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 National AI Portal                                                                                         (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The ‘National AI Portal’ celebrated its first anniversary on May 28, 2021. 

National AI Portal 

 The National AI Portal was launched in May 2020. It is a joint initiative by the Ministry of 

Electronics and IT (MeitY), National e-Governance Division (NeGD) and NASSCOM. 

 The portal works as a one-stop digital platform for sharing of resources. Such as articles, 

startups, investment funds in AI, resources, companies and educational institutions 

related to AI in India. 

 The portal also shares documents, case studies, research reports etc. It also has a 

section about learning and new job roles related to AI. 

Other Artificial Intelligence (AI) Related Government Initiatives 

Responsible AI for Youth Program 

 The program has been launched by the National e-Governance Division, MeitY. It is in 

collaboration with Intel India with support from the Ministry of Education. 

 The program is designed to reach out to students from the government schools pan 

India. It aims to empower them to become ‘AI ready’ and help reduce the AI skill gap in 

India. 

 The program is open to students from Government Schools, classes 8 – 12 across the 

country. It will be implemented in a phase-wise manner 

Responsible AI for Social Empowerment (RAISE) 2020 

 RAISE 2020 has been organised by the MeitY in association with the NITI Aayog. 

 Purpose: To bring together people to exchange ideas on the use of Artificial Intelligence 

for social empowerment. This includes inclusion and transformation in industries such 

as education, smart mobility, agriculture and healthcare among others. 

 The theme for this conference is “AI for Social Transformation, Inclusion and 

Empowerment” 



 
 Whiteflies                                                                                                              (The Hindu)  

Why in News: According to a study by ICAR- National Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources, 

Invasive Whiteflies Species are increasing in India. 

Whiteflies 

 Whiteflies are sap-sucking insects. They are members of the insect family Aleyrodidae 

(order Homoptera). These insects become abundant during warm climates and are found 

on houseplants and in greenhouses. 

 Most of the whitefly species are native to the Caribbean islands or Central America. 

 Around eight types of whitefly species are found in India. The first invasive whitefly was 

reported from Kerala in 1995. These species are now distributed throughout India except 

Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Whitefly species reduce the yield and also damage crops. Hence, they are considered as 

invasive species. These insects excrete sticky honeydew and cause the yellowing or death of 

leaves. 

Key Findings of the study 

 Expanding host range: Whitefly species are expanding their host range (Species on which 

they feed) on valuable plant species like coconut, banana, mango, sapota, guava, cashew, 

oil palm, and important medicinal plants. 

 Reason for expanding host range: The host range of all the whiteflies is increasing due to 

their polyphagous nature (ability to feed on various kinds of food) and prolific breeding. 

 Resistance to available insecticides: Whiteflies have also been difficult to control by using 

available synthetic insecticides. 

Suggestions 

 Monitoring of Whitefly Species: The administration should ensure continuous monitoring 

of the whitefly species, their host plants, and geographical expansion. 

 Awareness among citizens: The state should work towards increasing awareness among the 

public about the threat posed by invasive species. This will help reduce the chances of the 

public indulging in illegal or unintentional import of invasive species. 

 Biological Control Methods: As the whiteflies are getting difficult to control by using 

synthetic insecticides. Therefore, naturally occurring insect predators, parasitoids and fungi 

(fungi that can kill insects) could be used as novel biological control of the invasive 

whiteflies. 



 
 “BRICS Astronomy Working Group” Proposes Networking of Existing 

Telescopes (The Hindu) 

Why in News:  India virtually hosted the 7th meeting of the BRICS Astronomy Working Group 

(BAWG) under the Science, Technology, and Innovation track of the BRICS 2021. 

India has assumed the BRICS Presidency from January 2021. 

BRICS Astronomy Working Group (BAWG) 

 Astronomy was established as one of five thematic science areas within BRICS at a 

ministerial meeting held in South Africa in 2014. 

 The BRICS Astronomy Working Group (BAWG) established in 2015. The group provides a 

platform for the BRICS member countries to collaborate in the field of astronomy. 

7th BRICS Astronomy Working Group (BAWG) Meeting 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, and Inter-

University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune coordinated the meeting 

from the Indian side. 

 During the meeting, the countries recommended the networking of existing telescopes in 

BRICS countries and creating regional data networks. Further, the members 

recommended that each country should present the scientific results of the work being 

carried out in their country. 

 Moreover, the countries indicated research in areas in the future such as building networks 

of intelligent telescopes, a study of transient astronomical phenomena in the universe, Big 

data, Artificial Intelligence among others. 

BRICS 

 BRICS is the acronym coined for an association of five major emerging national economies: 

Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. BRICS does not exist in the form of 

organization, but it is an annual summit between the supreme leaders of five nations. 

 The Chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with 

the acronym B-R-I-C-S. 

 The 2020 BRICS summit was the twelfth annual BRICS summit. It was hosted by Russia. The 

theme was “Global Stability, Shared Security and Innovative Growth”.  

 The chair of BRICS 2021 is in India. It will be the third time that India will be hosting the 

BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016.The theme of the Summit is, ‘BRICS @ 15: Intra-BRICS 

Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus.’ 



 
 Dipcovan KIT                                                                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Defense Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed a 

Covid-19 antibody detection kit named Dipcovan. 

Dipcovan Kit 

 Dipcovan kit is a Covid-19 antibody detection kit. Defence Institute of Physiology and Allied 

Sciences lab of DRDO developed it in association with Delhi’s Vanguard Diagnostics Pvt Ltd.  

 Its primary purpose is to detect antibodies. It will also be used in Covid-19 epidemiology 

studies such as serosurveys. 

 Antibodies are protective proteins produced by the immune system to attack antigens. The 

antigen is a toxin or other foreign substance that induces an immune response in the body. 

 DIPCOVAN is a DIPAS-VDx Covid-19 IgG antibody microwell ELISA. The kit can detect both 

spikes and nucleocapsid (S&N) proteins of the SARS-CoV-2 virus with a high sensitivity of 

97% and specificity of 99%. The detection kit has been approved by Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR). 

 The kit offers a significantly faster turn-around time. It requires just 75 minutes to conduct 

the test without any cross-reactivity with other diseases. It also has a shelf life of 18 

months. 

ELISA 

Enzyme-Linked Immuno-Sorbent Assay (ELISA) is a test that detects and measures antibodies in 

blood. The test can be used to determine antibodies related to certain infectious conditions. 

Some examples include HIV which causes AIDS, Rotavirus, Zika virus, Lyme disease among 

others. 

 “Protected Planet Report” 2020 Released by UNEP                (Source: Express) 

Why in News: UNEP released the Protected Planet Report 2020. 

Protected Planet Report 2020 

 It is released by United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the International Union 

for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

 The report takes stock of measures taken to fulfill the aims of Aichi Target 11. Aichi Target 

11 called for protecting 17% of Earth’s land and 10% of its marine environments by 2020.  



 
 Further, the report also lays the groundwork for a new framework aimed at protecting 

nature. It will be decided upon at the UN Biodiversity Conference, scheduled for October 

2021 in Kunming, China. 

 Moreover, the report is the first to include data on other effective area-based conservation 

measures (OECM) taken outside protected areas. OECM conservation designation is given 

to the areas for achieving effective in-situ biodiversity conservation outside protected areas. 

Key Findings 

 Increase in Protected Areas and OECM: As many as 82% of countries and territories register 

an increase in the share of protected areas and OECM since 2010. 

 Protected Areas are clearly defined geographical space. These are recognised, dedicated, 

and managed through legal or other effective means to achieve the long-term conservation 

of nature with associated ecosystem services and cultural values. 

 Since 2010, protected areas covering almost a million square kilometers have been added 

to the global network. This area is greater than the land area of the Russian Federation. 

 Over the 10-year period, the greatest growth in protected areas and OECMs has been in 

marine and coastal areas. Around 68% of the current network’s area is less than 10 years 

old. 

 Around 62.6% of key biodiversity areas (KBA) either fully or partially overlap with protected 

areas and OECMs. 

 Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are sites that contribute significantly to the global persistence 

of biodiversity in terrestrial, freshwater, and marine ecosystems. 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

 Aichi Biodiversity Targets are a set of 20 targets classified under 5 Strategic Goals. They 

were included in the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for the 2011-2020 period. 

 The targets were adopted at the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The targets were developed to prevent the loss of 

biological diversity in each participating country. 

 

 Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD)                                                                          (Express)  

Why in News: A new point-of-care test has been developed for the rapid diagnosis of Kyasanur 

Forest Disease (KFD). 

Point-of-Care Test 



 
 The Point-of-Care Test has been developed by the Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR)-National Institute of Virology. 

 The test kit includes a battery-operated Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). The analyser is 

portable and lightweight. The kit also has a universal cartridge-based sample pre-treatment 

kit and nucleic acid extraction device that aid in sample processing at the point of care. 

Significance of Point of Care Test 

 The Point of Care tests would be beneficial for the diagnosis of KFD. It is because the 

outbreaks mainly happen in remote areas where there is a lack of well-equipped sample 

handling and laboratory testing facilities. 

 The test kit would also be useful in quick patient management and controlling the 

further spread of the virus. 

Kyasanur Forest disease 

 The Kyasanur Forest disease is caused by a Kyasanur Forest disease virus. The disease 

primarily affects humans and monkeys. The disease was first identified in the Kyasanur 

forest of Shimoga district in Karnataka during an investigation of monkey mortalities in 

1957. 

 The disease is characterized by chills, frontal headache, body ache, and high fever for five to 

12 days with a case fatality rate of 3 to 5%. 

Transmission 

 Rodents, shrews, and monkeys are common hosts for KFDV after being bitten by an infected 

tick. Transmission to humans may occur after a tick bite or contact with an infected animal, 

most importantly a sick or recently dead monkey. 

 Diagnosis can be made in the early stage of illness by molecular detection by PCR or virus 

isolation from blood. There is no specific treatment for KFD. A vaccine (Formalin inactivated 

KFDV vaccine) does exist for KFD and is used in endemic areas of India. 

 

 Global Health Summit 2021                                                         (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Virtual Global Health Summit 2021 is being held in Rome, Italy. 

Global Health Summit 2021 

Global Health Summit was organised by Italy in its role as president of the G20 in partnership 

with the European Commission. The summit seeks to empower and enable stakeholders to 



 
address the challenges in the third sustainable development goal (SDG) of Health and Wellbeing 

for all. 

Rome Declaration 

 The Rome Declaration was adopted at the Global Health Summit 2021. 

 The declaration is made up of 16 mutually agreed principles. These principles aim at 

guiding joint action to prevent future health crises and to build a safer, fairer and more 

equitable and sustainable world. 

Key Features of the Rome Declaration 

 Support and enhance the existing multilateral health architecture. 

 Promote the multilateral trading system and global supply chains related to Health 

emergencies, 

 Enable equitable, affordable, timely global access to high-quality, safe, effective prevention, 

and detection and response tools. 

 Support low and middle-income countries to build expertise and develop local and regional 

manufacturing capacities for tools. 

 Facilitate data sharing, capacity building, and licensing agreements among stakeholders. 

Further, it aims to facilitate voluntary technology and know-how transfers on mutually 

agreed terms. 

Invest in the worldwide health and care workforce 

 To increase the effectiveness of preparedness and response measures by promoting 

inclusive dialogue with local communities, 

 To seek to ensure the effectiveness of financing mechanisms. 

 

 WHO Executive Board                                                                            (Indian Express)                                                      

Why in News: As the Chairman of WHO Executive Board, Union Minister for Health and Family 

Welfare of India has virtually chaired the 74th World Health Assembly. 

WHO Decision Making Bodies: The World Health Organisation (WHO) is governed by two 

decision-making bodies — the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board. 

World Health Assembly 

 The World Health Assembly is the decision-making body of the World Health Organisation 

(WHO). 



 
 The Health Assembly is held annually in Geneva, Switzerland. It is attended by delegations 

from all WHO Member States. The assembly focuses on a specific health agenda prepared 

by the Executive Board. 

The main functions of the World Health Assembly are: 

 To determine the policies of the Organisation 

 To appoint the Director-General 

 To supervise financial policies, and review and approve the proposed program budget. 

WHO Executive Board 

 WHO Executive Board is composed of 34 members technically qualified in the field of 

health. The members of the executive board will be elected for three-year terms. 

 Functions: To give effect to the decisions and policies of the World Health Assembly. 

Further, the board will advise and generally facilitate the work of the Assembly. 

 Chairman: It is held in rotation for one year by each of the WHO’s six regional groups. This 

includes the African Region, Region of the Americas, South-East Asia Region, European 

Region, Eastern Mediterranean Region and Western Pacific Region. 

 Meeting: The Board meets at least twice a year, once usually in January and then in May. 

 

 One Health High Level Expert Panel                                                 (Down to Earth) 

Why in News: The World Health Organization (WHO) has formed a One Health High-Level 

Expert Panel. 

One Health High-Level Expert Panel 

The panel has been formed to study the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases. Such as 

H5N1, avian influenza, MERS, Ebola, Zika and possibly the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-

19). 

Mandate of the Panel: 

 To consider the impact of human activity on the environment and wildlife habitats. 

 To analyse the factors that lead to transmission of a disease from animal to human and 

vice versa 

 To develop risk assessment and surveillance frameworks; 

 To identify capacity gaps as well as agreement on good practices that help to prevent 

and prepare for zoonotic outbreaks. 



 
The panel will operate under the One Health Approach. This approach recognizes the links 

between the health of people, animals, and the environment. The panel will advise four global 

agencies on how future outbreaks especially due to zoonotic diseases can be averted. These 

four organisations are: 

 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

 World Health Organization(WHO) 

 World Organisation for Animal Health(OIE) and 

 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

 

It is an approach that recognizes that the health of humans, animals, and ecosystems as 

interconnected one. 

Hence, it involves applying a coordinated and multidisciplinary approach at the local, regional, 

national and global levels. It will address potential or existing risks that originate at the animal-

human ecosystems interface. 



 
 

 National Mission on the use of Biomass in thermal power plants             (PIB) 

Why in News: The Ministry of Power has decided to set up a National Mission on the use of 

Biomass in thermal power plants. 

National Mission on the use of Biomass in thermal power plants 

It aims to address the issue of air pollution by farm-stubble burning. Further, it will also reduce 

the carbon footprints of thermal power generation. 

Objectives: 

 It will promote the use of Biomass in Thermal Power Plants to increase the present level of 

co-firing at 5% from biomass to a higher level. Further, Research and Development in boiler 

design will be taken up so that it can handle the higher amount of alkalis and silica present 

in biomass pellets. 

 It will also sort out the constraints in the supply chain of biomass pellets and agro-residue to 

the power plants. 

 Lastly, it will consider regulatory issues in biomass co-firing. Co-firing is a low-cost option for 

efficiently and cleanly converting biomass to electricity. It adds biomass as a partial 

substitute fuel in high-efficiency coal boilers. 

Implementation of the Mission: The procedure to implement the Mission is under finalization 

process. The duration of the proposed National Mission would be a minimum of 5 years. 

The proposed National Mission on biomass will also contribute to the National Clean Air 

Program (NCAP). 

Biomass: Biomass is a renewable organic material that comes from plants and animals. Biomass 

can be used as an energy source. Biomass as an Energy Source in India: 

 Biomass has always been an important energy source for India. It is a renewable, widely 

available, carbon-neutral source with the potential to provide significant employment in 

rural areas. 

 About 32% of the total primary energy use in the country is still derived from biomass. 

Further, more than 70% of the country’s population depends upon it for its energy needs. 

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy is implementing the Biomass power & 

cogeneration program with the main objective of promoting technologies for optimum use of 

the country’s biomass resources for grid power generation. 



 
 Mekedatu Project                                                                                        (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has formed a committee to investigate the 

alleged violation of norms in the construction of the Mekedatu project across the Cauvery river. 

The NGT has also directed the panel to submit a report on or before July 5. 

Mekedatu Project 

 Mekedatu project is a balancing reservoir and drinking water project. It is to be built at the 

confluence of the Cauvery and Arkavathi rivers by the Karnataka Government. 

 The project is aimed at solving the drinking water problems of the Bengaluru and 

Ramanagara district. It would also generate 400 MW of hydroelectric power. 

 The Tamil Nadu Government has objected to the project saying Karnataka had not sought 

prior permission for the project. Tamil Nadu has also filed a petition in the Supreme Court in 

2018 seeking a stay on the project. 

Objections by Tamil Nadu Government 

 Firstly, the Mekedatu project would affect the flow of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu. 

 Secondly, Karnataka has no right to construct any reservoir on an inter-state river without 

the consent of the lower riparian state i.e. Tamil Nadu in this case. 

 The project is also against the final order of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT). 

During that, the SC held that no state can claim exclusive ownership or assert rights to 

deprive other states of the waters of inter-state rivers. 

 Thirdly, The CWDT and the SC have found that the existing storage facilities available in the 

Cauvery basin were adequate for storing and distributing water. So, the Tamil Nadu 

Government is demanding outright rejection of the project. 

Other concerns with the project: Almost 63% of the forest area of the Cauvery Wildlife 

Sanctuary will be submerged in the project. 

 SeHAT OPD portal                                                                                          (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Defence Minister has launched the ‘Services e-Health Assistance & Tele-

consultation (SeHAT) OPD portal. 

SeHAT OPD portal 

SeHAT OPD Portal aims to provide tele-medicine services to the serving Armed Forces 

personnel, veterans and their families of the three Services. The services will be provided 

by defence services doctors who are on regular duties. 



 
 The portal has been developed and maintained by the Integrated Defence Staff & Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 

 The portal has been designed on the lines of e Sanjeevani, a similar free OPD service run by 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) for all citizens. As the portal provides 

contactless consultations in an easy and effective manner. The portal will help reduce the 

load on hospitals and patients from the armed services. 

 

 UNHRC Resolution                                                                                              (Express)  

Why in News: India has abstained from voting on the resolution at the UN Human Rights 

Council (UNHRC) on Gaza. The resolution calls for the setting up of the Commission of Inquiry 

on human rights violations in the recent conflict between Israel and Palestine. 

UNHRC Resolution 

The resolution was moved by Pakistan and Palestine. It called on the president of the UN 

Human rights council to set up the Commission of Inquiry on human rights violations to 

investigate violence in the recent conflict between Israel and Palestine. 

The resolution was passed by 24 votes in favour and nine votes against the resolution, 

This would be the first time that a Commission of Inquiry received a mandate that is not time-

bound i.e.  “Continuing mandate”. Until now, the Commissions of Inquiry set up by UNHRC to 

probe human rights violations like in Syria or Sri Lanka had a validity of one year. It has to be 

renewed periodically. 

News Update 

India has abstained from voting on the resolution along with 13 other countries including 

France, Japan, Nepal, Brazil, and South Korea. But India did not give an explanation of its vote at 

the session. But while speaking at the session, India has welcomed the ceasefire announced by 

Israel and Palestine. India has also called on both parties to refrain from any attempts to 

unilaterally change the existing status quo including in East Jerusalem and its neighbourhood. 

Further, India has also reiterated its demand for the establishment of two States living side by 

side in peace within secure and recognized borders. 

However, India has dropped the stock phrase of its strong support to the “just Palestinian 

cause” in its statement. This phrase used to be part of Indian statements in the past. This 

signals a slight shift away from Palestine and towards Israel. 


