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 Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) Scheme         (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Department of Land Resources informs the Standing Committee on Rural 

Development about the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) Scheme. 

Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) Scheme 

The Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) scheme was launched in 10 States in 

2021. It will roll out across the country by March 2022. 

Key Features of the Scheme 

 Under the scheme, authorities issue a 14-digit identification number to every plot of 

land in the country. 

 Also known as “the Aadhaar for land”, It is a unique number to identify every surveyed 

parcel of land. It will prevent land fraud, especially in rural India where proper land 

records are not available. 

 The longitude and latitude of a land parcel will be the basis for its identification. It will 

depend on detailed surveys and geo-referenced cadastral maps. 

 The land records database will gradually integrate with the records of revenue courts 

and bank on a voluntary basis. 

The scheme might also be the next step in the Digital India Land Records Modernisation 

Program (DILRMP). It began in 2008. 

Benefits of the Scheme 

Thus, the single source of information can authenticate the ownership and in turn, it can end 

the dubious ownership. The scheme will also help to identify the government lands easily and 

protect the land from dubious land transactions. 

 

 



 
 

 Harmonized System of Nomenclature                                        (Source: Livemint)  

Why in News: The Government makes the 6 digit HSN (Harmonized System of Nomenclature) 

code mandatory for a GST taxpayer having a turnover of more than Rs 5 crore in a financial 

year. This rule comes into effect from April 1, 2021. 

HSN Code 

 The HSN Code is a six-digit identification code. The World Customs Organization (WCO) 

developed this code in 1988. 

 It is an international nomenclature for the classification of products. It allows 

participating countries to classify traded goods on a common basis for customs 

purposes. 

 The code is also called the universal economic language for goods. It is a multipurpose 

international product nomenclature. 

 The HSN code currently comprises around 5,000 commodity groups. Each Code is a 

unique six-digit code that has numbers arranged in a legal and logical structure. There 

are well-defined rules to achieve uniform classification. 

 Of the six digits, the first two denote the HS Chapter, the next two give the HS heading, 

and the last two give the HS subheading. 

 HSN Code helps in harmonizing customs and trade procedures. Thus, it reduces the 

costs of international trade. 

 

  E9 Initiative                                                                                                   (Source: PIB) 

Why in News:  The Minister of State for Education will attend a consultation meeting of 

Education Ministers of E9 countries called the E9 Initiative. 

E9 Initiative 

 Theme of the Meeting: “E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate progress 

towards Sustainable Development Goal 4” 

 This consultation meeting will be the 1st of the 3 phase process to co-create a Digital 

Learning initiative. The target population will be marginalized children and youth 

especially girls. 

 The initiative will aim to accelerate recovery and advance the Sustainable Development 

Goal 4 agenda by driving rapid change in education systems. 



 
 The initiative will also focus on three of the 2020 Global Education Meeting priorities 

namely: (i) support to teachers; (ii) investment in skills and (iii) narrowing of the digital 

divide. 

E9 Partnership 

 Launched in: 1993 at the UNESCO’s Education for All (EFA) Summit in New Delhi. 

 Member Countries: The United Nations is spearheading the initiative with nine 

countries namely Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, and 

Pakistan. 

 Purpose: The E9 forum aims to achieve the goals of UNESCO’s Education For All (EFA) 

initiative. It strengthens political will and collective effort to ensure quality education 

and lifelong learning opportunities for all. 

 The forum represents over half of the world’s population and 70% of the world’s 

illiterate adults. 

 Significance: E-9 Initiative has become a forum for the countries to discuss their 

experiences related to education, exchange best practices, and monitor EFA-related 

progress. 

Education For All (EFA) Summit 

Education For All (EFA) is a global movement led by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization) with the aim to meet the learning needs of all children, 

youth, and adults. EFA was adopted by The Dakar Framework in 2000 at the World Education 

Forum in Senegal, Africa. 

    Advance Chaff Technology                                                        (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an 

Advanced Chaff Technology. It will safeguard the naval ships against enemy missile attack. 

Advanced Chaff Technology 

Chaff is a passive expendable electronic countermeasure technology. It is used worldwide to 

protect naval ships from enemy’s radar and Radio Frequency (RF) missile seekers. Under this 

technology, a very less quantity of chaff material deployed in the air acts as a decoy. It will 

deflect the enemy’s missiles for safety of the ships. 

Advanced Chaff Technology Developed by DRDO: Defence Laboratory Jodhpur(DLJ), a DRDO 

laboratory has indigenously developed three variants of this chaff technology namely: 



 
 Short Range Chaff Rocket (SRCR) 

 Medium Range Chaff Rocket (MRCR) and 

 Long Range Chaff Rocket (LRCR) 

Indian Navy has already conducted the trials of all three variants in the Arabian Sea on Indian 

Naval Ship and found the performance satisfactory. 

 Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)                        (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: Government extends the Rs. 3-lakh-crore Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 

Scheme (ECLGS) until 30th June 2021. It also widens its scope to new sectors, including 

hospitality, travel and tourism. 

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 

 Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) launched as part of the Covid-19 

relief package called the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

 It aims to provide Rs 3 lakh crore worth of collateral-free, government guaranteed loans 

to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) across India. It aimed to mitigate the 

distress caused by the corona-virus-induced lockdown. 

 National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) is the guarantee provider under 

the ECLGS scheme. 

ECLGS 1.0 

 Purpose: It aims to provide fully guaranteed and collateral free additional credit to 

MSMEs, business enterprises, MUDRA borrowers and individual loans for business 

purposes. The credit provided to the extent of 20% of their credit outstanding as of 29th 

February, 2020. 

 Eligibility: MSMEs with up to Rs 25 crore outstanding and Rs.100 crore turnover were 

eligible. 

 Duration: It had a 1-year moratorium period and a 4-year repayment period. 

ECLGS 2.0 

 Purpose: It aims to extend the ECLGS Scheme to the 26 stressed sectors identified by 

the Kamath Committee and the healthcare sector. 

 Eligibility: Companies with dues of Rs 50-500 crore as of February 29, 2020 were eligible. 

 Duration: The tenor of the credit under the ECLGS 2.0 was five years including a one-

year moratorium. 



 
ECLGS 3.0: 

 Under ECLGS 3.0, business enterprises in the hospitality, travel and tourism, leisure and 

sporting sectors would be able to avail credit. 

 Extension of Credit: It involves the extension of credit of up to 40% of the total credit 

outstanding from 20% earlier. 

 Duration: The tenor of loans granted under ECLGS 3.0 is six years, including a 

moratorium period of two years. 

 Eligibility: The scheme will only consider loans less than 60 days overdue as on February 

29, 2020, with total credit outstanding not exceeding Rs 500 crore. 

The validity of ECLGS that is ECLGS 1.0, ECLGS 2.0 & ECLGS 3.0 has been extended up to 30 June 

2021 or till guarantees for an amount of Rs. 3 lakh crore are issued. 

National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) 

 NCGTC was set up in 2014 as a private limited company. The Department of Financial 

Services, Ministry of Finance established it under the Indian Companies Act, 1956. 

 Purpose: To act as a common trustee company to manage and operate various credit 

guarantee trust funds. 

 

 Index of Economic Freedom 2021                                            (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: Spices Board India and UNDPs India’s Accelerator Lab signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU). The MoU aims to build a blockchain-based traceability interface for 

Indian spices. It will enhance transparency in the supply chain and trade. 

Blockchain-based traceability interface 

Blockchain-based traceability interface will be integrated with the e-Spice Bazaar portal. The 

portal was developed by Spices Board India for connecting spices farmers with markets. 

Significance: 

 It will bring ease and transparency in data management across a complex network. This 

network includes farmers, distributors, processors, retailers, regulators, and consumers 

thus simplifying the supply chain. 

 It will also allow farmers and other stakeholders to access the information. This makes 

the entire supply chain more efficient and equitable. 

What is Blockchain Technology? 



 
 A blockchain is a distributed ledger of information. It replicates across various nodes on a 

“peer-to-peer” network (P2P Network). The data exists on multiple computers at the same 

time. It constantly grows as new sets of recordings or blocks add to it in a decentralization 

manner. 

 All transactions on a standard Blockchain are verified and signed with cryptography to 

ensure security and anonymity.  

 Cryptography is the process of converting ordinary plain text into unintelligible text and 

vice-versa. The intended person can encrypt the coded message and use them. The ledger 

can record many transactions such as monetary transactions, property transfer, and even 

ballot storage. 

Spices Board India 

Spices Board is one of the five Commodity Boards functioning under the Ministry of Commerce 

& Industry. It is an autonomous body responsible for the export promotion of the 52 scheduled 

spices and development of Cardamom (Small & Large). 

The main functions of the Spices Board are:  

 Research, Development, and Regulation of domestic marketing of Small & Large 

Cardamom; 

 Post-harvest improvement of all spices; 

 Export promotion of all spices. Further, it will assist the exporters in technology up-

gradation, quality management, and brand promotion, research & product 

development; 

 Development of spices in the North East; 

 Regulation of quality of spices for exports through its quality evaluation services; etc. 

UNDP Accelerator Lab 

Accelerator Lab is an innovative initiative by the UNDP, Qatar Government and the Federal 

Republic of Germany. It aims to find 21st-century solutions to today’s complex new challenges.  

These labs seek to identify grassroots solutions together with local actors. Further, they will 

validate their potential to accelerate further developments. UNDP Accelerator Lab in India has 

been launched by UNDP in collaboration with Atal Innovation Mission. 

 

 



 
 World Cities Cultural Forum                                                                                     (PIB)                                                      

Why in News: Delhi CM represented Delhi and India at the World Cities Cultural Forum. 

World Cities Cultural Forum 

The World Cities Culture Forum was established in London in 2012. Eight cities are its member 

(London, New York City, Tokyo, Shanghai, Paris, Istanbul, Sydney and Johannesburg). It is an 

initiative of the Mayor of London. It is organised and coordinated by BOP Consulting, a 

specialist consulting firm. 

The forum provides a way for policymakers to share research and intelligence. Further, they can 

explore the vital role of culture in their future prosperity. The forum now has 43 participating 

member cities. Delhi is invited this year, but it is not a part of member cities. 

World Cities Culture Summit 

Each year, members of the World Cities Culture Forum meet at the World Cities Culture 

Summit. The summit is hosted on a rotating basis by member cities. It is attended by Deputy 

Mayors for Culture and Heads of Culture from the member cities. 

The theme for 2021: The Future of Culture 

Publications by Forum 

World Cities Culture report: It is published by the forum every three years. It contains data and 

details on innovative projects from cities across the world. The last report was published in 

2018. Delhi will now also be part of the World Cities Culture Report. 

World Cities Culture Finance Report: It is the first comparative analysis of culture financing in 

world cities. It was first published in 2017 and is updated on an annual basis. 

  Anamaya Initiative                                                                                     (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare and Union Minister of Tribal Affairs 

launches the Anamaya Initiative: a Tribal Health Collaborative. 

Anamaya Initiative 

Anamaya is a multi-stakeholder initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Piramal Foundation 

and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) are supporting it. 

Objectives 



 
 Anamaya Initiative aims to converge efforts of various Government organizations 

to improve the health and nutrition status of the tribal communities of India. 

 It also aims to build a sustainable health ecosystem that will address the key health 

challenges of the tribal population. 

Key Features of the Initiative 

 It will bring together governments, philanthropists, national and international 

foundations, NGOs/CBOs for the health of the tribal communities. 

 Initially, it will function in 50 Aspirational tribal districts (with more than 20% ST 

population) across 6 high tribal population states. 

 Further, over a 10-year period, the work of the Anamaya will be extended to 177 tribal 

Districts. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will select the districts. 

 

 SUPACE Portal                                                                                                (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Chief Justice of India launches the Supreme Court’s “SUPACE Portal”. 

SUPACE Portal 

SUPACE stands for Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court’s Efficiency. It is an artificial 

intelligence-based portal. It will make the research work easier for judges, thereby easing their 

workload. 

Key Features of the Portal 

 The portal collects relevant facts and laws and makes them available to a judge. 

 The portal is not designed to make decisions. It only processes facts and makes them 

available to judges, looking for input for a decision. 

Artificial Intelligence 

Artificial intelligence is the branch of computer science concerned with making computers 

behave like humans. It refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like thinking, 

perceiving, learning, problem-solving and decision-making. 

Note: During the inauguration of Portal, CJI has said that: “Artificial Intelligence (AI) is to the 

intellect, what muscle memory is to the mind”. 

 

 Troika- plus –Pakistan Conference                                  (Source: Indian Express) 



 
Why in News: Election Commission of India hosts International Virtual Election Visitors Program 

(IEVP) 2021. 

International Virtual Election Visitors Program (IEVP) 2021 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) organized IEVP 2021. Election Management Bodies 

(EMBs)/ Organisations from 26 countries and three International Organisations attended it. 

The program aims to provide the participants with an overview of: 

 The large canvas of the Indian electoral process. 

 New initiatives taken by ECI on voter facilitation, transparency and accessibility of the 

electoral system. 

 ECI’s response to the changing needs of training and capacity building and New formats 

necessitated by COVID-19 

 Insights into the elections underway in different states. 

Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) 

 Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) was established in 2013 in South Korea. It 

is the largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide. 

 Purpose: achieving sustainable democracy around the world. 

 Chaired by: A-WEB is currently chaired by India for the 2019-21 term 

 Members: At present A-WEB have 115 EMBs as Members & 16 Regional 

Associations/Organisations as Associate Members. 

 ECI is very closely associated with the process of formation of A-WEB since 2011. 

Secretariat: Seoul, South Korea 

 Madhukranti Portal and Honey Corners                                              (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: Union Agriculture Minister has launched the “MadhuKranti portal” and “Honey 

Corners” of NAFED. 

MadhuKranti portal: 

 Madhukranti portal is an initiative of the National Bee Board under the National 

Beekeeping and Honey Mission. It is developed for online registration to achieve a 

traceability source of Honey and other beehive products on a digital platform. 

 The portal will enable the consumers/public to know about the source of honey and 

assure the quality of the products. 



 
National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM) 

 National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM) was launched by the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare as part of the AtmaNirbhar Bharat scheme. 

 It aims to promote & develop scientific beekeeping in the country to achieve the goal of 

‘Sweet Revolution’. The mission is implemented through the National Bee Board (NBB). 

Further, It is a Central Sector Scheme (100% funded by Central Govt.). 

Honey Corners 

Honey Corners: They are special spaces for the sale of honey. They are operated by the 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation (NAFED). NAFED has developed 14-15 

honey corners. NAFED will also develop more honey corners in future. This will promote market 

support for honey. 

NAFED 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation (NAFED) is an apex organization of 

marketing cooperatives for agricultural produce in India. It was founded in 1958. It is registered 

under the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002. 

Objectives 

 To organize, promote and develop marketing, processing and storage of agricultural, 

horticultural and forest produce. 

 To distribute agricultural machinery and other inputs, undertake inter-state, import and 

export trade, wholesale or retail as the case may be. 

 To act and assist with technical advice in agricultural production for the promotion and 

the working of its members, partners, etc. 

Programs 

NAFED is the nodal agency to implement price stabilization measures under “Operation 

Greens”. NAFED along with the Food Corporation of India (FCI) physically procures oilseeds, 

pulses and copra under the Price Support Scheme (PSS). This in turn is under the umbrella 

scheme of PM-AASHA 

 

 

 



 
 

     Nano Sniffer                                                                                  ( Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Union Education Minister has launched a Micro sensor based Explosive Trace 

Detector called “Nano-sniffer”. 

Nano Sniffer 

Nanosniffer has been developed by NanoSniff Technologies, an IIT Bombay incubated startup. 

It is the world’s first Microsensor based Explosive Trace Detector (ETD). It can detect explosives 

in less than 10 seconds. Not only that but also identify and categorises explosives into different 

classes. 

Key Features 

NanoSniffer accurately detects all classes of military, conventional and homemade explosives. 

The device gives visible and audible alerts with a colour display. 

The device is a 100% Made in India product in terms of research, development and 

manufacturing. The core technology of NanoSniffer is protected by patents in the US and 

Europe. 

Significance 

The device will reduce India’s dependency on imported explosive trace detector devices. It will 

also encourage other institutions, startups and medium-scale industries to research and 

develop products indigenously. 

 Freedom of Navigation Operation and Exclusive Economic Zone                                                                    

Why in News: The US Seventh Fleet has announced that one of its warships, USS John Paul 

Jones (DDG 53) has carried out a Freedom of Navigation operation (FONOP). The FONOP 

operation carried out approximately 130 nautical miles west of Lakshadweep Islands. This is 

inside India’s exclusive economic zone. But the US never received India’s prior consent to 

conduct such an operation. 

Freedom of Navigation Operations 

Freedom of Navigation Operations involves passages conducted by the US Navy. The US Navy 

will conduct such operations in the exclusive territorial waters of coastal nations. These 



 
operations denote that the United States did not agree to the exclusive maritime claims of 

coastal nations. Thus preventing those claims from becoming accepted in international law. 

According to the US Department of Defense (DoD), the FONOP Program has existed for 40 

years. So far, the program continuously reaffirmed the US policy of exercising and asserting its 

navigation and freedom rights around the world. 

India’s Response 

India has protested the U.S. decision to conduct a patrol in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) in the western Indian Ocean. Further, India also said that the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) does not authorise other States to carry out military exercises 

in the EEZ.  Especially those exercises involving the use of weapons or explosives without the 

consent of the coastal state. 

Note: India has ratified the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1995. 

However, the United States (US) is not a signatory. 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

 



 
 

According to UNCLOS, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is an area of the sea in which a sovereign 

state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of marine resources. This includes 

energy production from water and wind. It stretches from the baseline to 200 nautical miles 

from the coast of the country. 

India’s EEZ law 

 India has legally defined the concept of EEZ in its “Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, 

Exclusive Economic Zone and Other Maritime Zones Act, 1976”. 

 The Act also says that all foreign ships (other than warships including submarines and 

other underwater vehicles) shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through the 

territorial waters. 

 Territorial waters refer to 12 Nautical Miles from the baseline. In this area, the coastal 

country is free to set laws, regulate the use and also use their resources. 

 The innocent passage refers to the passing through the waters which are not harmful to 

the peace and security of India. 

 


