
 

 

31st May -6th June Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 PM CARES FOR CHILDREN SCHEME                                         (Source: The HINDU) 

Why in News: The Prime Minister has announced a special PM-CARES for Children scheme. The 

scheme includes a comprehensive financial aid package for children orphaned during the 

pandemic. 

PM-CARES for Children Scheme 

The PM-CARES for Children Scheme will support children who have lost both parents or 

surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive parents due to Covid-19. 

Features of the PM-CARES for Children Scheme 

 Fixed Deposit in the name of the child 

 PM CARES will create a corpus of Rs 10 lakh for each child when s/he reaches 18 years of 

age. This corpus will be used to give monthly financial support from 18 years of age for 

the next five years. 

 On reaching the age of 23 years, he or she will get the corpus amount as one lump sum 

for personal and professional use. 

 School Education: For children under 10 years 

 The child will be given admission to the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a private school 

as a day scholar. 

 If the child is admitted to a private school, the fees as per the Right to Education(RTE) 

norms will be given from the PM CARES. 

 School Education: for children between 11-18 years: 

 The child will be given admission to any Central Government residential school such as 

Sainik School, Navodaya Vidyalaya etc. 

 In case the child is to be continued under the care of Guardian. Then s/he will be given 

admission to the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar. 

 If the child is admitted to a private school, the fees as per the Right to Education (RTE) 

norms will be given from the PM CARES. 

 Support for Higher Education: 



 
 The child will be assisted in obtaining an education loan for Higher Education in India as 

per the existing Education Loan norms. The interest on this loan will be paid by the PM 

CARES. 

 As an alternative, scholarship equivalent to the course fees for undergraduate courses 

as per Government norms will be provided to such children under Central or State 

Government Schemes. 

 

 Health Insurance 

All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-JAY) with a 

health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs. The premium amount for these children till the age of 18 

years will be paid by PM CARES. 

 Climate Breakthroughs Summit                                         (Source: Down to Earth)  

Why in News: The Climate Breakthroughs Summit is being held virtually. 

Climate Breakthroughs Summit 

 Climate Breakthroughs Summit is collaboration between World Economic Forum, Mission 

Possible Partnership, United Nations Climate Champions and the United Kingdom Climate 

Change Conference (COP26) Presidency. 

 It aims to demonstrate progress in critical sectors of the global economy. This includes 

sectors such as steel, shipping, green hydrogen and nature. It also aims to discuss the 

breakthroughs needed to achieve a net-zero World in time. 

Key highlights of the summit 

 During the summit, the United Nations made a call for coordinated action to secure global 

net-zero emissions. UN also demands to fulfill the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 

degrees Celsius compared to pre-industrial levels by 2050. 

 Moreover, Maersk, the world’s largest container shipping line and vessel operator, joined 

the Race to Zero campaign during the summit. 

Race To Zero Campaign 

 Race To Zero is a global campaign to rally leadership and support from businesses, cities, 

regions, investors for a healthy, resilient, zero carbon recovery. As the recovery will prevent 

future threats, creates decent jobs and unlocks inclusive, sustainable growth. 



 
 The campaign is committed to halving its emissions by 2030. This is in line with achieving 

the long-term goal of full de-carbonisation under the Paris Agreement, 2015. 

 The campaign mobilises support of 708 cities, 24 regions, 2,360 businesses, 163 investors, 

and 624 higher education institutions to move towards zero-carbon recovery for a 

sustainable future. 

According to a World Meteorological Organization report, there is a 40% chance of the annual 

average global temperature temporarily reaching 1.5 degrees Celsius in at least one of the next 

five years. Apart from that, these odds will increase with time. According to a Nature 

report, natural climate solutions have the potential to provide a third of the climate mitigation 

to reach a 1.5- or 2-degree pathway by 2030. 

 YUVA SCHEME                                                                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Ministry of Education has launched YUVA Scheme. It is the Prime Minister’s 

Scheme For Mentoring Young Authors. 

 YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme For Mentoring Young Authors 

 The YUVA (Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors) scheme was launched by the 

Department of Higher Education under the Ministry of Education. 

 It is an Author Mentorship scheme that aims to mentor authors under the age of 30. It will 

train them to promote reading, writing, and book culture in the country. This will allow India 

to project its writings globally. 

 This scheme is in line with PM’s vision to encourage young writers to write about India’s 

freedom struggle. 

National Book Trust of India under the Ministry of Education as the Implementing Agency will 

ensure execution of the Scheme. 

The scheme is a part of the India@75 Project (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav). The project aims to 

bring out the perspectives of the young generation of writers on themes like unsung heroes, 

freedom fighters, and others in an innovative and creative manner. 

Key Features of the YUVA Scheme 

 Under the Scheme, a total of 75 authors will be selected through the All India Contest. 

 The themes of the contest are unsung heroes, freedom fighters, National Movement 

among others. 



 
 The young authors will be trained by eminent authors/mentors. The books by these 

authors will be published by National Book Trust, India. 

 The books will also be translated into other Indian languages. It will ensure the exchange 

of culture and literature thereby promoting ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’. 

 Moreover, a consolidated scholarship of Rs.50,000 per month for a period of six months 

per author will be paid under the Mentorship Scheme. 

National Book Trust 

 National Book Trust (NBT) is an Indian publishing house. It was founded in 1957 as an 

autonomous body under the Ministry of Education of the Government of India. 

 The activities of the Trust include publishing, promotion of books and reading, 

promotion of Indian books abroad, assistance to authors and publishers, and promotion 

of children’s literature. 

 

 Delta Variant                                                                                            (Source: Express) 

Why in News: As per a study carried out by INSACOG (the consortium of labs undertaking 

genome sequencing in India), Delta variant of Covid-19 is the primary cause of the second 

Covid-19 wave gripping the country presently. 

Delta Variant of Covid-19 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has named B.1.617.1 variant as ‘Kappa‘ and 

B.1.617.2 variant as ‘Delta‘ 

 These variants are sub-lineages of B.1.617 which was detected in India in 2021. 

 This new nomenclature for the various variants of the coronavirus using Greek alphabets 

was introduced to simplify public discussions and also help remove the stigma from the 

names. 

 Moreover, WHO has also categorized the Delta variant as a Variant of Concern (VOC). 

This variant has multiple mutations that appear to give it an advantage over other strains. The 

most important advantage is that the mutations may make the strain more transmissible. This 

will make the delta variant the most dangerous variant yet. One study indicated that the Delta 

variant may be up to 50% more transmissible than the B.1.1.7 (U.K./Alpha) variant. 

Virus Variant: Variants of a virus have one or more mutations that differentiate it from the 

other variants that are in circulation. While most mutations are deleterious for the virus, some 

make it easier for the virus to survive. 



 
 The SARS-CoV-

2 (Corona) virus 

is evolving fast because 

of the scale at which it 

has infected people 

around the world. High 

levels of circulation 

mean it is easier for the 

virus to change as it is 

able to replicate faster. 

 The original pandemic 

virus (founder variant) 

was Wu.Hu.1 (Wuhan 

virus). In a few months, 

variant D614G emerged 

and became globally 

dominant. 

Classification: The US 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention 

(CDC) classifies variants into 

three categories: 

Variant of Interest (VOI) 

A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with changes to receptor 

binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or 

vaccination, reduced efficacy of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase 

in transmissibility or disease severity. 

Variant of Concern (VOC) 

A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe 

disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by 

antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of 

treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection failures. 

Variant of High Consequence 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1620043252_image3.jpg


 
A variant of high consequence has clear evidence that prevention measures or medical 

countermeasures have significantly reduced effectiveness relative to previously circulating 

variants.  

Variants under Investigation (VUI) 

Public Health England (PHE) says that if the variants of SARS-CoV-2 are considered to 

have epidemiological, immunological or pathogenic properties, they are raised for formal 

investigation.  

 World Health Assembly  on Malaria                                              (Source: Express) 

Why in News: The 74th World Health Assembly (WHA) has adopted a new resolution to end 

malaria. It will accelerate efforts towards this aim. 

Resolution to End Malaria: 

 The resolution is led by the United States of America and Zambia. 

 The aim of the resolution is to urge the Member States to step up progress on containing 

the disease. It is in line with WHO’s updated global malaria strategy and the WHO 

Guidelines for malaria. 

 The resolution called on countries to expand investment, scale-up funding for a global 

response. Also, it will boost investment in the research and development of new tools. 

WHOs Global Malaria Program 

 The WHO Global Malaria Program is responsible for coordinating WHO’s global efforts to 

control and eliminate malaria. 

 The work of the program is guided by the “Global technical strategy for malaria 2016–

2030”. 

Global Technical Strategy for malaria 2016–2030 

The WHO’s global technical strategy was adopted by the World Health Assembly in 2015. The 

strategy provides a technical framework for all malaria-endemic countries working towards 

malaria control and elimination. Its global targets for 2030 include: 

 Reducing malaria case incidence by at least 90% 

 Reducing malaria mortality rates by at least 90% 

 Eliminating malaria in at least 35 countries 

 Preventing a resurgence of malaria in all countries that are malaria-free 



 
Malaria 

Malaria is a disease caused by Plasmodium parasites that are transmitted to people through the 

bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. The disease claims more than 400,000 lives 

annually. In 2019, the world reported an estimated 229 million cases of malaria and 409,000 

deaths. 

However, an estimated 6 million deaths and 1.5 billion cases had been averted since 2000. But 

the global gains in combating malaria have leveled off in recent years. 

 State of Finance for Nature Report                                           (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News:  The State of Finance for Nature Report has been released. The report 

recommended more investments in “Nature-based solutions”. 

State of Finance for Nature Report 

 Released by: United Nations Environment Program, World Economic Forum and the 

Economics of Land Degradation. 

 The report tracks the global trends in public and private investment in nature-based 

solutions. By this, it aims to improve data quality and identify opportunities for 

governments, businesses and financiers. 

 Nature-based solutions (NbS) refer to sustainable management and the use of nature to 

tackle socio-environmental challenges. These challenges range from disaster risk reduction, 

climate change and biodiversity loss to food and water security as well as human health. 

Key Findings of the Report 

 The current investments in Nature-based solutions amount to USD 133 billion. This is about 

0.10% of global GDP. Public funds make up 86% and private finance makes up the remaining 

14% of these investments. 

 The largest proportion of public investment is carried out by the United States, with 

approximately $36 billion a year in NbS spending. It is followed by China, Japan, Germany 

and Australia. 

 Countries such as Brazil, India and Saudi Arabia are likely spending large amounts of money 

too. But they do not report internationally comparable data, according to the report.  The 

private investment in Nature-based solutions is mostly contributed by 

 Commercial financial institutions, 

 Investors including insurance companies, asset management firms 

 Philanthropies including foundations and endowments. 



 
Recommendations 

 Firstly, the report calls for investments in nature-based solutions to triple by 2030 and 

to increase four-fold by 2050 from the current level. 

 By 2050, the total investment of nature needs will amount to $8.1 trillion, while annual 

investment should reach $536 billion annually by 2050. 

 Secondly, the report has called for a comprehensive system and framework for labeling, 

tracking, reporting and verifying the state of finance for NbS. This would improve data 

comparability and quality as an input to future decision-making. 

 Lastly, the report has recommended reforming taxes, repurposing agricultural policies 

and trade-related tariffs. It also recommended harnessing the potential of carbon 

markets to finance Nature-based solutions. 

 

 China’s Child Policy                                                                        (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: China has announced that it will allow couples to have up to three children after 

census data showed a steep decline in birth rates. 

China’s One-Child Policy: 

 China’s One-Child Policy was announced  by then-leader Deng Xiaoping. 

 The policy was adopted out of fear that unchecked population growth would lead 

to economic and environmental catastrophe. It was also a response to concerns about 

food shortages. 

 The policy was implemented through several means. Such as, incentivising families 

financially to have one child, making contraceptives widely available and imposing 

sanctions against those who violated the policy. 

However, the policy was also a source of discontent as: 

 The state used brutal tactics such as forced abortions and sterilisations. 

 Controversial for violating human rights 

 Being unfair to poorer Chinese since the richer ones could afford to pay economic 

sanctions if they violated the policy. 

The policy has been blamed for making China’s population aged faster than other countries, 

impacting the country’s growth potential. It is also suggested that because of the one-child 

policy, China would be unable to reap the full benefits of its economic growth and will need 

other ways to support it. 



 
China’s Two-Child Policy 

In 2016, China relaxed its One Child Policy. It allowed two children per couple. However, the 

policy change did little to change the rapid fall in population growth. 

According to Census 2020, around 12 million babies were born in 2020. This is a significant 

decrease from the 18 million in 2016 and also the lowest number of births recorded since the 

1960s. Hence, this was the reason why China has now relaxed its two-child policy and has 

allowed couples to have up to three children. 

 

 

 AmbiTag                                                                                                           (Source: PIB)                                                      

Why in News: Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar(IIT Ropar) in Punjab has developed a device 

named AmbiTag. 

 AmbiTag 



 
 AmbiTag is the first-of-its-kind Internet of Things (IoT) device. The device will be helpful in 

the secure transportation of vaccines, blood and body organs, perishable products (food 

and dairy) among others. 

 The device records real-time ambient temperature during the transportation of perishable 

products, vaccines, and even body organs and blood. 

 The recorded temperature helps to know whether that particular item transported from 

anywhere in the world is still usable or perished because of temperature variation. 

 AWaDH (Agriculture and Water Technology Development Hub) and its Startup Scratch Nest 

developed the device. 

AWaDH is a research center at IIT Ropar. Established with support from the Department of 

Science and Technology (DST) and the Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB). It carries 

out extensive research in the field of agriculture and water. 

AmbiTAG is India’s first indigenous temperature data logger for the cold chain management 

Moreover, the device is also particularly critical for vaccines including the Covid-19 vaccine, 

organs, and blood transportation. 

  Horticulture Cluster Development Program (CDP)                         (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has launched the 

Horticulture Cluster Development Program (CDP). 

Horticulture Cluster Development Program (CDP) 

 Horticulture Cluster Development Program (CDP) aims at growing and developing identified 

horticulture clusters to make them globally competitive. 

 A cluster is a group of enterprises located within an identifiable and, as far as practicable, 

contiguous area and producing similar products or services. 

 The nodal agency for the program will be the National Horticulture Board (NHB). It will 

implement the program as a Central Sector Component of NHB. 

Coverage 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare (MoA&FW) has identified 53 horticulture 

clusters. Of which 12 have been selected for the pilot launch of the program. Based on the 

learnings from the pilot project, the program will be scaled up to cover all the identified 

clusters. 



 
These clusters will be implemented through Cluster Development Agencies (CDAs). CDAs are 

appointed on the recommendations of the respective State/UT Government. 

Key Features of the Program 

 Firstly, the program will address all major issues related to the Indian horticulture sector. 

This includes pre-production, production, post-harvest management, logistics, marketing 

and branding. 

 Secondly, the program is designed to leverage geographical specialisation and promote 

integrated and market-led development of horticulture clusters. 

 Thirdly, the program is expected to converge with other initiatives of the Government such 

as the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund. 

Significance of the Program 

The program will benefit about 10 lakh farmers and related stakeholders of the value chain in 

the Horticulture Sector. 

The program is expected to improve the exports of the targeted horticultural crops by 

approximately 20%. Moreover, the program is expected to attract an estimated investment of 

INR 10,000 crore when implemented in all the 53 clusters. 

 Nano Urea Liquid                                                                                            (The Hindu) 

Why in News: Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) has launched the world’s 

first Nano Urea Liquid 

Nano Liquid Urea 

 Nano Urea Liquid is a nutrient to provide nitrogen to plants as an alternative to 

conventional urea. 

 Nano Urea Liquid has been developed indigenously through proprietary technology at 

IFFCO”s Nano Biotechnology Research Centre (NBRC) in Gujarat. 

 IFFCO had conducted around 11,000 farmer field trials (FFT’s) on more than 94 crops 

across India to test the efficacy of nano urea. The trials had shown an average 8% 

increase in yield. 

Benefits of Nano Liquid Urea 

 Firstly, Nano Liquid Urea can curtail the requirement of urea by at least 50%. This will in 

turn reduce India’s dependence on urea imports. 



 
 During 2019-20, the production of urea was 244.55 LMT. On the other hand, the 

consumption volume of urea was 336 lakh metric tones. This leaves a gap of over 91 

LMT. India imported 91.99 LMT urea fertilizer in 2019-20 to fill this gap. 

 Secondly, nano urea liquid is significant as its use by farmers will boost balanced 

nutrition programs by reducing the excess use of Urea application in the soil. This will 

help make the crops stronger, healthier and protect them from the lodging effect. 

 Thirdly, the conventional urea is 30-40% effective in delivering nitrogen to plants while 

the effectiveness of the Nano Urea Liquid is over 80%. 

 Fourthly, the Nano Urea Liquid will be cost-effective as it will be cheaper. This will help 

in increasing farmers’ income. 

 Lastly, Nano Urea Liquid will have a positive impact on the 

 Quality of underground water 

 Reduction in global warming with an impact on climate change and 

 Sustainable development 

 

 Corbevax Mission                                                                                   (Source: Express) 

Why in News: India has placed an advance order to block 300 million doses of a new Covid-19 

vaccine, Corbevax from Hyderabad-based Company Biological E. 

Corbevax Vaccine 

 Corbevax is a recombinant protein subunit vaccine. The vaccine is being indigenously 

produced by Biological E, Hyderabad-based Pharmaceutical Company. 

 The Corbevax vaccine is made up of a specific part of SARS-CoV-2 — the spike protein on 

the virus’s surface. 

 The vaccine will be administered in two doses. It is expected to be among the cheapest 

available in the country. 

What are Spike Proteins 

 The members of the coronavirus family have sharp bumps that protrude from the 

surface of their outer envelopes. Those bumps are known as spike proteins. 

 These spike proteins allow the virus to enter the cells in the body so that it can replicate 

and cause disease. 

 However, in Corbevax Vaccine the spike protein alone is given to the body. So, it is not 

expected to be harmful as the rest of the virus is absent. The body is expected to 

develop an immune response against the injected spike protein. Therefore, when the 



 
real virus attempts to infect the body, it will already have an immune response ready 

that will make it unlikely for the person to fall severely ill. 

 The technology to inject spike protein to develop immunity against a disease is not new. 

It has been used previously in making hepatitis B vaccines. However, Corbevax is the 

first vaccine made for COVID-19 to use this technology. 

Different types of Covid-19 vaccines: Vaccines are categorised on the basis of the development 

process adopted by scientists. For example: 

 Pfizer and Moderna vaccines developed in the US are mRNA vaccines. In this type, 

vaccines will carry the molecular instructions to make the protein in the body through a 

synthetic RNA of the virus. The host body uses this to produce the viral protein that is 

recognized and thereby making the body mount an immune response against the 

disease. 

 Johnson & Johnson, Sputnik V and AstraZeneca-Oxford University vaccine is a kind 

of viral vector vaccine. In this type, a modified version of other viruses (for example, 

adenovirus) is used. The virus can enter human cells but not replicate inside. A gene for 

the coronavirus vaccine was added into the adenovirus DNA, allowing the vaccine to 

target the spike proteins that SARS-CoV-2 uses to enter human cells. 

 Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin and Sinovac-CoronaVac is categorised as an inactivated 

vaccine. In this type, an inactivated live virus is used to create an immune response 

against the disease. 

Inactivated vaccines attempt to target the entire structure of the virus. On the other 

hand, Corbevax like the mRNA and viral vector Covid-19 vaccines targets only the spike protein 

but in a different way. 

Viral vectors and mRNA vaccines use a code to induce our cells to make the spike proteins 

against which the body has to build immunity. On the other hand, in the case of Corbevax is 

actually giving the spike protein alone. 

 Project-75I                                                                                                          (The Hindu)  

Why in News:  Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) headed by the Defence Minister has 

approved a Request For Proposal (RFP) for the construction of six conventional submarines 

under Project-75I. 

Construction of Six Conventional Submarines 

The six submarines under Project-75I will be built under the strategic partnership model. 



 
Strategic Partnership Model is a part of the Defence Procurement Procedure. The model 

envisages indigenous manufacturing of major defence platforms by an Indian strategic partner. 

Indian partner will collaborate with a foreign original equipment manufacturer (OEM) to set up 

production facilities in the country. 

 The submarines are part of the 30-year submarine-building program approved by the 

Cabinet Committee on Security in 1999. 

 The submarines will be equipped with air-independent propulsion (AIP) systems that will 

enable the vessels to stay underwater for longer periods and enhance their combat 

capabilities. The first submarine built under the project is likely to be delivered by 2030. 

 Two Indian companies shortlisted as strategic partners are Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 

Limited (MDL) and Larsen & Toubro. 

 The foreign manufacturers selected for the project are French Naval Group, German 

conglomerate ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems, Russia’s Rubin Design Bureau, Spain’s 

Navantia and South Korea’s Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering Company. 

Significance of this Project-75I 

 This is the first project to be approved under the Strategic Partnership Model. 

 This would be one of the largest ‘Make in India’ projects. It will create an industrial 

ecosystem for submarine construction in India. 

 From a strategic perspective, Project-75I will help reduce current dependence on imports 

and gradually ensure greater self-reliance. 

 

 SAGE Initiative                                                                                               ( Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment has launched the (senior 

care Ageing Growth Engine) SAGE Initiative and SAGE portal for elderly persons. 

SAGE Initiative and SAGE Portal 

 SAGE Initiative and SAGE Portal have been launched with an aim to provide “one-stop 

access” for elderly care. The portal will provide access to all elderly care products and 

services developed by credible start-ups. 

 Launched by: Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (MoSJ&E) 

Key Features of the Initiative 

 Helping start-ups: The initiative aims to help startups that are interested in the field of 

providing services for elderly care. 



 
 Selection of start-ups: Start-ups will be selected by an independent screening committee of 

experts. 

 Basis of selection: The committee will select the startups on the basis of their innovative 

products and services across sectors. Such as health, housing, care centers and 

technological access linked to finances, food, wealth management and legal guidance. 

 Fund: A fund of up to Rs 1 crore as one-time equity will be granted to each selected start-

up. 

 Ministry will act as a facilitator: After the product is made, the Ministry of Social Justice will 

act as a facilitator enabling the elderly to access these products. 

There has been a rise in India’s elderly population. As per surveys, the share of elders as a 

percentage of the total population in the country is expected to increase from around 7.5% in 

2001 to almost 12.5% by 2026, and surpass 19.5% by 2050. 

Hence, there is an urgent need to create a more robust elder care ecosystem in India, especially 

in the post-COVID phase. 

 Seed Minikit Program                                                                                  (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: The Ministry of Agriculture has launched the Seed Minikit Program. 

Seed Minikit Program 

Seed Minikit Program aims to distribute high yielding varieties of seeds of pulses and oilseeds 

to farmers. 

The seed mini-kits are being provided by the following central agencies – 

 National Seeds Corporation (NCS) 

 NAFED 

 Gujarat State Seeds Corporation 

The program is wholly funded by the Center through the National Food Security Mission. This 

program is a major tool for introducing new varieties of seeds in fields and instrumental 

in increasing the seed replacement rate. 

Seed Replacement Rate (SRR): Out of the total area of a crop planted in a season, SRR is the 

percentage of total area sown using certified/quality seeds other than the farm-saved seed (the 

practice of saving seeds to plant in the next season). 

Pulses and Oilseeds Production in India 



 
 The Government of India in collaboration with states has been implementing program to 

enhance the production of pulses and oilseeds under the National Food Security Mission. 

Since 2014-15, there has been a renewed focus on increasing the production of pulses and 

oilseeds. The efforts have yielded good results. 

 Oilseeds production has increased from 27.51 million tones in 2014-15 to 36.57million 

tones in 2020-21. 

 On the other hand, pulses production has increased from 17.15 million tones in 2014-15 to 

25.56 million tones in 2020-21. 

 

 SDG INDIA INDEX 2020-21                                                               (Source: Express) 

Why in News: NITI Aayog has released the SDG India Index 2020-21. It is the 3rd edition of SDG 

India Index. 

Key Findings of the SDG India Index 2020-21 

 India’s overall SDG score improved by 6 points — from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020-21. 

 This is due to improvement in providing facilities including clean water and sanitation, 

affordable and clean energy among others. 

 Categories: Currently, there are no states in the aspirant and achiever category. Around 15 

states/UTs are in the performer category and 22 states/UTs in the front runner category. 

States 

 Kerala has topped the index with a score of 75. 

 It was followed by Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu with a score of 74. 

 Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst-performing states in the SDG India index. 

 UTs: Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 79, followed by 

Delhi (68). 

 Top Gainers: Mizoram, Haryana and Uttarakhand are the top gainers in 2020-21 in 

terms of improvement in score from 2019. 

SDG India Index 

The SDG India Index was launched in 2018 by NITI Aayog. It was developed in collaboration with 

the United Nations. 

As the States, progress will determine India’s progress towards achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The index aims to bring competition among States to 

improve their performance across social indices. 



 
Indicators Covered: The third edition of the index covered 16 SDG Goals on 115 quantitative 

indicators. In 2018, around 13 SDG goals with 62 indicators were covered. 

A composite score for SDG Index is computed in the range of 0–100 for each State/UT based on 

its aggregate performance across 16 SDGs. The higher the score of a State/UT, the closer it is 

towards achieving the 2030 national targets. 

Classification: States/UTs are classified based on the SDG India Index Score as follows: 

 Aspirant: 0–49 

 Performer: 50–64 

 Front Runner: 65–99 

 Achiever: 100 

 

 World Employment and Social Outlook Report                                       ( Express) 

Why in News: The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has released the annual World 

Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2021 (WESO) report. 

World Employment and Social Outlook report 

 The report analyses key labour market issues including unemployment, labour under 

utilisation, working poverty, income inequality, labour income share and factors that 

exclude people from decent work. 

 It highlights how the COVID-19 crisis had worsened pre-existing inequalities by hitting 

vulnerable workers harder. 

Key Findings of the World Employment and Social Outlook report 

 COVID-induced job loss: Covid-19 induced jobs loss will reach 75 million in 2021, before 

falling to 23 million in 2022. Further, people who have held onto their jobs have seen 

their working hours cut dramatically. 

 Global Unemployment: Unemployment is expected to stand at 205 million people in 

2022. This far greater than the 187 million in 2019. This corresponds to an 

unemployment rate of 5.7%. 

 Poor quality of jobs: The quality of newly created jobs would likely deteriorate in 

developing and emerging economies. 

 Increase in Poverty: Compared to 2019, an additional 108 million workers worldwide 

are now categorized as poor or extremely poor. This means they and their families live 

on the equivalent of less than US$3.20 per person per day. 


