
 

 

 

22nd – 28th   March Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 World Happiness Report                                                                     (Source: Express) 

Why in News: World Happiness Report 2021 has been released. The report evaluated levels of 

happiness by accounting factors such as GDP, social support, personal freedom, and levels of 

corruption in each nation. 

World Happiness Report 

The World Happiness Report is an annual report published by the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network (SDSN). The report ranks countries by how happy their citizens 

perceive themselves to be. 

The World Happiness Report 2021 focuses on the effects of COVID-19 and how people all over 

the world have fared. The survey used the Gallup World Poll. The poll asked people to vote on 

three indicators: 

 Life Evaluations: Under this, people were asked to evaluate their current life using the 

image of a ladder. The best possible life for them is rated at 10 and the worst possible at 

0. 

 Positive Emotions: Under this, respondents were asked whether they smiled or laughed 

a lot the previous day. An affirmative response is coded as a 1 while a negative response 

is coded as 0. 

 Negative Emotions: Under this, people were asked whether they experienced negative 

emotions such as worry, sadness, and anger a lot on the same day. 

Key Findings Related to India 

India has been ranked 139 out of 149 countries in the World Happiness Report 2021. In 2020, 

India was ranked 144 out of 156 countries. 

Global Key Findings of the World Happiness Report 2021: 

 Finland ranked as the happiest country in the world for the fourth consecutive year. It 

was followed by Iceland, Denmark, Switzerland, The Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, 

and Norway. 



 

 

 Afghanistan (149) is the most unhappy country. This is followed by Zimbabwe (148), 

Rwanda (147), Botswana (146), and Lesotho (145). 

 

 Pabbi-Antiterror 2021                                                                    (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: India, Pakistan, China and other members of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) will hold a joint anti-terrorism exercise called “Pabbi-Antiterror-2021”. 

Exercise Pabbi-Antiterror-2021 

 Exercise Pabbi-Antiterror was announced during the 36th meeting of the Council of the 

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

 Its aim is to improve cooperation between the competent authorities of the SCO 

member states. Further, helping them in identifying and suppressing channels that 

finance terrorist activities. 

SCO 

 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental 

international organization founded in 2001. It was founded by Kazakhstan, China, 

Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

 Members: China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan. India and Pakistan were admitted to the SCO as permanent members in 

2017. 

 Observer States: Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia. 

 Dialogue Partners: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Cambodia, Nepal, Turkey and Sri Lanka. 

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS): It is a permanent organ of the SCO. RATS serve to 

promote cooperation of member states against the three evils of terrorism, separatism and 

extremism. 

 Permanent Indus Commission                                                  (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: India and Pakistan held the 116th meeting of the Permanent Indus Commission 

(PIC) in New Delhi. They will discuss water sharing issues and address each other’s concerns 

with the Indus Water Treaty. 

Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) 

The Permanent Indus Commission is a bilateral commission of officials from India and Pakistan. 

It is created to implement and manage the goals of the Indus Water Treaty, 1960.  



 

 

The Commission according to the treaty must meet regularly at least once a year. The PIC will 

hold the meeting alternately in India and Pakistan. 

Functions of the Permanent Indus Commission 

 To establish and promote cooperative arrangements for the Treaty implementation; 

 Furnishing or exchange of information or data provided in the Treaty; 

 Promote cooperation between the Parties in the development of the waters of the 

Indus system 

 Examine and resolve any question in the agreement that arises between the parties. 

The last meeting of the PIC was held in Pakistan in 2018. The Commission was scheduled to 

meet in 2020, but it was cancelled in view of the outbreak of the corona-virus pandemic. 

Key Focus of the 116th Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) meeting: 

India’s Projects on Indus River: The PIC discussed Pakistan’s objections about two Indian 

projects: 

 Pakal Dul Hydro Electric Project (1,000 MW): It is being built by India on river 

Marusudar, a tributary of the Chenab. The project is located in Kishtwar district of J&K. 

 Lower Kalnai Hydro Electric Project: It is being developed by India on the River Chenab. 

Further, routine issues such as flood data exchange mechanisms also discussed during 

the meeting. 

Indus Water Treaty 

The Indus Water Treaty, 1960 is a water-distribution treaty between India and Pakistan. 

According to the treaty, waters of the eastern rivers: Sutlej, Beas and Ravi had been allocated to 

India for unrestricted use. Similarly, the western rivers — the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab were 

allocated to Pakistan. 

However, India has been given the right to generate hydroelectricity through a run of the river 

projects on the western rivers subject to specific criteria for design and operation. Further, 

Pakistan also has the right to raise concerns on the design of Indian hydroelectric projects on 

western rivers. 

 

 



 

 

 

 KEN-BETWA PROJECT                                                                        (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh signed a memorandum of 

agreement to implement the Ken Betwa Link Project (KBLP). 

Ken-Betwa Link Project 

Ken-Betwa Link Project is the first project under the National Perspective Plan for the 

interlinking of rivers. Under this project, water from the Ken River will be transferred to the 

Betwa river. Both these rivers are tributaries of the river Yamuna. 

This project will spread across the districts of MP and UP i.e. Tikamgarh, Panna and Chhatarpur 

districts of MP and in UP; Jhansi, Banda, Lalitpur and Mahoba districts. 

 

Phases under the Project: The Ken-Betwa Link Project has two phases. 

 Under Phase-I, Daudhan dam complex and Ken-Betwa link canal and Powerhouses  will 

be completed. 



 

 

 Under Phase-II, three components Lower Orr dam, Bina complex project, and Kotha 

barrage will be constructed. 

Benefits of the Ken-Betwa Project: 

Helps Drought Prone Region of UP: The project will be of immense benefit to the water-

starved region of Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh. 

Provides Irrigation: The project is expected to provide 

 Annual irrigation for 10.62 lakh hectares area. 

 Drinking water supply to about 62 lakh people, 

 103 MW of hydropower. 

Biodiversity Concerns: The project is expected to affect the Panna Tiger Reserve. Out of the 

6,017 ha of forest area coming under the Daudhan dam of Ken Betwa Link Project, 4,206 ha of 

the area lies within the core tiger habitat of Panna Tiger Reserve. 

National River Linking Project (NRLP) 

National River Linking Project (NRLP) also known as the National Perspective Plan aims to link 

Indian rivers by a network of reservoirs and canals. The main objective is to transfer water from 

water ‘surplus’ basins suffering from floods to water ‘deficit’ basins suffering from 

drought/scarcity. 

The NRLP is managed by National Water Development Agency (NWDA) under the Ministry of 

Jal Shakti. The plan proposes 30 river links to connect 37 rivers across India under two 

components: 

 Himalayan Rivers Development Component: Under this, 14 river links have been 

identified. 

 Peninsular Rivers Development Component or the Southern Water Grid: It includes 16 

river links. Ken Betwa Link Project is one among them. 

 

  PRANIT    PORTAL                                                                                         (Source: PIB) 

Why in News:  Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID) launched a portal named 

“PRANIT”. 

PRANIT Portal 



 

 

PRANIT is an e-Tendering Portal. It aims to make the tendering process more transparent 

through less paperwork and ease of operation. The portal is certified by Standardisation, 

Testing and Quality Certification Directorate (STQC), Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology. 

POWERGRID 

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID) is a central public sector unit and a 

Maharatna company. The Ministry of Power owns this CPSU. It is engaged mainly in the 

Transmission of Power. It transmits about 50% of the total power generated in India on its 

transmission network. 

Headquarters: Gurugram, India. 

 Catch the Rain Campaign                                                                       (Source: Hindu)  

Why in News: The Prime Minister has launched the ‘Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain’ 

campaign on World Water Day. 

Catch the Rain Campaign 

Catch the Rain is a Jan Andolan campaign. It aims to take water conservation at the grass-root 

level through people’s participation. The campaign intends to accelerate water conservation 

across the country. 

Its aim is to encourage all stakeholders to create rainwater harvesting structures(RWHS). As it 

is suitable for the climatic conditions and subsoil strata. These structures will ensure the proper 

storage of rainwater. 

Tag line: Catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls. 

The campaign will be implemented by the National Water Mission (NWM), Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. 

The campaign will be undertaken across the country, in both rural and urban areas. It will be 

implemented from March 22 to November 30 (the pre-monsoon and monsoon period) in the 

country. 

Key activities under the Catch the Rain Campaign: 

 The Catch the Rain Campaign will include certain key activities like, 



 

 

 Removal of encroachments and de-silting of tanks. This will increase rainwater storage 

capacity. 

 The campaign includes drives to make water harvesting pits, rooftop RWHS and check 

dams. 

 Removal of obstructions in the channels bringing water from the catchment areas. 

 Repairs to traditional Water Harvesting Systems (WHS) like step-wells. Further, using 

defunct bore-wells and old wells to put the water back to aquifers. 

States have been requested to open Rain Centers in each district. These Rain Centers will act as 

a technical guidance centre in RWHS. 

World Water Day: 

 World Water Day is being observed on 22 March by the United Nations (UN). 

 Its aim is to raise awareness about people living without access to safe water and tackle 

the global water crisis. 

 Theme of world water day 2021: “Valuing Water” 

 

 Double Mutation                                                                               (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG) has been doing genome 

sequencing of Covid-19 Variants. It has found a unique “double mutant” virus variant in India. 

This variant has a unique combination of mutations, not seen anywhere else in the world. 

Double Mutation 

 When two mutated strains of a virus come together and form a third strain, it is called 

Double Mutation. 

 The one reported in India is the result of the combination of E484Q and L452R strains. 

The L452R strain is found in California in the United States and the E484Q strain is 

indigenous. 

Is this double Mutant COVID Variant Harmful? 

Mutation in the virus is a normal process. But some mutations help the virus in defending itself 

from vaccines or antibodies or linking to a spike in cases. However, the capability of double 

mutant corona-virus variant in increased infectivity or in making COVID-19 more severe is still 

uncertain. 



 

 

Hence, INSACOG will submit details of this variant to a global repository called GISAID. If it 

qualifies, it will be classified as a “variant of concern” (VOC). Variant of concerns requires 

appropriate public health actions, such as:  

 Notification to WHO under the International Health Regulations, 

 reporting to CDC, 

 local or regional efforts to control spread, 

 increased testing, or research to determine the effectiveness of vaccines and treatments 

against the variant 

So far, only three global Variants of Concern (VOCs) have been identified: the U.K. variant 

(B.1.1.7), the South African (B.1.351) and the Brazilian (P.1) lineage. 

 INSACOG 

Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG) is a grouping of 10 National 

Laboratories. It was established by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoH&FW).Its 

aim is: 

 To monitor the genomic variations in the SARS-CoV-2 on a regular basis through a multi-

laboratory network. 

 To ascertain the status of a new variant of SARS-CoV-2 in the country. 

 Furthermore, to establish a surveillance system for early detection of genomic variants 

and determine the genomic variants in the unusual events/trends. 

The group is coordinated by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) along with MoH&FW, 

ICMR, and CSIR. 

Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID) Initiative 

The GISAID Initiative was launched on the occasion of the 61st World Health Assembly in 2008. 

In 2010, Germany became the official host of the GISAID Initiative through a public-private 

partnership. 

It promotes rapid sharing of data of all influenza and COVID virus sequences globally. It helps to 

understand, how the viruses evolve, spread, and potentially become pandemics. 

 World Summit on Information Society Forum 2021                 (Source: Hindu) 

Why in News: Union Minister of Telecom has represented India at the World Summit on the 

Information Society Forum 2021. 



 

 

World Summit on the Information Society Forum 2021(WSIS) 

 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) is one of the world’s largest annual 

gatherings of the ‘ICT for development’ community. The UN General Assembly approved 

the holding of WSIS in two phases. One in 2003 at Geneva and the other in 2005 at 

Tunis. 

 WSIS’s chief aim is to bridge the global digital divide separating rich countries from poor 

countries. The WSIS aims to achieve this by increasing internet accessibility in the 

developing world. 

 The summit is co-organized by International Telecommunication Union (ITU), UNESCO, 

UNDP and UNCTAD. 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

 International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency 

for information and communication technologies – ICTs. 

 It was originally established in 1865 as the International Telegraph Union. It is one of the 

oldest international organizations in operations. 

 It is open to all Member States of the United Nations. There are currently 193 Member 

States of the ITU. This includes all the UN member states except the Republic of Palau. 

 

 Crisis in Suez Canal                                                                         ( Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: A large cargo ship named 'Ever Given' got stuck near the southern end of the 

Suez Canal due to a mishap caused by bad weather. This is causing a huge jam of vessels at 

either end of the vital international trade artery. 

Suez Canal 

 The Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level waterway running north to south across the 

Isthmus of Suez in Egypt, to connect the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. The 

canal separates the African continent from Asia. 

 It provides the shortest maritime route between Europe and the lands lying around the 

Indian and western Pacific oceans. 

 It is one of the world’s most heavily used shipping lanes, carrying over 12% of world 

trade by volume. It provides a crucial link for oil, natural gas and cargo being shipped 

from East to West. 

As per Suez Canal Authority (SCA) data, in 2020, nearly 19,000 ships, or an average of 51.5 ships 

per day, with a net tonnage of 1.17 billion tones passed through the canal. The canal is a major 



 

 

source of income for Egypt’s economy, with the African country earning USD 5.61 billion in 

revenues from it last year. In 2015, Egypt announced plans to further expand the Suez Canal, 

aiming to reduce waiting times and double the number of ships that can use the canal daily 

by 2023. 

History 

 The Suez Canal is actually the first canal that directly links the Mediterranean Sea to the Red 

Sea. It was opened for navigation in November 1869. The 150-year-old canal was controlled 

by British and French interests in its initial years, but was nationalized in 1956 by Egypt. 

 Suez Crisis, international crisis in the Middle East, precipitated in July 1956, when the 

Egyptian president, Gamal Abdel Nasser, nationalized the Suez Canal. The canal had been 

owned by the Suez Canal Company, which was controlled by French and British interests. 

 The Canal was closed five times; the last time was the most serious one since it lasted for 8 

years. The Canal was then reopened for navigation in June 1975. 

 

 Climate Data Services Portal                                                                    (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: India Meteorological Department (IMD) launches the Climate Data Service 

Portal on the occasion of World Meteorological Day. 

Climate Data Service Portal: Climate Data Service Portal serves as an integrated platform that 

aims to provide weather and climate services to the users. It is developed by India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) Pune 

Components of the Climate Data Service Portal: The major components of the portal are listed 

below: 

 Real-Time monitoring of weather observations recorded by IMD Observatories. 

 Online access to meteorological data through Data Supply Portal. 

 Free download facility for Gridded Temperature and Rainfall Data of India. 

 Information on Monsoon Rainfall and Cyclone frequencies among others. 

 

 India Meteorological Department (IMD) was established in 1875. It is an agency of the 

Ministry of Earth Sciences. It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological 

observations, weather forecasting, and seismology.  

 World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations. It 

is responsible for promoting international cooperation in atmospheric science, climatology, 

hydrology, and geophysics. 


