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1st  -7th Feb Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

❖ NITI Aayog Megacity Plan for Little Andaman                                      (The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Niti Aayog has released a megacity plan for Little Andaman. The plan is a part of 

its Vision Document titled “Sustainable Development of Little Andaman Island”. 

Its aim is to leverage the strategic location and natural features of the Little Andaman Island. 

A new Greenfield coastal city will be developed as a free trade zone. The city will compete with 

Singapore and Hong Kong. 

The document has proposed the development along the three zones: 

• Zone 1: It will spread along the east coast of Little Andaman. It will be the financial district 

and will include an aero city and a tourism and hospital district. 

• Zone 2: It will spread over 85 sq km of pristine forest in Andaman. It will have a film city, a 

residential district and Special Economic Zone (SEZ). 

• Zone 3: It will spread over 52 sq km of pristine forest. It will be a nature zone. It will be 

further categorized into three districts: an exclusive forest resort, a nature healing district 

and a nature retreat, all on the western coast. 

Challenges for Mega-City 

There are certain factors that could prevent the sustainable development of Little Andaman 

namely: 

• Lack of good connectivity with Indian mainland and global cities 

• Fragile biodiversity and natural ecosystems and Presence of indigenous tribes and concerns 

for their welfare 

• 95% of Little Andaman is covered in forest; a large part of it is the pristine evergreen type. 

Some 640 sq km of the island is Reserve Forest under the Indian Forest Act. 

•  Nearly 450 sq km is protected as the Onge Tribal Reserve, creating a unique and rare socio-

ecological-historical complex of high importance. 
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❖ Seaweed Farming                                                                             (Source: The Hindu) 

What is the news: In Budget 2021, the Finance Minister has proposed to set up a multi-purpose 

seaweed park in Tamil Nadu. It will be a part of the Seaweed Farming promotion in India. 

Seaweed:  It is the name given to the many species of marine algae and plants.  These species 

grow in water bodies such as rivers, seas and oceans. The practice of cultivating and harvesting 

seaweed is known as Seaweed Farming. 

Seaweed is plant-like organisms, playing a key ecological role in coastal ecosystems. It is a 

promising bio-resource for the future and the demand for high-value seaweed-derived 

compounds (cosmetics, food) is growing across the world. 

Like plants, they use light to fix atmospheric carbon dissolved in water. Microalgae and 

Microalgae are amongst the most powerful carbon-fixing organisms on earth. Their size ranges 

from a few millimeters up to 50 meters. 

Uses of Seaweed 

• They are rich in vitamins and minerals and are consumed as food in various parts of the 

world 

• They are used for the production of additives like carrageenan. It is an additive used to 

thicken, emulsify, and preserve foods and drinks. These photochemical are widely used as 

gelling, stabilizing, and thickening agents in several industries of food, confectionery, 

pharmaceutical, etc. 

• Furthermore, they are used for the production of polysaccharides, fertilizer. They are also 

used in high-value products such as nutraceuticals and cosmeceuticals for use against 

various lifestyle diseases. 

• Pharmaceutical and medical applications: Antibacterial and antifungal activity of various 

macroalgae has been demonstrated. It contains some promising compounds in the field of 

curing cancer. It could be potentially useful as therapeutic agents against Adult T-cell 

leukemia (ATL). 

 

❖  Census 2021                                                                                        (Source: Express)  

Why in News: The Government of India is likely to postpone the 2021 census to 2022, due to 

the ongoing COVID-19 situation in the country. 
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First phase of the Census was scheduled to be rolled out on 1st April 2020. Under this phase, 

House Listing & Housing Census and updating of the National Population Register (NPR) was to 

be completed. 

Key Features of the Upcoming 16th Census of India 

▪ India’s last census or 15th Census of India was carried out in 2011. 

▪ The data collected by the Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India during the 

Census will be stored electronically. 

▪ The census will be conducted in 18 languages out of the 22 scheduled languages (under the 

8th schedule) and English. 

▪ The option of “Other” under the gender category will be changed to “Third Gender”. 

▪ The data is proposed to be collected through a mobile app by the enumerators, and they 

will receive an additional payment as an incentive. 

Census 

• The Census of India counts and collects demographic and socio-economic information on 

the Indian population. It is the largest such exercise. 

• The first non-synchronous census was conducted between 1865 and 1872 in different parts 

of the country. 

• However, the first synchronous census in India was held in 1881. Since then, censuses have 

been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten years. 

• Since 1949 the census has been conducted by the Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner of India under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

The census involves a detailed questionnaire. In the 2011 Census, there were 29 items to be 

filled up aimed at eliciting the particulars of every person, including age, sex, marital status, 

children, occupation, birthplace, mother tongue, religion, disability, and whether they belonged 

to any Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe. The census is legally backed by the Census Act, 

1948.  

❖ Swacch Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 and Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban)      (Hindu)  

Why in News: The Finance Minister launched Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 along with Jal 

Jeevan Mission (urban) 

Swachh Bharat Mission Urban It was launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs. Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 1.0: The focus of the mission was to make urban India 

open defecation free (ODF). As well as, 100% scientific solid waste management. 
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Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 

The mission would be implemented over five years from 2021 to 2026.  

Following are focus areas of Mission 

▪ Faecal sludge management and waste water treatment 

▪ Source segregation of garbage 

▪ Reduction in single-use plastic 

▪ Reduction in air pollution by effectively managing waste from construction and 

demolition activities and 

▪ Bioremediation of all legacy dump sites. 

Jal Jeevan Mission (urban) 

In the Budget 2021-22, the Government has announced the launch of Jal Jeevan Mission 

(Urban) 

About Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) 

▪ Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs 

▪ Objective: It aims at universal water supply in all urban local bodies. It will facilitate 2.86 

crore household tap connections as well as liquid waste management in 500 AMRUT cities. 

The scheme will be implemented over the next 5 years. 

Features of the Mission 

• It will rejuvenate the water bodies to facilitate sustainable freshwater supply and the 

creation of green spaces. 

• It will promote a circular economy of water through the development of city water balance 

plan in each city. The plan will focus on recycling/reuse of treated sewage water and water 

conservation. 20% of water demand is to be met by reused water. 

• Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) campaign is proposed. It will spread 

awareness among the masses about the conservation of water. 

• Pey Jal Survekshan will be conducted in cities. It will ascertain the equitable distribution of 

water, reuse of wastewater, and mapping of water bodies 

• Technology Submission For water: It is proposed to leverage the latest global technologies 

in the field of water. 
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• The mission has mandated that cities having a million plus population will take up PPP 

projects. These projects shall constitute a minimum of 10% of their total project fund 

allocation. 

Jal Jeevan Mission (Rural): It was launched in 2019. It aims to provide every rural household 

with a tap water connection by 2024. Nearly 30 million tap water connections have been 

provided under this so far. 

❖ Single Security Market Code                                                                      (The Hindu)  

Why in News: Government has announced the setting up of a Single Security Market Code. 

• It will consolidate the provisions of SEBI Act, 1992, Depositories Act, 1996, Securities 

Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956, and Government Securities Act, 2007. 

• This move will improve the ease of doing business in the country’s financial markets. 

Moreover, it will cut down compliances cost and do away with friction between various 

stakeholders. 

Institutional body for bond market 

• Government has proposed the establishment of a permanent institutional body. It will 

purchase investment-grade debt securities both in stressed and normal times. Thus, it will 

help in the development of the bond market. 

• This would bring confidence among participants in the corporate bond market during times 

of stress and will improve the secondary market liquidity. 

 

❖ National Research Foundation                                                                 (Source: PIB) 

The Finance Minister allocated funds for the creation of a National Research Foundation (NRF) 

About National Research Foundation (NRF) 

• The NRF found mention in the 2019 Budget speech first. New Education Policy (NEP), 2020 

also proposed its formation. 

• The foundation would be an autonomous body. It will fund researches across four major 

disciplines Sciences; Technology; Social Sciences; and Arts and Humanities. Moreover, it will 

develop and build research capacity at universities and colleges through a formal 

mechanism of mentoring. Expert’s researchers from premier institutions of the country will 

assist in that. 
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• Thus, It will also catalyze research at universities and colleges that have until now not been 

big players in research. 

• The funding would be cross-disciplinary. The foundation will ensure that research already 

being funded by Science Ministries for instance wouldn’t be duplicated. 

 

❖ Center for Wetland Conservation and Management                       (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has announced the 

establishment of a Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management (CWCM) in Chennai, 

Tamil Nadu. This announcement came on the occasion of World Wetland Day. 

Centre for Wetland Conservation and Management (CWCM) 

• The Centre has been established as a part of the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal 

Management (NCSCM). This center comes under the Minister of Environment, Forest, and 

Climate Change. 

• Its aim is to address specific research needs and knowledge gaps in the conservation and 

management of wetlands. 

Key Functions of the centre 

• It will help in building partnerships and networks with relevant national and international 

agencies. 

• Center will serve as a knowledge hub. It enables exchange between State/ UT Wetland 

Authorities, wetland users, managers, researchers, policy-makers, and practitioners. 

• Moreover, it will assist the national and State/ UT Governments in the design and 

implementation of policy and regulatory frameworks for conservation. 

Add On 

• World Wetlands Day: It is celebrated every year on 2 February. This day marks the date of 

the adoption of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in 1971. 

• Its aim is to raise global awareness about the vital role played by wetlands for people and 

our planet. 

Theme for 2021: ‘Wetlands and Water’. This year’s theme is most significant as the UN 

Decades of Ocean Science and Ecosystem Restoration begins in 2021. 

❖  Square Kilometer Array                                                            (Source: Express) 
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The Square Kilometer Array Observatory (SKAO) Council held its first meeting recently. In that, 

the member countries approved the establishment of Square Kilometer Array (SKA) 

Square Kilometer Array (SKA) Project 

It is an international effort to build the world’s largest radio telescope. It is not a single 

telescope. It consists of an array of antennas strategically designed and set up in South Africa 

and Australia. 

▪ South Africa: host high and mid-frequency dish antennas 

▪ Australia: Low-frequency antennas. 

• Its aim is to allow astronomers to look deeper into the universe and unravel secrets about 

its evolution. 

Objective 

• To study the universe and its evolution, origin and evolution of cosmic magnetism and dark 

energy and evolution of galaxies 

• To detect very weak extra-terrestrial signals and search for molecules that support life. 

• Member Countries: South Africa, Australia, UK, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 

Japan, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, South Korea, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. 

• Note: India’s SKA membership is currently under review with India’s Department of Atomic 

Energy (DAE) and Department of Science and Technology (DST) and is expected to be 

completed sometime this year. 

Square Kilometer Array Observatory  

SKAO is a new intergovernmental organisation dedicated to radio astronomy. The operation, 

maintenance and construction of SKA will be overseen by Square Kilometer Array Observatory 

(SKAO).The SKAO is headquartered in the UK. 

India’s Participation: India is participating in the project through the DAE and the DST. Apart 

from that, the Pune-based TIFR-National Centre for Radio Astrophysics leads a team of 

researchers from different Indian institutes. 

• The Indian team was among the first to submit and get the design approval of a highly 

sophisticated Telescope Manager (TM). The TM is also nicknamed as the “nervous system” 

of the SKA observatory. 

• The Indian team has been chosen to lead the construction of the TM system which will be 

responsible for end-to-end operations of SKAO. 
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• India will also contribute towards building digital hardware for the SKA low-frequency 

receiver systems. India also builds the digital hardware of some parts of the mid-frequency 

telescopes in SKA. Apart from that, India is also producing some parts of the data processing 

units. 

 

❖ Global Climate Litigation Report 2020                                         (Source: Express) 

Why in News: The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has released the Global 

Climate Litigation Report 2020. 

Global Climate Litigation Report 2020 

The report was published by the UNEP in cooperation with the Sabin Center for Climate Change 

Law at Columbia University. It provides an overview of the current state of climate change 

litigation cases. 

Key Findings of the report: 

• Increase in Climate litigation cases: The climate-related cases have nearly doubled over 

the last three years. It has made the courtrooms increasingly relevant to address climate 

change across the world. 

• These cases of pushing governments and corporations to implement climate 

commitments in their countries 

Common climate litigation charges 

▪ Violations of “climate rights” that impact fundamental human rights including the right 

to life, health, food, and water. 

▪ Government failure to enforce climate change mitigation and adaptation commitments. 

▪ False and misleading corporate messaging about climate change impacts. 

▪ Climate litigation Petitioners: The background of plaintiffs is becoming increasingly 

diverse. Plaintiffs are from non-governmental organizations, political parties as well as 

senior citizens, migrants and indigenous peoples. 

 

❖ Pattachitra Painting                                                                           (Indian Express)  

Why in News: The Prime Minister has praised the Odisha ‘pattachitra’ painting in the Mann Ki 

Baat. 

Pattachitra Paintings 
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• Pattachitra style of painting is one 

of the oldest and most popular art 

forms of Odisha. The name 

Pattachitra has evolved from the 

Sanskrit words 

Patta, meaning canvas, and Chitra, 

meaning picture.  

• Pattachitra is done on canvas and is 

manifested by rich colourful 

application, creative motifs and 

designs, and portrayal of simple 

themes, mostly mythological in 

depiction. 

• Some of the popular themes 

represented through this art form 

are  

▪ Thia Badhia - depiction of the temple of Jagannath;  

▪ Krishna Lila - enactment of Jagannath as Lord Krishna displaying his powers as a 

child;  

▪ Dasabatara Patti - the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu;  

▪ Panchamukhi - depiction of Lord Ganesh as a five-headed deity. 

 

• The Pattachitra, when painted on cloth, follows a traditional process of preparation of the 

canvas. First, the base is prepared by coating the cloth with the soft, white, stone powder of 

chalk and glue made from tamarind seeds. 

• It is a tradition to complete the borders of the painting first. The painter then starts making 

a rough sketch directly with the brush using light red and yellow. The colours used are 

normally white, red, yellow, and black. 

• When the painting is completed it is held over a charcoal fire and lacquer is applied to the 

surface. This makes the painting water resistant and durable, besides giving it a shining 

finish. 

 

❖ State Reform Action Plan (SRAP)                                                          (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: Ministry of Commerce and Industry has informed Lok Sabha about the rankings 

of States and Union Territories (UTs) under State Reform Action Plan (SRAP), 2019. 

State Reform Action Plan (SRAP) 
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• It is an index that ranks states and Union Territories based on the implementation of the 

Business Reform Action Plan. It has been released by the Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) since 2015. 

• Its objective is to attract investments by increasing the Ease of Doing Business in each State. 

It introduces an element of healthy competition through a system of ranking states. 

 

• It includes 180 reform points covering 12 business regulatory areas such as Access to 

Information, Single Window System, Labour, Environment, Paying Taxes among others. 

• The rankings are based on feedback obtained from users/professionals against 180 out of 

187 reform points. Its method is similar to the methodology followed by the World Bank in 

its global Doing Business rankings. 

• The top five states under the SRAP 2019 are Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, 

Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand. 

SRAP, 2020: 

▪ Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade(DPIIT) has prepared a 301-

point State Reforms Action Plan,2020, and shared with States/UTs. 

▪ The Action Plan is spread across 15 reform areas. It seeks to promote a sector-specific 

approach to create an enabling business environment across various sectors in the 

country. 

▪ The various sectors include Trade License, Healthcare, Legal Metrology, Fire 

License/NOC, Cinema Halls, Hospitality, Telecom, Movie Shooting and Tourism. 

 

❖ Mega Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA) Scheme                           (Source: PIB)  

The Finance Minister has announced the launch of Mega Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA) 

Scheme. 

Mega Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA) Scheme 

The scheme aims to enable the textile industry to become globally competitive and boost 

exports. The scheme also aims to boost employment generation within the textile sector and 

also attract large investment. 

Main Features of the Scheme 

• The scheme was launched in addition to the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme. 

Under the scheme, there is a plan to establish seven textile parks over three years. 
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• These textile parks will have a world-class infrastructure. They will also have plug-and-play 

facilities (business facilities will be available ready-made) to help create global champions in 

exports in the textile sector. 

The scheme will create a level-playing field for domestic manufacturers in the international 

textiles market. It will also pave the way for India to become a global champion of textiles 

exports across all segments. 

Add On 

Indian textile sector is the sixth-largest exporter of textiles and apparel in the world. The 

industry is also among the top employers in the country providing direct employment to 45 

million people and 60 million people in allied industries. 

 

❖ Democracy Index                                                                             (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released the Democracy Index, 2020. 

In that, India dropped two places and currently at 53rd position 

Democracy Index 2020 

It was started in 2006 by the Economist Intelligence Unit. The index provides a clear image of 

the status of democracy worldwide in 167 countries. The index is based on five categories  

▪ Civil liberties 

▪ Electoral process and pluralism 

▪ Functioning of government 

▪ Political participation 

▪ Political culture 

Each country will be provided with a score of 0 to 10. These scores are decided based on the 60 

indicators within the five categories. Based on their scores, each country is then classified into 

any one of the four types of regime. Such as, 

▪ Full democracy, 

▪ Flawed democracy, 

▪ Hybrid regime, 

▪ Authoritarian regime. 
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Findings Related to India: 

India has dropped two places and India’s score was 6.61. Currently, India was in 53rd position in 

2020. This is due to: 

▪ A lapse in democratic processes among authorities. 

▪ Suppressive actions by the government on civil liberties. 

India has been classified as a ‘flawed democracy’ along with countries such as the US, France, 

Belgium and Brazil. However, India’s rank was higher than most of its neighbouring countries, 

such as Sri Lanka (68), Bangladesh (76), Bhutan (84) and Pakistan (105). 

Norway has topped the index followed by Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand and Canada 

 

❖ Essential Digital Infrastructure and Services Network (EDISON) Alliance 

(Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: World Economic Forum has announced the launch of an Essential Digital 

Infrastructure and Services Network (EDISON) Alliance 

Essential Digital Infrastructure and Services Network (EDISON) Alliance 

• Its aim is to work towards ensuring global and equitable access to the digital economy. 

• The alliance will work with governments and industries. It will accelerate digital inclusion 

and will ensure cross-sectoral collaboration between the technology industry and other 

critical sectors of the economy. 

• An expert group of Champions Leaders board will advise and support the Alliance.  

• The World Economic Forum (WEF) will serve as the secretariat and platform for the Alliance. 

Need  

Access to digital technologies has enabled many to work, learn and live during the COVID-19 

pandemic. However, the pandemic has exposed and exacerbated existing digital gaps and 

inequalities in the global population. 

Some 3.6 billion people remain offline and broadband services are too expensive for 50% of the 

population in developed countries. This hampers access to health, education, and economic 

inclusion. 

 


