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 Carbon Watch App                                                                                   (Indian Express) 

Why in News:  Chandigarh becomes the first state or Union Territory in India to launch Carbon 

Watch App. It is a mobile application to assess the carbon footprint of an individual. 

Carbon Watch App 

The app allows users to assess their carbon footprint. It also suggests ways to reduce Carbon 

Footprint. 

Carbon footprint is the amount of greenhouse gas (especially carbon dioxide) released into the 

atmosphere by particular human activity. 

The application can be downloaded through a QR code in Android-supported smart cell phones. 

When a person downloads the application, they will need to fill details in 4 parts: 

 Water category: The person requires providing data about the consumption of water. 

 Energy category: The person needs to enter the details regarding the electricity units 

consumed every month at the house. 

 Waste category: The individual needs to inform about the waste generated by her/him 

and family. 

 Transport Category: The individual will provide data about the mode of transport used 

i.e. four-wheeler, two-wheeler, or bicycle. 

Solutions provided by the Carbon Watch App 

The mobile application will automatically calculate the carbon footprint of the individual and 

suggest ways to reduce it. 

For instance, if a user says they usually travel in a car, the app would suggest taking public 

transport or a bicycle. It will also provide information such as the national and world average of 

the emission. 

 



 

 

 

 SAKSHAM Campaign                                                                       (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has launched a month-long mass 

awareness campaign ‘SAKSHAM’. 

Saksham Campaign 

Saksham is a fuel conservation campaign which was organized by Petroleum Conservation 

Research Association (PCRA) organized it. Its aim is to sensitize the masses about conservation 

and efficient use of petroleum products which will lead towards better health and environment. 

SAKSHAM 2021 

The campaign aims to convince consumers to switch to cleaner fuels and bring in behavioral 

change to use fossil fuel intelligently. The campaign will include various pan-India activities such 

as cyclothon, farmer workshops, seminars, etc. 

It has also spread awareness about 7 key drivers that collectively would help India move 

towards cleaner energy. The key drivers include: 

 Moving towards a gas-based economy 

 Cleaner use of fossil fuels 

 Greater reliance on domestic sources to drive bio-fuels 

 Achieving renewable targets with the set deadlines 

 Increased use of electric vehicles to de-carbonize mobility 

 Increased use of cleaner fuels like Hydrogen and 

 Digital innovation across all energy systems. 

PCRA 

It is a registered non-profit society under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas. It was set 

up in 1978. 

It is a national government agency, promoting energy efficiency in various sectors of the 

economy. Furthermore, it helps the government in proposing policies and strategies for 

petroleum conservation. It aims at reducing excessive dependence of the country on oil 

requirements. 

 

 



 

 

 

 ASIA Environmental Enforcement Award 2020         (Source: Down to Earth)  

Why in News: Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has received the Asia Environmental 

Enforcement Award-2020. 

Asia Environmental Enforcement Award 

 It is given by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in partnership with UNDP, 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), CITES, INTERPOL, and World Customs 

Organisation (WCO) 

 The award publicly recognizes excellence in controlling trans-boundary environmental 

crime. Government officials and institutions or teams can be awarded for the enforcement. 

 The award covers any transboundary environmental crime such as illegal trade in wildlife 

and illegal trade in chemical or waste including plastic. 

WCCB  

 It is a statutory multi-disciplinary body, established by the Government of India under the 

Ministry of Environment and Forests, to combat organized wildlife crime in the country. 

 WCCB was awarded under the category ‘Innovation’. It was awarded for “Operation 

WILDNET-II” or ‘Innovation’ for planning and conducting a multispecies enforcement 

operation. 

Operation WILDNET: The purpose of the Operation was to control the ever-growing illegal 

wildlife trade on the Internet, through social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and 

WhatsApp 

This is the second time WCCB is receiving this award. Earlier, it received this award in 2018. 

 IIT Council and Autonomy                                                          (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Union Education Minister has chaired the 54th meeting of the IIT Council. 

The council discussed the implementation of the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

IIT Council 

 The IIT Council is headed by the Union Education Minister. It also includes the directors of 

all IITs and the chairman of each IIT’s Board of Governors. 



 

 

 IIT Council advises on admission standards, duration of courses, degrees, and other 

academic distinctions. It also lays down policy regarding cadre, methods of recruitment, and 

conditions of service of employees. 

Key Recommendations by IIT Council 

 It has set up 4 committees to look into the issue of greater autonomy for the IITs, as 

recommended by NEP, 2020. Moreover, these committees will look into the issues like 

reform of the academic Senate, grooming faculty to head the IITs, and innovative funding 

mechanisms. 

 It has recommended a reduction in staff strength of IITs, especially non-teaching 

manpower. It is due to the increasing digitization and outsourcing. Currently, IITs have one 

faculty member for every 10 students, whereas, for every 10 faculty, there are 11 staff 

members. 

 The council has suggested arranging an Online IIT Research and Development (R&D) fair. It 

will showcase the quality research work of IITs to the industry. 

 The IITs should develop an Institute Development Plan to improve the mobility of faculty 

between institution and industry. 

 

 Go Electric Company                                                                                 (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways launches the “Go Electric” 

Campaign. 

Go Electric Campaign 

It is a campaign of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) to promote and spread awareness on 

electric mobility. 

Objective 

 It will boost the confidence of electric vehicle manufacturers. 

 Furthermore, it will spread awareness about the benefits of e-mobility and EV Charging 

Infrastructure in India. 

 BEE will provide technical support to the State Designated Agencies (SDAs) for its 

implementation on a state and national level. 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) 

It is a statutory body. It was established in 2002 under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001. 



 

 

 

 India Energy Outlook 2021                                                                       (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: International Energy Agency (IEA) releases the India Energy Outlook 2021 

Report. 

India Energy Outlook 2021 

 This report aims to ensure reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy for a growing 

population. It explores the opportunities and challenges ahead for India. 

 It examines the long-term impacts of the pandemic on India’s energy supply, demand, and 

investment using the latest available energy data. Furthermore, it also suggests pathways 

out of the crisis. 

Key Findings of the Report 

 Energy Consumer: Currently, India is the fourth-largest global energy consumer behind 

China, the United States, and the European Union (EU). By 2030, India may overtake the EU 

as the world’s 3rd biggest energy consumer. 

 Natural Gas Demand: India will become the fastest-growing market for Natural gas with 

demand more than tripling by 2040. Natural gas import dependency will also increase from 

20% in 2010 to almost 50% in 2019. It will grow further to more than 60% in 2040. 

 More Oil import: India is currently the world’s second-biggest net oil importer after China. 

It currently imports about 76% of its crude oil needs. That reliance on overseas oil is 

expected to rise to 90% by 2030 and 92% by 2040. 

 Renewable Energy: India’s share in the growth in renewable energy is the second-largest in 

the world after China. 

 Coal Demand: Over 80% of India’s energy needs are met by three fuels: coal, oil, and solid 

biomass. Among them, coal currently dominates India’s electricity sector. It accounts for 

over 70% of overall generation with only about 4% produced through solar energy. 

 Global Emitter: India is currently the 3rd-largest global emitter of CO2, despite low per 

capita CO2 emissions. By 2040, India’s emissions of carbon dioxide could rise as much as 

50%. That would make India the second-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, trailing only 

behind China. 

 Urban Population: By 2040, an estimated 270 million people are likely to be added to 

India’s urban population. However, even with such rapid urbanization, the share of India’s 

population living in urban areas in 2040 is still expected to be less than 50%. 



 

 

 

 Intensified Mission Indradhanush 3.0                                    (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Recently Union Health Minister launched Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 

3.0 in India. After the launch, States and UTs have started the implementation of the IMI 3.0. 

Immunisation Program India 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare introduced the Immunization Program in India in 

1978. It was released in the name of ‘Expanded Program of Immunization’ (EPI). 

 In 1985, the EPI program was modified as ‘Universal Immunization Program’ (UIP). This 

was to be implemented in a phased manner to cover all districts in the country. Despite 

being operational for many years, UIP able to fully immunize only 65% of children in their 

first year of life. 

Mission Indradhanush 

It was launched in 2014. The aim of the mission was to ensure full immunization with all 

available vaccines for children up to two years of age. Further, the mission aims to vaccinate 

pregnant women who were either unvaccinated or partially vaccinated under UIP. 

Diseases covered for Vaccines: Under the mission, vaccination is provided free of cost against 

12 vaccine-preventable diseases. Such as Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio, Measles, 

Rubella, severe form of Childhood Tuberculosis, Rotavirus diarrhea, Hepatitis B, Meningitis & 

Pneumonia caused by Haemophilus Influenza type B, Pneumococcal Pneumonia and Japanese 

Encephalitis. 

However, under Mission Indradhanush, Vaccination against Japanese Encephalitis and 

Haemophilus influenza type B is provided only in selected districts of the country. 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 

It was launched in 2017. The aim was to vaccinate each and every child up to two years of age. 

Apart from that, IMI also vaccinates all those pregnant women who have been left uncovered 

under the routine immunisation program/UIP. 

Special attention was given to unserved /low coverage pockets and urban slums with a 

migratory population.  

Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 2.0 



 

 

It was launched in December 2019. It aimed to achieve targets of full immunization coverage in 

272 districts of 27 States. Full immunization of 652 blocks in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar also 

targeted. Hard-to-reach and huge tribal populated region were chosen as blocks. The mission 

has a focus on urban, underserved population and tribal areas. 

IMI 2.0 also had Inter-ministerial and inter-departmental coordination. 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 3.0 

 It aims to cover children and pregnant women who missed the routine immunisation during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Beneficiaries from migration areas and hard to reach areas will be 

targeted. 

 The mission will follow the COVID-Appropriate Behaviour (CAB) approach during the 

immunisation activities. 

 States have been asked to follow a “staggered approach” (Staged approach) to avoid 

crowding at the vaccination sites.

 
 Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund    (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development (AHIDF) is a Central Sector 

Scheme. It was launched by the Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, and Dairying. 

To facilitate incentivization of investments for: 

 Dairy processing and value addition infrastructure 

 Meat processing and value addition infrastructure and 

 Animal Feed Plant 

Objectives 

 To help increase milk and meat processing capacity and increase exports from these 

sectors 

 To develop entrepreneurship and generate employment 

 It would increase the price realization for the producer 

 To make available quality concentrated animals feed to cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat, pig 

to poultry. 

The following entities will be eligible under AHIDF 

 Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) 

 Private companies 



 

 

 Individual entrepreneurs 

 Section 8 companies 

 Micro Small and Medium Enterprises 

Benefits under the scheme 

 Loan Contribution: The beneficiaries are to contribute a minimum of 10% margin money as 

an investment. The balance of 90% would be the loan component to be made available by 

scheduled banks. 

 Interest Subvention: The Government of India will provide a 3% interest subvention to 

eligible beneficiaries. 

 Loan Moratorium: There will be a 2 years moratorium period for the principal loan amount 

and 6 years repayment period thereafter. 

 Credit Guarantee Fund: NABARD would maintain a Credit Guarantee Fund. It would provide 

a Credit guarantee to those sanctioned projects which are covered under MSME defined 

ceilings. Guarantee Coverage would be up to 25% of the Credit facility of the borrower. 

 

 City Innovation Index                                                                   ( Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launches the City Innovation 

exchange (CiX) platform. 

City Innovation exchange (CiX) Platform 

 The platform aims to connect cities to innovators. It will help to design innovative 

solutions for pressing urban challenges. The platform is built on the philosophy of 

‘everyone is an innovator’. 

 The Smart Cities Mission will partner and effectively collaborate with Startup India, Atal 

Innovation Mission, AGNIi, and other initiatives in the Indian Innovation ecosystem. 

 Currently, the platform has more than 400 start-ups, 100 smart cities, more than 150 

challenges statements, and over 215 solutions. 

Significance of the platform 

 The platform brings together Citizens-Organizations -Academic Businesses-Government to 

co-create solutions for the future of Urban India. 

 The platform will help cities in adopting solutions that will enhance the quality of life for 

their residents. Moreover, it will significantly improve the Ease of Doing Business. 



 

 

 It will also be a significant addition to the growing innovation ecosystem of India as it 

focuses on fostering innovative practices in cities. 

AGNIi – Accelerating Growth of New India’s Innovations 

 Nodal Agency: It is a program of the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the 

Government of India and a Mission under the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and 

Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). 

 Purpose: It helps commercialize Indian technological innovations. It supports technology 

initiatives by connecting owners of innovative and new solutions with the market. 

 Implementation: It is executed at Invest India, India’s National Investment Promotion 

Agency. 

 

 State of Environment Report, 2021  

Why in News: Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has released the State of Environment 

Report, 2021. 

State of Environment Report, 2021 

 It is an annual publication by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) along with 

Down To Earth. 

 It covers aspects such as forests, wildlife, agriculture, rural development, water and 

sanitation, and climate change. This publication is regarded as the most credible and 

complete annual survey of India’s environment. 

Findings 

Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic 

 Pandemic Generation: The country is all set to host a ‘pandemic generation’. 375 

million children (from newborn to 14-year-olds) have a long-lasting impact ranging from 

being underweight, stunting, and increased child mortality. 

 Hidden Victims of Pandemic: The pandemic has its hidden victims. Out of the 500 

million children forced out of school globally, India accounts for more than 50%. 

 Increase in Poverty: Covid-19 has also turned the world’s poor into poorer. 115 million 

additional people might get pushed into extreme poverty and most of them live in South 

Asia. 

On Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 



 

 

 India ranks 117 among 192 nations in terms of sustainable development. It is behind all 

South Asian nations except Pakistan. 

 Five best performing states in achieving SDGs: Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Telangana 

 Five worst-performing states in achieving SDGs: Bihar, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Meghalaya, and Uttar Pradesh. 

On biodiversity and forests 

 Environmental crime cases are increasing and disposal of the cases is slow. In 2019, 

34,671 crimes were registered and 49,877 cases are pending trial. To clear the backlog 

in a year, courts need to dispose of 137 cases a day. 

 Forestland diversion is continuing consistently. In 2019, over 11,000 hectares were 

diverted in 22 states. Eight coal projects were granted clearance in ‘No-Go’ areas. These 

projects diverted around 19,614 ha of forestland and evicted over 10,000 families. 

 

 

 Swachh Iconic Places Initiates                                                        (Source: Express) 

Why in News: The Ministry of Jal Shakti has announced 12 iconic sites. Sites will be covered 

under Phase IV of the Swachh Iconic Places (SIP) Initiative. 

Swachh Iconic Places (SIP) Initiative 

 It is an initiative of the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal 

Shakti under Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) 

 It aims to improve the sanitation and cleanliness standards at and around the sites. The 

initiative will ensure a distinctly higher level of Sanitation/Cleanliness at these places, 

especially on the peripheries and in the approach area. 

 The initiative is being coordinated by the Ministry of Jal Shakti in association with the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Culture, 

and the concerned State/UT governments. 

 

 

 


