing) and a compendium of 54 innovative housing construction technologies identified 

through GHTC-India.  

GHTC-India was launched in 2019 by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under the 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban (PMAY-U) 

Its aim is to transform the ecosystem of the housing construction sector in India through 

lighthouse projects built using advanced proven technologies. 
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 National Startup Awards                                                                                    (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has invited 

applications for the National Startup Awards (NSA) 2021 

National Startup Awards were set up by the Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Its aim is to recognize and reward outstanding Startups and ecosystem enablers that are 

building innovative products or solutions and scalable enterprises, with high potential of 

employment generation or wealth creation, demonstrating measurable social impact. 

The awards for startups will be given in 49 areas classified into 15 broad sectors.  The 15 

sectors are Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Drinking Water, Education, and Skill Development, 

Energy, Enterprise Systems, Environment, FinTech, Food Processing, Health and Wellness, 

Industry 4.0, Security, Space, Transport and Travel. 

Eligibility Criteria for Startups awards: Only those DPIIT recognized Startups were eligible to 

participate who: 

 Have a product in the market 

 Have all trade-specific registrations 

 Have no defaults in audited financial statements 

 

 COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard                                                (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: As the designated COVAX procurement coordinator and procurement agent, 

UNICEF has launched the COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard. 

The dashboard is an interactive tool for countries, partners and industry to follow the 

developments of the rapidly evolving COVID-19 vaccine market and the efforts of the COVAX 

Facility to ensure fair and equitable access for every country in the world. 

The dashboard will also provide a regularly updated overview of the global research and 

development pipeline, the projected production capacity, publicly announced bilateral and 

multilateral supply agreements as well as reported price points. 

Add on News 
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COVAX is the vaccine pillar of the ACT-Accelerator. It is co-led by the Coalition for Epidemic 

Preparedness Innovation (CEPI), Gavi (the Vaccine Alliance), and the World Health Organization 

(WHO) working in partnership with developed and developing country vaccine manufacturers 

and others. 

COVAX is the only global initiative that is working with governments and manufacturers to 

ensure COVID-19 vaccines are rapidly available worldwide to economies of all financial 

means. 

ACT Accelerator is a framework for collaboration. It is not a decision-making body or a new 

organization. It was set up in response to a call from G20 Leaders in March 2020 and launched 

by the WHO, European Commission, France and The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in April 

2020. 

The goal of the ACT Accelerator is to end the COVID-19 pandemic as quickly as possible by 

reducing COVID-19 mortality and severe disease through the accelerated development, 

equitable allocation, and scaled-up delivery of vaccines 

 e- Sampada                                                                                                          (Source: PIB) 

Directorate of Estates, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched a new Web Portal 

and Mobile App named “e-Sampada”. 

e-Sampada is a mobile application that provides a single window for all services including 

allotment for over one lakh government residential accommodations, office space allotment to 

government organisations among others. 

This will promote ease of living for Government of India officers / Departments as all services 

can be availed online on a single window with a live tracking of applications. The automated 

processes will also minimize human intervention and will lead to greater transparency. 

 

 Pnemococcal Conjugate Vaccine                                                         (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare has inaugurated India’s first 

pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) named “Pneumosil”. 

Pneumosil has been developed by the Serum Institute of India Private Limited (SIIPL) in 

collaboration with partners like the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Pneumosil was licensed 

by the Drugs Controller General (India) in July 2020. 
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Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) is a pneumococcal and a conjugate vaccine used to 

protect infants, young children and adults against disease caused by the bacterium 

Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus). 

It is a type of vaccine that joins a protein to an antigen in order to improve the protection the 

vaccine provides. It contains purified capsular polysaccharide of pneumococcal serotypes 

conjugated to a carrier protein to improve antibody response. 

The unique feature of the PCV is its composition which is specially tailored to the prevailing 

serotype prevalence of S Pneumoniae in India and other regions of the world. 

Pneumococcal disease is a significant contributor to the under-five mortality rate worldwide. 

Annually India witnesses an estimated 71% of pneumonia deaths and 57% of severe pneumonia 

cases. Every year, nearly 67,800 children under five years of age die from pneumococcal 

diseases. 

Hence, recognising its widespread fatality, WHO recommended the inclusion of PCV in routine 

childhood immunisation programs in all countries 

 Digital Ocean                                                                                                   (Source: PIB) 

 Union Minister Earth Sciences has launched a web-based application named “Digital Ocean”. 

Digital Ocean is a first of its kind digital platform for ocean data management developed by 

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS). It has been developed to share 

information on marine data and forecast services. 

It includes a set of applications developed to organise and present heterogeneous 

oceanographic data by adopting rapid advancements in geospatial technology.  

The platform will also serve as a one stop-solution for all the data related needs of a wide range 

of users including research institutions, operational agencies, strategic users, academic 

community, maritime industry, policy makers and the public. 

It will play a central role in sustainable management of our oceans and expanding our “Blue 

Economy” initiatives.  It will contribute to the Digital India program and is expected to bring a 

sea change in how the oceanographic data is served for a better understanding of the oceans. 

INCOIS is an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). It is located 

in Hyderabad & was established in 1999 under the MoES and is a unit of the Earth System 

Science Organization (ESSO). 



 

5 
 

 It provides ocean information and advisory services to various stakeholders including data 

based on oceanographic research, advisory services such as fishing zone advisories, ocean state 

forecast, high wave alerts, tsunami early warnings, storm surge and oil-spill. 

INCOIS is a permanent member of the Indian delegation to IOC of UNESCO and a founding 

member of the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observing System (IOGOOS) and the Partnership for 

Observing the Oceans (POGO). 

 Dedicated Freight Corridor                                                                       (Source:Express) 

Prime Minister has inaugurated a 351-km section between Khurja and Bhaupur in Uttar Pradesh 

for commercial operations as a part of Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC) 

Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC) are freight-only railway lines to move goods between 

industrial heartlands in the North and ports on the Eastern and Western coasts. 

Eastern DFC: It is a 1,839-km line that starts from Sahnewal (Ludhiana) in Punjab and ends at 

Dankuni in West Bengal.It is being majorly funded by the World Bank. 

Western DFC: It is around 1,500-km line that starts from Dadri in Uttar Pradesh to JNPT in 

Mumbai, touching all major ports along the way. It is being majorly funded by Japan 

International Cooperation Agency. 

Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) is a Public Sector Undertaking 

(PSU) corporation run by the Ministry of Railways to undertake planning, development, and 

mobilisation of financial resources and construction, maintenance and operation of the 

Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC) 

Benefits of DFCs 

 These freight corridors will help reduce the cost and allow faster transportation. 

 Around 70% of the freight trains currently running on the Indian Railway network are 

slated to shift to the freight corridors, leaving the paths open for more passenger trains. 

 Tracks on DFC are designed to carry heavier loads than most of Indian Railways.DFC will 

get track access charge from the parent Indian Railways and will also generate its own 

freight business. 

 The DFCs will allow much shorter transit times from freight source to destination which 

means it will reduce the time by up to 50% in some cases. 
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 GAVI Alliance                                                                                                      (Source: Live Mint)  

 Union Health Minister of India has been nominated by the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 

Immunisation (GAVI) as a member of the GAVI Board. 

Union Health Minister will be representing the South East Area Regional Office (SEARO)/ 

Western Pacific Regional Office (WPRO) constituency on the GAVI Board from 1st January, 2021 

until 31st, December 2023. 

GAVI 

Gavi is an international organisation is a global Vaccine Alliance created in 2000. It brings 

together public and private sectors with the shared goal of creating equal access to new and 

underused vaccines for children living in the world’s poorest countries. 

GAVI has observer status at the World Health Assembly. As part of its mission to save lives, 

reduce poverty and protect the world against the threat of epidemics, GAVI has helped 

vaccinate more than 822 million children in the world’s poorest countries preventing more than 

14 million future deaths. 

The GAVI Board normally meets twice a year in June and November/ December and holds an 

annual retreat, normally in March or April. The board is responsible for strategic direction and 

policy-making, oversees the operations of the Vaccine Alliance and monitors program 

implementation. 

With membership drawn from a range of partner organisations, as well as experts from the 

private sector, the Board provides a forum for balanced strategic decision making, innovation 

and partner collaboration. 

 Bureau of Police Research and Development                                       (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD) has released data on police 

organisations. 

The data shows different aspects of policing in the country like woman police, police 

expenditure, constabulary ratio, transport facilities, communication facilities, representation of 

various castes and police training centers. 

Highlights 
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Police Population Ratio: According to report, Population per Police Person is 511.81, that is one 

policeman for every 511.81 persons and 3.9 policemen for each VIP. Bihar had the worst ratio 

with one policeman for 867.57 persons. 

VIP Protection: As many as 66,043 policemen were deployed to protect 19,467 Ministers, 

Members of Parliament, judges, bureaucrats and other personalities in 2019 compared to 

63,061 policemen for similar duty in 2018 

The highest number of persons who received police protections in 2019 were in West Bengal 

(3,142) followed by Punjab (2,594), Bihar (2,347), and Haryana (1,355) and Jharkhand (1,351). 

The Backward Classes, Dalits and Tribals constitute almost 67% of India’s population but their 

representation in police forces in the country is only at 51%. Scheduled Tribes form 8.6% of the 

population and have 12% representation in the police forces, placing them at a comparatively 

better position. 

Dalits represent 14% of all positions in police forces across the country. According to Census 

2011, Dalits make up 16.6% of India’s population. Other Backward Classes (OBCs) fare the worst 

on the representation front as, despite their 41% share in the population, they constitute only 

25% of the police forces. 

Women continue to be represented poorly. It is reflected in the women population per woman 

police ratio which stands at 3,026 nationally 

However, their situation has improved considerably over the past five years. Since 2014, when 

the actual strength of women in police forces stood at around 1.11 lakh, their representation 

has almost doubled to 2.15 lakh. 

BPR&D was established in 1970 with the objective of modernisation of police forces. It 

functions under the aegis of Union Home Ministry. BPR&D replaced Police Research and 

Advisory Council formed in 1966. 

It is a nodal national police organisation to study, research and develop on subjects and issues 

related to policing. In 2008, the Government further decided to create the National Police 

Mission (NPM) under the administrative control of BPR&D 

Headquarters: New Delhi. 
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 Akash Missile                                                                                                       (Source: PIB) 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the export of the Akash Missile 

system. It also approved the high-level committee formed to expedite clearance of such 

exports. 

Akash Missile is an indigenously developed short range Surface-to-air missile with multi-target 

engagement capability. The missile has been developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO). 

The Missile has been inducted and is operational with the Indian Air Force (IAF) as well as the 

Indian Army (IA). 

Key Features: 

 The missile has a strike range of 25 km. It can reach an altitude of 18 km and can be fired 

from both tracked and wheeled platforms. 

 It has a large operational envelope from a low altitude of 30 meters to a maximum of up to 

20 km. 

 The system can simultaneously engage multiple targets in Group Mode or Autonomous 

Mode. 

 It has built-in Electronic Counter-Counter Measures (ECCM) features. The entire weapon 

system has been configured on mobile platforms. 

In August 2020, the Defence Ministry has issued a draft ‘Defence Production & Export 

Promotion Policy (DPEPP) 2020’ for public feedback with the aim to achieve a manufacturing 

turnover of $25 bn or ₹1,75,000 crore, including exports of $5 bn in aerospace and defence 

goods and services by 2025. 

 CCEA approved 3 key Infrastructure Projects (Source: PIB)          

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved three key infrastructure 

proposals. 

The three projects proposed by the Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT) are: 

 Krishnapatnam Industrial Area in Andhra Pradesh 

 Tumakuru (Tumkur) Industrial Area in Karnataka and 
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 Multi-modal logistics hub (MMLH) and multi-modal transport hub (MMTH) at Greater 

Noida in Uttar Pradesh. 

Industrial Corridor Program: The objective of the Program is the creation of Greenfield 

industrial cities with sustainable, ‘plug n play’, ICT enabled utilities to facilitate the 

manufacturing investments into the country. 

Krishnapatnam Industrial Area and Tumkur Industrial Area are part of Chennai Bengaluru 

Industrial Corridor (CBIC) project. These corridors will help in attracting investments into 

manufacturing and positioning India as a strong player in the Global Value Chain. 

Multi Modal Logistics Hub (MMLH) & Multi Modal Transport Hub (MMTH) The logistics hub at 

Greater Noida, UP will be developed as a world-class facility that will provide efficient 

storage/transitioning of goods to/from the Dedicated Freight Corridors(DFC) and offer a one-

stop destination to freight companies and customers. 

The facility will not only provide standard container handling activities but also provide various 

value-added services to reduce logistics cost with improved efficiency of operations. 

 Carbon Capture and Storage                                                                (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: According to a report by the International Energy Agency(IEA), progress on 

carbon capture and storage(CCS) technology from 2010-2020 was not on track to effectively 

control greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and achieve net zero emissions to keep global 

warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2050. 

CCS technology is designed to capture CO2 emissions from combustion of fossil fuels. It can 

absorb 85-95% of CO2 emissions in the atmosphere. 

The process starts with the capture of generated CO2 which undergoes a compression process 

to form a dense fluid. This eases the transport and storage of the captured CO2. The dense fluid 

is transported via pipelines and then injected into an underground storage facility. Captured 

CO2 can also be used as a raw material in other industrial processes such as bicarbonates. 

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Special Report on 

Global Warming presents four scenarios for limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius: All require CO2 removal and three involve major use of CCS. 

Indian Government Initiative: India’s Department of Science and Technology has established a 

national program on CO2 storage research. 


