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(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

❖ 100 Days Special Campaign                                                          (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources provided 

information that only half of the government schools and anganwadis have a tap water supply. 

It is despite a 100-day special campaign by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

Centre’s 100-day Special Campaign 

▪ Launched by on 2nd October 2020, the Ministry of Jal Shakti had launched the 100-day 

Special Campaign. 

▪ It aims to provide a 100% potable piped water supply for drinking and cooking 

purposes. And tap water for washing hands and in toilets in every school, Anganwadi 

and ashram shala, or residential tribal school. 

▪ The campaign was launched as children are more susceptible to water-borne diseases. 

Moreover, there is also a need for repeated washing of hands as a precautionary 

measure during the pandemic. 

▪ The campaign was to end on January 10, 2021. However, it has been extended till 

March 31, 2021, as some States/ UTs have asked for more time to complete the task. 

Analysis of the Target Achievements  

▪ Seven States:  Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 

Telangana, and Punjab have achieved 100% coverage. 

▪ Around 1.82 lakh grey water management structures and 1.42 lakh rainwater harvesting 

structures were also constructed in schools and anganwadi centers. 

▪ Only half of the government schools (53.3%) and anganwadi’s (48.5%) have a tap water 

supply. 

▪ Tap water supply is only available in less than 8% of schools in Uttar Pradesh, 11% in 

West Bengal, and 2-6% of anganwadi’s in Assam, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, and Bengal. 

 



 
 

❖ Malaria Free Country                                                             (Source: Down to Earth)  

Why in News: El Salvador becomes the first Malaria-free country in Central America and the 

third in America.  It received a Malaria-free certificate from the World Health Organization 

(WHO). 

Malaria 

Malaria is a disease caused by the Plasmodium parasites. It is transmitted to people through 

the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. 

Malaria Free Country Status is granted 

Certification of malaria elimination is the official recognition of Malaria free status by WHO. It 

depends upon the following conditions: 

▪ When it is proved that the local transmission chain of the disease is disrupted 

nationwide for at least three consecutive years. 

▪ After that, a fully functional surveillance and response system to prevent re-

establishment transmission shall be in place. 

In the last decade, 9 countries across the world were declared malaria-free by WHO. The 

countries are Algeria; Argentina; Morocco; Turkmenistan; Armenia; Maldives; Sri Lanka; 

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

Malaria Cases 

▪ Average Malaria Cases Every Year: Over 200 million cases of malaria are reported across 

the world every year. More than 400,000 people die of this disease. 

▪ Malaria cases in 2019: In 2019, 229 million cases of malaria and over 4 lakh deaths from 

the malaria were recorded across the world. An astounding 94% of these cases and 

deaths were in African Region. 

▪ India: In India, malaria infections fell by 14.4 million between 2000 and 2019, the largest 

reduction in South-East Asia. However, in 2019, the country accounted for about 86% of 

all malaria deaths in the region. 

Initiatives: 

▪ E-2020 Initiative: It was launched by WHO. Under this initiative, WHO is working with 21 

countries to scale up efforts to achieve elimination within the next few years. The 



 
countries were identified by WHO in 2016 as having the potential to become malaria-

free by 2020. 

▪ Malaria Elimination Research Alliance-India (MERA-India): It was launched by the 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). It is a conglomeration of partners working 

on malaria control. The aim is to harness and reinforce research in a coordinated way in 

order to achieve a tangible impact on malaria elimination. 

▪ High Burden to High Impact (HBHI): It was launched by WHO in 11 high malaria burden 

countries including India. The initiative has four key response elements:  

(i) Political will to reduce malaria deaths  

(ii) Strategic information to drive impact  

(iii) Better guidance, policies, and strategies, and  

(iv) A coordinated national malaria response. 

▪ In India, the Implementation of the HBHI initiative started in four states i.e. West 

Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh in July 2019. 

 

❖  Food Waste Index                                                                  (Source: Indian Express) 

Why in News: The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) releases the Food Waste Index 

Report 2021. 

Food Waste Index Report, 2021 

The Report aims at supporting the goals of SDG 12.3. It does so by presenting the most 

comprehensive food waste data collection and analysis. 

SDG Target 12.3: It aims to halve global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and 

reduce food losses, including post-harvest losses, along supply chains by 2030. 

Highlights 

▪ Food Waste: An estimated 17% (931 million ton) of total global food production was 

wasted in 2019. Among them, 61% of the global waste came from households, 26% 

from food service and 13% from retail. 

▪ Food Wastes across income groups: Household per capita food waste generation is 

broadly similar across country income groups. It suggests that action on food waste is 

equally relevant in high, upper‐middle and lower-middle-income countries. 

▪ Hunger across the World: In 2019, some 690 million people were impacted by hunger 

and three billion were unable to afford a healthy diet. 

Impact of Food Waste: 



 
Environment Impact: Around 8-10% of global greenhouse gas emissions are associated with 

food that is not consumed.  

Economic Impact: Food loss and waste cause about $940 billion per year in economic losses. 

Add ON 

About Food Systems Summit 

▪ UN Secretary-General will convene the Food Systems Summit in 2021. It is part of the 

Decade of Action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

▪ Purpose: The Summit will launch bold new actions to deliver progress on all 17 SDGs. 

Each of the actions relies to some degree on healthier, more sustainable, and equitable 

food systems. 

 

❖   All Women On board Initiative                                                      (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Union Minister has flagged off an all-women crew onboard Shipping 

Corporation of India (SCI) vessel named “MT Swarna Krishna”. This initiative was taken to 

celebrate International Women’s Day. 

This is the first time in the world maritime history that a ship is being sailed by all women 

officers. The move also demonstrated the gradual shift in the perception of seafaring as a male-

oriented profession and the principles of Diversity & Inclusion that SCI upholds. 

MT Swarna Krishna Vessel: MT Swarna Krishna was built in 2010. It is a shipping tanker of the 

Shipping Corporation of India Limited (SCI). 

Shipping Corporation of India Limited (SCI) 

SCI is a Government of India Public Sector Enterprise. It was established in 1961 by an 

amalgamation of Eastern Shipping Corporation and Western Shipping Corporation. It operates 

and manages vessels that service both the national and international lines. 

International Women’s Day 

▪ International Women’s Day (IWD) (March 8) is a global day celebrating the social, 

economic, cultural, and political achievements of women. This day also marks a call to 

action for accelerating gender parity. 



 
▪ In 1975, the United Nations celebrated Women’s day for the first time. Then in 1977, 

the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution proclaiming a United Nations Women’s 

Day. 

▪ Theme for 2021: The theme is “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a 

COVID-19 world”.  And the campaign theme is #Choose To Challenge. 

 

❖ Global Energy and Environment Leadership Award         (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Prime Minister received the Global Energy and Environment Leadership 

Award. 

Global Energy and Environment Leadership Award: Global Energy and Environment 

Leadership Award was instituted in 2016. 

It is awarded by the Cambridge Energy Research Associates Week (CERA Week) 

▪ The Global Energy and Environment Leadership award recognize the commitment of 

leadership to the future of global energy and the environment.  

▪ It is awarded for Providing solutions and policies for energy access, affordability, and 

environmental stewardship. 

CERAWeek 

It was founded in 1983 by Daniel Yergin. It is an annual energy conference organized by the 

information and insights company IHS Markit in Houston, US. The conference provides a 

platform for discussion on a range of energy-related topics. 

❖ Index of Economic Freedom 2021                                            ( Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Heritage Foundation releases The Index of Economic Freedom 2021. 

Highlights 

▪ India ranked 121st in the index with a score of 56.5 points. In Asia-Pacific, India ranked 

26th among the 40 countries. 

Other Key Findings 

Singapore tops the index followed by New Zealand, Australia, Switzerland, and Ireland. 



 
Hong Kong was left out of the 2021 index calculation for the first time. It is because of China’s 

increasing control over the city’s economic policies. Hong Kong topped the index for 25 out of 

26 years except for 2020. 

Index of Economic Freedom 

• It is an annual index.  This index created in 1995 by think-tank The Heritage Foundation and 

The Wall Street Journal. 

• It measures the degree of economic freedom in countries across the world. The Index 

covered economic freedoms in 184 countries. 

• Parameters: The index measures 12 indicators grouped into four broad categories of 

economic freedom: 

▪ Rule of Law (property rights, government integrity, judicial effectiveness) 

▪ Government Size (government spending, tax burden, fiscal health) 

▪ Regulatory Efficiency (business freedom, labour freedom, monetary freedom) 

▪ Open Markets (trade freedom, investment freedom, and financial freedom). 

Each of these twelve economic freedoms within these categories is graded on a scale of 0 to 

100. Score 0 is the least economic freedom and score 100 is the highest economic freedom. 

❖ Umbrella Schemes under Ministry of Women and Child Development   (PIB)                                                      

Why in News: The Ministry of Women and Child Development has decided to classify all of its 

major programs under three Umbrella Schemes:  Mission Shakti, Mission POSHAN 2.0, and 

Mission Vatsalya. 

This step has been taken to ensure the effective implementation of various program and 

schemes of the Ministry. 

Three umbrella Schemes 

Mission Shakti: Mission Shakti will consist of the schemes and policies for the empowerment 

and protection of women. Mission Shakti will cover schemes under two categories: 

▪ SAMBAL: This category will include schemes such as One Stop Centre, Mahila Police 

Volunteer, Women’s Helpline, Swadhar, Ujjawala among others. 

▪ SAMARTHYA: This category will include schemes such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana among others. 

Mission Shakti will run in convergence with the other two Umbrella Schemes. 



 
Mission Vatsalya:  Mission Vatsalya will be looking into the child welfare services and child 

protection services all over the country. Mission Vatsalya will include the Scheme for Child 

Protection Services, a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

Saksham Anganwadi and Mission POSHAN 2.0 scheme: This will include schemes such as 

Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS), Anganwadi Services, Poshan Abhiyan, Scheme for 

Adolescent Girls, National Creche Scheme among others. 

Mission Poshan 2.0: The government will be merging the Poshan Abhiyan and supplementary 

nutrition program to launch Mission Poshan 2.0. Mission Poshan 2.0 will look into the ways and 

measures for strengthening the nutritional content, outreach, delivery, and outcomes. 

❖ NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI)                             (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) India jointly releases a new 

report titled ‘Mobilising Electric Vehicle Financing in India’. 

The report highlights the role of finance in India’s transition to electric vehicles (EVs). Further, 

the report also identifies solutions for capital and financing to aid in India’s EV transition. 

Highlights 

▪ India’s Electric Vehicle ecosystem has so far focused on overcoming adoption hurdles. 

These hurdles are associated with technology cost, infrastructure availability, and 

consumer behaviour. However, financing is the next critical barrier that needs to be 

addressed to accelerate India’s electric mobility transition. 

▪ According to the report, the transition to Electric Vehicles (EVs) will require a capital 

investment of over 19 lakh crore rupees. This has to be spent on electric vehicles, 

charging infrastructure, and batteries over the next decade. Moreover, India’s Electric 

Vehicle financing industry is projected to be Rs 3.7 lakh Crore in 2030. It is about 80% of 

the current size of India’s retail vehicle finance industry. 

The report has provided several solutions that financial institutions can adopt in catalysing 

Electric Vehicle financing. 

▪ Inclusion of EVs in Priority sector lending (PSL): Reserve Bank of India (RBI) can include 

EVs in PSL guidelines. This would incentivize banks to increase lending towards the 

sector.  



 
▪ Interest rate subvention: Government can provide interest rate subventions to make 

loans affordable. This has already been enacted in other sectors and at a state level. For 

example in Delhi. 

▪ Product guarantees and warranties: The manufacturers of EVs can provide guarantees 

and warranties on the performance of their products. This would improve their 

bankability. 

▪ Risk-sharing mechanism (government and multilateral-led): Partly or entirely covering 

the possible losses associated with Electric Vehicle financing can build trust in the 

sector. 

▪ Secondary market development: Government can help develop a secondary market for 

electric vehicles. This will improve the resale value of EVs and improve their bankability. 

▪ Digital lending: The loans for EVs can be provided digitally. This will help in overcoming 

the operational and logistical challenges of Electric Vehicle financing. 

▪ Open data repository for EVs: Financial Institutions (FIs) need access to data on EV 

specifications, actual charging costs, and operating expenditures. This will help 

institutions accurately assess risk, determine appropriate interest rates, and design 

effective leasing programs. 

 

❖ Pradhan Mantri Swasthy Suraksha Nidhi                                            (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Union Cabinet approves the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 

(PMSSN). 

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 

This program will ensure access to universal & affordable health care through a fund that does 

not lapse at the end of the financial year. 

Features:  

• It has been set up as a single non-lapsable reserve fund for a share of Health. 

• It will be made from the share of health in the proceeds of Health and Education Cess. 

• The fund will be administered and maintained by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

• Note: Finance Minister announced the 4% Health and Education Cess during the Budget 

2018-19. It replaced the existing 3% Education Cess. 

• The fund will be utilized for the following flagship schemes of the Ministry of Health & 

Family Welfare: 

▪ Ayushman Bharat: Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) 

▪ Ayushman Bharat: Health and Wellness Centers (AB-HWCs) 



 
▪ National Health Mission 

▪ Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) 

▪ Emergency & disaster preparedness and responses during health emergencies 

▪ Any future program/scheme that targets to achieve progress towards SDGs and the 

targets set out in the National Health Policy (NHP) 2017. 

 

❖ Troika- plus –Pakistan Conference                                  (Source: Indian Express) 

Why in News: Russia has planned to hold a Troika-plus-Pakistan conference on Afghanistan in 

Moscow, Russia. 

Troika-plus-Pakistan Conference 

▪ Troika-plus-Pakistan meeting involves consultations between the US, Russia, China, 

Pakistan along with the representatives of the Afghanistan government, Taliban, and 

other senior Afghan leaders. 

▪ The meeting is expected to discuss ways to assist in advancing the intra-Afghan talks in 

Doha. It aims to reduce the level of violence and to end the armed conflict in 

Afghanistan.  

▪ Unlike the United Nations (UN) led summit proposed by the US, India has not been 

invited to this Russian conference. 

Why was India excluded from the conference? 

According to diplomatic sources, the Troika process is an already established mechanism. There 

was no deliberate attempt to leave India out of the proposed talks on Afghanistan. Further, 

the “Troika Plus” meeting would run in addition to and not counter to the US proposals for the 

future roadmap for Afghanistan. 

❖ ISRO-JAXA Virtual Meeting                                                         (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and the Japanese space agency, Japan 

Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) held a virtual meeting. 

Key takeaways from the ISRO-JAXA virtual meeting 

India and Japan agreed to explore opportunities for cooperation in space situational awareness 

and professional exchange programs. They have signed an Implementing Arrangement for 

collaborative activities on rice crop area and air quality monitoring using satellite data. 



 
Further, the two agencies also reviewed ongoing cooperation to launch a joint lunar polar 

exploration (LUPEX) mission. 

Lunar Polar Exploration (LUPEX) Mission 

LUPEX is a robotic lunar mission by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Japan 

Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). The mission aims to send a lunar rover and lander to 

explore the South Pole region of the Moon in 2024. 

The mission will demonstrate new surface exploration technologies related to vehicular 

transport. It will also test lunar night survival capabilities for sustainable lunar exploration in the 

South Pole region of the moon. 

JAXA is likely to provide the H3 launch vehicle and the rover. While ISRO would be responsible 

for the lander for this mission. 

India’s Space Cooperation with other countries 

India and Italy have decided to explore opportunities in earth observation, space science, and 

robotic and human exploration. India and Australia are also in discussions. Australia may host 

vital tracking infrastructure to support the Gaganyaan manned space flight mission. 

❖     Global Breast Cancer Initiative                                             ( Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The World Health Organization (WHO) announced an initiative called the 

“Global Breast Cancer Initiative”. 

Global Breast Cancer Initiative: The initiative aims to reduce global breast mortality by 2.5% by 

2040. The initiative will particularly focus on reducing deaths in low-income countries. There 

the progress to tackle the disease is relatively slow. 

Key Features of the Initiative: 

▪ Guidance to Governments: Under the initiative, WHO will work with other UN agencies. 

They will provide guidance to governments on how to strengthen systems for 

diagnosing and treating breast cancer. It is expected to improve capacities to manage 

other types of cancer. 

▪ Evidence-based Technical Package: An evidence-based technical package will also be 

provided to countries as part of the initiative. It will incorporate existing WHO cancer 

tools and products. 

Breast Cancer 



 
▪ Breast cancer is the most common form of cancer in women. It is responsible for one in 

six cancer deaths among women and has overtaken lung cancer as the world’s most 

commonly diagnosed cancer. 

▪ Survival Rates: Breast cancer survives for five years after diagnosis exceeds 80% in most 

high-income countries. However, it is 66% in India and 40% in South Africa. 

 

❖ Axtrex                                                                                                  ( Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: French Space Command (CDE) launched its first military space exercise 

called AsterX. 

The exercise has been named AsterX in reference to the first French satellite, which was put 

into orbit in 1965. During the exercise, the French Military aims to monitor a potentially 

dangerous space object. It will also analyze threats to its own satellite from another foreign 

power possessing a considerable space force. 

The new US Space Force and German space agencies are also taking part in this exercise along 

with France. 

The exercise is a part of France’s strategy to become the world’s third-largest space power after 

the USA and China. These space military exercises are also the first-ever attempt not only for 

France but also for Europe. 


