
 

 

3rd May -9th May Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 Variants of concern (VOC)                                                             (Source: The Hindu 

Why in News: The Variants of concern (VOC) together with widespread relaxation of COVID-19 

appropriate behavior resulted in the 2nd wave of Covid-19 in India. 

Variant of Concern 

The term variant of concern (VOC) is a category assigned to a newly emerged variant of a virus 

with an increased ability of transmission. 

 Properties of VOC: The VOC is characterized by three sinister properties: 

 Increased Transmission Efficiency: In many countries, including India the VOC, by virtue 

of increased transmissibility, has started off a new wave(s) of epidemic transmission. 

 Virulence: It is the ability to cause severe/life-threatening disease. The UK variant has 

the worse virulence. The South Africa and Brazil variants do not seem to have higher 

virulence. 

 Immune to antibodies generated by previous vaccination or infection: Most vaccines 

were made using antigens made from D614G variant. However, these vaccines show 

low efficacy on the South African, Brazil and UK variants. Hence, reinfection can occur in 

spite of immunity provided by earlier D614G infection or vaccination. 

The ability to detect and track new variants is on the laboratory capacity in whole genome 

sequencing of viruses. 

In India, the Indian SARS CoV-2 Genomic Consortium (INSACOG), a network of ten competent 

public-sector laboratories for genomic surveillance was established to detect and track 

variants. 

Nomenclature of SARS-CoV-2 Variants: 

 There are three different schemes of nomenclature of SARS-CoV-2 variants. The widely used 

one is the ‘Phylogenetic Assignment of Global Outbreak Lineages’ (PANGOLIN) that uses a 

hierarchical system based on genetic relatedness – an invaluable tool for genomic 

surveillance. 



 
 It uses alphabets (A, B, C, P) and numerals starting with 1. Variant lineages are at the 

emerging edge of the pandemic in different geographies. Lineage B is the most prolific. 

SARS Cov-2 Variants 

The three most frequent Variant of Concern (VOC) are named by their geography of origin: 

 ‘U.K. variant’ for B.1.1.7; 

 ‘South Africa variant’ for B.1.351; 

 ‘Brazil variant’ for P.1. 

The original pandemic virus (founder variant) was Wu.Hu.1 (Wuhan virus). In a few months, 

variant D614G emerged and became globally dominant. 

 United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)                   (Source: BS)  

Why in News: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has joined the Network for Greening the Financial 

System (NGFS) as a Member. 

Network for Greening the Financial System (NGFS) 

 NGFS was launched at the Paris One Planet Summit in December 2017. It is a group of 

Central banks and financial supervisors. The NGFS aims to accelerate the scaling up of 

green finance and develop recommendations for central banks’ role in climate change. 

 Headquarters: It is located at the Bank of France headquartered in Paris. 

 Members: As of April 2021, the NGFS consists of 90 members and 13 observers. 

 Significance for RBI: As Green Finance has assumed significance in the context of climate 

change. So the RBI expects to benefit from the membership of NGFS by learning and 

contributing to global efforts on Green Finance. 

 

 Global Electric Vehicle Outlook                                                                (The Hindu) 

Why in News: International Energy Agency (IEA) has released a report titled “Global Electric 

Vehicle Outlook Report, 2021”. 

The Global EV Outlook (GEVO) is an annual report published by IEA. The report looks at the 

latest EV trends. Apart from that, it also looks at the drivers for road transport sector 

electrification around the world. 

Key Findings of Global Electric Vehicles Outlook 2021 related to India: 



 
 More than 30% of the new vehicle sales in India will be electric by 2030. 

 Electric Vehicles (EV) deployment in India will mainly be achieved through the 

electrification of two/three-wheelers. The report mentions that electric two/three-

wheeler sales will reach a sales share of almost 50% by 2030.  

However, the lack of government spending under the FAME II Scheme has delayed EV 

deployment in India. Further, EV deployment was also delayed due to pressure on domestic 

automakers to focus on BS-VI innovation instead of EVs. 

International findings of Global Electric Vehicles Outlook 2021 

 Three million new electric cars were registered in 2020. This was 41% higher than those 

registered in 2019. 

 The rise in electric car sales in 2020 came even as the worldwide automobile market 

contracted by 16% due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 Apart from that, the number of electric cars, buses, vans and heavy trucks on roads is 

expected to hit 145 million by 2030. 

 Moreover, if the governments improve their efforts to meet international climate goals, 

then the number of global electric vehicles will increase to 230 million by 2030. 

International Energy Agency (IEA) 

 It was established in 1974 as an autonomous intergovernmental organization under the 

OECD framework. 

 Objective: To ensure reliable, affordable, and clean energy for its member countries and 

beyond. 

 Members: It has 30 member countries and eight association countries. India became an 

associate member in 2017. 

 Secretariat: Paris, France. 

 

  Project Pyrasol                                                                                            (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI), Chennai has inaugurated the 

Integrated Solar Dryer and Pyrolysis pilot project. These projects focus on urban waste 

management. The project is also the part of Indo-German project ‘Pyrasol. 

Project Pyrasol 

 Project Pyrasol is a part of the Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) 

flagship program 2+2 Project. 



 
 It aims to transform urban organic waste into biochar (charcoal produced by pyrolysis) 

and energy in smart cities. 

 The project was awarded to CSIR-CLRI by the Indo-German Science & Technology 

Centre. 

The project will lead to technology development for the joint processing of Fibrous Organic 

Waste (FOW) and Sewage Sludge (SS) of Indian smart cities. These FOW and SS will get 

converted into hygienic and highly valuable biochar. Apart from that, the joint processing will 

also perform associated energy recovery, carbon sequestration and environmental 

improvement. 

Indo-German Science & Technology Centre (IGSTC) 

 The Government of India (DST) and Government of Germany (BMBF) jointly established 

the Indo-German Science & Technology Centre. 

 It aims to facilitate bilateral science and technology networking. Further, the IGSTC also 

play a proactive role in catalysing institute – industry cross-border partnerships through 

joint R&D efforts. 

2+2 Project 

 The 2+2 project is the flagship program of the Indo-German Science & Technology 

Centre (IGSTC). 

 It aims to catalyse innovation-centric R&D projects. This is achieved by synergizing the 

strength of research/academic institutions and public/private industry from India and 

Germany. 

 Under the scheme, R&D projects will be supported through “2+2 Mode of Partnership” 

i.e. involvement of at least one research/academic institute and one public/private 

industry from both India and Germany. 

Pyrolysis 

 Pyrolysis is a process of chemically decomposing organic materials at elevated 

temperatures in the absence of oxygen. 

 The process typically occurs at temperatures above 430 °C (800 °F) and under pressure. 

 It simultaneously involves the change of physical phase and chemical composition of 

organic material. Pyrolysis is an irreversible process. 

 

 Operation Samudra Setu- II                                                               (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu-II. 



 
 

Operation Samudra Setu-II: 

 The Indian Navy launched this operation with the aim to bring oxygen-filled cryogenic 

containers to India from abroad. 

 This is because the country is facing a severe shortage of medical oxygen in the wake of 

a massive spike in new Covid-19 cases. 

 As part of the mission, Seven Indian Naval ships, namely Kolkata, Kochi, Talwar, Tabar, 

Trikand, Jalashwa, and Airavat, are participating. These ships will carry shipments of 

liquid medical oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and associated medical equipment 

from various countries to India. 

Operation Samudra Setu 

 The Indian Navy launched this operation in May 2020 as a part of Vande Bharat Mission. 

It aimed to bring back around two thousand Indians in two ships during the first phase 

of evacuation. 

 INS Jalashwa and INS Magar were operated as part of efforts to repatriate Indian 

nationals from foreign shores. 

 

 Large Area Certification Scheme                                                            (Source: PIB)  

Why in News:  The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare has conferred a land area in the 

Andaman and Nicobar with organic certification. This is the first large contiguous territory 

conferred with the organic certification under the ‘Large Area Certification’ (LAC) scheme. 

This is a scheme of the PGS-India (Participatory Guarantee System) certification program. 

Note: PGS is a process of certifying organic products. It ensures that their production takes 

place in accordance with laid-down quality standards for organics. 

Large Area Certification Scheme 

 Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare under its flagship scheme of 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojna (PKVY) has launched the Large Area Certification 

Scheme. 

 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) was launched in 2015 with the aim to support 

and promote organic farming. This in turn results in the improvement of soil health. 

 Purpose: To provide a unique and quick organic certification to harness the potential 

land areas for organic products. 



 
Process for Large Area Certification 

 Under LAC, each village in the area is considered as one cluster/group. Documentations 

are simple and maintained village-wise. 

 All farmers with their farmland and livestock need to adhere to the standard 

requirements. After verification, they will get certified as a group. Once issued they 

don’t need to go under conversion period. 

 Certification is renewed on annual basis through annual verification. Annual verification 

is a process of peer appraisals as per the process of PGS-India. 

Benefits of Large Area Certification 

 As per the established norm of organic production systems, the areas having chemical 

input usage history will have to undergo a transition period of a minimum of 2-3 years 

to qualify as organic. 

 On the other hand, the LAC requirements are simple. The area can be certified as 

organic almost immediately. Further, the LAC is a Quick certification process that is cost-

effective. Apart from that, the farmers do not have to wait for 2-3 years for marketing 

PGS organic certified products. 

Organic Farming 

Organic Farming avoids or largely excludes the use of synthetic inputs (such as fertilizers, 

pesticides, hormones). Instead, it relies upon crop rotations, animal manures, off-farm organic 

waste and a biological system of nutrient mobilization. 

India now has more than 30 lakh ha area registered under organic certification. Also, more and 

more farmers are joining the movement slowly. As per the international survey report 

(2021) India ranks at 5th place in terms of area. Further, India is at the top in terms of the total 

number of organic producers (the base year 2019). 

 Putola Nach                                                                                       (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: An Assam-based trust is promoting string puppetry called Putola Nach, amid the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

Anamika Ray Memorial Trust (ARMT), an Assam-based trust in collaboration with UNICEF-

Assam has produced three short videos using Putola Nach puppetry. These stories aim to create 

mass awareness of Covid-19 appropriate behaviour. 

Putola Nach 



 
 Putola Nach is string puppetry of Assam. ‘Putul’ is a word that describes both a doll and 

a puppet in Bengali while the word ‘Naach’ means Dance. The puppetry is performed in 

three areas with distinct characteristics. These areas are: 

 The First area; Lower Assam: Here this puppetry form is known as Putala-Bhoariya and 

influenced by the popular folk form Bhoariya. 

 The second area; Majuli island (Upper Assam): Here small wooden puppets are used in 

the style of the Ankia Naat. (Anika Naat is an act developed by Sankaradev). 

 The third area is North Assam: Here the puppeteers use Bangla, Assamese and Karbi 

songs in their performances. These are largely borrowed from the mobile theatre of 

Assam (Bhraymaman). 

Episodes: The puppetry includes the episodes of the Ramayana, as well as scenes from the 

Mahabharata. Further, the puppeteers also add dialogues or chants taken from bhaona (the 

local traditional theatre of Assam). 

String Puppetry: India has a rich and ancient tradition of string puppets also known 

as marionettes. The puppets in this form have jointed limbs, controlled by strings allowing for 

more flexibility. This greater ability to control makes them the most articulate of all the puppets 

but also the most challenging. 

Types of String Puppetry: 

 Kathputli – Rajasthan 

 Kundhei — Odisha 

 Gombeyatta — Karnataka 

 Bommalattam — Tamil Nadu 

 

 OPEC Countries and India’s Oil Import                                                    (The Hindu)                                                      

Why in News:  The share of India’s oil imports from OPEC countries dropped to its lowest in at 

least 20 years in the fiscal year ending March 2021. 

India’s Oil Imports 

India’s overall oil imports fell by nearly 12% in the Fiscal Year 2021 compared to the previous 

fiscal year. Of all those imports, the share of OPEC reduced to 72% from 80%. It is the lowest 

share of crude oil imports from OPEC since at least Fiscal Year (FY)-2002. 

Further, India has bought more US and Canadian oil at the expense of reduction from 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) countries. 



 
US and Canadian oil accounted for about 7% and 1.3% respectively of India’s imports 

compared to 4.5% and 0.60% a year earlier. Moreover, the US has also emerged as the fifth-

biggest oil supplier to India in FY21, up by two places from FY20. 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

 It is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization created at the Baghdad Conference 

in 1960. Its founding members are Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

 Purpose: To manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world 

market. Further, it also aims to manage price fluctuations that might affect the 

economies of both producing and purchasing countries. 

 Members: Algeria, Angola, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, 

Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela 

 Secretariat: Vienna, Austria. 

 

 SUTRA Model                                                                                                     (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Indian government backed the SUTRA model to chart the Covid-19 trajectory 

in the country. But few scientists have raised concerns over the SUTRA model. 

SUTRA Model 

SUTRA stands for Susceptible, Undetected, Tested (positive) and Removed Approach. 

SUTRA is a mathematical model used for charting the trajectory of COVID-19 in the country. The 

model uses three main parameters to predict the course of the pandemic: 

Beta or contact rate: This measures how many people an infected person infects per day. It is 

related to the R0 value. R0 is the number of people an infected person spreads the virus over 

the course of his/her infection. For example, if a disease has an R0 of 18. Then a person who 

has the disease will transmit it to an average of 18 other people 

 Reach: It is a measure of the exposure level of the population to the pandemic. 

 Epsilon: It is the ratio of detected and undetected cases. 

Scientists are calling the SUTRA model flawed 

The SUTRA model predicted that the peak Covid-19 burden in India will be 0.6 million 

symptomatic infections by early 2021. Further, the model predicts fewer than 50,000 active 

cases from December. Thus, it created a perception that the second wave of the pandemic was 

highly unlikely in India. But this is not true. 



 
The model relied on too many parameters. Also, these parameters got recalibrated whenever 

its predictions broke down. Further, the model was ‘calibrated’ incorrectly. It relied on a Sero 

Survey conducted by the ICMR in May 2020. The survey said 0.73% of India’s population may 

have been infected at that time. 

Scientists Opinion on Sutra  

Scientists said that a mathematical model can only predict the future. That too will work as long 

as the virus dynamics and its transmissibility don’t change substantially over time.  So the 

scientists said that is not the case with the Covid-19. The virus has been changing very rapidly. 

Hence, any prediction for Covid-19 must be continually readjusted. 

 G7                                                                                                                        (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The G7 Foreign Ministers meeting was held ahead of the G7 leader’s summit. 

G7 Summit 

 The G7 Summit takes place at Carbis Bay in Cornwall in the UK. It is the first in-person 

G7 Leaders Summit in almost two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The aim of this year’s G7 summit is to help the world fight and then build back better 

from corona-virus and create a greener, more prosperous future. 

 Guest Countries: India, Australia, and South Korea have been invited to participate in 

the proceedings of the summit as “guest countries”. 

Group of Seven (G7)  

 G7 is an intergovernmental organization formed in 1975. The bloc meets annually to 

discuss issues of common interest like global economic governance, international 

security, and energy policy. 

 Countries: G-7 consists of the US, UK, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, and Japan. 

 Origin: The G-7 was formerly referred to as the G-8 until Russia was suspended from 

the group in 2014 after illegally annexing Crimea. 

 The G-7 is not an official, formal entity and therefore has no legislative or authoritative 

power to enforce the recommended policies and plans it compiles. 

D10 Group of Countries: D10 is a proposal by the UK Prime Minister to turn the G7 into a forum 

for the world’s ten leading democracies. 

The D10 would include G7 countries – UK, US, Italy, Germany, France, Japan, and Canada – 

plus Australia, South Korea, and India. 



 
 

 5G Technology                                                                                   (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has given permission to conduct 

trials for the use and application of 5G technology. The DoT permitted few Telecom Service 

Providers (TSPs) to conduct such 5G Technology trials. 

Objectives of 5G Technology Trials:  

 Test 5G spectrum propagation characteristics especially in the Indian context; 

 Model tune and evaluate chosen equipment and vendors; 

 Test indigenous technology; 

 Test applications such as telemedicine, Tele-education, augmented/virtual reality, 

drone-based agricultural monitoring, among others 

 Test 5G phones and devices. 

Key Features of the 5G Technology Trials: 

 The Telecom Service Providers (TSP) permitted for the trials include Bharti Airtel Ltd, 

Reliance Jio Infocom Ltd, Vodafone Idea Ltd and MTNL. This means that the Chinese 

Telecom Providers such as Huawei will not be part of the 5G trials in India. 

 The trials will be conducted in rural, semi-urban and urban areas. So that the benefit of 

5G technology proliferates across the country. The duration of the trials is for a period 

of six months. This includes a time period of two months for procurement and setting 

up of equipment. 

 The Telecom service providers would be encouraged to conduct the trials using 5Gi 

technology. This is an addition to the already known 5G technology. 

5G Technology 

5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband 

networks. 5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high-frequency spectrum. All of 

which have their own uses as well as limitations. 

Advantages of 5G 

 Near Instantaneous connectivity —20 times faster than 4G. 

 Reduced latency (faster response time) 

 Energy saving 

 Cost reduction 



 
 Higher system capacity and 

 Mass device connectivity. 

5Gi Technology 

 5Gi stands for 5G Radio Interface Technology. It has been developed by the Indian 

Institute of Technology-Madras, Centre of Excellence in Wireless Technology and the IIT-

Hyderabad. 

 Purpose: 5Gi technology is primarily meant to enhance rural coverage. It facilitates 

much larger reach of the 5G towers and radio networks. Hence, it is a major 

breakthrough for bridging the rural-urban digital divide in 5G deployment. 

 5Gi standard has also been approved by the International Telecommunications Union. 

 

 Olive Ridley Turtle                                                                                             (Express)  

Why in News:  The annual mass nesting of millions of Olive Ridley sea turtles near the 

Rushikulya river mouth in Odisha is likely to be missed this year. 

Mass nesting of Olive Ridley Turtles: 

The Rushikulya river mouth is considered the second-biggest nesting site for Olive Ridley Turtles 

in India. The Gahirmatha marine sanctuary in Odisha is considered the world’s largest nesting 

beach for Olive Ridley Turtles. The mass nesting in the Gahirmatha marine sanctuary occurred 

in March 2021. 

However, the mass nesting near the Rushikulya river mouth is likely to be missed in 2021. As 

the time for nesting is almost over. But this won’t be the first time they won’t come for mass 

nesting. In 2002, 2007, 2016 and 2019, the turtles had not shown up at Rushikulya. 

Olive Ridley Turtles 

The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world. 

They are found in warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

Characteristics 

 Males and female Olive Ridley Turtles grow to the same size. However, the females have 

a slightly more rounded carapace (shell) as compared to the male. 

 These turtles are carnivores. They feed mainly on jellyfish, shrimp, snails, crabs, and a 

variety of fish and their eggs. 



 
 They spend their entire lives in the ocean. Further, they migrate thousands of kilometers 

between feeding and mating grounds in a year. 

 They are best known for their unique mass nesting called Arribada. Under this, 

thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs. 

 The coast of Odisha in India is the largest mass nesting site for the Olive-ridley. This is 

followed by the coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica. 

Conservation status 

 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

 CITES: Appendix I 

 Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

Initiatives 

 Indian Coast Guard undertakes “Operation Olivia” every year. It is an Olive Ridley Turtle 

protection program. 

 To reduce the accidental killing in India, the Odisha government has made it mandatory 

for trawls to use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs). It is a net specially designed with an exit 

cover that allows the turtles to escape while retaining the catch. 

 

 Global Report on Food Crises 2021                                                             ( Express) 

Why in News: Global Network against Food Crisis (GNAFC) has released the “Global Report on 

Food Crises 2021”. 

Key Findings 

 More than 155 million people experienced acute food insecurity in 2020. This is an increase 

of 20 million as compared to 2019. 

 Two-thirds of the people in acute food crisis levels were in 10 countries. Such as Congo, 

Yemen, Afghanistan, Syria, Sudan, northern Nigeria, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Zimbabwe and 

Haiti. 

 The majority of the people facing acute food insecurity depend on agriculture. 

 According to the report, 40.5 million people in 17 countries faced acute food insecurity 

because of “economic shocks”. This is primarily due to cut in jobs and incomes. 

 The magnitude and severity of food crises in 2020 worsened due to: 

 Prolonged conflicts 

 Economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic 



 
 Weather extremes that increased pre-existing fragilities. 

Global Report on Food Crises 2021 

The report focuses on 55 countries that account for 97% of the humanitarian assistance. Also, 

the report depicts the acute food insecurity and malnutrition situation in countries chronically 

vulnerable to food crises. These countries often affected by fragile agri-food systems. 

Global Network against Food Crises (GNAFC) 

It was founded during the first World Humanitarian Summit in 2016. It was jointly found by 

 European Commission for International Cooperation and Development, 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and 

 The World Food Program (WFP) 

It is an alliance united by a common commitment to tackle the root causes of food crises. They 

aim to tackle the food crisis through increased sharing of knowledge and analysis and 

strengthened coordination. 

 Black Fungus Infection                                                                         (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Doctors in Delhi are witnessing a rise in cases of Covid-19 induced Black Fungus 

Infection. 

Black Fungus Infection 

 Black Fungus infection is also known as Mucormycosis (previously called zygomycosis). 

 It is a serious but rare fungal infection caused by a group of molds called mucormycetes. 

These molds are present naturally in the environment. 

 Mucormycosis mainly affects people who have health problems or take medicines that 

lower the body’s ability to fight germs and sickness. 

 Symptoms of the disease are face numbness, nose obstructions on one side, swelling in 

the eyes, or pain. 

 The infection can occur in almost any part of the body. However, the infection is not 

contagious. This means that it cannot transmit between people or between people and 

animals. 

 Treatment of this infection is possible with prescription antifungal medicine. If not 

detected early, the infection can be fatal. It can also lead to loss of vision or jaw in 

others. 

 



 
 Facebook’s Oversight Board                                                       (Source: The Hindu) 

Facebook’s Oversight Board has upheld Facebook’s decision to block the former-U.S. President 

Donald Trump from its platform. 

Facebook’s Oversight Board 

The Oversight Board was established in 2020 by Facebook. It is an independent body that helps 

Facebook figure out what content can be allowed on the platform and what ought to be 

removed. 

Composition: The board is a panel of about 20 former political leaders, human rights activists, 

and journalists picked by Facebook. 

 The board gives users the ability to appeal to the board, giving them a chance to challenge 

content decisions on Facebook and Instagram. For instance, if a user on any of the two 

platforms has exhausted all attempts to request for review of their content decisions and 

the user is not happy with the final decision, he or she can write an appeal to the board. 

 However, this does not mean that the board will oversee all appeals. It selects cases based 

on how significant and difficult they are and if they are globally relevant and have the 

potential to inform future policy. 

 Facebook as well as its users can refer cases to the board. The decisions of the board are 

binding on Facebook. The company and paid members of the panel stress that the board is 

independent. But Facebook funds the board with a $130 million trust, and top executives 

played a big role in its formation. 

 

 World Food Price Index  

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has released the World Food Price Index. According 

to the index, world food prices have increased for the 11th consecutive month in April. Further, 

the prices also hit their highest level since May 2014. 

World Food Price Index 

 The index was introduced in 1996 to help in monitoring the developments in the global 

agricultural commodity markets. The index is a measure of the monthly change in 

international prices of a basket of food commodities. 

 The Base Year for the index is 2014-16. 


