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5th -11th July Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 NIPUN Bharat Mission                                                                                   (Source: PIB) 

Why in News:  The Ministry of Education will launch the National Initiative for Proficiency in 

Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) Mission 

NIPUN Bharat Mission 

 Its aim is to create an enabling environment to ensure universal acquisition of foundational 

literacy and numeracy. It will enable every child to achieve the desired learning 

competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of Grade 3 by 2026-27. 

 A five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the national- state- district- block- 

school level in all states and UTs for the mission. 

 The mission will be implemented by the Union Education Ministry in collaboration with 

states through the flagship school education program Samagra Shiksha. 

  A National Achievement Survey of Class 3 students will be conducted to set a baseline to 

track the future progress of the mission. 

 The mission also emphasizes the importance of using a child’s mother tongue in teaching, a 

principle of the National Education Policy 2020. 

 No additional funding is being allocated for the mission. Instead, money is being allocated 

from the Samagra Shiksha scheme, which saw a 20% drop in its budget in 2021. 

 Foundational literacy and numeracy is one of the goals under the National Education Policy 

2020. Initially, the policy had included a 2025 deadline to achieve this goal. But the target 

has been extended to 2026-27, given that COVID-19 has already disrupted two academic 

years. 

 

  BOLD Project                                                                                                 (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has launched a project named 

Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought (BOLD) in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 

Project BOLD 
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 Project BOLD seeks to create bamboo-based green patches in arid and semi-arid land zones 

of the country. It aims at reducing land degradation and preventing desertification in the 

country. 

 As part of the project, 5000 saplings of bamboo species: Bambusa Tulda and Bambusa 

Polymorpha specially brought from Assam have been planted over 16 acres of vacant arid 

Gram Panchayat land in Rajasthan. 

 Further, the KVIC is set to replicate the Project at Village Dholera in Ahmedabad district in 

Gujarat and Leh-Ladakh region. 

 Significance of the Project: 

 Firstly, the Project has created a world record of planting the highest number of 

bamboo saplings on a single day at one location. 

 Secondly, the Project will help in reducing the land degradation percentage of the 

country. 

 Thirdly, the project will give a boost to self-employment in the region. 

Bamboos grow very fast and in about three years’ time and could be harvested. Bamboos are 

also known for conserving water and reducing evaporation of water from the land surface, 

which is an important feature in arid and drought-prone regions. 

  OPEC+                                                                                                      (Source: Express)  

Why in News: The meetings among the OPEC+ group of oil-exporting countries have stalled. 

Because the UAE has pushed back proposals, making an increase in crude oil supply conditional 

on an extension to an output agreement. 

Background 

In April 2020, the OPEC+ countries had signed a two-year agreement. It included steep cuts in 

crude production to deal with a sharp fall in the price of oil as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

Due to this agreement, the price of crude oil started rising consistently and has now reached 

$76.5 per barrel. Despite this, OPEC+ maintained lower levels of crude oil production. However, 

the group ran into sharp criticism from developing economies, including India, for deliberately 

maintaining low supply levels to raise prices. 

What is the issue? 

The current issue is between the UAE and Saudi Arabia. UAE has accepted a proposal from 

Saudi Arabia to raise output of crude oil in phases. However, UAE has rejected extending the 
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remaining cuts to the end of 2022 from the current end date of April 2021 without adjusting its 

current baseline production. 

If the OPEC+ countries do not reach an agreement to increase production of crude oil, then 

expected relief in the form of lower crude oil prices could be delayed. India is currently facing 

record-high prices of petrol and diesel, with prices of petrol exceeding Rs 100 per liter in 13 

states and Union Territories. 

 OPEC+ is a group of 24 oil-producing nations, made up of the 14 members of the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and 10 other non-OPEC members, 

including Russia. These 10 other non-OPEC members include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, 

Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan. 

 The OPEC bloc is nominally led by Saudi Arabia, the group’s largest oil producer, while 

Russia is the biggest player among the non-OPEC countries. 

 The format was born in 2017 with a deal to coordinate oil production among the countries 

in a bid to stabilize prices. Since then, the group has reached deals for members to 

voluntarily cut and ramp-up production in response to changes in global oil prices. 

 

 Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)                                               (Hindu)  

Why in News: The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry has set up a nine-member advisory council for creating an Open 

Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC). 

Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) 

 ONDC is being designed to curb the monopolistic tendencies of e-commerce platforms.  It 

brings together all of India’s E-commerce marketplaces on a single network on the lines of 

Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 

 It will do this by promoting open networks developed on open-sourced methodology using 

open specifications and open network protocols, independent of any specific platform. 

 This is expected to digitise the entire value chain, standardise operations, promote inclusion 

of suppliers, derive efficiency in logistics, and enhance value for consumers. 

 The task of this project has been assigned to the Quality Council of India (QCI) 

 

 National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)  Guidelines                     (The Hindu)  

Why in News: The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has released a policy document 

containing guidelines for cities situated along rivers.  
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These guidelines are currently for towns situated near Ganga. There are 97 towns 

encompassing five States: Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. 

Key Guidelines of the Policy 

 Firstly, the cities situated on the river banks will have to incorporate river conservation 

plans when they prepare their Master Plans. 

 Secondly, these river-sensitive plans must be practical and consider questions of land 

ownership such as restrictions on the Floor Area Ratio, ground coverage, and setting limits 

on the maximum permissible heights of buildings. 

 Thirdly, the plan should include a systematic and alternate livelihood rehabilitation plan for 

encroaching entities. 

 Fourthly, the Master Plan should not mandate specific technologies. But it can create an 

environment for facilitating the use of state-of-the-art technologies for river management. 

These include satellite-based monitoring of water quality; artificial intelligence for riverine 

biodiversity mapping; big data and citizen science for river-health monitoring and unmanned 

aerial vehicles for floodplain mapping. 

Lastly, the cities with an ongoing Master Plan should conduct an immediate analysis of the 

extent to which these river guidelines could have been adopted. 

 Arctic’s Last Ice Area                                                                                      (The Hindu) 

Why in News: A part of the Arctic’s ice called “Last Ice Area” has started showing signs of 

melting earlier than what the scientists had expected. 

Last Ice Area 

 The Last Ice Area is located north of Greenland and in Ellesmere Island in the Canadian 

territory of Nunavut. 

 Scientists had believed this area was strong enough to withstand global warming. 

 In 2015, National Geographic had forecasted the total disappearance of summer ice in the 

Arctic by the year 2040. The only place that would be able to withstand a warming climate 

would be the “Last Ice Area”. 

The Last Ice area is important because it was thought to be able to help ice-dependent species 

as ice in the surrounding areas melted away. This area is used by polar bears to hunt for seals, 

which use ice to build dens for their offspring. Walruses too use the surface of the ice for 

foraging. 



 

5 
 

Reasons for Melting of Last Ice Area: The first sign of change in the Last Ice area was observed 

in 2018. The reasons for the change include: 

 About 80% of thinning can be attributed to weather-related factors, such as winds that 

break up and move the ice around. 

 The remaining 20% can be attributed to the longer-term thinning of the ice due to 

global warming. 

 

 
 

 Ministry of Cooperation                                                                 (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Government of India has announced the creation of a new Ministry of 

Cooperation. 

Ministry of Cooperation: The Ministry of Cooperation has been created for strengthening the 

cooperative movement in the country. 

Key Objectives of the Ministry of Cooperation 

 Firstly, it will provide a separate administrative, legal, and policy framework for 

strengthening the cooperative movement in the country. 

 Secondly, it will make the cooperative movement a true people-based movement by 

helping it reach the grassroots level. 

 Thirdly, it will work to streamline processes for ease of doing business for cooperatives and 

enable the development of multi-state cooperatives (MSCS). 
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 DBT-NIBMG  and    dbGENVOC                                                                                    (PIB) 

Why in News: The National Institute of Biomedical Genomics (NIBMG) has created a database 

of genomic variations in oral cancer called dbGENVOC. This is the first of its kind database in the 

world. 

dbGENVOC 

 dbGENVOC is a browsable online database of Genomic Variants of Oral Cancer. The 

database is publicly available and is a free resource. 

 The database will contain somatic and germ line variants derived from oral cancer patients 

and also peer-reviewed published publications. 

 The database also has a built-in search engine. This allows researchers to carry out analysis 

of identifying variants in associated altered pathways in oral cancer. 

Oral Cancer 

Oral cancer is the most prevalent form of cancer among men in India, largely fuelled by 

tobacco-chewing. Tobacco-chewing causes changes in the genetic material of cells in the oral 

cavity. These changes (mutations) precipitate oral cancer. 

NIBMG 

 The NIBMG has been established as an autonomous institution under the Department of 

Biotechnology. 

 This is the first institution in India explicitly devoted to research, training, translation & 

service, and capacity-building in Biomedical Genomics. 

 It is located in Kalyani, West Bengal. 

Somatic and Germline Cells 

 A Somatic Cell is any cell of the body except sperm and egg cells. Somatic cells are diploid, 

meaning that they contain two sets of chromosomes, one inherited from each parent. 

Mutations in somatic cells can affect the individual, but they are not passed onto offspring. 

 A Germline Cells are the sex cells (eggs and sperm) that are used by sexually reproducing 

organisms to pass on genes from generation to generation. Egg and sperm cells are called 

germ cells, in contrast to the other cells of the body that are called somatic cells. 

 

 A Future for All   Report                                                                        (Down to Earth) 
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Why in News: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the UN Environment Program (UNEP), 

have released a new report titled – A future for all – the need for human-wildlife 

coexistence.  

Key findings 

Conflict between humans and animals is one of the main threats to the long-term survival of 

some of the world’s most iconic species. 

 Human-wildlife conflict, in combination with other threats, has driven the significant 

decline of species that were once abundant and species that are naturally less abundant 

have been pushed to the brink of extinction. Global wildlife populations have fallen an 

average of 68% since 1970 

 Such impact not limited just to wildlife. It would also affect humans who lived alongside 

wild animals, especially in developing countries rich in biodiversity. It could cause injury, 

death or loss of livelihood 

 Completely eradicating human-wildlife conflict was not possible. But well-planned, 

integrated approaches to managing it can reduce conflicts and lead to a form of 

coexistence between people and animals. 

Findings wrt India 

 India will be most-affected by human-wildlife conflict, the report said. This was because it 

had the world’s second-largest human population as well as large populations of tigers, 

Asian elephants, one-horned rhinos, Asiatic lions and other species. 

 Human-Elephant conflict: India’s elephants probably reflect the scale of the problem the 

best. The animals are restricted to just 3-4% of their original habitat. Their remaining range 

is plagued by deforestation, invasive species and climate change. 

 The animals are thus pushed to find food outside of protected areas where they clash with 

humans. This, in turn, causes the deaths of humans as well as loss of livelihoods for their 

families. The report gave the example of Sonitpur district in Assam. Here, destruction of 

forests had forced elephants to raid crops, in turn causing deaths of both, elephants and 

humans. 

 In response, WWF India had developed the ‘Sonitpur Model’ during 2003-2004 by which 

community members were connected with the state forest department. They were given 

training on how to work with them to drive elephants away from crop fields safely. 

 WWF India had also developed a low-cost, single strand, non-lethal electric fence to ease 

the guarding of crops from elephants. 
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 Such initiatives had brought dividends and helped in reducing crop losses to zero for four 

years running. Human and elephant deaths also reduced significantly. 

WWF 

 It is an international non-governmental organization founded in 1961 to stop the 

degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future in which humans live 

in harmony with nature. 

 Its mission is to conserve nature and reduce the most pressing threats to the diversity of life 

on Earth. The Living Planet Report is published every 2 years by the World Wide Fund for 

Nature. 

 

 Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF)                                                    (The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Union Cabinet has approved modifications to the Agriculture Infrastructure 

Fund (AIF) to increase investment. 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) 

 Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) is a Central Sector Scheme launched by the 

Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW), Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

 Its aim is to provide medium – long term debt financing facility for investment in viable 

projects. This includes post-harvest management Infrastructure and community farming 

assets through incentives and financial support. 

Key Changes approved under the Scheme 

Extension of Eligibility 

Eligibility for credit under the scheme has been extended to State Agencies/ APMCs, National & 

State Federations of Cooperatives, Federations of Farmers Producers Organizations (FPOs) and 

Federations of Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

Interest Subvention 

 At present, Interest subvention for a loan up to Rs. 2 crore in one location is eligible under 

the scheme. However, from now on entities would be able to get interest subvention of 3% 

per annum not just for one loan up to ₹2 crores but for multiple projects at different 

locations. 



 

9 
 

 But for a private sector entity, there will be a limit of a maximum of 25 such projects. This 

limitation of 25 projects will not be applicable to State agencies, national and state 

federations of cooperatives, federations of FPOs, and federation of SHGs. 

 Further, for APMCs, interest subvention for a loan up to Rs. 2 crores will be provided for 

each project of different infrastructure types e.g. cold storage, sorting, grading, and 

assaying units, silos within the same market yard. 

Beneficiaries: The power to make necessary changes with regard to the addition or deletion of 

beneficiaries has been delegated to the Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

Duration of the Scheme 

 The period of the financial facility has been extended from 4 to 6 years up to 2025-26. 

 The overall period of the scheme has been extended from 10 to 13 years, i.e. up to 

2032-33. 

 

 SPARSH PORTAL                                                                                            (The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Ministry of Defence has launched SPARSH (System for Pension 

Administration Raksha) Portal. 

SPARSH Portal 

 SPARSH is an integrated system for automation of sanction and disbursement of defence 

pension. 

 The portal processes pension claims and credits pension directly into the bank accounts of 

defence pensioners without relying on any external intermediary. 

 The portal is also available for pensioners to view their pension related information, access 

services and register complaints for redressal of grievances. 

 As part of the SPARSH system, Service Centers will be established to provide last mile 

connectivity to pensioners who may be unable to directly access the SPARSH portal for any 

reason. 

 In addition to several offices of the Defence Accounts Department, which are already 

functioning as Service Centers for pensioners, the two largest banks State Bank of India (SBI) 

and Punjab National Bank (PNB) have been selected as Service Centers. 

 

 New Species Found                                                                                            (The Hindu)  

Why in News: Researchers have discovered two new species of spiders, namely Gravelyia boro 

and Dexippus kleini from Jharbari range of western Assam’s Chirang Reserve Forest. 
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Gravelyia boro 

 The Gravelyia boro is a burrow spider. It belongs to the Nemesiidae family which comprises 

184 species worldwide. 

 The burrow spider lives underground, about 10-15 cm below the sandy-loam surface. 

 The name “Gravelyia boro” has been derived from the Bodo community, one of the largest 

ethno linguistic groups in Assam. 

Dexippus kleini 

 Dexippus kleini is an oriental jumping spider. It belongs to the Salticidae, the largest family 

of all spiders on earth. 

 This spider has been recorded for the first time since its original description 129 years ago 

by Swedish arachnologist in Sumatra, Indonesia. 

 The jumping spider is a slow mover, but capable of jumping up to 25 mm in length to hunt 

its prey. 

Other Discoveries 

Stoliczkia vanhnuailianai 

 Stoliczkia vanhnuailianai is a non-venomous snake discovered in a dried-up area of 

Tuinghaleng river bed in Mizoram. 

 The snake belongs to the Stoliczkia genus and is only the third species of Stoliczkia from 

India. The snake has been named as Stoliczkia vanhnuailianai, in honour of Vanhnuailiana, a 

famous Mizo warrior. 

 The snake is about 50 cm in length and has a dark brown shade above with a few dorsal 

scale rows bright yellow in colour. Though the head scales are uniformly dark brown, it has 

bright pinkish sutures. 

 The researchers have also named the snake as ‘Lushai hills dragon snake’. In the local Mizo 

language, it is called rulphusin, meaning ‘snake with small scales’ 

 

 Zika Virus                                                                                           (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Kerala is on alert after detecting at least 15 cases of the Zika Virus. 

Zika Virus 

Zika is a viral infection, spread by mosquitoes. The vector is the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which 

also spreads dengue and chikungunya. 
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Origin of Zika Virus 

 Zika Virus was first identified in Uganda in 1947 in monkeys. Zika was later identified in 

humans in 1952. 

 The first large outbreak of disease caused by Zika infection was reported from the Island of 

Yap in 2007. 

 In 2015, a major outbreak in Brazil led to the revelation that Zika can be associated with 

microcephaly, a condition in which babies are born with small and underdeveloped brains. 

In India, the Zika virus was first recorded in 1952-53. The latest major outbreak was in 2018 

when 80 cases were reported in Rajasthan. 

Transmission of Zika Virus 

 Through mosquito bites: Zika virus is transmitted to people primarily through the bite of an 

infected Aedes species mosquito (Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus). 

 From mother to child: A pregnant woman can pass the Zika virus to her fetus during 

pregnancy. Zika is a cause of microcephaly and other severe fetal brain defects. 

 Sexual Transmission: Zika can be passed through sex from a person who has Zika to his or 

her partners. Zika can be passed through sex, even if the infected person does not have 

symptoms at the time. 

Symptoms of Zika Virus 

 Most people infected with the Zika virus do not develop symptoms. 

 The incubation period (the time from exposure to symptoms) of Zika virus disease is 

estimated to be 3-14 days. 

 The symptoms are similar to those of flu, including fever, body ache, headache, etc. 

Additional symptoms can include the occasional rash-like in dengue, while some patients 

also have conjunctivitis. 

Treatment: Zika has no treatment or vaccine. The symptoms of the Zika virus are mild and 

usually require rest, consumption of plenty of fluids, and common pain and fever medicines. 

 Bihar’s Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR)                                      (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News:  Authorities in Bihar’s Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) have started planning for 

conservation of vultures after 150 of the birds were sighted recently in the protected area. 

 Different species of vultures including Egyptian vulture, Griffon vulture, White-rumped 

vulture and Himalayan griffon were among the 150 individuals spotted in VTR. 
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 VTR forms the easternmost limits of the Himalayan Terai forests in India. Situated in the 

Gangetic Plains bio-geographic zone of the country, the forest has a combination of bhabar 

and terai tracts. 

 Indian flying foxes can be sighted here. 

 There are nine recorded species of vultures in India; the Oriental white-backed, long-billed, 

slender-billed, Himalayan, red-headed, Egyptian, bearded, cinereous and the Eurasian 

Griffon. 

 

 China’s Malaria Free by WHO                                                      (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Following a 70-year effort, China has been awarded a malaria-free certification 

from WHO: a notable feat for a country that reported 30 million cases of the disease annually in 

the 1940s. 

 China is the first country in the WHO Western Pacific Region to be awarded a malaria-

free certification in more than 3 decades. 

 Other countries in the region that have achieved this status include Australia (1981), 

Singapore (1982) and Brunei Darussalam (1987). 

 Globally, 40 countries and territories have been granted a malaria-free certification 

from WHO; including, most recently, El Salvador (2021), Algeria (2019). 

Keys to success- steps taken by China 

 China provides a basic public health service package for its residents free of charge. As part 

of this package, all people in China have access to affordable services for the diagnosis and 

treatment of malaria, regardless of legal or financial status. 

 Effective multi-sector collaboration was also key to success. In 2010, 13 ministries in China – 

including those representing health, education, finance, research and science, development 

etc – joined forces to end malaria nationwide. 

 “1-3-7” strategy: The “1” signifies the one-day deadline for health facilities to report a 

malaria diagnosis; by the end of day 3, health authorities are required to confirm a case and 

determine the risk of spread; and, within 7 days, appropriate measures must be taken to 

prevent further spread of the disease. 

WHO malaria-free certification 

 WHO grants the certification when a country has demonstrated that the chain of indigenous 

malaria transmission by Anopheles mosquitoes has been interrupted nationwide for at least 

the past three consecutive years. 



 

13 
 

 A country must also demonstrate the capacity to prevent the re-establishment of 

transmission. 

 The final decision on awarding a malaria-free certification rests with the WHO Director-

General, based on a recommendation by the independent Malaria Elimination Certification 

Panel (MECP). 

Key findings of the WHO World Malaria Report 2020 

 India has made considerable progress in reducing its malaria burden. 

 India is the only high endemic country which has reported a decline of 17.6% in 2019 as 

compared to 2018. 
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