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 Voluntary Guidelines on  Food Systems and Nutrition             (Down to Earth) 

Why in News:  The UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS) has endorsed the first-ever 

Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition (VGFSyN) 

Guidelines 

 These guidelines will support countries in their efforts to eradicate all forms of hunger and 

malnutrition. 

 It will utilize a comprehensive food systems approach for this aim. It will be built upon the 

existing work and mandate of other international bodies. For example, the UN Decade of 

Action on Nutrition (2016-2025) and Sustainable Development Goal (2) of ‘Zero Hunger’. 

These guidelines are framed around 7 Focus areas: 

 Governance, which is Transparent, democratic, and accountable. 

 Sustainable food supply chains to achieve healthy diets. 

 Equal and equitable access to healthy diets. 

 Food safety. 

 People-centered nutrition knowledge, education, and information. 

 Gender equality and women’s empowerment across food systems. 

 Resilient food systems in humanitarian contexts. 

Significance of the guidelines 

 Guidelines call for the realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national 

food security for all. Its particular focus is on the most vulnerable and affected groups. 

 They focus on policy planning and governance so that food systems can be made more 

resilient and responsive. The food system will be mould in accordance with the needs of 

consumers and producers too, especially small and marginal farmers. 

Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 



 
 It was established in 1974 as an intergovernmental body. It serves as a forum in the United 

Nations System for review and follow-up of policies concerning world food security 

including production and physical and economic access to food. 

 It has a permanent Secretariat. It is located in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) headquarters in Rome, Italy, The Committee reports to the UN 

General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and to FAO 

Conference. 

 It receives its core funding equally from The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), The 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and The World Food Program 

(WFP). 

 

 Fossils of ‘Dickinsonia’ found at Bhimbetka                         (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Researchers discovered three fossils in Madhya Pradesh. These fossils are 

possibly of the earliest known living animal named ‘Dickinsonia’ (550-million-year-old). 

Discovery 

 The fossils are found on the roof of Auditorium Cave at Bhimbetka Rock Shelters. It is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in Madhya Pradesh. 

 The fossil can be identified from the white leaf-like patches with a central vertebra (central 

midrib) and connecting veins.  

 These are the only Dickinsonia fossils available in the country. They are similar to those seen 

in South Australia. 

 The Dickinsonia fossils found in other parts of the world exceeded 4 feet in length. 

However, the Bhimbetka fossil is only 17 inches long. 

Dickinsonia  

 It is an extinct genus of 

basal animal.  They lived 

during the late Ediacaran 

period. Ediacaran period is 

marked at 575 to 541 

million years ago. 

 It was first described by Reg 

Sprigg, the original 

discoverer of the Ediacaran 



 
biota in Australia. He named it after Ben Dickinson, then Director of Mines for South 

Australia. 

 It (roughly) resembles a bilaterally symmetrical ribbed oval. Its affinities are presently 

unknown. As per some theories, it is the oldest known animal, visible without a microscope. 

Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka 

 It is a recognized world heritage site by UNESCO. It is located in the foothills of the Vindhya 

Mountains in the State of Madhya Pradesh. The site spans the prehistoric Paleolithic and 

Mesolithic periods as well as the historic period. 

 Bhimbetka is also known as Bhima’s Lounge (Bhima was the second of the five Pandava 

princes in the Hindu epic Mahabharata). 

 Most of the paintings here are in red and white with occasional dashes of yellow and green. 

Their themes include events of everyday life, thousands of years ago. 

 The scenes depicted are mainly of dancing, playing music, hunting, horse and elephant 

riding, decorating bodies, and collecting honey. Household scenes too, constitute an 

occasional theme. 

 

  Public Sector Enterprise Policy                                                 (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Government of India has released a new ‘Public Sector Enterprise Policy’. 

 ‘Public Sector Enterprise Policy’: The policy classifies public sector commercial enterprises into 

the strategic and non-strategic sector: 

Strategic Sector: There would be a maximum of four public sector companies in strategic 

sectors. State-owned firms in other segments would be privatized eventually. The following 4 

sectors are covered under strategic sectors: 

 Atomic energy, Space and Defence 

 Transport and Telecommunications 

 Power, Petroleum, Coal, and other minerals 

 Banking, Insurance, and financial services 

Non- Strategic Sector: CPSEs of this sector shall be privatized or closed, if privatization is not 

possible.  

Exceptions: The policy would not be applied on: 



 
 Public sector classes like major port trusts, the Airport Authority of India, and undertakings 

in security printing and minting. 

 Public sector entities such as not-for-profit companies or CPSEs providing support to 

vulnerable groups. 

Process of Privatisation: 

 NITI Aayog will recommend PSUs for retention in strategic sectors and that should be 

considered for privatization, merger, or closure. 

 The Core Group of Secretaries on Divestment (CGD) headed by the cabinet secretary will 

consider these recommendations. 

 Final approval will be provided by the Alternative Mechanism. This mechanism consists of 

the Finance minister, Ministers for Administrative reforms, and the Minister for roads, 

transport, and highways. 

 Further, the Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) can also 

approach the Cabinet for strategic disinvestment of a specific PSE from time-to-time. DIPAM 

manages government equity in public sector companies. 

 

 Labour Ministry All India Survey                                                           (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Union Minister for Labour has launched Software Applications and instruction 

manuals with questionnaires for five All India Surveys. The Labour Bureau is conducting these 

surveys. The Bureau is an attached office of the Ministry of Labour & Employment. 

All India Surveys 

The five All India Surveys, which are being undertaken by the Labour Bureau, are: 

 All India Survey on Domestic Workers (DW): It aims to estimate the proportion of domestic 

workers in the workforce in major states and all over India. It will also analyse the Industry-

wise percentage distribution of these DWs / households. 

 All India Survey on Migrant workers: It aims to estimate the number of migrant workers in 

India. It will also collect information on their living conditions, working conditions and other 

socio-economic conditions. 

 All India survey on employment generated by Professionals: Its main objectives are 

essentially two-fold: 

 To estimate the total number of active professionals in the country. 

 To capture the employment generated by these professionals. 

 



 
 

 All-India Quarterly Establishment based Employment Survey: It aims to fill the data gap, 

related to the employment numbers, exists in the unorganized sector. It will also include 

establishments with less than 10 workers. 

 All India survey on employment generated in Transport Sector: It aims to assess the 

employment generated in the Transport Sector in India. 

Significance of Survey 

 It will be for the first time that the Bureau will use AI based technology intervention. The 

infrastructure will consist of real-time reporting and monitoring with advance dashboards, 

command and control centre. 

 IT interventions will reduce the completion time of the survey by 30-40%. 

 Besides these surveys, Labour Bureau is known for compilation and generation of vital 

statistics like: 

 Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers (CPI-IW) (Base year of the index is 2016) 

 Consumer Price Index Numbers for Agricultural and Rural Laborers (CPI-AL/RL) 

 

    Tree City of the World                                                            (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Arbor Day Foundation and the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation have 

recognised Hyderabad as ‘2020 Tree City of the World’. 

Tree Cities of the World Program 

 Tree Cities of the World program is an international program. It recognises cities and towns 

for properly and sustainably maintaining their urban forests and trees. 

 To receive recognition, a town or city must meet five core standards: 

 Establish Responsibility: The city must have a written statement by city leaders. It must 

clearly delegate responsibility for the care of trees within its municipal boundary to a 

staff member, a city department, or a group of citizens called a Tree Board. 

 Set the Rules: The city should have a law or an official policy that governs the 

management of forests and trees. 

 Know What You Have: The city should have an updated inventory or assessment of the 

local tree resource. It will be helpful in effective long-term planning for planting, care, 

and removal of city trees. 

 Allocate the Resources: The city must have a dedicated annual budget for the 

implementation of the tree management plan. 



 
 Celebrate Achievements: The city holds an annual celebration of trees. It will raise 

awareness among residents, citizens and staff members who carry out the city tree 

program 

Hyderabad selected as a Tree City 

 Hyderabad is selected as a Tree City because of its initiatives like Haritha Haram program 

and Urban Forest Parks plan. 

 Haritha Haram is a flagship program of the state government for large-scale plantations 

across the state to increase the green cover. 

 Hyderabad is the only city from India to get recognition as a Tree City. With this recognition, 

Hyderabad joins 120 other cities from 23 countries including the US, the UK, Canada, and 

Australia. 

 

 Nurtururing Neighbourhood Challenge                                                (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs shortlisted 25 cities for the ‘Nurturing 

Neighbourhoods Challenge’. This challenge is covered under the Smart Cities Mission. 

Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge 

 It is a three-year initiative hosted by the Smart Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs, in collaboration with the Bernard van Leer Foundation and World Resources 

Institute (WRI) India. 

 All cities with a population above 5 Lakhs are eligible to participate. 

 It is a 3-year initiative that aims to work with Indian cities and their partners to pilot and 

scale ways to improve public space, mobility, neighborhood planning, access to early 

childhood services and amenities, and data management across city agencies. It aims to 

propagate an early childhood centric approach among Indian cities. 

Objectives 

 Promote early childhood centric approach among Indian cities. 

 Facilitate demonstration of early childhood centric solutions. 

 Catalyse cities to the mainstream and implement solutions in the long-term. 

 Develop a peer to peer network of nurturing cities. 

 Collect and analyse data related to young children and their caregivers. 

The challenge is open to all Smart Cities, capitals of States and UTs, and other cities with a  



 
 Mandarin Duck                                                                                  (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: “Mandarin Duck” spotted in 

Assam’s Maguri Beel after 118 years. 

Mandarin Duck                   

 It is provided with a tag of the most beautiful 

duck in the world. Swedish botanist, 

physician, and zoologist Carl Linnaeus first 

spotted and identified this bird in 1758. 

 Male mandarins are colorful compared to 

females. Males have elaborate plumage 

(feathers) with orange plumes on their cheeks, orange ‘sails’ on their back, and pale orange 

sides. On the other hand, females are dull in comparison, with grey heads, brown backs, 

and white eye stripe. These birds feed on seeds, acorns, small fruit, insects, snails, and small 

fish. 

 Its habitats include temperate forests near wetlands including rivers, streams, bogs, 

marshes, swamps, and freshwater lakes. 

 It is native to East Asia but has established populations in Western Europe and America too. 

It breeds in Russia, Korea, Japan, and the northeastern parts of China. 

 The duck does not visit India regularly. It is because India is not on its usual migratory route. 

It was recorded in 1902 in the Dibru river in the Rongagora area in Tinsukia (Assam). More 

recently, it was sighted in Manipur’s Loktak Lake in 2013 and in Savoini Beel in Manas 

National Park in Assam in 2014. 

IUCN Red List: Least Concern 

Maguri Motapung Beel 

 It is a wetland and lake located near to Dibru-Saikhowa National Park in Assam. It serves as 

a natural home to wildlife. Furthermore, it is also a source of livelihood for the local 

communities. 

 Important Bird Area: It was declared as an Important Bird Area by the Bombay Natural 

History Society. 

 

 United Nations Capital Development Fund UNCDF         (Source: Business St) 



 
Why in News: Indian-origin investment and development banker Preeti Sinha is appointed as 

Executive Secretary of UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF). 

 UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) 

 It was established by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 1966. 

 Its aim is to provide microfinance access to Least Developed Countries (LDCs). It will unlock 

the full potential of public and private finance in these countries. 

 UNCDF is an autonomous, voluntarily funded UN organization affiliated with UNDP. Its 

funding comes from UN member states, foundations, and the private sector. 

 Headquarters: New York, United States. 

 

 Greenpeace Southeast Asia Report                                          ( Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Greenpeace, an environmental NGO released a report titled “Greenpeace 

Southeast Asia analysis of the cost to the economy due to air pollution”. 

About the report 

 The report is based on a Cost Estimator: It is an online tool that estimates the real-time 

health impact and economic cost of fine particulate matters (PM 2.5) in major world cities. 

 The tool was deployed in collaboration between Greenpeace Southeast Asia, and the Centre 

for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA). 

 Greenpeace uses an approach called ‘willingness-to-pay’. In this approach, a lost life year or 

a year lived with a disability is converted to money by the amount that people are willing to 

pay in order to avoid this negative outcome. 

Indian Cities covered in the report 

 Six Indian cities namely Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, and Lucknow 

featured in the report. 

 Globally, in the five most populous cities:  Delhi, Mexico City, São Paulo, Shanghai, and 

Tokyo, PM 2.5 air pollution caused approximately 1, 60,000 deaths. 

 Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership 
Agreement(CECPA)” between India and Mauritius    

Why in News:  Union Cabinet has approved a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and 

Partnership Agreement (CECPA) with Mauritius. 

CECPA 



 
 It is a kind of free trade pact that aims to provide an institutional mechanism to encourage 

and improve trade between the two countries. 

 Under this agreement, countries cut or eliminate the duties on the products. The countries 

also liberalize the norms to promote the services trade. 

Mauritius CECPA 

 It is a limited agreement that will cover only select sectors. The agreement covers Trade in 

Goods, Rules of Origin, Trade in Services, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT). Further, the 

agreement also covers Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons, Telecom, 

Customs Procedures and Cooperation. 

 The two countries have also agreed to negotiate an Automatic Trigger Safeguard 

Mechanism (ATSM). They will negotiate on ATSM for a limited number of highly sensitive 

products within two years of the Signing of the Agreement. 

Automatic Trigger Safeguard Mechanism 

It is a special safeguards mechanism included in the agreement. This will protect the country 

from any sudden or dramatic increase in imports. Under this mechanism, If the imports of a 

product are rising alarmingly, then after reaching a certain threshold, India can 

impose safeguard duties on imports from Mauritius automatically. The same provision applies 

to Mauritius as well against Indian imports. 

 HYDROGEN as FUEL                                                                      (Source: Express) 

Why in News: In the Budget 2021-22, the Government of India announced the National 

Hydrogen Mission. This mission will aim at generating hydrogen from green power sources and 

using it as a fuel. 

Hydrogen 

Hydrogen is the chemical element with the symbol H and atomic number. It is the lightest 

element in the periodic table. Moreover, it is the most abundant chemical substance in the 

universe. However, the most common element in nature is not available freely. Hydrogen also 

exists only in combination with other elements. Thus, it has to be extracted from natural 

compounds, like water. 

Hydrogen is categorized by colour tabs, based on its source. We can divide it into ‘grey’ 

hydrogen (produced from fossil fuels), ‘blue’ hydrogen (produced from fossil fuels with carbon 



 
capture and storage) or ‘green’ hydrogen (produced from renewable electricity). Green 

Hydrogen is specifically focused upon in the government mission. 

Hydrogen as a fuel 

Hydrogen is considered an alternative to fossil and other types of fuels. However, Hydrogen is a 

carrier of energy, not a source of it. Fuel cells are required to transform Hydrogen into 

electricity and use it. Cells use oxidizing agents through an oxidation-reduction reaction, to 

convert chemical energy into electrical energy. 

In the case of Hydrogen, fuel cells combine Hydrogen and Oxygen to generate electricity.  A 

catalyst, usually made from platinum is generally used for this. 

Advantages of Hydrogen fuel 

 Readily Available: It is a basic earth element and is available in abundance. 

 Doesn’t Produce Harmful Emissions: When it burns, it doesn’t emit harmful substances. 

The only by-product or emission from the usage of hydrogen fuel is water. It makes this fuel 

100% clean. 

 Environmentally Friendly: It is a non-toxic substance which is rare for a fuel source. 

 Fuel Efficient: Compared to diesel or gas, it is much more fuel efficient as it can produce 

more energy per pound of fuel. 

Disadvantages of Hydrogen Fuel 

 Expensive: Although it is widely available, it is time-consuming to separate hydrogen gas 

from its companion substances. 

 Difficult to Store: Hydrogen is very difficult to store. Its transportation even in a small 

amount is very expensive. 

 Not Easy to Replace Existing Infrastructure: There is not much infrastructure that can 

support hydrogen as fuel. Also, cars need to be refitted in order to accommodate hydrogen 

as fuel. 

 Highly Inflammable: Since it is a very powerful source of fuel, hydrogen can be very 

flammable. Hydrogen gas burns in air at very wide concentrations between 4% and 75%. 

 

  Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship                                   (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) rolls out Mahatma 

Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF) Program under the SANKALP scheme. It will strengthen 

district skill administration and the District Skill Committees (DSCs). 



 
Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MGNF) Program 

 It is a two-year academic program. It aims to address the challenge of the non-availability of 

personnel for the implementation of various skill development programs at national, state, 

and district levels. 

 MGN fellows will be trained to understand the overall skill ecosystem. They will be attached 

to DSCs and help them manage the skill development planning at the district level. It will 

provide them with practical experience on the ground. 

IIM Bangalore’s Centre of Public Policy (CPP) will implement it. Graduates from a recognized 

university and citizens of India in the age group of 21-30 years are eligible to apply for it. 

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP) Scheme  

 The scheme was launched in 2018 and has tenure till March 2023.  

 It is an outcome-oriented scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 

(MSDE). The World Bank is providing loan assistance to this program. 

 Its objective is to improve short-term skill training qualitatively and quantitatively through 

strengthening institutions. Moreover, it will bring in better market connectivity and 

inclusion of marginalized sections of the society. 

 The scheme aims to implement the mandate of the National Skill Development Mission 

(NSDM).  

 The outcomes in the scheme are measured through the Results Framework. This framework 

is agreed upon between MSDE and the World Bank. Result Framework: Under the scheme, 

four key result areas have been identified viz: 

 Institutional Strengthening (at National, State & District level) 

 Quality Assurance of skill development programs 

 Inclusion of marginalized population in skill development 

 Expanding Skills through Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) 

 

 Indigenous Mapping Portal                                                                (Source: Hindu) 

Why in News: Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and MapmyIndia announced 

collaboration. They will launch an indigenous mapping portal and geospatial service. It will be 

an Indian alternative to Google Maps. 

Indigenous mapping portal and geospatial services Collaboration 



 
 MapmyIndia is one of India’s oldest players in the cartography space. It is even older than 

Google Maps. However, due to lack of access to satellite services, it was not able to provide 

similar services like Google Maps. 

 The collaboration will enable them to jointly identify and build a holistic geospatial portal.  

They will utilize earth observation datasets, ‘NavIC’, Web Services, and APIs (Application 

Programming Interface) available in MapmyIndia. 

 These organizations will also leverage ‘Bhuvan’, ‘VEDAS’, and ‘MOSDAC’ geo portals for 

their collaboration. 

Geospatial Portals: 

Bhuvan Portal: 

 It is the national geo-portal developed and hosted by ISRO. It provides geospatial data, 

services, and tools for analysis. 

 The portal is used to find and access geographic information (geospatial information) 

and associated geographic services (display, editing, analysis, etc.) via the Internet. 

Visualization of Earth observation Data and Archival System (VEDAS) 

 It is an online geo-processing platform of ISRO. It uses optical, microwave, thermal, and 

hyper spectral Earth Observation (EO) data. Its applications are particularly meant for 

academia, research, and problem-solving. 

 Some areas of application are; Renewable Energy, Coastal & Marine Resources, 

Hydrology, Climate Studies, Atmospheric and Ocean Sciences, Planetary Sciences, and so 

on. 

Meteorological and Oceanographic Satellite Data Archival Centre (MOSDAC) 

 It is a data repository for all the meteorological missions of ISRO. It deals with weather-

related information, oceanography, and tropical water cycles. 

 The portal provides a variety of products and services on a wide spectrum of 

applications. Its applications are weather forecasting, cyclone prediction, and other vital 

ocean and atmospheric parameters. 

 

 Sandes App                                                                                              (Indian Express) 

Why in News: National Informatics Centre (NIC) launched an instant messaging platform called 

Sandes. 



 
Sandes App 

 It is an instant messaging platform like WhatsApp. It was previously named Government 

Instant Messaging System (GIMS). 

 The platform can be used for all kinds of communications by anyone with a mobile 

number or email id. 

 Initially, the platform was available to only government officers. It is now available for 

the common public as well. 

 The platform built by the government to mitigate potential security risks. It allows the 

government employees to switch from mainstream social media applications to a 

secured Sandes platform. 

 The platform is also a part of the government strategy to push for use of India-made 

software. Thus, it will develop an ecosystem of indigenously developed products. 

Features of the platform 

 The platform has an interface similar to many other apps currently available in the 

market. 

 The chats on the platform can be backed up to a user’s email. However, there is no 

option to transfer the chat history between two platforms. 

 It also offers features such as group making, broadcast message, message forwarding, 

and emojis. 

 It allows a user to mark a message as confidential. It will make the recipient aware that 

the message should not be shared with others. However, the confidential tag does not 

change the way the message is sent from one user to another. 

Limitations 

The app does not allow the user to change their email id or registered phone number. The user 

will have to re-register as a new user in case they wish to change their registered email id or 

phone number on the app. 

 


