
 

 

7th June -13th June Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 Global Viability Index                                                                          (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released the Global Liveability Index 

2021. 

Global Liveability Index 

 The index assesses the locations that provide the best and the worst living conditions 

around the world. It assesses 140 cities around the world. 

 Parameters: The index takes into account more than 30 qualitative and quantitative factors. 

These factors are spanning five broad categories: stability (25%), healthcare (20%), culture 

and environment (25%), education (10%), and infrastructure (20%). 

 However, due to the pandemic, the EIU added new indicators to it. It includes stress on 

healthcare resources as well as restrictions around local sporting events, theatres, music 

concerts, restaurants, and schools. 

 Scores: Each factor in a city is rated as acceptable, tolerable, uncomfortable, undesirable, or 

intolerable. Factor-wise scores are then compiled and weighted to provide a score of 1–100 

where 1 is considered intolerable and 100 is considered ideal. 

Key Takeaways from the index 

 Top Five Liveable Cities: Auckland (New Zealand), Osaka (Japan), Adelaide (Australia), 

Wellington (New Zealand), and Tokyo (Japan). 

 Top Five Least Liveable Cities: Damascus (Syria), Lagos (Nigeria), Port Moresby (Papua New 

Guinea), Dhaka (Bangladesh), and Algiers (Algeria). 

 

 AISHE 2019-20                                                                                                    (The Hindu)  

Why in News: Ministry of Education has released the report of All India Survey on Higher 

Education (AISHE) 2019-20. 

AISHE Report 2019-20: The AISHE Report provides key performance indicators on the current 

status of Higher education in the country. 



 
 First Report: The report was initiated in the year 2011. This is the 10th in the series of AISHE 

reports released annually by the Department of Higher Education. 

Key Findings of the Report 

Highest Number of Colleges 

 The top 8 States in terms of the highest number of colleges in India are Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, and 

Gujarat. 

Total Student Enrollment 

 During the last five years from 2015-16 to 2019-20, there has been a growth of 11.4% in 

student enrolment. 

 Total enrollment in higher education has been estimated to be 38.5 million, with 19.6 

million boys and 18.9 million females. Females constitute 49% of the total enrolment. 

 Uttar Pradesh has the highest student enrolment in India. It has 49.1% male and 50.9% 

female students. It is followed by Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. 

Gross Enrolment Ratio 

 The Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) has increased by a minuscule 0.8% in 2019-20. 

 Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is the percentage of students enrolled in Higher Education 

from the eligible age group population. 

 In India, GER for higher education is calculated for the age group of 18-23. 

 GER in higher education in 2019-20 was 27.1% against 26.3% in 2018-19 and 24.3% in 

2014-2015. 

Enrolment of Girls 

 There has been an overall increase of over 18% in female enrolment in higher education 

from 2015-16 to 2019-20. 

 However, the share of girl students is lowest in institutes of national importance. Also, 

female participation in professional courses is lower in comparison to academic courses. 

Gender Parity Index 

 Gender Parity Index (GPI) in Higher Education improved a bit. In 2019-20, it was 1.01 

against 1.00 in 2018-19. This indicates an improvement in the relative access to higher 

education for females. 



 
Teacher Pupil Ratio 

 Total Number of Teachers stands at 15 lakh comprising 57.5% male and 42.5% female. 

 The Pupil-Teacher Ratio in Higher Education in 2019-20 is 26. 

Attractive Disciplines 

 Nearly 85% of the students (2.85 crores) were enrolled in the six major disciplines such 

as Humanities, Science, Commerce, Engineering & Technology, Medical Science, and IT 

& Computers. 

Foreign Students 

 The highest share of foreign students comes from the neighboring countries, of which 

Nepal is 28.1% of the total. It was followed by Afghanistan 9.1%, Bangladesh 4.6%, 

Bhutan 3.8%, and Sudan 3.6%. 

 

  PRAGATI Portal                                                                                               (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Prime Minister is monitoring several railway projects through the (Proactive 

Governance and Timely Implementation) PRAGATI portal. He has observed a lack of progress in 

key railway projects across the country. 

PRAGATI Portal 

 PRAGATI is a multi-purpose and multi-modal governance platform launched in 2015. 

 Nodal Body: The portal has been designed by the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) team 

with the help of the National Informatics Center (NIC). 

The portal is aimed at 

 Addressing the common man’s grievances 

 To simultaneously monitor and review important program and projects of the 

Government of India as well as projects flagged by various State governments. 

Key Features of the PRAGATI Portal 

 Firstly, the platform uniquely bundles the three latest technologies: Digital data 

management, video-conferencing and geo-spatial technology. 

 Secondly, it is a three-tier system consisting of the PMO, Union Government Secretaries 

and Chief Secretaries of the States. 



 
 Thirdly, the platform enables the Prime Minister to hold a monthly program. In that, he 

will interact with the Government of India Secretaries and Chief Secretaries through 

Video-conferencing enabled by data and geo-informatics visuals; 

 Lastly, the issues flagged before the PM are picked up from the available database 

regarding Public Grievances, ongoing Programs and pending Projects. 

Significance of PRAGATI portal 

 The platform offers a unique combination in the direction of cooperative federalism. 

Since it brings on one stage the Secretaries of Government of India and the Chief 

Secretaries of the States. 

 It is also a robust system for bringing e-transparency and e-accountability with real-time 

presence and exchange among the key stakeholders. 

 The platform is also an innovative project towards e-governance and good governance. 

 

 Gharials Conservation                                                                             (Down to Earth) 

Why in News: The Mahanadi Wildlife Division in Odisha has announced a cash reward of Rs 

1,000 for rescuing Gharials and informing wildlife personnel. The division will also provide 

compensation to fishermen whose fishing nets are destroyed by gharials. 

Gharials 

 Gharials are one of the longest of all living crocodilians. They derive their name from 

ghara, an Indian word for pot. It is named so because of a bulbous knob (narial 

excrescence) present at the end of their snout. 

 Features: Gharial is a fish-eating crocodile. It is also the only living crocodilian with 

visible sexual dimorphism. 

 Indicator Species: They are also a crucial indicator of clean river water. 

Distribution 

 Gharials were once abundant in the main rivers and tributaries of the Indus, Ganges, 

Brahmaputra, and Mahanadi-Brahmani river systems. 

 But they are now limited to only 14 widely spaced and restricted localities of India and 

Nepal. In India, Gharials are present in Son River, Girwa River, the Ganges, Mahanadi 

River, and the Chambal River. The Satkosia gorge in the Mahanadi is the southernmost 

limit of gharials. 

Protected areas:  National Chambal Sanctuary and Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary 



 
 IUCN Status: Critically Endangered 

 Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

 CITES: Appendix I 

 Threat: Construction of Dam, barrages, and water abstraction, entanglement in fishing 

nets, River bed cultivation, and sand mining. 

 Initiatives: Indian government launched Project Crocodile with UNDP and FAO in 1975. It 

included an intensive captive rearing and breeding program intended to revive the 

dwindling gharial population. 

Crocodiles in India: India has three species of Crocodiles, namely: 

 Gharials (Gharials are genetically weaker than salt water crocodiles and muggers) 

 Mugger crocodile IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

 Saltwater crocodile IUCN Status: Least Concern 

 

 World Energy Investment Report 2021                                       (Source: Express) 

Why in News: The International Energy Agency (IEA) has released the World Energy Investment 

Report 2021. 

World Energy Investment Report 2021 

The report presents the latest data and analysis of how energy investment flows are recovering 

from the shock of the Covid-19 pandemic. This includes full-year outlook estimates for 2021.  

Key Findings of the World Energy Investment Report 2021 

 Global energy investments are set to recover by nearly 10% in 2021 to $1.9 trillion reversing 

the decline in 2020. 

 However, the energy transition is moving more funds toward electricity and renewable and 

away from fossil fuels. 

 Power Sector: Global Power Sector which saw flat investments in 2020 is set to receive the 

highest ever funding i.e. up by about 5% to more than $820 billion. Among them, 

Renewable are forecast to account for 70% of the total. 

 Fossil Fuels: The technologies like Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) are yet to attain 

commercial success. So, the investments in oil are expected to grow by about 10%. 

 Coal Sector: The approvals for coal-fired plants are some 80% below where they were five 

years ago. But coal is not out of the picture as there is a slight increase in coal-fired plants in 

2020 driven by China and some other Asian economies. 



 
 The Energy efficiency sector will also see a substantial rise (10%) in investment. But the low 

fossil fuel price may act as a deterrent. Energy Efficiency refers to a method of reducing 

energy consumption by using less energy to attain the same amount of useful output. 

 Increase in Emissions: The present scenarios will not deter the increase in carbon dioxide 

emission after the contraction in 2020. The Global emission is set to grow by 1.5 billion 

tones in 2021. 

 Net Zero Plan: The commitments to the Net Zero plan is gaining momentum, but its 

transition to actual action is not visible. 

Net-zero emission is the method of balancing the greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere 

by the greenhouse gas absorption from the atmosphere. 

Suggestions provided by the World Energy Investment Report 2021 

Clean energy investment would need to double in the coming years to maintain temperatures 

well below a 2 °C rise. It needs to be more than triple in order to keep the door open for a 1.5 

°C stabilisation. A democratic decision-making process and de-corporatisation of the energy 

sector is the need of the future for the survival of civilization on this planet. 

 Chief Energy Ministerial(CEM)                                                                  (Source: PIB)  

Why in News: India along with the United Kingdom has launched a new work stream to 

promote industrial energy efficiency under the Industrial Deep De-carbonization Initiative 

(IDDI). The work-stream was launched at the 12th Chief Energy Ministerial (CEM). 

Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) 

 The Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) was launched at the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change Conference Of Parties in Copenhagen in 2009. 

 Objective: It is a high-level global forum to promote policies and programs for the 

development of clean energy technology. It also aims to share experience & best practices 

encouraging the transition to a global clean energy economy. 

 Focus Areas: The CEM is focused on three global climate and energy policy goals: 

 Improve energy efficiency worldwide 

 Enhance clean energy supply 

 Expand clean energy access. 

Member Countries: 29 Countries. India is a member. 

Industrial Deep De-carbonization Initiative (IDDI) 



 
 IDDI is an initiative of the Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM). 

 It is a global coalition of public and private organizations that are working to stimulate 

demand for low carbon industrial materials. IDDI works to 

 Standardize carbon assessments 

 Establish ambitious public and private sector procurement targets 

 Incentivize investment into low-carbon product development 

 Design industry guidelines 

Co-ordinate by: The initiative is coordinated by UNIDO and is co-led by the UK and India. The 

initiative also has the support of Germany and Canada. 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

It is the specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes industrial development for 

poverty reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental sustainability. 

 Indemnity                                                                                             (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Union government is in talks with foreign manufacturers of COVID-19 

vaccines on their demand for Indemnity from liability as a condition for selling their vaccines to 

the country. 

However, this has already given rise to a similar demand from domestic vaccine-maker Serum 

Institute of India (SII). As they believe, all players should be treated the same way. 

Indemnity 

 In simple terms, indemnity means security against a loss or other financial stress. This 

is commonly used in insurance contracts. 

 In legal terms, It protects the manufacturers from any potential civil-legal liability or 

immunity from being sued by people for any unforeseen complications arising from 

their COVID-19 vaccine. 

The law on drugs in India does not have a provision for indemnity related to the grant of 

approval for any new drug or vaccine in the country. 

Section 124 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872 defines a contract of indemnity. It is defined as a 

contract by which one party promises to save the other from any loss caused to the latter. 



 
 If the government gives an indemnity to vaccine manufacturers, then the government, and 

not the vaccine maker, would be liable to compensate any citizen who claims to have side 

effects/death due to taking the vaccine. 

 In the event of a court ordering payment, the company will be in a position to recover the 

amount from the government. 

Indemnity is essentially a contractual matter between the supplier and recipient. For 

example, Pfizer is believed to have obtained indemnity from several countries including the 

United Kingdom. However, it has declined to discuss the issue in public. 

Firstly, the Drugs Controller-General of India has fast-tracked the import of vaccines by 

dispensing with the need for local trials. 

Secondly, foreign-produced vaccines that had been granted emergency approval for restricted 

use by certain regulators will also be granted Emergency Use Authorisation in India. These 

regulators include regulators in the US, UK, European Union and Japan or vaccines included in 

the WHO’s Emergency Use Listing. 

Thirdly, the New Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules, 2019 has set down stringent regulations for 

grant of approval as well as for trials. 

The Rules provide for payment of compensation by the sponsor of the trial or its representative 

to any participant who dies or suffers disability as a result of such trials. However, 

exemption from these trials has reduced the risk to overseas manufacturers. 

 ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meet                                                                   (The Hindu)                                                      

Why in News: China is hosting ASEAN foreign ministers meeting this year. This year (2021) also 

marks the 30th anniversary of the dialogue relations between China and the 10-member ASEAN 

countries. Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

Key Focus of the ASEAN foreign ministers meeting 

 Combating COVID-19 

 Promoting economic recovery 

 Discussing the proposal of vaccine passport connecting China and ASEAN countries 

Significance of this ASEAN foreign ministers meeting 

 This meeting comes in the backdrop of China criticizing the Quad (India, Australia, Japan 

and the United States grouping) during recent visits to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 



 
 China’s Defence Minister has called on both countries to reject “military alliances” — a 

term that China is using to describe the Quad but a label that the Quad group rejects. 

China and ASEAN Cooperation 

 China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries established 

a strategic partnership in 2005. 

 China-ASEAN free trade zone was formally established in the year 2010. 

 China and ASEAN countries are a part of the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) trade deal. 

 China has been ASEAN’s largest trade partner for 12 consecutive years. On the other 

hand, ASEAN became China’s largest trade partner in 2020. 

 China has pledged to deliver 100 million doses of the Sinovac Covid-19 vaccine to ASEAN 

nations. Apart from that, China will also provide other pandemic-fighting materials and 

technical help to tackle the Covid-19 pandemic in ASEAN Countries. 

ASEAN 

 ASEAN is a regional grouping that was established in 1967 with the signing of the 

Bangkok Declaration. 

 Members: Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, The Philippines, Vietnam, 

Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei, and Laos. 

 Headquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia. 

 

 UN’s CEO Water Mandate                                                                                             (PIB) 

Why in News: India’s largest power utility, NTPC Ltd has become a signatory of UN’s CEO Water 

Mandate. 

UN’s CEO Water Mandate 

 UN’s CEO Water Mandate is a UN Global Compact initiative to demonstrate the 

commitment and efforts of companies towards better water and sanitation agendas as part 

of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 Purpose: The mandate is designed to assist companies in the development, 

implementation, and disclosure of comprehensive water strategies and policies. 

 It also provides a platform for companies to partner with like-minded businesses, UN 

agencies, public authorities, civil society organizations and other key stakeholders. 



 
Companies: The mandate is now endorsed by over 180 companies from a range of industry 

sectors and regions around the world. 

United Nations Global Compact Initiative 

 United Nations Global Compact is a non-binding United Nations Initiative. It aims to 

encourage companies worldwide to adopt sustainable and socially responsible policies. 

For that, the UN categorised 10 principles range from human rights, anti-corruption, 

environment, labour, etc. 

 The initiative was announced by the then UN Secretary-General in 1999. It was officially 

launched at UN Headquarters in New York City in 2000. 

 

 Sea Snot                                                                                                   (Source: Express) 

Why in News: Sea Snot accumulation in the Sea of Marmara (Turkey) is causing grave 

environmental concern. This is because Sea Snot can cause considerable damage to the marine 

ecosystem. 

The Sea of Marmara is an inland sea entirely within the borders of Turkey. The sea connects the 

Black Sea to the Aegean Sea, thus separating Turkey’s Asian and European lands. 

 



 
Sea Snot 

 Sea Snot is also known as Sea Saliva or 

Marine Mucilage. It is a collection of 

thick, slimy, mucus-like substance 

found in the sea. It is composed of 

compounds secreted by marine 

organisms. 

 Mucilage is a thick, gluey substance 

produced by nearly all plants and some 

microorganisms. 

 Formation: Sea Snot is formed when 

algae are overloaded with nutrients as a result of water pollution combined with the 

effects of climate change. 

 The nutrient overload occurs when algae feast on warm weather caused by global 

warming. Water pollution also causes the problem. 

Sea Snot  

A ‘sea snot’ outbreak was first recorded in Turkey in 2007. Back then, it was also spotted in 

the Aegean Sea near Greece. But the current outbreak in the Sea of Marmara is by far 

the biggest in the country’s history. 

Reason for this outbreak: The overproduction of phytoplankton caused by climate change. The 

uncontrolled dumping of household and industrial waste into the seas has also led to the 

present crisis in Turkey. 

Effects of Sea Snot 

Marine Ecosystem 

 The growth of the mucilage which floats upon the surface of the sea like brown phlegm 

poses a severe threat to the marine ecosystem of the country. 

 It has already caused mass deaths among the fish population and also killed other 

aquatic organisms such as corals and sponges. Moreover, the mucilage is now covering 

the surface of the sea and has also spread to 80-100 feet below the surface. 

 If unchecked, this can collapse to the bottom and cover the sea floor, causing major 

damage to the marine ecosystem. 

Livelihood 



 
 The Sea Snot outbreak has also affected the livelihoods of fishermen. 

 The sludge is getting collected in the fishermen’s nets making them so heavy that they 

break or get lost. Moreover, the mucilage coating the strings makes the nets visible to 

fish and keeps them away. 

Diseases 

 Several experts have warned that the ‘sea snot’ can cause an outbreak of water-borne 

diseases such as cholera in cities like Istanbul. 

 

 New Atlantic Charter                                                                       (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: US President Joe Biden and UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson met for the first 

time. They inspected documents related to the New Atlantic Charter to be signed. 

The Atlantic Charter was signed by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt in August 1941. The charter set out the common goals for the world after 

the Second World War. Those goals included: 

 No Territorial aggrandizement (elevation) 

 No territorial changes made against the wishes of the people (self-determination) 

 Restoration of self-government to those deprived of it 

 Reduction of trade restrictions 

 Global cooperation to secure better economic and social conditions 

 Freedom from fear and want 

 Freedom of the seas 

 Abandonment of the use of force and disarmament of aggressor nations. 

Significance of the Atlantic charter 

 The Atlantic Charter was subsequently incorporated as a reference in the Declaration of the 

United Nations. 

 It inspired several other international agreements and events that followed the end of the 

war such as the dismantling of the British Empire, formation of NATO among others. 

 New Atlantic Charter: The New Atlantic Charter was written again by U.S. President Joe Biden 

and the UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson in their first meeting in the UK. 

Key goals of the New Atlantic Charter 

 Defend the principles, values and institutions of democracy and open societies. 



 
 To strengthen the institutions, laws and norms that sustains international cooperation 

to adapt them to meet the new challenges of the 21st century. 

 To remain united behind the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the 

peaceful resolution of disputes. 

 Harness and protect our innovative edge in science and technology. 

 To affirm our shared responsibility for maintaining collective security, international 

stability and resilience against the full scale of modern threats including cyber threats. 

 Continue building an inclusive, fair, climate-friendly, sustainable, rules-based global 

economy for the 21st century. 

 Act urgently and ambitiously to tackle the climate crisis, protect biodiversity, and sustain 

nature. 

 To recognize the catastrophic impact of health crises and the global good in 

strengthening collective defences against health threats. 

 

 

 


