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 Tribal TB Initiative                                                                                         (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Union Health Minister launches the Tribal TB Initiative to achieve the goal of  

TB Mukt Bharat. 

Tribal TB Initiative 

 Tribal TB Initiative aims to address the problem of Tuberculosis in Tribal Population. 

 Initially, the initiative will focus on 161 districts across 18 identified States. It will focus 

on vulnerability mapping, active case finding & promote behavioral change at the 

ground level. 

 TB Mukt Bharat initiative aims at the elimination of TB by 2025. 

Over 104 million tribal populations live in India. It spreads across 705 tribes and accounts for 

8.6 % of India’s population. This tribal population is highly vulnerable to TB due to physical 

remoteness, malnutrition, poor living conditions, and lack of awareness. Hence, the initiative 

was launched to focus on these areas. 

 Lakshadweep and the district of Badgam in Jammu and Kashmir have been declared TB 

Free on World TB Day 2021. 

 The Government of India has increased the Budget allocation for TB in India four-fold in the 

last 5 years. 

Tribal Health-Related Initiatives 

 ALEKH: It is an e-newsletter that is to be released on a quarterly basis. It will showcase 

the works of different stakeholders involved in improving the health and nutrition of 

tribals. 

 Swasthya Portal: It aims to provide health and nutrition-related information to the 

tribal population of India. 

 

 African Forest Elephant                                                               (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The IUCN declares African Forest elephants as ‘critically endangered’ and 

Savanna (or bush) elephants as ‘endangered’. 



 

 

Note: Previously IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) listed both African 

elephants as “vulnerable”. But now it has opted to list them separately. It is after genetic 

evidence proved that both are different species. 

African Elephants 

 African elephants are the largest land animals on Earth. They are slightly larger than 

Asian Elephants and can be identified by their larger ears (Asian elephants have smaller, 

rounded ears.) 

 Elephants are matriarchal, meaning they live in female-led groups. The matriarch is 

usually the biggest and oldest. 

 Keystone Species: African elephants are keystone species meaning they play a critical 

role in their ecosystem. They are also known as “ecosystem engineers” as they shape 

their habitat in many ways. 

 Range: African elephants are distributed throughout the savannas of sub-Saharan Africa 

and the rainforests of Central and West Africa. 

There are two subspecies of African elephants 

 African Savanna (or bush) elephant: They are larger animals that roam the plains of 

sub-Saharan Africa. It is listed as endangered under the IUCN Red List. 

 African Forest Elephants: They are smaller animals that live in the forests of Central and 

West Africa. It is listed as Critically Endangered under the IUCN Red List. 

Asian Elephants 

IUCN Red List: Endangered  

CITES: Appendix I 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

The Asian elephant is the largest land mammal on the Asian continent. They inhabit dry to wet 

forest and grassland habitats in 13 range countries spanning South and Southeast Asia. 

 Significance: Asian elephants are extremely sociable, forming groups of six to seven 

related females that are led by the oldest female, the matriarch. 

 Subspecies: There are three subspecies of Asian elephants – the Indian, Sumatran, and 

Sri Lankan. The Indian has the widest range and accounts for the majority of the 

remaining elephants on the continent. In India, the Asian elephant is found in four 

fragmented populations, in the south, north, central and north-east India. 



 

 

 NISAR Satellite                                                                                     (Source: Express)  

Why in News: NASA and ISRO are collaborating on developing the NISAR Satellite. 

NISAR Satellite 

 NISAR is a joint Earth-observing mission between NASA and the Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO). 

 This satellite will be able to detect the earth’s surface movement as small as 0.4 inches 

over an area. 

 It will be a three-year mission. It will scan the globe including Earth’s land, ice sheets, 

and sea ice, every 12 days during its mission. 

The name NISAR is short for NASA-ISRO-SAR. SAR here refers to the Synthetic Aperture 

Radar. 

SAR refers to a technique for producing high-resolution images. Because of the precision, the 

radar can penetrate clouds and darkness. It means, it can collect data day and night in any 

weather. 

The satellite will be launched in 2022 from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, India 

into a near-polar orbit. 

Objectives of the Mission: The primary goals of the mission include: 

 Tracking subtle changes in the Earth’s surface 

 Spotting warning signs of imminent volcanic eruptions 

 Helping to monitor groundwater supplies and 

 Tracking the rate at which ice sheets are melting. 

Contributions from NASA and ISRO: The partnership agreement for this mission was signed in 

2014. According to the agreement: 

 NASA will provide one of the radars for the satellite, a high-rate communication 

subsystem for science data, GPS receivers and a payload data subsystem. 

 On the other hand, ISRO will provide the spacecraft bus, the second type of radar (called 

the S-band radar), and the launch vehicle and associated launch services. 

Significance of this mission 

The images from the satellite will allow scientists to track changes in croplands, hazard sites. It 

will also help to monitor crises such as volcanic eruptions. 



 

 

The images will also be able to capture changes in the Earth caused by certain activities. For 

instance, drawing drinking water from an underground aquifer can leave signs on the surface. If 

too much of it is drawn out, the ground begins to sink which is what scientists believe the 

images will be able to show them. 

 Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare Sector        (Source: Express) 

Why in News: NITI Aayog releases a report titled Investment Opportunities in India’s 

Healthcare Sector. 

Purpose of the Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare Sector Report 

The report outlines the range of investment opportunities in various segments of India’s 

healthcare sector. This includes hospitals, medical devices and equipment, health insurance, 

telemedicine, home healthcare, and medical value travel. 

India’s Healthcare Industry: Healthcare Sector Growth Rate: India’s healthcare industry is 

growing at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of around 22% since 2016. At this rate, it is 

expected to reach USD 372 Billion in 2022. 

 Employment: In 2015, the healthcare sector became the fifth-largest employer. It employed 

around 4.7 million people directly. 

 As per estimates of the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), healthcare can 

generate 2.7 Million additional jobs in India between 2017-22 

 India’s FDI Regime for Healthcare Sector: India’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) regime in 

the Health Sector has been liberalised extensively. 

 Currently, FDI is permitted up to 100% under the automatic route for the hospital sector 

and manufacture of medical devices. 

 Automatic route: The non-resident investor or Indian company does not require prior 

approval from the Government of India for the investment. 

 In the pharmaceutical sector, FDI is permitted up to 100% in green field projects. For the 

brown field projects, it is up to 74% under the automatic route. 

 FDI Inflows: India’s FDI in the Healthcare Sector has increased considerably over the last 

few years. The FDI has increased from USD 94 Million (2011) to USD 1,275 Million (2016), 

This is a jump of over 13.5 times. 

 

 



 

 

 

  International Ranger Award                                                                   (Source: PIB) 

Why in News:  Mahinder Giri, a range officer from Rajaji Tiger Reserve won the prestigious 

International Ranger Award. He is the only ranger from Asia to win this award. Recently, 

Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change congratulated the range officer for his 

achievement. 

International Ranger Award 

 The International Ranger Award was created in 2020. 

 It was organized by The IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas(WCPA) in 

collaboration with the International Ranger Federation, Global Wildlife Conservation, 

and Conservation Allies. 

 The award aims to highlight and felicitate the extraordinary work of rangers in protected 

and conserved areas worldwide. 

World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) 

The World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) is one of the commissions of the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). It was administered by IUCN’s 

Global Program on Protected Areas. It has over 2,500 members, spanning 140 countries. WCPA 

works by helping governments and others to plan:  

 Protected areas and integrate them into all sectors 

 Providing strategic advice to policymakers 

 Strengthening capacity and investment in protected areas and 

 Convening the diverse constituency of protected area stakeholders to address 

challenging issues. 

International Ranger Federation (IRF) 

 It was founded in 1992 in Peak National Park in the UK. 

 It aims to actively promote and support the formation of Ranger Associations around 

the world. Also, it ensures the Rangers are adequately supported and represented. 

Conservation Allies: Conservation Allies partners with NGOs working on biodiversity 

conservation around the globe. 

Global Wildlife Conservation:  Global Wildlife Conservation is a Wildlife Conservation charity. It 

is located in Texas, United States. 



 

 

The organisation conserves the diversity of life on Earth by protecting and restoring wildlife and 

habitat. It conducts its operations in more than 50 countries. 

 Global Gender Gap Report                                                                   (Source: Hindu)  

Why in News: WEF releases the Global Gender Gap Report 2021. 

Global Gender Gap Report 

The World Economic Forum (WEF) publishes the Global Gender Gap Report annually since 

2006. The report ranks 156 countries on their progress towards gender parity in four 

dimensions. Namely, 

 Economic Participation and Opportunity 

 Educational Attainment 

 Health and Survival 

 Political Empowerment. 

Findings of Global Gender Gap Report 2021 related to India: 

 India’s ranking on the Index drops 28 places to 140 amongst the 156 nations. In 2020, 

India was ranked at 112th place in the report. 

 India has closed 62.5% of its gender gap to date. However, the gender gap increased by 

4.2% compared to 2020. This explains why India has fallen 28 places in the ranking. 

 India is the third-worst performer in the South Asia region. Only Pakistan and 

Afghanistan rank below India in this region. 

Reasons for India’s decline in Global Gender Gap Report 2021: 

 Political Empowerment: Most of the decline occurred on political empowerment. India 

declined by 13.5% points with a significant reduction in the number of women ministers 

(from 23.1% in 2019 to 9.1% in 2021). 

 Economic Participation and Opportunity: It has also declined due to a decrease in women’s 

labour force. The women’s estimated earned income is only one-fifth of men’s. This puts 

India amongst the bottom 10 global performers on this indicator. 

 Health and Survival: India ranks amongst the bottom five countries in this due to: 

High incidence of gender based sex-selective practices. 

More than one in four women has faced intimate violence in her lifetime. 



 

 

Educational Attainment: The gender gap in education has improved in primary, secondary and 

tertiary education. However, gender gaps still persist in terms of literacy. One-third of women 

are illiterate (34.2%) compared to 17.6% of men. 

Other Key Findings of Global Gender Gap Report 2021 

 Topped by: Iceland continued to top the index in 2021. It was followed by Finland and 

Norway. Afghanistan was at the last position at 156. 

 Neighbours: Amongst India’s Neighbours, Bangladesh is ranked at 65, Nepal at 106, 

Pakistan at 153, Afghanistan at 156, Bhutan at 130, and Sri Lanka at 116. 

 South Asia was the lowest performer on the index after West Asia and North Africa. 

Only Bhutan and Nepal had shown progress towards gender parity in 2021 in this 

region. 

 

 Pong Dam Wildlife Sanctuary                                                      (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: As many as 27 migratory birds died on account of avian influenza in Himachal 

Pradesh’s Pong Dam Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Pong Dam Wildlife Sanctuary 

Pong Dam Wildlife Sanctuary or Pong Dam Reservoir or Pong Dam Lake is in Himachal Pradesh. 

The dam was created in 1975 and was declared as a wildlife sanctuary in 1983. 

 Ramsar Site: In 1994, Government of India declared Pong Dam Lake as a “Wetland of 

National Importance”. In 2002, it became a Ramsar Site in November 2002 by 

government notification. 

 Vegetation: The sanctuary area is covered with tropical and subtropical forests. Thus, it 

shelters a great number of Indian Wildlife animals. 

 Rivers: The lake is fed by the Beas River. Its numerous perennial tributaries are Gaj, 

Neogal, Binwa, Uhl, Bangana, and Baner. 

 Fauna: The sanctuary is a host to around 220 species of birds belonging to 54 families. 

Migratory birds from all over Hindukush Himalayas and also as far as Siberia come here 

during winter. 

 

 Rare Diseases                                                                                           (Source: Hindu) 

Why in News: The caretakers of patients with ‘rare diseases’ are not satisfied with the National 

Policy for Rare Diseases 2021. The Union Health Ministry recently released the policy. 



 

 

Rare Diseases: WHO defines a rare disease as a lifelong disease or disorder that often highly 

weakens an individual. It has a prevalence of 1 or less per 1000 population. Example: 

Haemophilia, Thalassemia, Sickle cell anaemia, auto-immune diseases among others. However, 

every country has its own definition for rare diseases. 

The US defines rare diseases as a disease or condition that affects fewer than 200,000 patients 

in the country. Likewise, the EU defines rare diseases as life-threatening or chronically 

debilitating (weakening) condition. It should affect no more than 5 in 10,000 people. 

National Policy For Rare Diseases, 2021: 

The policy aims to lower the incidence and prevalence of rare diseases based on an integrated 

and comprehensive preventive strategy. The strategy includes awareness generation, 

counseling programs, providing affordable Health Care among others. 

Key Features of the National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021: 

Categorization: The policy categorizes rare diseases into three groups: 

 Group 1: Disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment; 

 Group 2: Diseases requiring long term or lifelong treatment; and 

 Group 3: Diseases for which definitive treatment is available, but challenges are to make 

an optimal patient selection for benefit. 

Government Support: 

 The government will provide financial support of up to Rs. 20 lakh under the Umbrella 

Scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi for treatment of those rare diseases listed under Group 1. 

 Moreover, Beneficiaries for such financial assistance would not be limited to BPL families. 

About 40% of the population, eligible under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, will also be 

eligible for assistance. 

 Further, for group 2, the State Governments can consider supporting specific patients. It 

includes a rare disease that can be managed with special diets or hormonal supplements or 

other relatively low-cost interventions (Diseases listed under Group 2). 

 Voluntary Crowd funding: The government has said that it will assist in voluntary crowd-

funding for the treatment of Group 3. It is because it will be difficult to fully finance the 

treatment of high-cost rare diseases of Group 3. 

Objections to the Policy 



 

 

 The policy offers no support to patients awaiting treatment since the earlier National Policy 

for Treatment of Rare Diseases 2017 was kept on hold. 

 The policy has left patients with Group 3 rare diseases to fend for themselves. It has 

absolutely no consideration for Group 3 patients who require lifelong treatment support. 

Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi scheme: It provides financial assistance to patients living below the 

poverty line and who are suffering from major life-threatening diseases, to receive medical 

treatment. 

 AIM-PRIME                                                                                                   ( Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog in association with Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation (BMGF) launch AIM-PRIME (Program for Researchers on Innovations, Market-

Readiness & Entrepreneurship). 

AIM-PRIME 

AIM-PRIME Program aims at promoting science-based, deep technology. For that, it will provide 

training and guidance over a period of 12 months. 

Implementation by: Venture Center – a non-profit technology business incubator.  

The program is open to: 

 Technology developers (early-stage deep tech start-ups, and scientists/ engineers/ 

clinicians) with strong science-based deep tech business ideas. 

 CEOs and senior incubation managers of AIM Funded Atal Incubation Centers that are 

supporting deep tech entrepreneurs. 

Benefits of the Program 

 The candidates selected for the program will get access to in-depth learning resources 

via a comprehensive lecture series, live team projects, exercises, and project-specific 

mentoring. 

 They will also have access to a deep tech startup playbook, curated video library, and 

plenty of peer-to-peer learning opportunities. 

Deep Technology: Deep techs are very high cutting-edge and disruptive technologies. These 

technologies base on scientific discoveries, engineering, mathematics, physics, and medicine. 

 


