
 

 

Answers 

1) C 

National Knowledge Network (NKN) was established in 2010. Its objective is to interconnect all 

institutions of higher learning and research with a high-speed data communication network. It 

will be helpful to facilitate knowledge sharing and collaborative research. 

Implementation: National Informatics Centre (NIC), under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology, is the implementing agency. 

2) A 

The Madhukranti portal is an initiative of National Bee Board. It is operated under the National 

Beekeeping and Honey Mission. 

The main objectives of the Madhukranti portal are as follows: 

 The portal has been developed to achieve the traceability source of honey and bee hive 

products on the digital platform. 

 Also, the platform will help in checking the quality and source of adulteration of honey. 

 

3) A 

ELSA-d the world’s first commercial mission to demonstrate a space debris removal system was 

launched recently from the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. 

End-of-Life Services by Astroscale demonstration Mission (Elsa-d) 

 It was developed by Astroscale, a Japanese-UK company. 

 The mission will be operated from the UK’s in-orbit servicing control centre (IOCC) at 

Satellite Applications Catapult in Harwell, near Oxford. 

 ELSA-d is a small satellite designed to find, rendezvous and clamp on to an unwanted 

satellite. 

 It will then push it into the Earth’s atmosphere, where it will burn up. 

 The removal of space debris is the key to space sustainability, which will ensure that 

new satellites can be operated without the risk of colliding with old ones. 

The European Space Agency estimates 3,600 working satellites are in orbit, and more than 

28,000 pieces of debris are being tracked by the US Space Surveillance Network. 



 

 

4) C 

A non-fungible token (NFT) is a unit of data on a digital ledger called a block chain, where each 

NFT can represent a unique digital item, and thus they are not interchangeable. NFTs can 

represent digital files such as art, audio, videos, items in video games and other forms of 

creative work. 

The NFTs can be bought on an NFT market, it has access to any copy of the original file, 

however, is not restricted to the owner of the token. While the digital files themselves are 

infinitely reproducible, the NFTs representing them are tracked on their underlying block chains 

and provide buyers with proof of ownership of the NFTs. 

NFTs can be used to commodify digital creations, such as digital art, video game items, and 

music files. NFTs mostly run on a proof-of-work block chain, which is less energy efficient than a 

proof-of-stake block chain. 

Indian artists can place their digital assets including art pieces, audio files, videos, and even 

tweets, for auction over the block chain-based NFT marketplace to earn royalty thereafter. 

Indian crypto currency exchange, WazirX has launched a non-fungible tokens (NFT) marketplace 

for Indian artists and creators. Indian artists can place their digital assets including art pieces, 

audio files, videos, and even tweets, for auction over the blockchain-based NFT marketplace to 

earn royalty thereafter. 

5) D 

6) C 

A Tribal Health Collaborative was launched by the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare 

and the Union Minister of Tribal Affairs recently. 

Anamaya 

The Collaborative is a multi-stakeholder initiative of Tribal Affairs Ministry supported by Piramal 

Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF). 

This Collaborative is a unique initiative bringing together governments, philanthropists, national 

and international foundations, NGOs/CBOs to end all preventable deaths among the tribal 

communities of India. It aims to build a sustainable, high-performing health eco-system to 

address the key health challenges faced by the tribal population of India. 



 

 

7) C 

Microsoft sank a shipping container-sized data centre 117 feet deep in the seafloor off 

Scotland's Orkney Islands in 2018 as part of its Project Natick. 

The tech giant in September last year said it retrieved the data centre coated in algae, barnacles 

and sea anemones, confirming viability of seafloor data storage in the near future. 

The researchers think this hardware will help them understand why the servers in the 

underwater datacenter are eight times more reliable than those on land. The team 

hypothesises that the atmosphere of nitrogen, which is less corrosive than oxygen, and the 

absence of people to bump and jostle components, are the primary reasons for the difference. 

8) C 

The three-day multi-lateral maritime exercise ‘La Perouse’, led by the French Navy, was recently 

kickstarted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region. 

The exercise involves the French Navy, Indian Navy, Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Japan 

Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and United States Navy (USN). 

For the first time, the Indian Navy has deployed INS Satpura (with an integral helicopter 

embarked) and INS Kiltan along with P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft in the three-day 

naval exercise.The first edition of La Perouse joint exercise, initiated by France in 2019, included 

ships from Australia, Japan and the US. 

9) C 

The Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare has virtually launched the Integrated Health 

Information Platform (IHIP) recently. 

The Integrated Health Information Platform is the next generation highly refined version of the 

presently used Integrated Disease Surveillance Program (IDSP). 

 India is the first country in the world to adopt such an advanced disease surveillance 

system. 

 It was termed as the world's biggest online disease surveillance platform. 

 The new version of IHIP will house the data entry and management for India’s disease 

surveillance program. 



 

 

 In addition to tracking 33 diseases now as compared to the earlier 18 diseases, it shall 

ensure near-real-time data in digital mode, having done away with the paper-mode of 

working. 

 It is in sync with the National Digital Health Mission and fully compatible with the other 

digital information systems presently being used in India. 

 The refined IHIP with automated -data will help in a big way in real time data collection, 

aggregation & further analysis of data that will aid and enable evidence-based policy 

making 

10) B 

MGNREGS is one of the largest work guarantee programs in the world. 

Launched in: The scheme was initially launched in the 200 most backward rural districts of the 

country in 2006-07. The scheme was later extended to the entire country from 2008-09 

onward. 

Under the scheme, every rural household whose adult member volunteers to do unskilled 

manual work is entitled to get at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year. 

Implementation: Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Government of India in association 

with state governments monitors the implementation of the scheme. 

Key Features of the scheme: 

Demand-driven scheme: Worker to be hired when he demands and not when the Government 

wants it. 

Gram Panchayat is mandated to provide employment within 15 days of work application failing 

which worker is entitled to unemployment allowance 

11) D 

The e-Committee Supreme Court has prepared the draft vision document for Phase III of the e-

Courts Project under the auspices of the Supreme Court of India. 

E-Courts Project 

 The e-Courts Project was conceptualized on the basis of the “National Policy and Action 

Plan for Implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the 



 

 

Indian Judiciary – 2005” submitted by e-Committee, Supreme Court of India with a 

vision to transform the Indian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts. 

 It is one of the National e-Governance projects being implemented in District and 

Subordinate Courts of the Country. 

 The project is visioned and implemented by the eCommittee, Supreme court of India 

along with Department of Justice and NIC ( National Information Centre). 

 It is a Pan-India Project, monitored and funded by Department of Justice, Ministry of 

Law and Justice. 

 The objectives of the project is to provide designated services to litigants, lawyers and 

Judiciary through universal computerisation of district and subordinate courts, as well as 

the upgradation of ICT infrastructure of the Supreme Court and the High Courts. 

12) B 

13) D 

14) D 

E9 Initiative 

 The initiative aims to accelerate recovery and advance the Sustainable Development 

Goal 4 agenda by driving rapid change in education systems. 

 Spearheaded by the UN, the E9 countries includes Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, 

India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria and Pakistan. 

 The E9 countries will have the opportunity to benefit from this global initiative and 

accelerate progress on digital learning. 

15) A 

Recently, the Chief Justice of India has launched the Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in 

Court’s Efficiency (SUPACE). 

 It is an Artificial Intelligence (AI) portal which is designed to make research easier for 

judges, thereby easing their workload. 

 It is not designed to take decisions, but only to process facts and to make them available 

to judges looking for an input for a decision. 

 It is a perfect blend of human intelligence and machine learning and 'a hybrid system', 

which works better with human intelligence. 

 The portal has ensured that AI only collects all relevant facts & law and makes it 

available to Judge on their fingertips. 



 

 

The AI can process words and figures in a better way and the results only get better with more 

examples that are given to the system, to process. The AI doesn't have access to feelings and 

emotions and operates in areas of cognition, where understanding takes place only through 

language and symbols. 

16) A 

17) D 

Param Shivay, the first supercomputer assembled indigenously, was installed in IIT (BHU), 

followed by Param Shakti and Param Brahma at IIT-Kharagpur and IISER, Pune, respectively.  

The network of supercomputers through the country will soon reach to around 16 Petaflops 

(PF). Phase III, to be initiated in January 2021, will take the computing speed to around 45 

Petaflops.  

18) C 

Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) was established in 2013 in South Korea. It is the 

largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide. 

Purpose: achieving sustainable democracy around the world. 

Chaired by: A-WEB is currently chaired by India for the 2019-21 term. Members: At present A-

WEB has 115 EMBs as Members & 16 Regional Associations/Organisations as Associate 

Members. ECI is very closely associated with the process of formation of A-WEB since 2011. 

19) B 

It is a 6 digit identification code developed by World Customs  

Organization Of the six digits, the first two denote the HS Chapter, the next two give the HS 

heading, and the last two give the HS subheading. It is called the “universal economic language” 

for goods, a multipurpose international product nomenclature. 

The system currently comprises of around 5,000 commodity groups. 

It has been made mandatory for a GST taxpayer having a turnover of more than Rs 5 crore in 

the preceding financial year, to furnish 6 digits HSN Code (Harmonized System of Nomenclature 

Code). 

20) D 


