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 Lemru Elephant Reserve                                                                              (Indian Express) 

Why in News: The proposed Lemru Elephant Reserve in Chhattisgarh has been in the pipeline 

for 20 years. However, the reserve has become the subject of yet another controversy. 

Lemru Elephant Reserve 

 Lemru Elephant Reserve was approved by Chhattisgarh Government in 2005 and got central 

approval in 2007. 

 Lemru is one of the two elephant reserves being planned to prevent human-elephant 

conflict and to provide a permanent habitat for the elephants. 

 The other is the Badalkhol Tamorpingla Elephant Reserve, which was approved by the 

Chhattisgarh Government in 2011. Tamorpingla wildlife sanctuary already exists in the 

state, but no work on this elephant reserve has begun yet. 

Chhattisgarh Government is planning to decrease the area of the proposed reserve from 1,995 

sq km to 450 sq km. This is because the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya forests, a very 

diverse biozone that is also rich in coal deposits. 

Of 22 coal blocks in the area, seven have already been allotted with mines. Hence, increasing 

the reserve area would have made several coal mines become unusable. However, the 

government has said the decision to reduce the area is because of requests from villagers and 

public representatives. But villages have already given their consent to the acquisition of their 

land. 

Chhattisgarh has two national parks, three tiger reserves, eight sanctuaries, and one 

biosphere reserve covering 8.36% of its geographical area and 18.92% of its total forest area. 

 KVIC   Trademark Registration                                                                                 (Express)  

Why in News: Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has recently secured trademark 

registrations in three countries – Bhutan, UAE and Mexico. 



 
KVIC has Trademark registrations for the word mark “KHADI” in 6 countries namely Germany, 

UK, Australia, Russia, China and EU. However, with trademark registrations in Bhutan, UAE and 

Mexico, the number of such countries has gone up to nine. 

In these countries, KVIC has got registrations in various classes such as Khadi fabric, Khadi 

readymade garments and village industry products like Khadi soaps, Khadi cosmetics, Khadi 

incense sticks among others. 

Trademark 

 A Trademark is a sign capable of distinguishing the goods or services of one enterprise from 

those of other enterprises. 

 A Trademark Registration will confer an exclusive right to the use of the registered 

trademark. This implies that the trademark can be exclusively used by its owner or licensed 

to another party for use in return for payment. 

 The term of trademark registration can vary, but is usually ten years. It can be renewed 

indefinitely on payment of additional fees. 

KVIC 

 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory body formed in 1957 

under Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act, 1956. 

 It is an apex organisation under the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises. 

 The KVIC is charged with the planning, promotion, organisation and implementation of 

programs for the development of Khadi and other village industries in the rural areas in 

coordination with other agencies. 

 

 Avicennia marina                                                                                    (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: Scientists have completed the genome sequencing of one of the highly salt-

tolerant mangrove species, named Avicennia marina. 

Genome sequencing is a process of determining the complete DNA sequence of an organism’s 

genome. 

Avicennia marina 

 Avicennia marina is also called Banhi in Odia. It is one of the most prominent mangroves 

species found in all mangrove formations in India. 



 
 It is a salt-secreting and extraordinarily salt-tolerant mangrove species that grows optimally 

in 75% seawater and tolerates >250% seawater. 

 It is among the rare plant species which can excrete 40% of the salt through the salt glands 

in the leaves, besides its extraordinary capacity to exclude salt entry to the roots. 

Significance of Genome Sequencing of this mangrove species 

 Agriculture productivity globally is affected due to stress factors such as limited water 

availability and salinisation of soil and water. 

 The non-availability of water is a significant challenge to crop production in dry-land areas, 

accounting for 40% of the world’s total land area. 

 Salinity is prevalent in 900 million hectares globally and is estimated to cause an annual loss 

of $27 billion. An estimated 6.73 million ha in India is affected by salinity. 

 Hence, the genomic sequencing of Avicennia marina will help researchers in developing 

drought and salinity tolerant crop varieties of the coastal region of the country. 

Mangroves 

Mangroves are a unique group of species found in marshy intertidal estuaries regions and 

survive a high degree of salinity through several adaptive mechanisms. 

Mangroves are important resources for the coastal region and are of great ecological and 

economic value. They form a link between marine and terrestrial ecosystems, protect 

shorelines and provide habitat for a diverse array of terrestrial organisms. 

 Superluminous Supernova                                                                                (Source: PIB) 

Why in News: Indian researchers have spotted a rare superluminous supernova that shines 

with the energy borrowed from an exotic type of neutron star with an ultra-powerful magnetic 

field. 

Superluminous Supernova 

 A super-luminous supernova is a type of stellar explosion with luminosity 10 or more times 

higher than that of standard supernovae. A supernova is the explosion of a star. It is the 

largest explosion that takes place in space. 

 Superluminous supernova is generally rare because they originate from very massive stars 

(minimum mass limit is more than 25 times that of the Sun) and the number distribution of 

such massive stars in our galaxy or in nearby galaxies is small. 



 
 Indian Scientists used Devasthal Optical Telescope (DOT-3.6m) along with two other Indian 

telescopes: Sampurnanand Telescope-1.04m and Himalayan Chandra Telescope-2.0m to 

observe Superluminous Supernova. 

 They discovered that the outer layers of the Supernovae had been peeled off and the core 

was shining with a borrowed energy source. 

The study of such Super luminous Supernovae can help probe the mysteries of the early 

universe. 

 Retail Direct Scheme                                                                              (Source: The Hindu)  

Why in News:  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the launch of the RBI Retail 

Direct scheme.  

RBI Retail Direct Scheme 

 RBI Retail Direct Scheme is a one-stop solution to facilitate investment in government 

securities (G-secs) by individual investors.  

 Under the scheme, retail investors (individuals) will have the facility to open and maintain 

the ‘Retail Direct Gilt Account’ (RDG Account) with the RBI.  

 A gilt Account means an account opened and maintained for holding Government 

securities.  

 This RDG account can be opened through an online portal provided for the purpose of the 

scheme.  

 The online portal will then allow the registered users access to primary issuance of G-secs 

and access to NDS-OM (Negotiated Dealing System — Order Matching (NDS-OM).  

Government Securities (G-secs) 

 A Government Security (G-Sec) is a tradable instrument issued by the Central Government 

or the State Governments. It acknowledges the Government’s debt obligation.   

 Such securities are short-term (usually called treasury bills, with original maturities of less 

than one year) or long-term (usually called Government bonds or dated securities with an 

original maturity of one year or more).   

 In India, the Central Government issues both, treasury bills and bonds or dated securities. 

While the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities which are called the State 

Development Loans (SDLs).  

NDS (Negotiated Dealing System) 



 
The Negotiated Dealing System or NDS is an electronic trading platform operated by the RBI to 

facilitate the issuing and exchange of government securities and other types of money market 

instruments. The goal was to reduce inefficiencies stemming from telephone orders and 

manual paperwork while increasing transparency for all market participants  

 Global Biodiversity Framework                                                                  (Down to Earth)  

Why in News: The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Secretariat has released the first 

official draft of a new Global Biodiversity Framework.  

Global Biodiversity Framework 

The Global Biodiversity Framework will be the global guiding force to protect nature and to 

retain its essential services for humans from 2020 to 2030.  

Goals of the Framework: The framework has four long-term goals for 2050 related to the 2050 

Vision for Biodiversity. Each 2050 goal has a number of corresponding milestones to be 

assessed in 2030:  

 Goal 1: To halt the extinction and decline of biodiversity, with the rate of extinction to 

be reduced at least tenfold. Further the risk of species extinction to be halved and with 

at least 90% of genetic diversity within all species maintained.  

 Goal 2: To enhance and retain nature’s services to humans by conserving.   

 Goal 3: To ensure fair and equitable benefits to all from the use of genetic resources.   

 Goal 4: To close the gap between available financial and other means of implementation 

and those necessary to achieve the 2050 Vision.  

2030 action targets: The framework has 21 action-oriented targets for urgent action over the 

decade to 2030. Some important targets are:  

 To ensure that all land and sea areas globally are under integrated biodiversity-inclusive 

planning.  

 To ensure that at least 20% of degraded freshwater, marine, and terrestrial ecosystems 

are under restoration.  

 To ensure that at least 30% of land areas and sea areas are effectively conserved and 

equitably managed.  

 To ensure that the harvesting, trade, and use of wild species are sustainable, legal, and 

safe for human health.  

 Financial commitment has to increase to at least $200 billion per year. This includes an 

additional $10 billion per year international financial flow to developing countries.  



 
 To ensure a 50% or greater reduction in the rate of introduction of invasive alien 

species, and controls or eradication of such species to eliminate or reduce their 

impacts.  

 Reducing nutrients lost to the environment by at least half, and pesticides by at least 

two-thirds, and eliminating the discharge of plastic waste.  

 

 Deep Ocean Mission and Blue Economy                                                   (Indian Express) 

Why in News: The Union Minister of Earth Sciences has said that in the years to come, India 

aims to target over 100 billion “Blue Economy” through its Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) and 

ocean resources.  

Deep Ocean Mission 

 Deep Ocean Mission aims to explore the deep ocean for resources. Also, for sustainable use 

of ocean resources, it aims to develop deep-sea technologies.  

 The mission will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in collaboration with the 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).  

 The mission will have far-reaching benefits for the common man. For example, it could help 

in providing clean drinking water and explore the avenues of desalination of water as well 

as extracting minerals from the ocean belt.  

Research Activities of Ministry of Earth Sciences: The Ministry of Earth Sciences carries out its 

research & development activities under five major umbrella schemes.  

 Ocean Services, Modeling, Application, Resources and Technology (O-SMART): It was 

approved by the Government of India in 2018. It aims at stepping up ocean research and 

setting up early warning weather systems.  

 The atmosphere and Climate Research:  Modeling, Observing Systems and Services 

(ACROSS): It aims to provide reliable weather and climate forecast for the betterment of 

society. It also aims at improving the skill of weather and climate forecast through 

sustained observations, intensive R&D.  

 Polar and Cryosphere Research (PACER): It aims to study various aspects relating to 

Polar and Cryosphere with special emphasis on the Antarctic, Arctic, Southern Ocean, 

and the Himalayas.   

 Seismology and Geosciences (SAGE): It deals with sustaining and strengthening 

seismological observation systems to monitor and provide information on earthquakes 

and related issues.  



 
 Research, Education, Outreach and Training (REACHOUT): It provides support to 

academic/research organizations in various sectors of Earth System Sciences including 

technology development.  

 

 Kesaria Buddha Stupa                                                                                          (The Hindu)                            

Why in News: Kesaria Buddha stupa in east Champaran district of Bihar is waterlogged 

following floods in some parts of the districts.  

Kesaria Buddha Stupa:  

 Kesariya Stupa is a Buddhist stupa in Kesariya located at a distance of 110 kilometers 

from Patna, Bihar.  

 It is regarded as the tallest and the largest Buddhist stupa in the world.  

Origin of Kesariya Stupa 

The original Kesariya stupa probably dates to the time of Ashoka (circa 250 BCE) as the remains 

of a capital of a Pillar of Ashoka were discovered there.  

The current stupa dates to the Gupta Dynasty between 200 AD and 750 AD and may have been 

associated with the 4th century ruler Raja Chakravarti.   The local people call Kesariya stupa as  

“Devala”, meaning “house of god”.  

Discovered by 

The Stupas exploration had started in the early 19th century after its discovery led by Colonel 

Mackenzie in 1814.   Later, it was excavated by General Cunningham in 1861-62 and in 1998 an 

ASI team led by archaeologist K.K. Muhammad had excavated the site properly.  

Significance 

 Two great foreign travelers, Faxian (Fahien) and Xuan Zang (Hsuan Tsang) had visited this 

place in ancient times and have left interesting and informative accounts of their travels.   

 The discovery of gold coins bearing the seal of the famous emperor Kanishka of the Kushan 

dynasty goes on to further establish the ancient heritage of Kesaria.  

 Archeological Survey of India (ASI) has declared Kesariya Stupa as a protected monument of 

national importance.  

 

 Largest Solar Park                                                                            (Source: Indian Express) 



 
Why in News: NTPC Renewable Energy Ltd (NTPC REL), a 100% subsidiary of NTPC, will set up 

the country’s single largest solar park at Rann of Kutch in Gujarat. 

Solar Park in Gujarat 

 The 4,750-megawatt (MW) Solar Park at Rann of Kutch in Gujarat will be set up by NTPC 

Renewable Energy ltd. 

 The project has been approved under Mode 8 (Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power 

Park) of Solar Park Scheme. 

 This will be India’s largest solar park to be built by the largest power producer of the 

country. 

Other Projects of NTPC 

NTPC has commissioned India’s largest Floating Solar of 10 MW on the reservoir of Simhadri 

Thermal Power Plant, Andhra Pradesh. Further, a 100 MW Floating Solar Project on the 

reservoir of Ramagundam Thermal Power Plant, Telangana is in the advanced stage of 

implementation. 

Note 

 Floating solar refers to a solar power production installation mounted on a structure 

that floats on a body of water, typically an artificial basin or a lake.  

 Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects are a series of solar power projects planned by the 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. Each power project has a minimum capacity of 

500 MW. 

Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects Scheme 

The Solar Park Scheme was launched by the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy in 2014. 

Under this scheme, it was proposed to set up at least 25 Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar 

Power Projects. It aimed at over 20,000 MW of solar power installed capacity within a span of 5 

years starting from 2014-15. 

The capacity of the Scheme has now been enhanced from 20,000 MW to 40,000 MW in 2017. 

The parks are also proposed to be set up by 2021-22. There are eight modes under which the 

scheme is being implemented. 

 Suborbital Flight                                                                                                          (Express) 

 



 
Why in News: Recently, a six person crew on Virgin Galactic’s VSS Unity spaceship undertook a 

brief trip to the “edge of space” which is known as Suborbital Flight. 

Sirisha Bandla, an astronaut born in India, was a part of the crew. She was the third woman of 

Indian origin to go to space after Kalpana Chawla and Sunita Williams. Virgin Galactic is a 

British-American spaceflight company, operating in the United States. 

Suborbital Flight/Trajectory 

 When an object travels at a horizontal speed of about 28,000 km/hr or more, it goes into 

orbit once it is above the atmosphere. 

 The satellites need to reach that threshold speed (orbital velocity) in order to orbit Earth. 

 Such a satellite would be accelerating towards the Earth due to gravity, but its horizontal 

movement is fast enough to offset the downward motion so that it moves along a circular 

path. 

 Any object travelling slower than 28,000 km/hr must eventually return to Earth. Any object 

that launches to space but does reach sufficient horizontal velocity to stay in space falls 

back to Earth. Hence they fly in a suborbital trajectory. 

 It means that while these vehicles will cross the ill-defined boundary of space, they will not 

be going fast enough to stay in 

space once they get there. 

Significance of Suborbital Flights: 

Increased Access: 

It would provide increased flight access 

for design innovation and experimental 

manipulation due to high projected 

flight rates. 

Research: 

Suborbital flights will be helpful for 

microgravity research. Microgravity is 

the condition in which people or 

objects appear to be weightless. 

Suborbital flights could also be an 

alternative to parabolic flights in 



 
airplanes that space agencies currently use to simulate zero gravity. Zero Gravity or Zero-G can 

simply be defined as the state or condition of weightlessness. 

 BHIM-UPI                                                                                                                 (The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Union Minister of Finance of India along with the Finance Minister of Bhutan 

has jointly launched BHIM–UPI in Bhutan. 

Significance of this launch 

 Bhutan is now the first country to adopt UPI standards for its QR deployment. It will also be 

the first country in our immediate neighbourhood to accept mobile-based payments 

through the BHIM App.  

 Further, Bhutan is also the second country after Singapore to have BHIM-UPI acceptance at 

merchant locations 

BHIM 

 Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) was developed by the National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) in 2016. 

 It is a payment app that lets you make simple, easy and quick transactions using Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI). 

UPI 

 Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system developed by NPCI 

facilitating inter-bank transactions. 

 The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India and works by instantly transferring 

funds between two bank accounts on a mobile platform. 

NPCI 

 NPCI is an umbrella organisation for operating retail payments and settlement systems in 

India. 

 It is an initiative of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks Association (IBA) under 

the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 for creating a robust 

Payment and Settlement Infrastructure in India. 

 

 India’s Neurological Burden                                                                        ( Down to Earth) 



 
 India State-Level Disease Burden Initiative has published in Lancet the first-ever 

comprehensive estimates of disease burden due to neurological disorders in India from 

1990 to 2019. 

 India State-Level Disease Burden Initiative is a collaborative effort between the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Public Health Foundation of India, Institute for Health 

Metrics and Evaluation, and others. 

Neurological disorders 

Neurological disorders are medically defined as disorders that affect the brain as well as the 

nerves found throughout the human body and the spinal cord. Categories: The three categories 

of neurological disorders include: 

 Non-communicable neurological disorders like Alzheimer’s disease, central nervous 

system cancer, Parkinson’s disease, etc. 

 Communicable neurological disorders like encephalitis etc. 

 Injury-related neurological disorders like traumatic brain injuries etc. 

Key Findings of the Study: 

 Around 82.8% of the total neurological disorders burden in India is due to non-

communicable disorders, 11.2% due to communicable ones, and 6% due to injury-related 

ones.  

 The contribution of non-communicable and injury-related neurological disorders to the 

total disease burden in India has more than doubled between 1990 and 2019. 

 Risk Factors: High blood pressure, air pollution, and high body-mass index were the known 

risk factors for the burden of the neurological disorder. 

 State wise: This burden is higher in less developed States. On the other hand, the burden of 

the disorders related to the injury is higher in more developed States. 

 Suggestions: The study has called for increased awareness, early identification, cost-

effective treatment, and rehabilitation among other efforts to reduce the burden of 

neurological disorders in each state. 

 

 Tiger Reserves In Rajasthan                                                                                   (Express)            

Why in News: The Rajasthan government will develop a tiger corridor connecting the newly 

proposed ‘Ramgarh Tiger Reserve’, Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, and Mukundra Hills Tiger 

Reserve. 



 
Proposed Tiger Corridor 

 The Proposed Tiger Corridor will be developed by relocating eight villages. 

 The corridor is being developed to deal with the issue of overpopulation of tigers, which 

Ranthambore tiger reserve is facing currently. 

 Ranthambore Tiger Reserve has a population of around 65 tigers currently. On the other 

hand, Mukundra reserve is left with just one Tiger. Thus, this tiger corridor is proposed to 

balance the population distribution. 

Tiger Corridor 

A tiger corridor is a stretch of land which links 2 or more tiger habitats, allowing the movement 

of tigers, prey, and other wildlife. Without corridors, tiger habitat can become fragmented, and 

tiger populations isolated. 

Note: Ramgarh Vishdhari wildlife sanctuary has recently received a nod from the National 

Tiger Conservation Authority’s (NTCA) technical committee to become the 4th Tiger reserve 

of Rajasthan. 

Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (TR) 

Mukundra Tiger Reserve (TR) is located near Kota, Rajasthan. The Mukundra Hills was declared 

a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1955 and a National Park (Mukundra Hills (Darrah) National Park) in 

2004. 

 The reserve is located on the eastern bank of the Chambal River and is drained by its 

tributaries. 

 The park is situated in a valley formed by two parallel mountains viz. Mukundra and 

Gargola. 

 The Tiger Reserve constitutes 3 Wildlife Sanctuaries viz; Darrah, Jawahar Sagar, and 

Chambal. 

Ranthambore Tiger Reserve: 

Ranthambore National Park and Tiger Reserve is located in Rajasthan. It is located at the 

junction of the Aravali and Vindhya hill ranges. 

 The park is bounded to the north by the Banas River and to the south by the Chambal 

River. 

 The park is named after the historic Ranthambore Fort, which lies within the park. 



 
 Two protected areas namely Kailadevi Wildlife Sanctuary and Sawai Mansingh Wildlife 

Sanctuary are linked by narrow corridors to the core of Ranthambore NP and all these 

together comprise the Tiger Reserve. 

 

 National Ayush Mission                                                                                    (Source: PIB) 

The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of the National Ayush Mission as a ‘Centrally-

sponsored scheme for another five years till 2026. 

National Ayush Mission 

National AYUSH Mission is a ‘Centrally-sponsored scheme’ launched by the Government of 

India in 2014. The mission is being implemented by the Ministry of AYUSH. 

Objectives of the Mission 

 To provide cost-effective AYUSH Services with universal access through upgrading AYUSH 

Hospitals and by co-location of AYUSH facilities at Primary Health Centers (PHCs) and 

District Hospitals(DHs). 

 To establish a holistic wellness model based on AYUSH principles and practices, for 

empowering masses for ‘self-care. 

 Furthermore, to strengthen institutional capacity at the state level through upgrading 

AYUSH educational institutions. 

 Support cultivation of medicinal plants by adopting Good Agricultural Practices(GAPs) to 

provide a sustained supply of quality raw materials. 

 Support setting up of clusters through the convergence of cultivation, warehousing, value 

addition, and marketing and development of infrastructure for entrepreneurs. 

Expected Outcomes of the Mission: 

 Better access to AYUSH healthcare services through increased healthcare facilities. 

 Improvement in AYUSH education through a well-equipped, enhanced number of 

AYUSH Educational institutions, 

 To focus on reducing communicable/non-communicable diseases through targeted 

public health programs using AYUSH systems of Healthcare. 

 

 FASTER                                                                                                                    (The Hindu) 

Why in News: The Chief Justice of India (CJI) announced the rollout of a new scheme called 

FASTER. It will ensure the timely release of prisoners from jail and uphold their dignity. 



 
The Chief Justice of India announced the rollout of a new scheme called FASTER to cut delay in 

the release of convicts after the grant of bail in a case. 

FASTER 

 It stands for ‘Fast and Secure Transmission of Electronic Records’.  

 It would enable the Supreme Court (SC) to instantly, directly, securely, and electronically 

transmit bail and other orders to jail authorities, district courts, and High Courts. 

Need for the FASTER scheme 

 People given bail have to wait for days before prison authorities release them. Recently, 13 

prisoners in Agra Jail were granted bail by the Supreme Court on July 8 but were released by 

the prison authorities after a delay of four days. 

 Similarly, Pinjra Tod activists walked out of Tihar Jail nearly two days after the Delhi High 

Court granted them bail. The prison authorities insist on receiving the “authentic” hard 

copy of the bail order, regardless of the fact that personal liberty and dignity are 

jeopardized due to delays. 

Way Ahead 

The Bench asked State governments to file their reports about the Internet connectivity in their 

jails to prevent technical glitches in the future.  The Secretary-General of the Supreme Court 

was directed to submit a comprehensive report formulating the scheme within two weeks. 

 Kisan Sarathi                                                                                                                    ( PIB ) 

Why in News: The Union Agriculture Minister along with the Union Minister for Electronics and 

Information Technology has launched Kisan Sarathi App. 

The app was launched on the occasion of 93rd Foundation Day of the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

Kisan Sarathi App 

 Kisan Sarathi is a digital platform launched in order to facilitate farmers to get ‘right 

information at right time’ in their desired language. The app will facilitate officials to 

monitor daily activities like farmer registration, live calls, messages, advisories given and 

pending. 

 Moreover, the app is also supposed to let farmers interact with personalised advisors 

directly from the scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs). 



 
ICAR 

 ICAR is an autonomous organisation under the Department of Agricultural Research and 

Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

 Mandate: The Council is the apex body for coordinating, guiding and managing research and 

education in agriculture including horticulture, fisheries and animal sciences in the entire 

country. 

 President: Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president. 

 

 Re- Wilding                                                                                                                 (Express) 

Why in News: The Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) is trying to reintroduce an abandoned nine-

month-old cub into the wild, after rearing it in ‘captivity’ for two years. This issue has once 

again brought the controversial concept of ‘re-wilding’ of abandoned or injured animals under 

the lens. 

 ‘Re-wilding’ 

The Standard Operating Guidelines laid down by the National Tiger Conservation Authority 

(NTCA) under Section 38(O) of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 provide three ways to deal with 

orphaned or abandoned tiger cubs: 

 The first is to make an effort to reunite the abandoned cubs with their mother. 

 Second, if a reunion of the cub with its mother is not possible, then shift the cub to a 

suitable zoo. 

 Third, reintroduction of the cub into the wild after a certain time when it appears that 

the cub is capable of surviving in the wild independently. This is what is known as ‘Re-

wilding’. 

Challenges with re-wilding 

The process of re-wilding of a wild animal after rearing it in captivity is very complicated and 

fraught with risks. For example, there have been cases of captivity-reared animals, especially 

carnivores, attacking human beings after being introduced in the wild. 

Huge funds are needed for constructing large, well-fenced enclosures, for the equipment 

required for technical surveillance of the animal. The authorities have to keep tabs on the 

overall movement of a released animal till the end, which needs a lot of resources and 

manpower. 


