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 SHAPHARI Scheme                                                                                        (The Hindu) 

Why in News: Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) launches a certification 

scheme for aquaculture called the “Shaphari Scheme”. 

Shaphari Scheme 

Shaphari is a Sanskrit word that means the superior quality of fishery products suitable for 

human consumption. It is an Antibiotics free Certification Scheme. It certifies hatcheries and 

farms for the production of antibiotic-free shrimp products. By doing that, it aims to: 

 Enhance the consumer confidence, 

 Meet international standards 

 Promote hassle-free export 

The entire certification process will be online to minimize human errors and ensure higher 

credibility and transparency. The scheme is based on the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 

Organization’s technical guidelines on aquaculture certification. 

Components: The scheme will have two components: 

 Certifying hatcheries for the quality of their seeds and 

 Separately approving shrimp farms that adopt the requisite good practices. 

Significance: The certification of fish hatcheries under the Shaphari Scheme will help farmers 

easily identify good quality seed producers. Those who successfully clear multiple audits of 

their operations shall receive a certificate for a period of two years. 

Scheme launched 

 India is the second-largest fish producer in the world. 

 Fish Sector provides employment to 14 million people in harvesting, processing packaging, 

and distribution. 

 Frozen shrimp is the largest exported item from India. It constitutes 50.58% in quantity and 

73.2% in terms of total U.S. dollar earnings from the sector during 2019-20. 



 
 India exported frozen shrimp worth almost $5 billion in 2019-20 to the U.S. and China — its 

biggest buyers. 

 Major Producing States: Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu are 

the major shrimp producing States. 

 However, a combination of factors had hurt export volumes in recent months including 

container shortages and incidents of seafood consignments being rejected because of food 

safety concerns. Hence, the scheme was launched. 

 

 DOLPHIN Census                                                                               (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Odisha State Forest and Environment Department released the final data on 

the dolphin census. The census covers almost the entire coast of Odisha. 

Key Findings of the Dolphin Census 

 Number of Dolphins: The number of dolphins increased by 311 in Odisha taking the total 

number up to 544 Dolphins. In the 2020 census, there were a total of 233 dolphins in the 

Odisha state. 

 Dolphin Species: Census recorded three species of Dolphins: Irrawaddy, bottle-nose, and 

humpback dolphins. 

 Irrawaddy Dolphins: The population of Irrawaddy dolphins jumps from 146 in 2020 to 162 

this year. These Dolphins mostly reside in Chilika lake. Apart from Chilika, 39 Irrawaddy 

dolphins also sighted in the Rajnagar mangrove division. 

 The rise in the Irrawaddy dolphin population in Chilika is due to the eviction of illegal fish 

enclosures. 

 Humpback Dolphins: The highest growth is observed in the case of humpback dolphins. In 

2021, their population increased to 281. 

 Bottlenose Dolphin: The number of bottle-nose dolphin’s increases from 23 in 2020 to 54 in 

2021. 

Irrawaddy Dolphins 

 Irrawaddy Dolphins (Orcaella Brevirostris) are oceanic dolphins. Thus, It resides in brackish 

water near coasts, river mouths, and estuaries in South and Southeast Asia. They have a 

bulging forehead and short beak. Further, they pop out their head out of the water to 

breathe. 

 Habitat: It extends from the Bay of Bengal to New Guinea and the Philippines. 



 
 Rivers: They reside in three rivers namely The Irrawaddy (Myanmar), the Mahakam 

(Indonesian Borneo), and the Mekong. 

 Population: As per estimations, there are less than 7500 Irrawaddy Dolphins in the world. 

More than 6,000 Irrawaddy dolphins have been reported from Bangladesh. 

 IUCN Status: Endangered 

Humpback Dolphin 

Humpback dolphins stay in relatively shallow near shore waters throughout their range. It 

includes most of the coastlines in Australia, Africa, and Asia. There are four species of 

humpback dolphins with very little overlap between their ranges: 

 Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (IUCN Status: Vulnerable) 

 Indian Ocean humpback dolphin (IUCN Status: Endangered) 

 Atlantic humpback dolphin (IUCN Status: Critically Endangered) 

 Australian humpback dolphin (IUCN Status:  Vulnerable) 

Bottlenose Dolphin 

Further, Bottlenose dolphins are the most common members of the family of oceanic dolphins. 

Bottlenose dolphins inhabit warm and temperate seas worldwide. Thus, they are found 

everywhere except for the Arctic and Antarctic Circle regions. 

  LILAWATI Awards 2020                                                                           (Source: PIB) 

Why in News:  Union Minister of Education has presented the AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on 

women empowerment to the winners. 

Lilavati Awards 

Lilavati Award is an initiative of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). It aims to 

recognise efforts by AICTE-approved institutions to treat women with equality and fairness. The 

award has got its name after the 12th-century book called “Lilavati”. The Mathematician 

Bhaskara II wrote this book. 

To create awareness about issues like sanitation, hygiene, health, nutrition, literacy, 

employment, technology, credit, marketing, innovation, skill development, natural resources, 

and rights among women.  

Women’s health, self-defence, sanitation, literacy, entrepreneurship, and legal awareness 

Theme: Women Empowerment 



 
Prize: In each sub-category, the top three winners will receive award certificates as well as prize 

money. The first prize winner will get Rs. 1 lakh, the second winner will get Rs. 75,000 and the 

third winner will get Rs. 50,000. 

Significance: The award ensures the participation of women and enables them to hold higher 

positions in educational institutions. 

    DIKSHA PLATFORM                                                                       (Source: Express) 

Why in News: As per a study by Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, Visually impaired students can’t 

access more than half of NCERT material on DIKSHA platform. 

About the study 

 The study conducted a systematic review of the Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing 

(DIKSHA) portal. The platform is a national platform for school education. 

 Purpose: It analyzed how much the DIKSHA portal is Accessible for Students with Visual 

Disabilities. 

Key findings 

The assessment of inaccessibility conducted on two fronts: 

 Inaccessibility of the DIKSHA platform: 

The DIKSHA web platform has a variety of accessibility issues. That makes it difficult for 

visual disabilities persons to independently navigate it to search and access the content 

they are looking for. 

 Inaccessibility of the resources on the DIKSHA platform: 

NCERTs: All chapters sampled from NCERT e-textbooks uploaded in an appropriate etext 

format. However, only 36.4% were completely accessible and 54.5% had inaccessible 

elements and 9.1% were completely inaccessible. 

SCERTs: 

 Of the 21 SCERT chapters sampled for Tamil Nadu, 90.5% were totally inaccessible. Only one 

of the sampled chapters was totally accessible using a screen reader. 

 Out of the 22 SCERTs chapters sampled for Telangana, none were totally inaccessible. 

However, 95.5% were partially inaccessible, and only one chapter was totally accessible. 

 Subject wise Inaccessibility: Mathematics chapters had the highest number of inaccessible 

learning activities at 80%. It was followed by English, Science, and Geography chapters. 



 
DIKSHA Platform: 

 DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing) is a national platform for teachers to 

excel in school education. 

 It is an initiative of the National Council for Education Research and Training (NCERT), 

Ministry of Education. 

 Purpose: The DIKSHA platform offers engaging learning material, relevant to the prescribed 

school curriculum, to teachers, students, and parents. 

 Significance: DIKSHA made it possible amid Corona Pandemic, for all states and Union 

Territories, to enable learning and education at home through innovative state programs. 

 The Union Minister for Science and Technology will launch a mission called `Aahaar Kranti’. 

 

 Aahaar Kranti Mission                                                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and the Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum (GIST) will 

launch Aahaar Kranti Mission. 

The mission will aim to spread the message of the need for a nutritionally balanced diet. 

Further, it will highlight the importance of being accessible to all local fruits and vegetables. 

Key Features of the Mission: 

The mission will work on multiple dimensions simultaneously. It will seek to promote: 

 Better awareness 

 Better nutrition and 

 Also, better agriculture 

 These messages will be imparted through the curriculum in the form of `what’s and `why’s 

of nutrition, or through the forms of games. 

 The content will be available both online and offline and in all vernacular languages besides 

English and Hindi. It will aim to reach out to as many as possible. 

 The mission will especially focus on training teachers. Who in turn will pass on the message 

to the students and through them to their families and finally the society at large. 

 Such a strategy was adopted for the eradication of Polio, and it turned out to be a grand 

success. 

 The mission will also utilize India’s rich knowledge of Ayurveda-based nutrition to practice. 

Aim of Aahaar Kranti Mission 



 
 The mission will address the current situation of hunger in abundance. It will work to 

arouse the people to the values of India’s traditional diet, local fruits and vegetables, 

and a balanced diet. 

 Studies estimate that India produces as much as two times the amount of calories that it 

consumes. However, many in the country are still malnourished. 

 Further, the United Nations also declared 2021 as the International Year of Fruits and 

Vegetables. Hence, the Aahaar Kranti Mission vibes very well with this. Moreover, UN 

sustainable goal # 3 also emphasizes human well-being. It reads, “Ensure healthy lives 

and promote well-being for all at all ages.” 

 

 ICMR’s International Symposium                                                           (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare chairs ICMR’s International 

Symposium for one health in India. 

ICMR’s International Symposium 

ICMR’s Indian Journal of Medical Research: The journal discusses the One Health approach. 

The title of this symposium is ‘One Health in India: Research informing bio safety, 

preparedness, and response’. 

Committee on Eco-Health Initiatives: A high-level steering committee for Eco-Health Initiatives 

in India was announced. This committee will have its secretariat hosted at the ICMR. It will be 

supported by the upcoming National Institute of One Health which is planned to be set up in 

Nagpur. 

One Health 

It is an approach that recognizes that the health of humans, animals, and ecosystems are 

interconnected. 

Hence, it involves applying a coordinated and multidisciplinary approach at the local, regional, 

national and global levels. It will address potential or existing risks that originate at the animal-

human ecosystems interface. 

Importance of Approach 

The approach is important because many times the same microbes infect animals and humans 

as they share the ecosystems they live in. Hence, efforts by just one sector cannot prevent or 

eliminate the infection. 



 
Examples: Rabies in humans can be effectively prevented only by targeting the animal source of 

the virus (for example, by vaccinating dogs). Information on influenza viruses circulating in 

animals is crucial to the selection of viruses for human vaccines for potential influenza 

pandemics. 

 Thwaites Glacier                                                                            (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: esearchers at Sweden’s University of Gothenburg releases a new finding related 

to the melting of the Thwaites Glacier. They found that the melting was worse than previously 

thought. 

Thwaites Glacier 

 
Thwaites Glacier is a 120 km wide, fast-moving glacier located in Antarctica. 



 
Because of its size (1.9 lakh square km), it contains enough water to raise the world sea level by 

more than half a meter. It’s melting already contributes 4% to global sea-level rise each year. It 

is estimated that it would collapse into the sea in 200-900 years. 

Studies have found the amount of ice flowing out of it has nearly doubled over the past 30 

years. Thwaites Glacier is important for Antarctica as it slows the ice behind it, from freely 

flowing into the ocean. However, because of the risk it faces and poses Thwaites is often called 

the Doomsday Glacier. 

About the Study: 

Gothenburg study used an uncrewed submarine called “Ran” to go under the Thwaites’ glacier 

front to make observations. 

The researchers measured the strength, temperature, salinity, and oxygen content of the ocean 

currents that go under the glacier. 

Findings: The study found that warm water is approaching the glacier from all sides. It is 

impacting the locations where the ice connects to the seabed and where the ice sheet finds 

stability. This has the potential to make things worse for Thwaites, whose ice shelf is already 

retreating. 

 Judgments and Orders Portal and e-Filing 3.0 module   (PIB)                                                      

Why in News: D.Y.Chandrachud, Judge of Supreme Court and Chairperson, e-Committee of the 

Supreme Court inaugurated two new initiatives. One is the Judgments and Orders Portal and 

the other is an e-Filing 3.0 module. 

The Pune-based e-Courts project team developed these two initiatives. These initiatives are 

aimed to strengthen the legal system in the country. 

Judgments and Orders Portal 

Judgments and Orders search portal is a repository of judgments pronounced by various High 

Courts in the country. It provides a facility to search judgments and final orders based on 

multiple search criteria. 

Features: The main features of the portal are: 

 Free text search facilitates user to search judgments based on any keyword or 

combination of multiple keywords 



 
 Also, users can search judgments based on various criteria like bench, case type, case 

number, year, petitioner/ respondent name, judge name, etc. 

E-Filing 3.0 module 

 The E-Filing 3.0 module allows the electronic filing of court documents. 

 Under the module, there will be no need for lawyers or clients to visit the court premises 

for filing a case. Further, the filing process can take place even when the court, client, and 

lawyer are at three different locations. 

E-Courts Project: 

E-Courts is a Pan-India Project. The Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, monitors 

and funds this project. These are available for the District Courts across the country. 

The Project was conceptualized on the basis of the National Policy and Action Plan. The national 

policy aims at Implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the 

Indian Judiciary in 2005. Similarly, the aim of the project is to transform the Indian Judiciary by 

ICT-enabled courts. The main objectives of the Project are: 

 To provide efficient & time-bound citizen-centric service delivery. 

 To develop, install & implement decision support systems in courts. 

 Also, to automate the processes to provide transparency of Information access to its 

stakeholders. 

 Further, to enhance judicial productivity and to make the justice delivery system 

affordable, accessible, and cost-effective. 

E-Committee 

The e-Committee was set up in 2004. It provides a guide map for use of information technology 

and administrative reforms in the Indian judiciary. For that, the committee assists the CJI in 

formulating a national policy on the computerization of the judiciary. 

 India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Niti Aayog launches the India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0. Version 1.0 of the 

Dashboard was launched in May 2017. 

India Energy Dashboards 

India Energy Dashboards (IED) aims to provide single-window access to the energy data for the 

country. 



 
The dashboard compiles Energy data published/provided by various sources. Like the Central 

Electricity Authority, Coal Controller’s Organisation and Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

Key Features of the India Energy Dashboards (IED) 

India Energy Dashboards (IED) provides time-series data from FY 2005-06 until FY 2019-20; 

 The dashboard enables easy downloading of data into convenient spreadsheet formats 

in a cleaner way; 

 The dashboard provides data at sub-yearly frequencies as well. This includes monthly 

data and data from portals maintained by the government agencies. Such 

as Saubhagya, UJALA, PRAPTI and Vidyut PRAVAH. 

 It also has a ‘Feedback and Suggestions’ forum for the engagement of energy data user 

community 

 A semi-automated workflow will manage periodic updates to the IED. The workflow 

system performs basic checks and data validation, helping to avoid incorrect data entry. 

PRAAPTI Portal 

 PRAAPTI is a web portal, launched in 2018 by the Ministry of Power. 

 PRAAPTI stands for Payment ratification and analysis in power procurement for bringing 

transparency in invoicing of generators. The portal aims at enhancing transparency and 

encouraging best practices in Power Purchase transactions. 

Vidyut PRAVAH 

Vidyut PRAVAH is a mobile application launched by the Ministry of Power. It aims to provide 

data pertaining to: 

 Market price of power from power exchange 

 Value of current all India demand in GW and 

 All India and State shortage including peak hour and total energy shortage. 

 

 e-SANTA                                                                                                           (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Union Commerce and Industry Minister virtually inaugurated e-SANTA. 

e-SANTA: e-SANTA stands for Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA farmer’s trade in 

Aquaculture. 



 
e-SANTA is an electronic marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and buyers. 

Further, The platform will also act as an alternative marketing tool between farmers & buyers 

by eliminating middlemen. 

Benefits of e-SANTA Platform: 

Enhances the life of Farmers: The platform will RAISE the lives & income of farmers by: 

 Reducing Risk 

 Awareness of Products & Markets 

 Increase in Income 

 Shielding Against Wrong Practice 

 Ease of Processes. 

 Promotes Transparency: The platform promotes transparency as the process is 

completely paperless and an end-to-end electronic trade between Farmers and 

exporters. 

Greater Control: The farmers have the freedom to list their products and quote their price. 

While the exporters have the freedom to list their requirements and also to choose the 

products based on their requirements. The platform is available in many languages which will 

help the local population. 

National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture (NaCSA) 

National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture is an extension arm of Marine Products Export 

Development Authority (MPEDA), Ministry of Commerce & Industry Govt. of India. 

The objectives of NaCSA are to encourage and uplift the small and marginal farmers through 

the organization of clusters and maintaining Best Management Practices in shrimp culture. 

 Raisana Dialogue                                                                     (Source: Indian Express) 

Why in News: The Prime Minister has delivered a video address at the Inaugural Session of the 

Raisina Dialogue. 

Raisina Dialogue 

Raisina Dialogue is an annual multilateral conference on geopolitics and geo-economics. The 

Ministry of External Affairs and the Observer Research Foundation have been jointly organizing 

it since 2016. 



 
The conference discusses cooperation on the most challenging international policy matters. The 

dialogue involves a variety of global policymakers including heads of state, cabinet ministers, 

and local government officials. 

In addition, the Dialogue also welcomes major private sector executives, as well as members of 

the media and academia.  

The design of the dialogue follows Singapore’s Shangri-La Dialogue. In 2021, the conference 

was hosted in a hybrid format with in-person conversations and digital discussions. 

Theme for 2021: #ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers, and Out of Control”. 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) is an independent think tank based in New Delhi. It has 

three centers in Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata. 

It seeks to lead and aid policy thinking towards building a strong and prosperous India in a fair 

and equitable world. Also, it aims to help discover and inform India’s choices. Further, it also 

carries Indian voices and ideas to forums shaping global debates. 

 The Hydrogen Economy                                                                            (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: The Union Minister inaugurated The Hydrogen Economy – New Delhi Dialogue 

2021. 

 Hydrogen Economy – New Delhi Dialogue 2021: 

New Delhi Dialogue 2021 is organized by The Energy Forum (TEF), an independent think tank in 

India in collaboration with the Federation of Indian Petroleum Industry(FIPI). FIPI is under the 

patronage of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

The dialogue aims to discuss emerging hydrogen ecosystems and exploring opportunities for 

collaboration, cooperation and coalition. 

The dialogue will comprise a High-level Ministerial Session followed by Panel Discussions by 

eminent policymakers. The dialogue focus on policy roadmaps and mapping the demand and 

supply of Hydrogen. 

National Hydrogen Energy Mission: 

The Union Budget for 2021-22 has announced a National Hydrogen Energy Mission (NHM). The 

mission will draw a road map for using hydrogen as an energy source. 


