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1.1 NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (NHRC) 

Topic: Functions and Responsibilities of Various Constitutional/ Statutory Bodies 

Why in News: After having retired from the Supreme Court, 9 months ago in September 2020, 

Justice Arun Mishra took charge as the chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC) 

Background 

 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948. 

 It is a milestone declaration in the history of human rights which sets out, for the first time, 

fundamental human rights to be universally protected. 

 Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December, which is the anniversary of the 

UDHR. In 2018, Human Rights Day marked the 70th anniversary the declaration. 

 In due time the growing importance of strengthening national human rights institutions has 

been recognized and in 1991, a UN meeting in Paris has developed a detailed set of 

principles i.e. Paris Principles. These principles became the foundation for the establishment 

and operation of national human rights institutions. 

 In pursuant to these principles, India has enacted the Protection of Human Rights Act, 

1993, with a view to bring about greater accountability and strengthening of the human 

rights in the country. 

 This act also authorized State Governments to establish State Human Right Commission. 

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

Human Rights 

 As per UN definition these rights are inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, 

nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. 

 Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, 

freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These 

are entitled to everyone, without any discrimination. 

NHRC 
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 NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per 

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 

 NHRC has celebrated its Silver Jubilee (25 years) on October 12, 2018. It’s headquarter is 

located in New Delhi. 

 It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, 

equality and dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the 

international covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

 It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations on 20 December, 1993. 

Objectives 

 To strengthen the institutional arrangements through which human rights issues could be 

addressed in their entirety in a more focused manner. 

 To look into allegations of excesses, independently of the government, in a manner that 

would underline the government’s commitment to protect human rights. 

Structure of the Commission 

The commission is a multi-member body consisting of a chairperson. The chairperson should 

be a retired Chief Justice of India or a judge of the Supreme Court. The chairperson and 

members are appointed by the President on the recommendations of a six-member 

committee consisting of: 

 Prime Minister (head) 

 Speaker of Lok Sabha 

 Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha 

 Leaders of the Opposition in Both Houses of Parliament 

 Union Home Minister 

 The Chairperson and the members of the NHRC are appointed for 5 years or till the age of 

70 years, whichever is earlier. 

 They can be removed only on the charges of proved misbehavior or incapacity, if proved by 

an inquiry conducted by a Supreme Court Judge. 

 Commission also has five Specialized Divisions i.e. Law Division, Investigation Division, Policy 

Research & Program Division, Training Division and Administration Division. 

 The chairman and the members of State Commission are appointed by the Governor in 

consultation with the Chief Minister, Home Minister, Speaker of Legislative Assembly and 

Leader of the Opposition in the State Legislative Assembly. 
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Functions and Powers of NHRC 

 NHRC investigates grievances regarding the violation of human rights either suo moto or 

after receiving a petition. 

 It has the power to interfere in any judicial proceedings involving any allegation of violation 

of human rights. 

 It can visit any jail or any other institution under the control of the State Government to see 

the living conditions of the inmates and to make recommendations thereon. 

 It can review the safeguards provided under the constitution or any law for the protection 

of the human rights and can recommend appropriate remedial measures. 

 NHRC undertakes and promotes research in the field of human rights. NHRC works to 

spread human rights literacy among various sections of society and promotes awareness of 

the safeguards available for the protection of these rights through publications, media, 

seminars and other means. 

 The Commission takes an independent stand while providing opinions for the protection of 

human rights within the parlance of the Constitution or in law for the time being enforced. 

 It has the powers of a civil court and can grant interim relief. It also has the authority to 

recommend payment of compensation or damages. 

 NHRC credibility is duly reflected in large number of complaints received every year and the 

trust reposed in it by the citizens. 

 It can recommend to both the central and state governments to take suitable steps to 

prevent the violation of Human Rights. It submits its annual report to the President of India 

who causes it to be laid before each House of Parliament. 

Limitations/Toothless Tiger 

 Functions 

 The NHRC is a recommendatory body and does not have powers to prosecute a human 

rights violation on its own or see that its recommendations are carried out. It can only make 

recommendations for corrective actions and punishments to the executive and judiciary 

respectively. 

 The NHRC is limited by its ability to investigate human rights violations that have occurred 

up to a year before and not earlier. A genuine grievance that exists in the earlier time period 

is thus ignored. This is quite an obstacle in seeking justice in a country as big and diverse 

both in areal as well as population terms. 

 The NHRC cannot directly investigate alleged human rights violations by the armed forces 

but can only seek a report from the Government on the matter. 
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 Functionaries 

 Vacancies in the NHRC and Chairperson of various Commissions that have representations 

on the NHRC are often not filled for long duration. 

 The PHRA also does not require that the judicial members appointed have a proven track 

record in human rights. 

 The Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) has observed the lack of 

women appointed to the NHRC due to the restrictive pool of candidates from the higher 

judiciary, limiting its ability to tackle gender sensitive issues in an effective manner. 

Moreover, the vacancies to the NHRC are not suitably advertised. 

 The GANHRI has also noted the involvement of political representatives in the NHRC 

(Chairperson of National Commission of SCs is also a Member of Parliament). This reduces 

independence of the NHRC. 

 The appointments to the NHRC are often those of retired bureaucrats, even Chairpersons to 

National Commissions for SCs/STs/Women and Minorities are often members who have 

served in the civil service. This has led to the NHRC being regarded as an extension of the 

Government and not an autonomous agency. 

 The NHRC relies on staff that is on deputation from other Government departments. This 

staff often lacks sensitivity and expertise in human rights issues leading to poorly 

investigated cases. 

 

 Funds 

 Paucity of funds has led to limited expenditure on spreading human rights literacy and 

awareness. 

 The lack of funds has also led to poor infrastructural support for investigative purposes. 

Important Update 

In 2019, the Parliament had amended the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 to revise the 

eligibility criteria for the post of chairperson of NHRC and State Human Rights Commissions. 

The amended law allows a judge of the Supreme Court to be considered for the position. 

Earlier, only a retired Chief Justice of India could be appointed as a chairperson of NHRC. 

The Human Rights Council 

 The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body created by the United Nations 

General Assembly resolution on 15 March 2006. 

 It has replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 
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 It is responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the 

globe and for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations 

on them. 

 It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require its 

attention throughout the year. It meets at the UN Office at Geneva. The Council is made up 

of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UN General Assembly. 

 

1.2 SEDITION LAW 

Why in News: Recently, the Supreme Court quashed the sedition case registered against 

journalist Vinod Dua; saying journalists are entitled to protection under the Kedar Nath Singh 

judgment (1962). 

Background  

 Sedition laws were enacted in 17th century England when lawmakers believed that only 

good opinions of the government should survive, as bad opinions were detrimental to the 

government and monarchy. 

 The law was originally drafted in 1837 by Thomas Macaulay, the British historian-

politician, but was inexplicably omitted when the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted in 

1860. 

 Section 124A was inserted in 1870 by an amendment introduced by Sir James 

Stephen when it felt the need for a specific section to deal with the offence. 

 It was one of the many draconian laws enacted to stifle any voices of dissent at that time. 

Sedition Law in India 

Sedition is a crime under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

Section 124A IPC 

 It defines sedition as an offence committed when "any person by words, either spoken or 

written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring 

into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the 

government established by law in India". 

 Disaffection includes disloyalty and all feelings of enmity. However, comments without 

exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection, will not constitute an 

offence under this section. 

Punishment for the Offence of Sedition 
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 Sedition is a non-bailable offence. Punishment under the Section 124A ranges 

from imprisonment up to three years to a life term, to which fine may be added. 

 A person charged under this law is barred from a government job. 

 They have to live without their passport and must produce themselves in the court at all 

times as and when required. 

The Case of Kedar Nath Singh v State of Bihar (1962) 

Background 

 In 1953, Kedar Nath Singh, a member of the Forward Communist Party from Bihar, got into 

trouble after his fiery speech alleged the ruling Congress of several charges. 

 This led to his conviction and imprisonment by a first-class magistrate on sedition charges, 

and an appeal to the Patna High Court was struck down. 

 Then 1962, an appeal came before the Supreme Court, in which the constitutional 

validity of Section 124A had been questioned, as it stifled the right to free speech 

under Article 19 of the Constitution. 

 The two previous judgments (1942 and 1947), expressed contradictory views on whether 

the incitement to violence or a tendency to disturb public order was a necessary ingredient 

of the offence under Section 124A. 

 Therefore, the top court had to lay down the law in the face of two directly conflicting 

interpretations of Section 124A by British era courts.  

The landmark ruling in the Kedar Nath Singh case 

 Upholding the law with some restrictions: A Constitution Bench of the top court upheld the 

validity of section 124A (sedition) of the IPC, but also attempted to restrict the colonial-era 

law’s scope for misuse. 

 Demarcated acts that amounted to sedition: Any act that had the effect of subverting the 

Government by violent means or creating public disorder would come within the definition 

of sedition. 

 Acts within the meaning of section 124A: It includes acts that bring Government into 

contempt or hatred or creating disaffection against it, would be within the penal statute 

because it would have tendency to cause public disorder by the use of actual violence or 

incitement to violence. 

 It upheld the constitutionality of sedition, but limited its application to “acts involving 

intention or tendency to create disorder, or disturbance of law and order, or incitement to 

violence”. 
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 It distinguished these from “very strong speech” or the use of “vigorous words” strongly 

critical of the government. 

Arguments in Support of Section 124A 

 Section 124A of the IPC has its utility in combating anti-national, secessionist and terrorist 

elements. 

 It protects the elected government from attempts to overthrow the government with 

violence and illegal means. The continued existence of the government established by law is 

an essential condition of the stability of the State. 

 If contempt of court invites penal action, contempt of government should also attract 

punishment. 

 Many districts in different states face a maoist insurgency and rebel groups virtually run a 

parallel administration. These groups openly advocate the overthrow of the state 

government by revolution. 

 Against this backdrop, the abolition of Section 124A would be ill-advised merely because it 

has been wrongly invoked in some highly publicized cases. 

Arguments against Section 124A 

 Section 124A is a relic of colonial legacy and unsuited in a democracy. It is a constraint on 

the legitimate exercise of constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech and expression. 

 Dissent and criticism of the government are essential ingredients of robust public debate in 

a vibrant democracy. They should not be constructed as sedition. 

 Right to question, criticize and change rulers is very fundamental to the idea of democracy. 

The British, who introduced sedition to oppress Indians, have themselves abolished the law 

in their country. There is no reason why India should not abolish this section. 

 The terms used under Section 124A like 'disaffection' are vague and subject to different 

interpretations to the whims and fancies of the investigating officers. 

 IPC and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 2019 have provisions that penalize "disrupting 

the public order" or "overthrowing the government with violence and illegal means". These 

are sufficient for protecting national integrity. There is no need for Section 124A. 

 The sedition law is being misused as a tool to persecute political dissent. A wide and 

concentrated executive discretion is inbuilt into it which permits the blatant abuse. 

 In 1979, India ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), which sets forth internationally recognized standards for the protection of freedom 

of expression. However, misuse of sedition and arbitrary slapping of charges are 

inconsistent with India's international commitments. 
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News Update 

The complainant had alleged that the journalist had accused the Prime Minister of India of 

using deaths and terror attacks to get votes. The journalist was charged under sections 124A of 

the IPC (sedition), among other charges. 

The Supreme Court’s observations 

The relief to the journalist is given by the apex court, saying that section 124A of the IPC, needs 

interpretation with regard to freedom of the press. 

The apex court held that the journalist’s remarks constituted genuine criticism of the 

government and could not be labeled seditious. The court clarified that every Journalist will be 

entitled to protection in terms of principles set out in the Kedar Nath Singh judgment. 

Way Forward 

India is the largest democracy of the world and the right to free speech and expression is an 

essential ingredient of democracy. The expression or thought that is not in consonance with the 

policy of the government of the day should not be considered as sedition. 

Section 124A should not be misused as a tool to curb free speech. The SC caveat, given in Kedar 

Nath case, on prosecution under the law can check its misuse. It needs to be examined under 

the changed facts and circumstances and also on the anvil of ever-evolving tests of necessity, 

proportionality and arbitrariness. 

The higher judiciary should use its supervisory powers to sensitize the magistracy and police to 

the constitutional provisions protecting free speech. The definition of sedition should be 

narrowed down, to include only the issues pertaining to the territorial integrity of India as well 

as the sovereignty of the country.  

1.3 AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT COUNCIL  

Why in News: Recently, the Rengma Nagas in Assam have written to the Union Home Minister, 

demanding an autonomous district council under the sixth schedule of constitution. 

The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution 

 According to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution, the Sixth Schedule consists of 

provisions for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram. 
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 Passed by the 

Constituent Assembly 

in 1949, it seeks to 

safeguard the rights of 

tribal population 

through the formation 

of Autonomous 

District Councils 

(ADC). 

The Autonomous District 

Councils (ADC) 

Under the Sixth Schedule, 

ADCs are bodies representing a district to which the Constitution has given varying degrees of 

autonomy within the state legislature. These councils can frame laws on land, public health, 

agriculture and others. 

As of now, 10 autonomous councils exist in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

 Along with ADCs, the Sixth Schedule also provides for separate Regional Councils for each 

area constituted as an autonomous region. 

 Each autonomous district and regional council consists of not more than 30 members (of 

which four are nominated by the governor and the rest via elections). However, the 

Bodoland Territorial Council is an exception (46 members out of which 40 are elected). 

 All of them remain in power for a term of five years. The Governors of these states are 

empowered to reorganize boundaries of the tribal areas. 

 In simpler terms, they can choose to include or exclude any area, increase or decrease the 

boundaries and unite two or more autonomous districts into one. They can also alter or 

change the names of autonomous regions without a separate legislation. 

The civil and judicial powers of ADCs 

 The councils are empowered to make legislative laws on matters like land, forests, fisheries, 

social security, entertainment, public health, etc. with due approval from the governor. 

 The ADCs can constitute village courts within their jurisdiction to hear trials of cases 

involving the tribes. 

 Governors of states that fall under the Sixth Schedule specifies the jurisdiction of high 

courts for each of these cases. 
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The roles of the central and state governments: They are restricted from the territorial 

jurisdiction of these autonomous regions. Acts passed by Parliament and state legislatures may 

or may not be applied in these regions unless the President and the governor gives her or his 

approval, with or without modifications in the laws for the autonomous regions. 

Autonomous councils with varying degrees of autonomy in Assam 

The Autonomous Councils are given varying degrees of autonomy within the State Legislature. 

In Assam there are 3 Autonomous Councils (specified tribal areas - the North Cachar Hills, Karbi 

Anglong and the Bodoland Territorial Area) under Sixth-Schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

The 3 Autonomous Councils are 

 Dima Hasao Autonomous District Council 

 Karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council 

 Bodoland Territorial Council 

The Bodoland Territorial Council has more powers compared to the other two Autonomous 

District Councils in Assam. 

Background 

Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) 

 KAAC is an autonomous district council in the state of Assam for the development and 

protection of tribals living in areas namely Karbi Anglong and West Karbi Anglong district. 

 It is constituted under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India and administratively 

functions under the Government of Assam. It has 26 seats and elections are due in 2022. 

 Recently, the Central government and 

the government of Assam agreed to 

upgrade the Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council (KAAC) into a Territorial Council. 

It will provide more autonomy and 

financial grants to KAAC. 

The Regma Naga 

Rengma is a Naga tribe found in Nagaland 

and Assam states of India.  
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 According to the 2011 Population Census of India, Rengma population stands at 62,951. 

 According to the Rengma Naga People’s Council (RNPC - a registered body), during 

the Burmese invasions of Assam in 1816 and 1819, it was the Rengmas who gave shelter to 

the Ahom refugees. The council said that the Rengmas were the first tribal people in Assam 

to have encountered the British in 1839. 

 According to the RNPC, the Rengma Hills and Mikir Hills were two separate entities until 

1951. The existing Rengma Hills was eliminated from the political map of the State and 

replaced with that of Mikir Hills (now Karbi Anglong) in 1951. The Rengma Hills was 

partitioned in 1963 between Assam and Nagaland at the time of creation of Nagaland State. 

 More than 3,000 Rengma Nagas were forced to relocate to relief camps in 2013 after a 

series of attacks following a call given by a Karbi insurgent group. 

News Update 

In the backdrop of the proposed upgrade the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) into a 

Territorial Council, the Rengma Nagas in Assam have written to the Union Home Minister, 

demanding an autonomous district council under the sixth schedule of constitution. They said 

that Karbis have no history in the Rengma Hills and people who are presently living in Rengma 

Hills are from Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. 

  1.4 ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICT PROGRAM 

Why in News: An appraisal undertaken by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) of 

the Union government’s ‘Aspirational Districts plan’ has found it to be immensely successful to 

set in motion development and growth in the last three years than any time in the past. 

Aspirational district 

Aspirational Districts are those districts in India, that are affected by poor socio-economic 

indicators. These are aspirational in the context, that improvement in these districts can lead to 

the overall improvement in human development in India. 

Transformation of Aspirational District” Program (ADP) 

The Government of India identified 112 most backward districts of India and launched the 

“Transformation of Aspirational Districts” Program in January 2018. 

Objective: To raise the living standards and life chances of its citizens and ensuring inclusive 

growth for all. 

Nodal agency: NITI Aayog 
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 The ADP is NITI Aayog’s flagship initiative to improve health, nutrition, education, and 

economic outcomes. 

 The ADP’s theory of change rests on three pillars: Competition, Convergence, 

and Collaboration. 

 Competition fosters accountability on district governments for final outcomes (instead 

of inputs) using high-quality data. 

 Convergence creatively brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the 

government. 

 Collaboration enables impactful partnerships between government, philanthropy and 

civil society. 

Parameters for the Rankings: The program is based on 49 key performance indicators across 5 

themes as shown in the table  
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 The ranking of districts is dynamic and would reflect the incremental (delta) improvement 

made on monthly basis. 

 The rankings are displayed on the “Champions of Change (COC)” dashboard designed 

specifically for the purpose of tracking and measuring progress of these districts. 

News Update 

 The appraisal report, by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), is aimed to 

assess the effectiveness of the Aspirational Districts Program (ADP) and generate evidence-

based documentation which can be used to support NITI Aayog and other stakeholders in 

their efforts to address existing gaps, evidence-based planning and decision making. 

 The report has lauded the program and mentioned how it has resulted in sectoral growth 

and improvements in governance and administration. 

 The report analysed the progress of ADP and made recommendations for improvement. 

Major findings of the report 

A key feature that sets the ADP apart from other development program is the framework it 

provides to the districts through the categorical focus on sectors and a pre-determined set of 

indicators to be achieved. 
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 Appointment of Prabhari officers for districts and regular support from NITI Aayog are 

beneficial elements that previous programs and non-Aspirational Districts lack. 

 It was found that the level of political support has increased for the districts as states also 

face the pressure of displaying better results and do not want their districts to be ranked 

low. 

 Overall, the ADP is a very successful model of Local Area Development. It is aligned to the 

principle of “leave no one behind” – the vital core of UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 

(SGDs). 

 The ADP’s focus on constant real-time monitoring and data driven decision-making has 

been a chief contributor to better governance. 

Key Recommendations 

 As the program has completed 3 years, it may be advisable to introduce re-training and 

learning programs on best practices among the districts to regain momentum and work 

towards achieving the remaining targets. 

 One of the disadvantages of the Aspirational Districts has been the disparities among 

districts which does not facilitate fair competition and comparisons. 

 In order to counter these issues, districts could be further grouped together based on their 

common characteristics and be supported accordingly. 

 A simplified ranking index with few but carefully chosen output and outcome measures — 

will more clearly signal national development targets, while providing autonomy to local 

governments. Also, it would be advisable to include additional sectors or themes cantered 

around key topics of Environment and Gender. 

 

1.5 CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (AMENDMENT) RULES, 2021 

Why in News: The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B), Government of India has 

amended the Cable Television Network Rules, 1994, that regulates Cable TV networks in India. 

 The Cable Television Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2021, will provide for a “statutory” 

mechanism for complaints raised by citizens regarding any content broadcast in 

accordance with the provisions of the Cable Television Network Act, 1995. 

 The object of the Cable Television Network Act, 1995, was to regulate the haphazard 

mushrooming of cable television networks. 

 It provides for the regulation of cable television networks, regulation of cable operators, 

regulation of content and penalties for offences. 
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The notification issues Cable Television Networks (Amendment) Rules, 2021: 

It provides for a three-level grievance redressal mechanism: self-regulation 

by broadcasters, self-regulation by the self-regulating bodies of the broadcasters, and 

oversight by an Inter-Departmental Committee at the level of the Union government. 

Statutory mechanism for complaints 

 A viewer can file a complaint directly to the broadcaster, who will have to respond within 15 

days.  

 If the complainant is not satisfied with the response, the complaint can be escalated to the 

self-regulating bodies set up by TV channels, which should deal with the case in 60 days. 

Again, if the complainant is not satisfied, the complainant, within 15 days of such decision, 

can appeal to the Central Government. 

Inter-Departmental Committee: Such appeals will be dealt with by the Inter-Departmental 

Committee set up under the Oversight Mechanism of the Central Government. This third tier is 

not only kept aside to hear the appeals, it can take up complaints that come directly to the 

Centre. 

The committee will be headed by the Additional Secretary in the Ministry of I&B and 

have members from the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of 

Defence and representatives including experts, as the Centre may decide. 

After examining the complaints: The Inter-Departmental Committee, after examining the 

complaints, can recommend the Centre to advise, issue a warning, censure, admonish or 

reprimand a broadcaster or seek an apology. 

It can also ask the broadcaster to include a warning card or a disclaimer or to delete or modify 

content or take the channel or a program off-air for a specified time period, where it is satisfied 

that such action is warranted. 

Significance of new amendments 

 The amended rules will pave the way for a strong institutional system for redressing 

grievances. 

 It will place accountability and responsibility on the broadcasters and their self-regulating 

bodies. 
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 This will bring the television’s self-regulatory mechanism at par with that being set-up for 

OTT players and digital news publishers, as envisaged in the Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 

 

1.6 ELECTION PETITION 

Why in News: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has filed an election petition in the 

Calcutta High Court challenging the Legislative Assembly election result of Nandigram 

constituency, where she had contested and lost. 

Election petition 

 The Election Commission’s role ends with the declaration of election results, i.e. once the 

Returning Officer has signed the final result sheet. A Returning Officer is responsible for 

overseeing the election in a constituency. 

 After that, an election petition is the only legal remedy available to a voter or a 

candidate who believes there has been malpractice in an election. Such a person can 

challenge the result through an election petition submitted to the High Court of the state in 

which the constituency is located.  

 The petition has to be filed within 45 days from the date of the poll results. 

On what grounds can an election petition be filed? 

Under Section 100 of the Representative of the People Act of 1951, an election petition can be 

filed on the grounds that: 

 On the day of the election, the winning candidate was not qualified to contest. 

 The winning candidate or anyone associated with him has engaged in a corrupt practice. 

 Improper acceptance of the nomination of the winning candidate or improper rejection 

of a nomination. 

 Malpractice in the counting process. 

 Non-compliance with the provisions of the Constitution or the Representation of the 

People Act. 

What happens if the High Court finds that a contention of malpractice is correct? 

 It depends on the relief that is claimed by the petitioner in her election petition. 

 Under Section 84 of the Representative of the People Act of 1951, the petitioner may ask 

that the results of all or the winning candidates may be declared void. 
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 In addition to that, the petitioner may also ask the court to declare her (in case the petition 

is filed by a candidate) or any other candidate as the winner or duly elected. 

 So the verdict on an election petition, if found in favour of the petitioner, may result in a 

fresh election or the court announcing a new winner. 

 

 There are many examples, the most famous being the Allahabad High Court verdict of 1975 

which set aside Indira Gandhi’s election from Rae Bareli constituency, on grounds of corrupt 

practice. 

 The High Court found that Indira Gandhi’s election agent received state government’s help 

in the arrangements for her election tour on February 1 and February 25, 1971. This 

amounted to a corrupt practice under Section 123 (7) of the Representation of the People 

Act, 1951. 

Representation of the People Act, 1951 

Constitution allows the Parliament to make provisions in all matters relating to elections to the 

Parliament and State Legislatures. In accordance, the Parliament has enacted the following 

laws: 

 Representation of the People Act 1950 

 Representation of the People Act 1951 and 

 Delimitation Commission Act of 1952 

 Representation of the People Act 1951 deals with the qualifications and disqualifications of 

people’s representatives. 

 Part VI (Section 79 to Section 122) of the RPA Act 1951 deals with the “Disputes regarding 

Elections”. 

 Under Section 80A of the Act, the High Court of the concerned state has the original 

jurisdiction to entertain such an election petition. 

 Under Section 116A of the Act, the petitioner can go to the Supreme Court to challenge the 

judgment of the High Court. The petitioner has to file a petition in the Supreme 

Court, within 30 days from the date of the judgment of the High Court. 

News Update 

In the election petition filed in the Calcutta High Court, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee has sought that Suvendhu Adhikari’s election be declared void on grounds of corrupt 

practice and discrepancies in the counting procedure conducted by the Returning Officer. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Paper II (GS): All the Articles of this section are relevant to the following topics: 

 

 India and its Neighbourhood – Relations 

 Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving India and 

/ or affecting India’s Interests 

 Prelims Oriented Questions and Places in News for Maps/ Matching  
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    2.1 ORGANISATION FOR PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

Why in News: Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), in its report to 

the UN Security Council, has informed that its experts have investigated 77 allegations against 

Syria, and concluded that in 17 cases chemical weapons were likely or definitely used. 

Chemical Weapon 

A Chemical Weapon is a chemical used to cause intentional death or harm through its toxic 

properties. Munitions, devices and other equipment specifically designed to weaponize toxic 

chemicals also fall under the definition of chemical weapons. 

Examples: mustard gas, sarin, chlorine, hydrogen cyanide and tear gas. 

Chemical Weapons Convention 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an arms control treaty established in 1997. 

 Objective: To prohibit the large-scale use, development, production, stockpiling and 

transfer of chemical weapons and their precursors. 

 The main obligation of 

member states under the 

convention is to effect this 

prohibition, as well as the 

destruction of all current 

chemical weapons. 

 All destruction activities must 

take place under OPCW 

verification. 

 As of February 2021, 39% of 

the world's declared chemical 

weapons stockpiles had been 

destroyed. 

Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW) 

 OPCW is an 



 

23 | P a g e  
 

intergovernmental organization and the implementing body for the Chemical Weapons 

Convention. 

 Conference of the State Parties (CSP) is the principal body of the OPCW in which all member 

states participate with equal voting rights. 

 Objective: To oversee the global endeavor for the permanent and verifiable elimination of 

chemical weapons. 

 Verification consists both of evaluation of declarations by member states and onsite 

inspections. 

 The organisation was awarded the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize "for its extensive efforts to 

eliminate chemical weapons". 

 Headquarters: Hague, Netherlands 

Powers of OPCW 

 The OPCW has the power to send inspectors to any signatory country to search for evidence 

of production of banned chemicals. 

 It also can send experts to help countries to investigate crime scenes where chemical agents 

may have been used. 

 It has the powers to report on whether chemical weapons were used in an attack it has 

investigated. 

Relations with United Nations 

OPCW is not a specialised agency of the United Nations. 

By the 2001 Relationship Agreement between the OPCW and the UN, the OPCW reports on its 

inspections and other activities to the UN Security Council through the office of the Secretary 

General. 

News Update 

 The head of the OPCW told the UN Security Council that it is a “disturbing reality” that eight 

years after Syria joined the Chemical Weapons Convention, many questions remain about 

its initial declaration of its weapons, stockpiles and precursors and its ongoing program. 

 Syria was made to join the Convention in 2013 by its close ally Russia after a deadly 

chemical weapons attack that the Western countries blamed on the Syrian government. 

 By August 2014, President Bashar Assad’s government declared that the destruction of its 

chemical weapons was completed. But Syria’s initial declaration to the OPCW has remained 

in dispute. 
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 In April 2020, OPCW 

investigators blamed three 

chemical attacks in 2017 on the 

Syrian government. 

When the Syrian government denied 

to provide details about the same, 

the OPCW, in April 2021, suspended 

Syria’s rights until all outstanding 

issues are resolved. 

Russia has sharply criticised the 

OPCW and its investigators, accusing 

them of factual and technical errors 

and acting under pressure from 

Western nations. 

 

2.2 GLOBAL MINIMUM TAX 

Why in News: Recently, the Finance ministers from G7 nations pledged to commit to a global 

minimum corporate tax of at least 15 percent, targeting multinationals -especially tech giants, 

to pay more into government coffers, which have been severely hit during the pandemic. 

Global Minimum Corporate Tax 

Background 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has been coordinating 

tax negotiations among 140 countries for years on rules for taxing cross-border digital services 

and curbing tax base erosion, including a global corporate minimum tax. 

Earlier, the governments broadly agreed on the basic design of the minimum tax but not the 

rate. 

 G7 would back a minimum global corporation tax rate of at least 15%, and put in place 

measures to ensure taxes were paid in the countries where businesses operate. 

 Corporation tax is a direct tax imposed on the net income or profit that enterprises make 

from their businesses. 



 

25 | P a g e  
 

Applicability 

 It would apply to companies’ overseas profits. Therefore, if countries agree on a global 

minimum, governments could still set whatever local corporate tax rate they want. 

 But if companies pay lower rates in a particular country, their home governments 

could “top-up” their taxes to the agreed minimum rate, eliminating the advantage of 

shifting profits to a tax haven. 

 A tax haven is generally an offshore country that offers foreign individuals and businesses 

little or no tax liability in a politically and economically static environment. 

Need of GMCTR 

Reduce Tax Loss 

 Increasingly, income from intangible sources such as drug patents, software and royalties 

on intellectual property has migrated to low tax jurisdictions, allowing companies to avoid 

paying higher taxes in their traditional home countries (tax base erosion of the higher-tax 

jurisdictions). 

 These companies typically rely on complex webs of subsidiaries to hoover profits out of 

major markets into low-tax countries such as Ireland or Caribbean nations such as 

the British Virgin Islands or the Bahamas, or to Central American nations such as Panama. 

 India’s annual tax loss due to corporate tax abuse is estimated at over USD 10 billion. 

To Bring Uniformity 

GMCTR will end a decades-long race to the bottom in which countries have competed to attract 

corporate giants with ultra-low tax rates and exemptions. And it will bring uniformity in 

corporate taxation worldwide. 

How will it work? 

 The global minimum tax rate would apply to overseas profits and the governments could 

still set whatever local corporate tax rate they want. 

 But, if companies pay lower rates in a particular country, their home governments could 

“top-up” their taxes to the minimum rate, eliminating the advantage of shifting profits. 

 The US had called fora unified minimum corporate tax rate of 15 percent in negotiations 

with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and G20 and 

momentum has grown behind the US-led plans. 
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Challenges 

 Getting all major nations on the same page, as it impinges on the right of the sovereign to 

decide a nation’s tax policy. 

 Any final agreement could have major repercussions for low-tax countries and tax havens. 

Hence, it is unlikely that they will accept a higher minimum rate without a fight. 

 A lower tax rate is a tool developing countries can use to push economic activity. A global 

minimum tax would take away this tool. 

 This may result in developing countries experiencing a longer economic hangover, in the 

backdrop of the pandemic. 

 Also, a global minimum tax rate will do little to tackle tax evasion. 

Group of Seven (G7) 

 It is an informal club of wealthy democracies consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

 The seven countries involved are also the largest International Monetary Fund (IMF) - 

advanced economies in the world. 

 The heads of government of the member states, as well as the representatives of the 

European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit (47th Summit - 2021 - United Kingdom). 

 As of 2018, the G7 represents 58% of the global net wealth ($317 trillion). 

The Group of Twenty (G20) 

 It is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from 19 

Countries and the European Union (EU). It seeks to address issues that go beyond the 

responsibilities of any single nation. 

 Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss policy pertaining to the promotion of international 

financial stability, the G20 has expanded its agenda since 2008. 

 Collectively, the G20 economies account for around 90 percent of the gross world product 

(GWP), 80 percent of world trade, two-thirds of the world population and approximately 

half of the world land area. 

 

2.3 UNITED NATION GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Why in News: Abdulla Shahid, the Foreign Minister of Maldives, was recently elected the 

President of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) for 2021-22. Shahid won 143 votes 

or nearly three fourths of the 191 countries that voted in the annual election. 
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 He will preside over the 76th session of the UNGA that will commence in September, 2021 

and last until September 2022. 

 According to the established rules of regional rotation, the President of the 76th session of 

the General Assembly was to be elected from the Group of Asia-Pacific States. 

 India had already given its strong support for Mr Shahid's candidature for President of the 

76th session of the UNGA. 

 It is expected that Mr. Shahid’s tenure will see a period of smooth coordination between 

India and the Maldives at the UN. 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

 The United Nations General Assembly is one of the six principal organs of United Nations 

(UN). Its powers, composition and functions are mentioned in the United Nations Charter. 

 The first session of the UNGA was held in 1946 and included representatives of 51 nations. 

Membership of UNGA 

 All 193 members of the United Nations are members of the UNGA. 

 Further, the UNGA may grant observer status to an international organization or entity, 

which entitles the entity to participate in the work of the UNGA. 

 The UNGA is the only UN organ wherein all member states have equal representation. Each 

member country has one vote in the elections conducted at UNGA. 

Functions of UNGA 

 It serves as the main deliberative, policy-making, and representative organ of the United 

Nations. 

 The UNGA is entrusted with the responsibility of electing members to various organs within 

the United Nations system. 

 It also establishes numerous subsidiary organs to advance or assist in its broad mandate. 

 It receives reports from other parts of the UN system, and makes recommendations 

through resolutions. 

 The resolutions passed by the UNGA are not binding over the member nations (apart from 

budgetary measures). 

UN Budget 

 The UNGA approves the budget of the United Nations and decides how much money each 

member state must pay to run the organization. 

 The main source of funds for the regular budget is the contributions of member states. 
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 The scale of assessments is based on the capacity of countries to pay. This is determined by 

considering their relative shares of total gross national product, including their per capita 

incomes. 

 The budget covers the costs of United Nations programs in areas such as political affairs, 

international justice and law, international cooperation for development, public 

information, human rights, and humanitarian affairs. 

UNGA President 

Election of UNGA-President 

 The Presidency of the General Assembly rotates among the five United Nations Regional 

Groups. 

 The five regional groups are: the Group of Asian States, the Group of Eastern European 

States, the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, the Group of African States, the 

Western European and other States Group. 

 The President of the General Assembly is elected every year by a secret ballot and requires 

a simple majority vote of the UNGA. 

Responsibilities of UNGA-President 

 The main task of the President of UNGA is to preside over the proceedings of the UNGA. 

 The President is entrusted with the responsibility of building consensus among the 193 

Member States on a continual basis, and to ensure the smooth functioning of the world’s 

most universal body. 

 The President organizes regular briefings with the UN Secretary-General and senior UN 

officials on issues of importance to the Member States, which helps to set the agenda for 

the organization. 

 He/ She engages globally and represents the UNGA, and reports back regularly to the 

membership on these activities. 

 

    2.4 G7  

Why in News: Recently, the Indian Prime Minister addressed the 47th G7 Summit 2021 through 

video conferencing. 

Earlier, the Finance Ministers from the G7 nations reached a landmark accord setting a Global 

Minimum Corporate Tax Rate (GMCTR). Apart from India, Australia and South Korea were also 

invited to participate in the proceedings of the summit as “guest countries”. 
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This year’s summit was hosted by the UK. The last G-7 summit was in France in 2019, with last 

year’s event in the US canceled due to the pandemic. 

Highlights 

Build Back Better for the World Project 

 It is aimed squarely at competing with China’s trillion-dollar Belt and Road infrastructure 

initiative, which has been widely criticised for saddling small countries with 

unmanageable debt but has included even G7 member Italy since launching in 2013. 

 It will collectively catalyse hundreds of billions of infrastructure investment for low- and 

middle-income countries (in Asia and Africa) and offer a values-driven, high-standard 

and transparent partnership with G7. 

Democracies 11 

Signed off on a joint statement (Democracies 11) by G-7 and guest countries on “open 

societies” that reaffirm and encourage the values of freedom of expression, both online and 

offline, as a freedom that safeguards democracy and helps people live free from fear and 

oppression. 

 The statement also refers to politically motivated internet shutdowns as one of the 

threats to freedom and democracy. 

 While the statement is directed at China and Russia, India has been under 

scrutiny over Internet curbs in Jammu and Kashmir even as the Government is locked in 

a face-off over its New IT rules 2021 with tech giants. 

Democracies 11 is facing threats to freedom and democracy from rising authoritarianism, 

electoral interference, corruption, economic coercion, manipulation of information, including 

disinformation, online harms and cyber attacks, politically motivated internet shutdowns, 

human rights violations and abuses, terrorism and violent extremism. 

Carbis Bay Declaration 

 The G7 signed the Carbis Bay Declaration. It is aimed at preventing future pandemics. 

 The G7 also pledged over 1 billion corona virus doses for poorer nations with half of that 

coming from the United States and 100 million from Britain. 

 11 billion doses are needed to vaccinate at least 70% of the world’s population by mid-

2022. 

 The doses would come both directly and through the international COVAX program. 
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Climate Change 

 Renewed a pledge to raise their contributions to meet an overdue spending pledge of USD 

100 billion a year to help poorer countries cut carbon emissions. 

 Promised to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030. 

 Pledged to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

Infrastructure development 

 The G7 is also expected to outline more help for developing nations to build infrastructure, 

in order to counter the debt based spending by China in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

 This initiative will have a transparent, climate friendly, non-corrupt mechanism for 

infrastructure investment in the developing world. 

Safeguard Biodiversity 

 Safeguarding global biodiversity is another agenda of the current G7 summit, with the 

leaders set on an agreement to protect at least 30 percent of the world’s land and oceans 

by 2030. 

 They will also discuss aid for poor nations to transition out of fossil fuels, in the build-up to 

the 26th Conference of Parties (CoP) of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC), to be held in November, 2021. 

India’s Stand 

 India is a natural ally for the G7 countries in defending the shared values from a host of 

threats stemming from authoritarianism, terrorism and violent extremism, disinformation 

and economic coercion. 

 Expressed concerns that open societies are particularly vulnerable to disinformation 

and cyber-attacks. 

 It sought the support of the grouping to lift patent protections for Covid-19 vaccines. 

 Planet’s atmosphere, biodiversity and oceans cannot be protected by countries acting in 

silos, and called for collective action on climate change. 

 India is the only G-20 country on track to meet its Paris commitments. 

 Developing countries need better access to climate finance, and called for a holistic 

approach towards climate change that covers mitigation, adaptation, technology transfer, 

climate financing, equity, climate justice and lifestyle change. 
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 Highlighted the revolutionary impact of digital technologies on social inclusion and 

empowerment in India through applications such as Aadhaar, Direct Benefit Transfer 

(DBT) and JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhaar- Mobile) trinity. 

G7 

 The Group of 7 (G7) is an informal group of seven countries:  the United States, Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom. The heads of these seven countries 

hold an annual summit with European Union and other invitees. 

 Together the member countries represent 40% of global GDP and 10% of the world’s 

population. 

 Unlike other bodies such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the G7 has no 

legal existence, permanent secretariat or official members. 

 It also has no binding impact on policy and all decisions and commitments made at G7 

meetings need to be ratified independently by governing bodies of member states. 

 The presidency of G7 meetings is held by each of the seven countries in turn, each year. The 

country holding the presidency is responsible for organising and hosting the meeting. 

Background of G7 

 The origin of G7 is rooted in a meeting between the current G7 members, (excluding 

Canada) that took place in 1975. At the time, the global economy was in a state of 

recession due to the OPEC oil embargo (ban). 

 Due to the rising energy crisis, the leaders decided to meet annually to coordinate with each 

other on macroeconomic initiatives. A year later, Canada was invited into the group. 

 Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia was also invited to join the group 

in 1998. After which, the group was named the G8 until 2014, when Russia was removed 

from the group for its annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. 

Agenda of G7 

The G7 summit provides a forum for member countries to discuss shared values and concerns. 

It initially focused on international economic policy, in the 1980s.  However, in recent years, G7 

leaders have formulated common responses to challenges encompassing counterterrorism, 

development, education, health, human rights and climate change. 

 

2.4 ASEAN DEFENCE MINISTERS MEETING (ADMM) PLUS 
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Why in News: India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh recently addressed the 8th ASEAN 

Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) Plus. Brunei is the Chair of the ADMM Plus forum this year. 

ADMM Plus 

 The ADMM Plus is an annual meeting of Defence Ministers of 10 ASEAN (Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations) countries and eight dialogue partner countries. 

 The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional intergovernmental organization 

comprising ten countries in Southeast Asia. 

 The 10 countries under ASEAN are, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 The eight dialogue partner countries are Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, 

Republic of Korea, Russia and the United States. 

Key points from the Defence minister’s address 

During his address, the defence minister stressed on peaceful resolutions of disputes through 

dialogue and commitment to international rules and laws. He further underlined that emerging 

challenges to international peace and security cannot be addressed with outdated 

systems designed to deal with the challenges of the past. 

Peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific 

 The defence minister shared that maritime security challenges are an area of concern to 

India. The sea lanes of communication are critical for peace, stability, prosperity and 

development of the Indo-Pacific region. 

 In this regard, developments in the South China Sea have attracted attention in the region 

and beyond. 

 China has been showing aggressive behaviour in territorial disputes in the South China Sea 

over the last few years, which has led to increase in tensions with its neighbours as well as 

the US. 

 India’s call for a free, open and inclusive order in the Indo-Pacific, based upon respect for 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations. He also expressed India’s support for ASEAN-

led mechanisms as important platforms for implementation of the shared vision for the 

Indo-Pacific. 

Code of conduct negotiations for South China Sea 
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India hopes that the ‘code of conduct’ (CoC) negotiations for South China Sea (SCS), being 

negotiated between ASEAN and China, would lead to outcomes that are aligned with the 

international law including the UNCLOS. 

India also hopes that the outcomes of CoC negotiations would not be against the legitimate 

rights and interests of nations that are not included in these discussions. China and ASEAN have 

set a target of end-2021 to finalise the code of conduct but there are doubts that it may not be 

concluded by then. 

Curbing Cyber threats 

India expressed concern at cyber threats like ransomware, Wannacry attacks and crypto 

currency thefts and called for a multi-stakeholder approach, guided by democratic values with a 

governance structure that was open and inclusive. 

Further, there is a need for secure, open and stable internet with due respect to sovereignty of 

countries, that would drive the future of cyberspace. 

Growing out of the pandemic 

On the Covid challenge he said that it was important to ensure that the world economy moves 

on the path of recovery and no one is left behind. This is only possible if entire humanity is 

vaccinated. Globally available patent free vaccines, smooth supply chains and greater global 

medical capacities are some of the measures that will help the world to move ahead together. 

Freedom of Navigation 

Freedom of navigation (FON) is a principle of customary international law under which, ships 

flying the flag of any sovereign state does not face interference from other states, apart from 

the exceptions provided for in international law. 

FON has been codified and accepted as international law under the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

In international law, it has been defined as freedom of movement for vessels, freedom to enter 

ports and to make use of plant and docks, to load and unload goods and to transport goods and 

passengers. 

UNCLOS          

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also called the Law of the 

Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea treaty is an international agreement. 
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 It defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world's 

oceans. 

 It establishes guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of marine 

natural resources. 

 The convention, was signed in 1982 and came into force in 1994. India ratified the UNCLOS 

in 1995. 

 

2.6 UNHRC 

Why in News: The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recently released the Global 

Trends Report 2020. The report shares details of forced displacement of people across the 

world. 

Highlights of the report 

 Despite worldwide restrictions in movement, war, violence, persecution and human rights 

violations caused nearly 3 million people to leave their homes in 2020. 

 Conflict and the impact of climate change in places such as Mozambique, Ethiopia's Tigray 

region and Africa's broad Sahel area were among the leading sources of new movements of 

refugees and internally displaced people in 2020. 

 This is in addition to the millions who have fled countries such as Syria and Afghanistan due 

to long wars or fighting. 

 In 2020, the cumulative total of displaced people has risen to 82.4 million (from 79.5 million 

in 2019) - roughly the population of Germany. 2020 is the ninth year of continuous rise in 

forced displacement worldwide. 

 Last year, one per cent of humanity was displaced and there were twice as many forcibly 

displaced people than in 2011 when the total was just under 40 million. 
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Internally Displaced People 

 At the same time, millions were also displaced within their own countries. 

 Driven mostly by crises in Ethiopia, Sudan, Sahel countries, Mozambique, Yemen, 

Afghanistan and Colombia the number of internally displaced people reached 48 million 

(from 45.7 million in 2019). 

 The above mentioned cumulative total of displaced people (82.4 million) includes the 

number of internally displaced people (48 million). 

Source and destination countries 

 More than two thirds of all people who fled abroad came from just five countries: Syria 

(6.7 million), Venezuela (4.0 million), Afghanistan (2.6 million), South Sudan (2.2 million) 

and Myanmar (1.1 million). 

 For the seventh year in a row, Turkey hosted the largest refugee population worldwide (3.7 

million refugees). 

 Turkey was followed by Colombia (1.7 million), Pakistan (1.4 million), Uganda (1.4 million) 

and Germany (1.2 million). 

The 1951 Refugee Convention and the Global Compact on Refugees do provide the legal 

framework and tools to respond to displacement. However, there is a much greater need of 

political will to address issues that force people to leave in the first place. 

Solutions require global leaders and those with influence to put aside their differences, and 

instead focus on preventing and solving conflict and ensuring respect for human rights. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

 Headquartered in Geneva, UNHCR was created in 1950 to address the refugee crisis that 

resulted from World War II. 

 It is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve 

refugee problems worldwide. 

 Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees. 

 It works to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge 

(safe shelter) in another state, with the option to return home voluntarily, integrate locally 

or to resettle in a third country. 

 An asylum seeker is a person who has left his/her home country because of war or other 

factors, and has entered another country, and applies for asylum, that is, international 

protection, in this new country. 
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SECURITY AND DEFENCE 

 

 Paper III: This section is relevant to the following topics: 

 

 Linkages between development and spread of extremism. 

 Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal 

security. 

 Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media 

and social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; 

money-laundering and its prevention 

 Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized 

crime with terrorism  

 Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate 

 

 Prelims Oriented Questions  
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  3.1 INTEGRATED THEATER COMMAND 

Why in News: The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat recently held a meeting in 
relation to the proposed "integrated theatre commands", with the Vice Chiefs of the armed 
forces as well as the representatives of various Ministries and Agencies. 
  

Current commands in the Indian Armed Forces 

Single Service commands 

As of now, the three forces have 17 commands between them. 

 The Army has 7 commands: Northern, Eastern, Southern, Western, Central, Southwestern 

and Army Training Command (ARTRAC). 

 The Air Force has 7 commands: Western, Eastern, Southern, Southwestern, Central, 

Training, and Maintenance commands. 

 The Navy has 3 commands: Western, Eastern and Southern, of which Southern is largely 

about training. 

 These commands operate separately from one another. Each of the Service chiefs have 

direct control over their assets operationally. 

 Even when these commands operate in the same region, they are not co-located, and their 

areas of operational responsibility are not necessarily the same. 

 In times of need and urgency, the Services speak to each other to request their assets to 

conduct a particular operation. 

Tri-Service commands 

There are two existing tri-Service commands as well 

 The Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC), which is headed by rotation by officers 

from the three Services 

 The Strategic Force Command (SFC), which is responsible for India’s nuclear assets 

Integrated theatre commands 

Background 

 The idea of creating an integrated tri-Services command in India is not new — it had been 

recommended at various levels after the Kargil conflict in 1999. 
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 In early 2020, General Bipin Rawat, in the newly created office of the Chief of Defence Staff 

(CDS), outlined the roadmap for joint and integrated theatre commands of the armed 

forces. 

 He commissioned studies within each of the armed forces to come up with ideas of what 

these commands could look like. These were headed by the Vice Chiefs of the forces. 

 While the CDS suggested that the first of these commands, the Air Defence Command, 

could come up by the end of 2020, it did not become a reality due to multiple factors, 

including the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Integrated theatre command model 

 An integrated theatre command envisages a unified command of the three Services, under 

a single commander, for geographical theatres that are of security concern. 

 The commander of such a force will be able to bring to bear all resources at his disposal — 

from the IAF, the Army and the Navy — with seamless efficacy. 

 The integrated theatre commander will not be answerable to individual Services, and will 

be free to train, equip and exercise his command to make it a cohesive fighting force capable of 

achieving designated goals. 

 The logistic resources required to support his operations will also be placed at the disposal 

of the theatre commander so that he does not have to look for anything when operations 

are ongoing. 

 Several nations in the world have theatre commands, including the United States and China. 

Joint operation vs. Integrated command 

 Joint operation means that while the 3 Services progress and develop in their respective 

spheres, maintaining their independent identity, they function together and so coordinate 

their operations in war as to achieve the best results. 

 Integrated commands, on the other hand, seek to merge individual Service identities to 

achieve a composite and cohesive whole. It implies enmeshing the three Services together 

at different levels and placing them under one commander for execution of operational 

plans. 

News Update 

 The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Bipin Rawat held a meeting in relation to the 

proposed "integrated theatre commands". 
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 At the meeting were the Vice Chiefs of the armed forces (who headed studies in their own 

branch regarding integrated commands) as well as the representatives of various Ministries 

and Agencies. 

Proposal under discussion 

 A model with 4-5 integrated tri-Services theatre commands is under discussion, with each 

command headed by the theatre commander, a three-star officer. 

 Each of these commands will have the needed assets from all the three forces. 

 Operational control over all of those assets, regardless of the force, will lie with the 

commander of that theatre. 

 The commander will report to the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC), which includes the 

three Service chiefs, and is headed by the CDS as its permanent chairman. 

Proposed Integrated Theatre Commands 

 A Maritime Theatre Command: This Command will take care of all the maritime security 

needs of the country on both the eastern and the western seaboards, and will include air 

strike assets and amphibian forces of the Army. 

 An Air Defence Command: This Command will be mandated with air defence across the 

country and beyond. The fighter jets will have reconnaissance and surveillance assets as 

well. 

 2-3 Land-based commands: Two of the Commands will be one each for India’s borders with 

China and Pakistan. 

There is also a proposal to have another separate land-based command looking at India’s 

borders with Pakistan and China in J&K, and Ladakh, given the unique territory and security 

needs of the country in that region. 

 

3.2 POSITIVE INDIGINESATION LIST 

Why in News: The Ministry of Defence has notified its second negative arms imports list now 

renamed as the ‘positive indigenisation list’ of 108 items. 

The items on the positive indigenisation list can only be purchased from indigenous 

sources (domestic sources) as per the provisions given in the Defence Acquisition Procedure 

(DAP) 2020. 

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP), 2020 
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 The Defence Acquisition Procedure, 2020 came into effect from October 2020 by replacing 

the Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP). 

 DAP, 2020 seeks to empower the domestic defence industry through the Make in India 

initiative with the eventual aim of turning India into a global manufacturing hub. 

 DAP has provisions to encourage FDI to establish manufacturing hubs both for import 

substitution and exports, while protecting interests of Indian domestic industry. 

 The DAP also places greater emphasis on time-bound defence procurement 

processes through the setting up of a project management unit and framing of realistic and 

verifiable GSQRs (general staff qualitative requirements). 

 It also aims to improve ease of doing business, with emphasis on simplification, delegation 

and making the process industry friendly. 

Background 

 As per Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which tracks defence exports and 

imports globally, India has been the second largest defence importer between 2014 and 

2019 with $ 16.75 billion worth of imports during this period. 

 The Make in India scheme announced in 2014 aimed to develop the indigenous (domestic) 

defence industry, but has failed to achieve its targets. 

 In order to address these issues, the government planned to reduce defence imports by 

increasing indigenisation in the sector. 

 Out of Rs 1.35 lakh crore allocated for capital acquisition for defence in this year’s budget, 

the government has reserved more than 60 per cent; Rs 70,221 crore for domestic 

procurement. 

News Update 

 The Ministry of Defence has notified its second 'negative arms imports list' now renamed as 

the ‘positive indigenisation list’ of 108 items. 

 The first negative imports list of 101 items was announced in August 2020. The new list of 

108 items takes the total number on the list to 209. 

 The import of these items will be progressively banned from December 2021 to December 

2025. 

Items on the list: The second list lays special focus on weapons/systems which are currently 

under development/trials and are likely to translate into firm orders in the future. 



 

41 | P a g e  
 

Like the first list, import substitution of ammunition which is a continuous requirement has 

been given special focus. 

The list comprises complex 

systems, sensors, simulator, 

weapons and ammunitions 

like Helicopters, Air Borne 

Early Warning and Control 

(AEW&C) systems, Tank 

Engines, Medium Power Radar 

for Mountains and many more 

such items. 

Impact 

 The move will give further 

boost to 

indigenisation with active 

participation of public and 

private sector. 

 It will facilitate an 

environment for Indian 

defence manufacturers 

to create world class 

infrastructure and assist in 

the government’s ‘Make in 

India’ vision. 

 It will also give a much 

needed boost to domestic 

Research & 

Development by attracting fresh investment into technology and manufacturing 

capabilities. 

 It also provides an excellent opportunity for ‘start-ups’ and Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs) to grow in the defence sector. 

 This will eventually help the government to reduce its dependence on imports in the 

defence sector and reduce its large defence import expenditure. 
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ECONOMY 

 
 Paper III: The articles in this section are relevant to the following topics: 

 

 

 Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 

development and employment. 

 Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

 Government Budgeting. 

 Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their 

effects on industrial growth. 

 Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 Investment models. 

 Agriculture 
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4.1 NATIONAL BANK FOR FINANCING INFRASTRUCTURE (NaBFID) 

Why in News: Recently, Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has floated Request 

for Proposal (RFP) on behalf of the government, to help set up ₹20,000 crore Development 

Finance Institution (DFI) called National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development 

(NaBFID). 

News Update 

 SIDBI will be responsible for all administrative matters for this RFP till required or till Infra 

DFI's Board or their delegate decides otherwise. 

 SIDBI is the apex regulatory body, established in 1990, through an Act of Parliament 

(statutory body) in India for overall regulation and licensing of microfinance institutions 

in India. 

 It is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance, Government of India 

headquartered at Lucknow. 

 Its purpose is to provide refinance facilities and short-term lending to industries and 

serves as the principal financial institution in the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSME) sector. 

 The objective of floating RFP is to select a management consultant to support in the setting 

up of an infrastructure Development Finance Institution (DFI), as an All-India Financial 

Institution (AIFI) to provide, enable and catalyse infrastructure financing. 

 For this purpose, the Parliament of India had cleared the National Bank for Financing 

Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) Bill 2021, 

Development Finance Institution (DFI) 

 Unlike banks, DFIs do not accept deposits from people. They source funds from the market, 

government as well as multilateral institutions and are often supported through 

government guarantees. 

 In India, the first DFI was operationalised in 1948 with the setting up of the Industrial 

Finance Corporation of India (IFCI). 

 Subsequently, the Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) was set up 

with the backing of the World Bank in 1955. 

 The Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) came into existence in 1964 to promote 

long-term financing for infrastructure projects and industry. 
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 During the pre-liberalised era, India had DFIs which were primarily engaged in the 

development of industry. 

The NaBFID Bill, 2021 

 Objective: The Bill (introduced in the Parliament by the Ministry of Finance) seeks to 

establish the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) as the 

principal development financial institution (DFIs) for infrastructure financing. 

 It will provide long-term finance for such segments of the economy where the risks involved 

are beyond the acceptable limits of commercial banks and other ordinary financial 

institutions. 

 The central government will prescribe the sectors to be covered under the infrastructure 

domain.

 

National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) 

It will be a statutory authority to be set up as a corporate body (governed by a Board of 

Directors) with authorised share capital of one lakh crore rupees. Initially, the central 

government will own 100% shares of the institution which may subsequently be reduced up 

to 26%. 
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 Functions of NaBFID: It will have both financial as well as developmental objectives. 

 Financial objectives: It will be to directly or indirectly lend, invest or attract investments 

for infrastructure projects located entirely or partly in India. 

 Developmental objectives: It includes facilitating the development of the market for 

bonds, loans and derivatives for infrastructure financing. 

 Source of funds: NaBFID may borrow money from - central government, Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), scheduled commercial banks, mutual funds, and multilateral institutions such as 

World Bank and Asian Development Bank. 

 Other DFIs: The Bill also provides for any person to set up a DFI by applying to RBI. RBI may 

grant a license for DFI in consultation with the central government. RBI will also prescribe 

regulations for these DFIs. 

Significance of establishing NaBFID 

 Will boost investment in infra sector: This government-owned DFI will help fund about 

7,000 infra projects under the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) which envisages an 

investment of ₹111 lakh crore by 2024-25. 

 Fund at affordable cost: The proposed law seeks to provide 10-year tax concession so that 

it can provide long-term funds at affordable cost to the infrastructure sector. The 

government expects the DFI to leverage this fund to raise up to ₹3 lakh crore in the next 

few years. 

 Enable faster decision making: The DFI being set up to fund the infrastructure sector will 

remain outside the purview of CAG, CVC and CBI, a move aimed at enabling faster decision-

making. 

 

4.2 RAMP PROGRAM 

Why in News: Recently, the World Bank approved the $500 million Raising and Accelerating 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) Performance (RAMP) Program. 

It will support the Government of India’s nationwide initiative to revitalize the MSME sector 

in India, which has been heavily impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. 

World Bank Group Funding 

The World Bank Group (WBG) primarily lends money to developing countries and private 

enterprises that undertake activities in developing countries. 
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 International Development Association (IDA): Countries that are eligible to borrow from 

the IDA must have a per capita income of less than $1,085 and cannot already be in arrears 

to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) or WB. 

It lends at varying concessional interest rates and provides grants which are interest-free 

and without a repayment schedule, though recipients are required to pay a fee to cover 

administrative costs. 

 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD): Upper-middle-income 

countries (with per capita incomes of between $4,046 and $12,535) can borrow from the 

IBRD at interest rates that are lower than those from commercial banks. 

Lower middle-income countries (with per capita incomes of between $1,036 and $4,045) 

can borrow from a ‘blend’ of IDA and IBRD financing - depending on their creditworthiness. 

 International Finance Corporation (IFC): It provides financing to private enterprises for 

projects in developing countries through loans and equity finance. 

 Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA): It provides political risk insurance or 

guarantees to private investors and lenders to encourage foreign direct investment (FDI) 

into developing countries. 

This often serves to de-risk the commercial finance for wider project initiatives supported 

by the World Bank Group. 

 Trust funds and financial intermediary funds: In addition to these four lending institutions, 

a number of trust funds and financial intermediary funds are hosted or managed by the 

Bank. These include - the Climate Investment Funds, the Global Risk Financing Facility, the 

Global Financing Facility related to health and nutrition of women, children and adolescents 

and the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (discontinued). 

MSME Sector in India 

Backbone of Indian economy: The MSME sector is the backbone of the country’s economy, 

contributing 30 percent of India’s GDP and 40 percent of exports. It employs over 110 

million Indians across India in the financial year 2020. 

Challenges faced by the MSME sector in India 

 Inadequate finance: Out of some 58 million MSMEs in India, more than 40 percent lack 

access to formal sources of finance. 

 Myriad state-level initiatives with limited coordination: At the national level, MSME 

policies and programs are implemented across ministries and departments, including key 

players such as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Small Industries and Development 

Bank of India (SIDBI). 
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 Direct interventions are difficult: Given the magnitude and geographical spread across the 

country, direct interventions can be prohibitively costly. 

The need of the hour is a more comprehensive and coordinated Centre-State approach to 

improve MSME sector productivity, reduce the gender gap, and promote more environmentally 

sustainable investments. 

News Update 

 The World Bank group's International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has 

approved the $500 million Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) Program 

for India. 

 It will support the Government of India’s nationwide initiative to revitalize the MSME sector 

in India, which has been heavily impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. The $500 million loan 

from the IBRD has a maturity of 18.5 years including a 5.5-year grace period. 

 The Program is the World Bank’s second intervention in this sector, the first being the $750 

million MSME Emergency Response Program (July 2020). 

 The MSME Emergency Response Program was approved to address the immediate liquidity 

and credit needs of millions of viable MSMEs severely impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 To date, 5 million firms have accessed finance from the government program. 

With the RAMP program, the World Bank's financing towards improving the productivity 

and financial viability of the MSME sector amounts to $1.25 billion over the past year. 

RAMP Program 

Objective: To support the Government of India’s efforts to increase MSME productivity and 

financing in the economic recovery phase. 

The World Bank Group, including its private sector arm the International Finance Corporation 

(IFC), will support the MSME sector by: 

 Strengthening institutional capacity and coordination: 

 To bring about this fundamental shift, the program will help set up a high-level MSME 

Council to enable better coordination between national and state-level programs. 

 State level Strategic Investment Plans (SIPs) will provide a roadmap and measurable 

metrics. 

 In addition to national level activities, the program will initiate targeted activities in five 

“first mover” states - Gujarat, Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu, with the 

potential of additional states joining the Program going forward. 
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 Supporting firm capabilities: The program will promote technology-based solutions, green 

investments and access to services for women-headed businesses. 

It will also build partnerships with the private sector as service providers to reach greater 

scale. 

Significance 

 This will crowd in private sector financing in the medium term and tackle long-standing 

financial sector issues that are holding back the growth of the MSME sector. 

 This will lay the foundations for longer-term productivity-driven growth and generation of 

much-needed jobs in the MSME sector. 

 This will intensify efforts to support firms to return to pre-crisis production and employment 

levels. 

Target: The program targets improvements in the performance of 555,000 MSMEs and is 

expected to mobilize financing of $15.5 billion, as part of the government’s $3.4 billion MSME 

Competitiveness - A Post-COVID Resilience and Recovery Program (MCRRP). 

 

4.3 NATION COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL  

Why in News:  The Mumbai bench of the Nation Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has approved 

the Piramal Group’s Rs 37,250 crore bid for debt-ridden Dewan Housing Finance Ltd (DHFL). 

The NCLT gave conditional approval to the bid, pending the outcome of a Supreme Court 

decision on Kapil Wadhawan’s (DHFL promoter) offer to fully settle Rs 91,000 crore in 

outstanding debt. 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

Over the years, many companies have repeatedly defaulted in loan repayment, which has led to 

huge bad debts in the banking system. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code was enacted to 

address this issue. 

Key Provisions 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016 provides a time bound process for 

resolving insolvency in companies and also among individuals. Insolvency is a situation 

where individuals or companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt.  
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 If a default occurs, the IBC allows the creditors of the company or the company itself to 

initiate a corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP) by filing an application before the 

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).  

 CIRP is the process of resolving the corporate insolvency of a corporate debtor in 

accordance with the provisions of IBC. 

 The National Company Law Tribunal is the adjudicating authority for insolvency resolution 

process of companies under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 

 To ensure an uninterrupted resolution process, the Code also provides immunity to debtors 

from resolution claims of creditors during this period. 

 Under IBC, insolvency proceedings can also be initiated against the personal guarantor of a 

corporate debtor.  The personal guarantor provides a guarantee for the debt of a corporate 

debtor. 

Resolution  

 Once the resolution process starts, the NCLT appoints an interim (temporary) resolution 

professional (IRP). The term of interim resolution professional continues till the 

appointment of the (regular) resolution professional. 

 After the appointment of the IRP, the affairs of the corporate debtor (company in debt) are 

managed by the IRP. 

 The IRP receives and collates the claims submitted by various creditors and constitutes a 

committee of creditors (CoC). 

 After that the CoC can appoint the IRP as the resolution professional or replace him with 

another resolution professional. 

Committee of Creditors (CoC) 

 Committee of Creditors (CoC) forms the decision-making body in the Corporate Insolvency 

Resolution Process (CIRP). 

 Each Creditor can vote in accordance with the voting share assigned to it based on financial 

debts owed to the respective creditor. 

Resolution Plan: 

 Once the IRP/RP collates and verifies the claims, the CoC invites proposals for resolution 

plans that could potentially be implemented. 

 A resolution plan is a plan proposed for insolvency resolution of the corporate debtor. It 

may include provisions for the restructuring of the corporate debtor, through a merger, 

demerger etc. 
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 A resolution plan approved by 75% of the CoC, is then presented before the NCLT. 

Approval of NCLT 

 If the NCLT approves the resolution plan, then it becomes binding on the corporate debtor 

and all the stakeholders.  

 However, if the NCLT does not sanction the resolution plan or, the COC is unable to finalize 

a resolution plan in the designated period, then the tribunal orders the liquidation of the 

corporate debtor. 

 Liquidation is the process of bringing a business to an end by selling its assets. 

Timeline of CIRP 

 The maximum time within which CIRP has to be mandatorily completed, including any 

extension is 330 days. 

 However, extension in the timeline can be granted by the NCLT, if parties are able to prove 

there is very little time left in the resolution process and the delay has been caused due to 

legal proceedings. 

 NCLT 

 The National Company Law Tribunal is the adjudicating authority for insolvency resolution 

process of companies under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 

 The tribunal was established under the Companies Act 2013 and was constituted in 2016 by 

the government. 

 NCLT bench is chaired by a Judicial member who is supposed to be retired/Serving High 

Court Judge and a Technical member who is from Indian Corporate Law Service, ICLS Cadre. 

 Decisions of NCLT may be appealed to the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal, the 

decisions of which may further be appealed to the Supreme Court. 

NCLAT 

 The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a tribunal which was formed by 

the central government under the Companies Act, 2013. 

 The tribunal is responsible for hearing appeals from the orders of National Company Law 

Tribunal (NCLT). 

 The tribunal hears appeals from orders issued by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India. 
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 It also hears appeals from any direction issued, decision made, or order passed by 

the Competition Commission of India (CCI). 

 The NCLAT includes a Chairperson, a judicial member, and a technical member. It consists of 

a total of not more than eleven members. 

 

   4.4 FAST TRACKING FREIGHT IN INDIA REPORT 

Why in News:  NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) recently released a new 

report, titled Fast Tracking Freight in India: A Roadmap for Clean and Cost-Effective Goods 

Transport. 

 Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) is a US based non-profit organisation that engages 

businesses, communities etc. to accelerate the adoption of market-based solutions for shift 

to renewable energy. RMI has been supporting India’s mobility and energy transformation 

since 2016. 

 The report highlights issues in India’s logistics sector and key opportunities for India to 

develop new freight architecture. 

India’s logistics sector 

 The logistics sector represents five percent of India’s GDP and employs 2.2 crore people. 

Trucks and other vehicles handle most of the movement of these goods. 

 Due to the rising demand for goods and services, freight transport demand is expected to 

grow rapidly in the future. 

 As national freight activity will grow by five times till 2050, India’s freight transport 

ecosystem has a critical role to play in supporting India’s priorities. 

 Some of these include international competitiveness, job growth, urban and rural 

livelihoods, and clean air and environment. 

Projected energy consumption 

India’s cumulative energy consumption from freight transport between 2020 and 2050 under a 

business as usual (BAU) scenario will be around 5.8 billion tones of oil equivalent (TOE). 

However, India can reduce this energy consumption by 50 percent under an efficient scenario 

through various interventions. 
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Issues in India’s logistics 

sector 

Low share of railways 

 The share of railways in 

freight transportation in 

India has been 

declining since 1951. In 

2020, it stood at merely 18 

percent as compared to 

road’s share of 71 percent. 

 This is due to insufficient 

rail capacity, especially on 

certain high-density 

routes. 

High logistics cost 

 Logistics costs in India are high, accounting for 14 percent of the GDP. Transportation and 

inventory costs account for more than 90 percent of these costs. 

 These high costs are, partly a result of low logistics efficiency due to a fragmented market, 

lack of standardized trucking assets, old vehicles and obsolete warehousing technologies. 

Poor fuel economy 

 Internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, mostly powered by diesel, dominate India’s road-

based freight activity. 

 Moreover, trucks in India also have poor fuel economy. This is partly due to lack of 

information about fuel-saving technologies among fleet operators. 

 Poor fuel economy leads to high costs and higher emissions from freight activity. For 

example, fuel costs account for 70 percent of a diesel-powered heavy-duty truck’s total cost 

of ownership. 

Low penetration of EVs 

 Electric vehicle (EV) sales penetration of freight vehicles is less than 1 percent. 
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 This is due to high costs of EVs and reluctance to invest in EVs due to lack of access to 

finance. 

Solutions recommended by the report 

Enhance intermodal transport 

 Enhance the share of rail mode in India, by increasing rail network 

capacity and promotion of intermodal transport. 

 Intermodal transportation is the combination of 2 or more modes of transport in order 

to move goods from one place to another. 

 Identify and upgrade corridors with high potential for intermodal transport.  

 Ensure better modal integration across rail, road, and water. 

Optimise truck usage 

 Optimise truck usage by improving transportation and warehousing practices. 

 Maximise vehicle productivity through efficient packaging and loading. 

 Improve the performance of warehouses by implementing advanced digitised tools.  

Optimise fuel consumption 

 Optimise fuel consumption and emissions standards of Internal Combustion Engine 

vehicles. 

 Promote the use of Electric Vehicles that provide clean, fuel-efficient vehicle 

technologies. 

 Implement supportive policies and pilot projects to manufacture high quality EVs and 

a strong charging infrastructure. 

 Promote collaboration across industry players to share experiences with technology 

solutions. 

Benefits 

 These solutions can help India to save Rs 311 lakh crore cumulatively over the next three 

decades. 

 Further, India can achieve 10 giga tonnes of cumulative CO2 emissions savings between 

2020 and 2050. India can also reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate matter (PM) 

emissions by 35% and 28%, respectively, until 2050. 

 The proposed solutions will lead to higher economic growth, more employment 

opportunities, better public health, and enhanced logistics productivity, which will meet 

many of India’s development goals. 
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 They can also help India to establish itself as a leader in logistics innovation and efficiency in 

the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. 

 

4.5 MICROFINANCE INSTITUTUINS (MFI)  

Why in News: Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a new regulatory 

framework for microfinance institutions (MFIs). 

Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) 

 They are financial companies that provide small loans to people who do not have any access 

to banking facilities. In India, all loans that are below Rs.1 lakh can be considered as 

microloans. 

 Although most microfinance institutions target the eradication of poverty as their primary 

motive, some of the new entrants are focused on the sale of more products to consumers. 

Different types of institutions that offer microfinance: Credit unions, Non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), Commercial banks, etc. Some government banks also offer microfinance 

to the eligible categories of borrowers. 

Funding: Microfinance Institutions get funding from several sources, such as - member and 

customer deposits, subsidies and grants, own capital, loans from partner banks, funding 

received from public and private investors. 

Goals: The primary goals of microfinance institutions are the following: 

 Help in the provision of resources that offer support to the lower sections of the society. 

 Their special focus is on women, as they have emerged successful in setting up income 

generation enterprises. 

 Evaluate the options available to help eradicate poverty at a faster rate. 

 Mobilise self-employment opportunities for the underprivileged. 

 Empowering rural people by training them in simple skills. 

Significance: Some of the key benefits of MFIs include the following: 

 More opportunities for people: The income accumulation of poor households has 

improved due to the presence of microfinance institutions. 

 Easy access to credit: Microfinance opportunities provide people credit when it is 

needed the most as banks do not usually offer small loans to customers. 
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 Serves the under-financed section of the society: Majority of the microfinance loans 

provided by MFIs are offered to women, unemployed people and those with disabilities. 

 Inculcates the discipline of saving: When the basic needs of people are met, they are 

more inclined to start saving for the future. 

 Significant economic gains: With microfinance activities, the people are more likely to 

receive better levels of consumption and improved nutrition, eventually leading to the 

growth of the community in terms of economic value. 

Regulations for MFIs 

 The regulations pertaining to MFIs are usually based on their statuses. 

 Traditional Banks versus Microfinance Institutions: A microfinance bank will be required to 

adhere to all banking regulations like traditional banks. 

 Cooperatives and NGOs will not be expected to comply with the same regulations. 

However, they may be regulated by similar oversight authorities. 

Challenges faced by MFIs in India 

 Over regulations and populist politics have proved to be unfavorable to them. 

 Smallest event making it difficult for MFIs to procure financing: Unlike banks that usually 

have multiple products and an assured deposit structure, MFIs are highly dependent on the 

market for funding. 

 Difficulty in growing independently: Additionally, banks today have a presence in the micro 

lending space and they are also partnering with MFIs through strategic stakes. 

 Smaller entities at disadvantage: The top 10 MFIs always find it easy to get bank loans or 

equities, the smaller entities are usually at a disadvantage here. 

 Over borrowing threat: The biggest risk looming over the MFIs today is the tendency to over 

borrow on the part of loan seekers. 

The Key Proposals in the recently released Consultative Document: 

 A common definition of microfinance loans: Microfinance loans should mean collateral-

free loans to households with annual household income of Rs 1, 25,000 and Rs 2, 00,000 for 

rural and urban or semi urban areas, respectively. 

 Display of minimum, maximum and average interest rates charged on microfinance loans 

on the websites of regulated entities, etc. 

 Not proposed any specific interest rate ceiling: The board of each Non-Banking Financial 

Company (NBFC)-MFI should adopt an interest rate model taking into account relevant 

factors such as cost of funds, margin and risk premium, etc. 
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 Capping the outflow on account of repayment of loan obligations of a household to a 

maximum of 50 percent of the household income. 

 A Board approved policy for household income assessment. 

 No prepayment penalty, no requirement of collateral and greater flexibility of repayment 

frequency for all microfinance loans. 

 Withdrawal of two-lender norm for lending by NBFC-MFIs and all pricing related 

instructions. 

 Significance: This is an attempt to harmonise the regulatory frameworks for various 

regulated lenders in the microfinance space. 

Since financial inclusion is on the rise, MFIs have many more years of opportunity remaining. 

The key to their survival is the constant backing from investors. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 Paper III: The articles in this section are relevant to the following topics: 

 

 Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 

everyday life 

 Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and 

developing new technology. 

 Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, Nano-technology, bio-

technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

 Prelims 
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5.1 BLACK HOLE and A NEUTRON STAR 

Why in News:  For the first time, the LIGO-Virgo collaboration of gravitational wave 

detectors has detected a collision between a black hole and a neutron star. 

Black Hole 

 A black hole is a place in space where gravitational force is so high that even light cannot 

get out. 

 The gravity is so strong because the matter has been squeezed into a tiny space. This can 

happen when a star is dying. 

 Because no light can get out, one can't see black holes. They are invisible. 

 High configuration space telescopes can help find black holes. 

Types of Black Hole: Black holes are mainly of two types, i.e. 

 Stellar-mass black hole 

 Super massive black hole 

 

 Stellar black holes are made when the centre of a very big star falls in upon itself, or 

collapses. When this happens, it causes a supernova. 

 A supernova is an exploding star that blasts part of the star into space. 

 Stellar black holes have mass ranging from 5 to 60 times the mass of Sun. On the other 

hand, Super massive black holes have mass many millions of times more than Sun. 

 Most galaxies have a super massive black hole at their centre. The one at the centre of our 

own Milky Way galaxy, Sagittarius A, has some 4 million times our Sun’s mass. 

What’s inside a Black Hole? 

At the core of a black hole, all the black hole’s mass is concentrated into a tiny point of infinite 

density. This point is known as a singularity. 

What is the difference between a Black Hole and a Neutron Star? 

 Like black holes, neutron star is formed due to the process known as supernova explosion 

when the centre of a very big star falls in upon itself, or collapses. 

 The major difference between a black hole and a neutron star is the mass of these celestial 

bodies. 
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 The mass of a neutron star is generally 1 to 3 times the mass of Sun. Anything greater than 

that will be identified as a black hole. 

 Another big difference between the two is that a neutron star would be having a hard 

surface while a black hole does not have a surface. 

News Update 

 There is huge excitement among scientists with the first confirmed detection of a neutron 

star-black hole (NS-BH) collision being reported. 

 This ground breaking discovery of gravitational waves from a pair of NS-BH mergers was 

published recently in the Astrophysical Journal. 

 Until now, the LIGO-Virgo collaboration (LVC) of gravitational waves detectors has only 

been able to observe collisions between pairs of black holes or neutron stars. 

 For the first time, in January 2020, the network of detectors made the discovery of 

gravitational waves from a pair of NS-BH mergers. 

How the detections were made? 

As the two compact and massive bodies orbit around each other, they come closer, and finally 

merge, due to the energy lost in the form of gravitational waves. The Gravitational waves 

signals are buried deep inside a lot of background noise. This signal are detected using a 

method called Matched Filtering. 

Matched Filtering 

 In matched filtering, various expected gravitational waveforms predicted by Einstein’s 

theory of relativity, are compared with the different chunks of data to produce a quantity 

that signifies how well the signal in the data (if any) matches with any one of the 

waveforms. 

 Whenever this match is significant, an event is said to be detected. Observing an event in 

multiple detectors (in this case, LIGO and Virgo) separated by thousands of kilometers 

almost simultaneously gives scientists increased confidence that the signal is of 

astrophysical origin. 

Gravitational waves 

 Gravitational waves are ripples in space-time. 

 When objects in space move, the curvature of space time changes and these changes move 

outwards (like ripples on a pond) as gravitational waves. 
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 A gravitational wave is a stretch and squash of space and so can be found by measuring the 

change in length between two objects. 

Significance of this discovery 

 Inferring from data as to how often they merge will give clues about their origin and how 

they were formed. 

 This increases the chance of observation of these distant objects using electromagnetic 

telescopes, which will, in turn, give a more precise measurement of how fast the universe is 

expanding. 

LIGO-Virgo Gravitational wave detectors 

 The Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory (LIGO) is a large-scale physics 

experiment and observatory designed to detect cosmic gravitational waves. 

 LIGO consists of two widely-separated interferometers within the United States; one in 

Hanford, Washington and the other in Livingston, Louisiana operated in unison to detect 

gravitational waves. 

 The Virgo-Interferometer is located in Santo Stefano, Italy. 

 

5.2 INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 

Why in News: Three Chinese astronauts on Thursday flew to an unfinished space station in 

China’s first crewed mission since 2016, expanding the country’s already growing near-Earth 

presence. 

Space Station  

 A space station is a spacecraft capable of supporting a human crew in Earth’s orbit for an 

extended period of time, and is therefore a type of space habitat. 

 Space stations have most often been launched for scientific purposes. 

 As of 2021, there is one fully operational and permanently inhabited space station in Low 

Earth Orbit: the International Space Station (ISS). A low Earth orbit (LEO) is an Earth-

centered orbit close to the planet. 

International Space Station 

 International Space Station was launched in 1998. 

 It is a large laboratory in space that allows astronauts to come aboard and stay for weeks or 

months to carry out experiments in microgravity. 
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China’s Tiangong 

program 

 Tiangong is a space 

station program of 

the People’s 

Republic of China. 

 Objective: To 

improve researchers' 

ability to conduct 

science experiments 

in space, beyond the 

duration offered by 

China's existing 

space laboratories. 

 So far, China has 

sent two previous 

space stations into orbit. The Tiangong-1 and Tiangong-2 were trial stations though, simple 

modules that allowed only relatively short stays by astronauts. 

 Also known as Large Modular space station, Tiangong space station will be placed in Low 

Earth orbit between 340 and 450 km above the surface. 

 The space station is due to be ready by the end of 2022. It is designed to operate for at least 

10 years. 

Significance of China’s indigenous space station 

 The only current space station in orbit i.e. the ISS (International Space Station), is 

collaboration between Russia, S., Canada, Europe and Japan. China has been blocked from 

participating in it due to U.S. objections over the Chinese program’s secretive nature and 

close military ties. 

 The ISS is due to be retired after 2024, which could potentially leave Tiangong as the only 

space station in Earth's orbit. 

 The space program is part of an overall drive to put China on track for even more ambitious 

missions and provide opportunities for cooperation with Russia and other, mostly 

European, countries along with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs. 

 

ADD ON 
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United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

 Established in 1958, the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is an office 

of the U.N. Secretariat that promotes and facilitates peaceful international cooperation in 

outer space. 

 Objective: To establish and strengthen the legal and regulatory frameworks for space 

activities, and assists developing countries in using space science and technology for 

sustainable socioeconomic development. 

 The Office is responsible for helping implement the major international treaties, legal 

principles, and General Assembly resolutions that together comprise space law. 

 Headquarters: Vienna, Austria 

News Update 

 China launched a spacecraft named Shenzou-12, or “Divine Vessel” on Thursday, carrying 

three astronauts to the main module of the country's Tiangong space station. 

 The launch was carried out by a Long March – 2F carrier rocket. 

 Shenzhou-12 is the third of 11 missions - four of which will be crewed - needed to complete 

China's first full-fledged space station. 

 The crew successfully docked with the space station just over seven hours after the launch. 

The three-member crew is due to stay for three months in the Tiangong’ score living 

module, named Tianhe, or “Heavenly Harmony”. 

 With this launch, China has now sent total 14 astronauts into space since it first achieved 

the feat in 2003, becoming only the third country after the former Soviet Union and the U.S. 

to do so. 

The primary objective for the crew on the Shenzhou-12 mission is to bring the 22.5-tonne 

Tianhe module into service. They will be carrying out science experiments and maintenance, 

space walks and preparing the facility to receive two additional modules next year. 

 

5.3  NASA MISSION for VENUS 

Why in News: Recently, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) selected 

two missions (DAVINCI+ and VERITAS) to the planet Venus, Earth’s nearest neighbour. 

After NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA) has also announced that it has 

selected EnVision as its next orbiter that will visit Venus sometime in the 2030s. 
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 Planet Venus 

 Venus is the second closest planet to the Sun and is called the Earth’s twin because of their 

similar sizes. However, the two planets have significant differences between them. 

 From Earth, Venus is the second-brightest object in the sky after moon. It appears bright 

because of its thick cloud cover that reflects and scatters light. 

 Venus is the hottest planet in the solar system because of the heat that is trapped by its 

thick cloud cover. Surface temperatures on Venus can go up to 471 degrees Celsius, which 

is hot enough to melt lead. 

 Further, Venus moves forward on its orbit around the Sun but spins backwards around its 

axis slowly. This means on Venus the Sun rises in the west and sets in the East. 

 One day on Venus is equivalent to 243 Earth days because of its backward spinning, 

opposite to that of the Earth’s and most other planets. Venus also does not have a moon 

and has no rings. 

Reasons for studying Venus 

 Scientists study Venus to determine how Earth and Venus evolved differently from each 

other, even though they are roughly of the same size and composition. 

 Further, they want to study the evolution of Venus in order to predict Earth’s future if it 

experiences a significant greenhouse effect. 

 Venus is also studied to check whether it is geologically active and whether it had oceans in 

the past. 

Life on Venus 

 Scientists also intend to explore whether Venus had life on the planet in the past. 

 Last year, a team of scientists reported that they had found phosphine gas (a chemical 

produced only through biological processes) in the atmosphere of Venus. 

 This led the scientist to believe that some life forms might be supported by the planet. 

However, the existence of life on the planet is nearly impossible due to the high 

temperatures of Venus and its acidic atmosphere. 

 Thus, the discovery of phosphine gas could mean that life forms could have existed on 

Venus in the past. 

EnVision 

 EnVision is an ESA led mission with contributions from NASA. The earliest launch 

opportunity for EnVision is 2031, followed by 2032 and 2033. 
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 After its launch, the spacecraft will take about 15 months to reach Venus. The spacecraft 

will carry a range of instruments to study the planet’s atmosphere and surface, monitor 

trace gases in the atmosphere and analyse its surface composition. 

 A radar provided by NASA will help to image and map the surface. 

DAVINCI+ and VERITAS 

 DAVINCI+ and VERITAS are part of NASA’s Discovery Program. The Discovery Program began 

in 1992 to give scientists the chance to launch some missions that use fewer resources and 

have shorter developmental times. 

 DAVINCI+ and VERITAS are a part of the ninth Discovery Program and were made from 

proposals submitted in 2019. 

 NASA is expected to allot $500 million to each of these missions that will launch between 

2028-2030 

DAVINCI+ 

 DAVINCI+ is short for ‘Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation of Noble gases, Chemistry, and 

Imaging’ and is the first US-led mission to Venus’ atmosphere since 1978. 

 It will try to understand the composition of Venus, to study formation and evolution of the 

planet. 

 This mission also consists of a descent sphere that will pass through the planet’s thick 

atmosphere and make observations and take measurements of noble gases and other 

elements. 

 It will also try to return the first high resolution photographs of a geological feature that is 

unique to Venus. This feature, which is called tesserae, may be comparable to Earth’s 

continents. The presence of tesseraes may suggest that Venus has tectonic plates like Earth. 

VERITAS 

 VERITAS is short for ‘Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, Topography, and 

Spectroscopy’. 

 It will map the planet’s surface to determine its geologic history and understand the 

reasons why it developed so differently from Earth. 

 VERITAS will orbit Venus with a radar that will help to create a three dimensional 

reconstruction of its topography. 

 This might be able to tell scientists if processes such as plate tectonics and volcanism are 

still active on Venus. It will also determine if active volcanoes are releasing water vapour 

into the atmosphere. 
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 The mission will also map the emissions from Venus’s surface that may help in determining 

the type of rocks that exist on Venus (which is not known yet). 

 

   5.4 INDEMNITY 

Why in News: The Union government is in talks with foreign manufacturers of COVID-19 

vaccines on their demand for indemnity from liability as a condition for selling their vaccines to 

India. 

Some of them have also sought exemption from Bridging trials, to which the government has 

agreed for WHO approved vaccines. 

 'Indemnity' 

 Indemnity is a form of contract, and is essentially a contractual matter between the 

supplier and recipient. 

 The Indian Contract Act, 1872, defines a contract of indemnity in which one party 

promises to save the other party from any loss caused. 

 The law on drugs in India does not have a provision for indemnity related to the grant of 

approval for any new drug or vaccine in the country. 

 The government can only grant indemnity to a company for a particular drug or 

vaccine through a specific clause in any contract that the government may sign with the 

supplier. 

 After granting an indemnity, if the use of a particular vaccine causes death or any damage 

to a recipient, any claim of compensation, will have to be met by the government, and not 

by the company. 

 If a court orders the company to pay any compensation, the company can recover the 

amount from the government. 

News Update 

 Vaccine manufacturers fear that they would be liable from future claims by anyone 

adversely affected after receiving the vaccine. 

 Foreign vaccine manufacturers like Pfizer have thus requested that the Indian government 

should indemnify it from any claim from vaccine users in the future, based on any side 

effects of the vaccine. 

 Pfizer has obtained such indemnity from several countries, including the US and the UK. 

Possible impact of giving indemnity 
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 In the absence of indemnity, overseas manufacturers may increase the price of the 

vaccines, to cover the risk of compensation payments. 

 Thus, by giving an indemnity, the Indian government may be able to negotiate lower prices 

and higher volumes. This may help to accelerate India’s national vaccination drive. 

 However, if the government gives indemnity to foreign vaccine manufacturers, it may be 

forced to give the indemnity to local manufacturers as well. 

 This will significantly increase the burden of risk for the government, associated with more 

than a billion vaccine shots. 

 Moreover, it will also set a precedent for future, where other drug makers would also 

expect indemnity for various life saving 

Bridging trials 

 As per The New Drugs & Clinical Trials Rules, 2019, whenever a foreign manufacturer 

applies for emergency use authorisation of vaccines, it has to submit the result of local 

(Indian) clinical trials. 

 These trials are called bridging trials, in which the manufacturers conduct phase 2/3 studies 

to collect safety and immunogenicity data. 

 Since the efficacy data is already established at a foreign site, limited participants are 

enrolled (around 1,000) and a clinical trial is conducted to see if the vaccine is safe in the 

Indian population. 

Exemption from Bridging trials 

 The New Drugs & Clinical Trials Rules, 2019, have a provision of compensation payment by 

the sponsor of the trial to any participant who dies or suffers disability as a result of such 

trials. 

 However, in April 2021, in order to fast-track the import of vaccines, the Drugs Controller-

General of India, removed the need for conducting bridging trials before granting 

emergency use authorisation for certain vaccines of foreign manufacturers. 

 Thus, foreign-manufactured vaccines granted emergency approval by drug regulators of the 

US, the EU, Japan and the UK or those listed in WHO (Emergency Use Listing) will be given 

the exemption from bridging trials in India. 

 The exemption from bridging trials, has reduced the risk to overseas manufacturers. 
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ECOLOGY and ENVIRONMENT 

 
 Paper III: The articles in this section are relevant to the following topics: 

 

 Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 

assessment 

 Disaster and disaster management. 

 

 Prelims Oriented Questions 
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   6.1 NITI AAYOG ON SUSTAINABLE DEVLOPMENT GOALS 

Why in News: NITI Aayog recently released the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India 

Index 2020-21. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 The SDGs were developed in the Post 2015 Development Agenda as the future global 

development framework to succeed the Millennium Development Agenda which ended in 

2015. 

 The SDGs are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to achieve a better and 

more sustainable future for all. 

 The SDGs were set up in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended to 

be achieved by the year 2030. 

 They are included in a UN Resolution called the 2030 Agenda (popularly known as Agenda 

2030). The Agenda covers economic, environmental and social aspects of the wellbeing of 

societies. 

 The resolution identifies specific targets for each goal, along with indicators that are being 

used to measure progress toward each target. 

SDG India Index 

 The NITI 

Aayog 

launched the 

SDG India 

index in 

2018 to monit

or the 

country’s 

progress on 

the SDG goals 

through data-

driven 

assessment. 

 It also 

intended 
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to develop a competitive spirit among the States and Union Territories in achieving them. 

It has also been successful as an advocacy tool to propagate the message of sustainability, 

resilience and partnerships as well. From covering 13 goals, 39 targets, and 62 indicators in the 

first edition in 2018-19, the third edition (current edition) of the index covers 17 goals, 70 

targets, and 115 indicators. 

Summary of SDG India Index 2020-21 

Key Findings 

 India has improved its overall SDG score by 6 points from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2021. 

 The improvement comes as a result of improvement in two key areas — clean water and 

sanitation and affordable and clean energy. 

 However, there has been a major decline in the areas of industry, innovation and 

infrastructure as well as decent work and economic growth. 

State wise rankings 

 Kerala retained its rank as the top state with a score of 75. Both Himachal Pradesh and 

Tamil Nadu took the second spot with a score of 74. 

 Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 79, followed by Delhi 

(68). 

 Tamil Nadu and Delhi have done well on improving per capita income of individuals. 

 Gujarat and Delhi have shown the best performance in the health sector, while Kerala and 

Chandigarh have done well in 

education. 

 Bihar (52 points), Jharkhand (56 

points) and Assam (57 points) are at 

the bottom of the index. 

Improvement in scores and rankings 

All States showed some improvement 

from the last edition’s scores. Mizoram, 

Haryana and Uttarakhand are the top 

gainers in terms of improvement in their 

rankings from 2019. 
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6.2 RESIDENTIAL EMISSIONS and PARTIULATE MATTER (2.5) 

Why in News: As per a recent study published in the journal Nature Communications, one-

fourth of air pollution-linked deaths in India are due to residential emissions. In residential 

emissions, solid bio-fuel combustion contributes to generation of Particulate Matter (PM2.5). 

Particulate Matter (PM) 

 Airborne particulate matter (PM) is not a single pollutant, but rather a mixture of many 

chemical elements. 

 It is a complex mixture of solids and aerosols composed of small droplets of liquid, dry solid 

fragments, and solid cores with liquid coatings. 

 It includes sulphates, nitrates, black carbon, particle-bound water, metals (cadmium, 

copper, nickel, zinc) and hydrocarbons. 

 In addition, biological components such as allergens (pollen, dust mites) and microbial  

compounds (fungi) are also PM. 

 PM may be either directly emitted from sources (primary particles) or formed in the 

atmosphere through chemical reactions of gases (secondary particles) such as sulfur dioxide 

(SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOX), and certain organic compounds. 

PM 2.5 and PM 10 

 Particles are defined by their diameter for air quality regulatory purposes. Those with 

a diameter of 10 microns or less (PM10). 

 Fine particulate matter is defined as particles that are 2.5 microns or less in 

diameter (PM2.5). 

 Both PM2.5 and PM10 can be inhaled, with some depositing throughout the airways, 

though the locations of particle deposition in the lung depend on particle size. 

 PM2.5 is more likely to travel into and deposit on the surface of the deeper parts of the 

lung, while PM10 is more likely to deposit on the surfaces of the larger airways of the upper 

region of the lung. 

Impact on health 

 Particles deposited on the lung surface can induce tissue damage, and lung inflammation. 

 For PM2.5, short-term exposures (up to 24-hours duration) have been associated with 

premature mortality, increased hospital admissions for heart or lung causes, acute and 
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chronic bronchitis, asthma attacks, emergency room visits, respiratory symptoms, and 

restricted activity days. 

 Long-term (months to years) exposure to PM2.5 has been linked to premature death, 

particularly in people who have chronic heart or lung diseases, and reduced lung function 

growth in children. 

 Short-term exposures to PM10 have been associated primarily with worsening of 

respiratory diseases, including asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 

leading to hospitalization and emergency department visits. 

 The effects of long-term exposure to PM10 are less clear, although several studies suggest a 

link between long-term PM10 exposure and respiratory mortality. 

Emission sources of PM10 and PM2.5 

PM10 includes dust from construction sites, landfills and agriculture, wildfires and waste 

burning, industrial sources, wind-blown dust from open lands, pollen and fragments of bacteria. 

On the other hand, PM2.5 includes emission from combustion of gasoline, oil, diesel fuel or 

wood. 

According to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards of the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB), the 24-hour average for PM10 is 100 microgram/cubic meter and 60 microgram/cubic 

meter for PM2.5. World Health Organization (WHO)’s annual average guideline for PM2.5 is 

10 microgram /cubic meter. 

News Updates 

 A study, published by Nature Communications, analysed the number of deaths which could 

be attributable to exposure to air pollution from specific sources in 2017 and 2019. 

 It identified 15 polluting sources with residential emissions from bio-fuel burning 

contributing to 25% of PM2.5 share, Industry (14.8%) and Energy (12.5%), etc. 

 The analysis underlined that 25% of attributable deaths in India in this period could have 

been avoided by eliminating solid fuel combustion, primarily used for residential heating 

and cooking. 

 As per the study, China and India together accounted for the largest total global ambient 

PM2.5 mortality burden. 

 Also, as per the study, over a million global deaths could have been avoided in 2017 by 

eliminating fossil-fuel combustion. 

Major emission sources of Residential pollution 

There are several sources of indoor air pollution. These include 
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 Smoke from fuel burned for heating and cooking 

 Smoke from tobacco, 

 Building materials (paints, varnishes, wood flooring, etc.), 

 Adhesives in furniture and electronics, broken CFLs and tube lights, 

 Excess moisture and overall outdoor air pollution. 

 Out of these sources, burning solid fuel for cooking is the leading source of indoor air 

pollution in India. 

 

6.3 NATURAL NESTING OF GHARIAL 

Why in News: Recently, Odisha has seen natural nesting of gharials (a critically endangered 

species), for the first time since they were introduced in its rivers in 1975. 

News Update 

 With the introduction of gharials in 1975, Odisha had become the only state to have all the 

three species of the reptile - freshwater gharials, muggers and saltwater crocodiles. 

 Most of the gharials introduced in Odisha earlier were first kept in the Nandankanan 

zoo before being released into the river. 

Gharial (Gavialisgangeticus) 

 known as the gavial or the fish-eating crocodile, Gharial is among the longest of all living 

crocodilians. 

 They have a distinct boss at the end of the snout, which resembles an earthenware pot 

known as a ghara, hence the name "gharial". 

 Gharials come to the shallow areas to lay eggs and they are well adapted to catching 

fish because of its long, thin snout and sharp, interlocking teeth. 
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Evolution: The gharial probably evolved in the northern Indian subcontinent. Fossil gharial 

remains were excavated in Pliocene deposits in the Shivalik Hills and the Narmada River valley. 

The oldest known depictions of the gharial are about 4,000 years old and were found in 

the Indus Valley. 

Current habitation: It currently inhabits rivers in the plains of the northern part of the Indian 

subcontinent. The wild gharial population has declined drastically since the 1930s, and is 

limited to only 2% of its historical range today. 

Threats 

 Loss of habitat because of sand mining and conversion to agriculture, depletion of fish 

resources and detrimental fishing methods (gharials caught in fishing nets are either killed 

or have their snouts cut off). 

 Though different from muggers and do not harm humans, many people mistake Gharials for 

crocodiles and kill them, considering them harmful. 

 Gharials are also weaker than crocodiles and muggers, and don’t survive a fight between 

them. 

 

6.4 DEEP OCEAN MISSION 

Why in News: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister, has 

approved the proposal of the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) on "Deep Ocean Mission". 

Deep Ocean Mission 

 Deep Ocean Mission was first proposed by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in 2017. 

 Objective: To explore deep ocean for resources and develop deep sea technologies for 

sustainable use of ocean resources. 

Six major components of the Deep Ocean Mission 

 Development of technologies for deep sea mining, and manned submersible 

 Development of ocean climate change advisory services 

 Technological innovations for exploration and conservation of deep-sea biodiversity 

 Deep ocean survey and exploration 

 Energy and freshwater from the ocean 

 Advanced marine station for ocean biology 
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 The International Seabed Authority (ISA) allots an ‘area’ for deep-sea mining. 

 India was the first country to receive the status of a ‘Pioneer Investor’ in 1987 and was 

given an area of about 1.5 lakh square km in the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by the 

ISA, for nodule exploration. 

 In 2002, India signed a contract with the ISA and after complete resource analysis of the 

seabed, 50% of the area was surrendered and the country retained an area of 75,000 

square km. 

 One of the main aims of the mission is to explore and extract Poly-metallic Nodules. These 

nodules are basically rocks scattered on the seabed containing iron, manganese, nickel and 

cobalt. 

 According to a release from the Ministry of Earth Sciences, the estimated poly-metallic 

nodule resource potential in this area is 380 million tones (MT).  

 These metals can be extracted and used in electronic devices, smart phones, batteries, solar 

panels, etc. Being able to lay hands on a fraction of these reserves can meet the energy 

requirement of India for the next 100 years. 

International Seabed Authority 

The International Seabed Authority (ISA) is an autonomous international organization 

established under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

Objective: To organize, regulate and control all mineral-related activities in the international 

seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 



 

75 | P a g e  
 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, also called the Law of the Sea 

Convention, is an international agreement that was adopted in 1982 to establish 

jurisdictional limits over the ocean areas. 

 It defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world's 

oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of 

marine natural resources. 

 It defines distance of 12 nautical miles (approx. 22 km) from the baseline as Territorial Sea 

limit and a distance of 200 nautical miles distance as Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) limit. 

 Exclusive Economic Zone is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights 

regarding the exploration and use of marine resources, including energy production from 

water and wind. 

 India became a signatory to the UNCLOS in 1982. 

 

As a part of the Deep Ocean Mission, Project Samudrayan proposes to send a submersible 

vehicle with three persons to a depth of about 6000 meters to carry out deep underwater 

studies. 

The indigenously developed vehicle is capable of crawling on the sea bed at a depth of six 

kilometer for 72 hours. The project is being implemented by the National Institute of Ocean 

Technology (NIOT). 
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SOCIAL ISSUES 

 
 Paper I: The articles in this section are relevant to the following topics: 

 

 Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

 Role of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their 

remedies.                        

 Effects of globalization on Indian society 

 Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

77 | P a g e  
 

 

7.1 AISHE REPORT 

Why in News: The Ministry of Education recently released the All Indian Survey of Higher 

Education (AISHE) report 2019-20. The AISHE report provides key performance indicators on 

the current status of higher education in the country. 

AISHE report 2019-20 

Highlights of the report: 

Overall, India has 1,043 universities, 42,343 colleges and 11,779 standalone institutions schools 

in the country. 

 
 

 College density, i.e. the number of colleges per lakh eligible population (population in the 

age-group 18-23 years) varies from 7 in Bihar to 59 in Karnataka, as compared to All India 

average of 30. 56% of the colleges are located in rural areas. 

 The number of universities has increased by 30.5% from 2015-16 to 2019-20 and 

the number of colleges has also increased by about 8.4% in the same period. 

 The number of Institutions of National importance has increased by 80% (from 75 in 2015 

to 135 in 2020). 

 The Total Number of Teachers in higher education was 15,03,156 and the Pupil Teacher 

Ratio in 2019-20 was 26. 

Enrolment numbers 
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Total enrolment in higher 

education was 85 crores in 2019-20 as 

compared to 3.74 crores in 2018-19, 

registering a growth of 11.36 lakh (3.04 %). 

Total enrolment was 3.42 crore in 2014-15. 

 Uttar Pradesh comes at number one 

with the highest student 

enrolment followed by Maharashtra 

and Tamil Nadu. 

 The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in 

higher education, which is calculated 

for 18-23 years of age group, has 

increased from 26.3% in 2018-19 to 

27.1% in 2019-20. GER was 24.3% in 

2014-15. 

 GER is a measure used to determine the 

percentage of students enrolled at 

different grade levels. 

Improvement in female enrolment 

 In the last five years from 2015-16 to 

2019-20, there has been a growth of 

11.4% in overall student enrolment. 

During the same period, the rise in female enrolment is 18.2%. 

 Further, the Gross Enrolment Ratio of females stands at 27.3%, which is better than the GER 

of males at 26.9%. 

 The Gender Parity Index (GPI) in higher education in 2019-20 is 1.01 against 1.00 in 2018-19. 

GPI is a socioeconomic index designed to measure the relative access to education of males 

and females. 

 The survey also found a very high increase of female participation at MA, M.Sc and M.Com 

levels during the last five years. 

However, it is in the professional and technical courses where female enrolment is significantly 

lower. 
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Course wise enrolment 

 Nearly 85% of the students (2.85 crore) were enrolled in the six major disciplines such as 

Humanities, Science, Commerce, Engineering & Technology, Medical Science and IT & 

Computer. 

 There has been a significant shift in the choice of the discipline of study, as in the last five 

years engineering and technology registered a negative growth (-13.4), while medical 

science enrolment has increased by 51.1% in the same period. 

 However, some professional programs such as MBA, MBBS, BEd and LLB continue to attract 

more students. 

 At the undergraduate level, the highest number (32.7%) of students are enrolled in 

Arts/Humanities/Social Sciences courses followed by Science (16%), Commerce (14.9%) and 

Engineering and Technology (12.6%). 

 The number of students pursuing PhD in 2019-20 increased to 2.03 lakh against 1.17 lakh in 

2014-15. 

 

7.2 CHILD LABOUR 

Why in News: The number of children in child labour has risen to 160 million worldwide, with 

millions more at risk due to the impacts of Covid-19 pandemic, according to a new report titled 

“Child Labour – Global Estimates 2020”. 

Child labour 

 The term “child labour” is often defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, 

their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to their physical and mental 

development. 

 Whether or not particular forms of “work” can be called “child labour” depends on the 

child’s age, the type and hours of work performed ad the conditions under which it is 

performed. This definition varies from country to country. 

Child Labour – Global Estimates 2020 Report 

 The report has been published by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and UNICEF 

(United Nations Children’s Fund) ahead of World Day against Child Labour on 12th June. 

 Both, ILO and UNICEF are co-custodians of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 

Goals’ (SDG) Target 8.7 to eliminate all forms of child labour by 2025. 

 Since 2000, the report is being published every four years to take stock of where the 

countries stand in the global effort to end child labour. 
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Major Findings of the report 

 As per the 2020 report, global 

progress against child labour has 

stalled for the first time and 

without urgent mitigation 

measures, the Covid-19 crisis is 

likely to push millions more 

children into child labour. 

 The report indicates that 160 

million children – 63 million 

girls and 97 million boys – were in 

child labour globally at the 

beginning of 2020, accounting for 

almost 1 in 10 of all children 

worldwide. 

 The number of children aged 5 to 17 years in hazardous work – defined as work that is likely 

to harm their health, safety or morals – has risen by 6.5 million to 79 million since 2016. 

 The agriculture sector accounts for 70 per cent of children in child labour (112 million) 

followed by 20 per cent in services (31.4 million) and 10 per cent in industry (16.5 million). 

 Child labour is more prevalent among boys than girls at every age. 

 The prevalence of child labour in rural areas (14 per cent) is close to three times higher than 

in urban areas (5 per cent). 

 The report warns that globally, 9 million additional children are at risk of being pushed into 

child labour by the end of 2022 as a result of the pandemic. 

Child Labour in India 

There are around 9 million children in India, engaged in work between the ages of 7 to 17 years 

old. 

Rural India has the highest percentage of child labour, accounting to 80% of the total burden in 

India. The highest number of child labourers work in Uttar Pradesh. Apart from industrial and 

agricultural tasks, many are made to work as maids, baby sitters by the privileged.  

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

 The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations agency. 
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 Founded in 1919, under the League of Nations, it is the first and oldest specialised agency of 

the UN. 

 Objective: To advance social and economic justice through setting international labour 

standards. 

 Unlike other UN specialized agencies, the ILO has a tripartite governing structure that brings 

together governments, employers, and workers of member states, to set labour standards, 

develop policies and devise program promoting decent work for all women and men. 

 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

 UNICEF, also known as the United Nations Children’s Fund, is a United Nations agency. 

 Objective: To provide humanitarian and developmental aid to children worldwide. 

 UNICEF is guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. 

 It relies entirely on voluntary contributions from governments and private donors. 

 UNICEF's programs emphasize developing community-level services to promote the health 

and well-being of children. 

7.3 SMART CITIES AWARD  

Why in News: In the recent Smart Cities Award 2020, released by the Ministry of Union Housing 

and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India, Indore and Surat were adjudged joint 

winners. 

Uttar Pradesh secured the first position in the state awards category, followed by Madhya 

Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

News Update 

 India Smart Cities Awards Contest (ISAC) was launched in 2018 to reward the cities, projects 

and innovative ideas promoting smart development in cities. 

 All the Smart Cities' Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) are eligible to submit their nominations. 

 The 2020 awards were announced on the occasion of the sixth anniversary of the Smart 

Cities Mission (SCM), the Atal Mission for Urban Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 

(AMRUT) and the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U). 

 The awards were given based on a range of themes like social aspects, governance, culture, 

urban environment, sanitation, economy, built environment, water and urban mobility. 

 This is the first time that states have also been awarded for the overall performance of 

smart cities. 
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 The ministry also announced joint winners under the COVID innovation category - Kalyan-

Dombivali and Varanasi. 

 Chandigarh bagged the award for union territories, while Indore won the "Innovative Idea 

Award". 

 Ahmedabad bagged the 'Smart Cities Leadership Award', followed by Varanasi and Ranchi in 

the second and third spots respectively. 

 The date also marked the 45 years of establishment of National Institute of Urban Affairs, 

an autonomous body of MoHUA, tasked to bridge the gap between research and practice 

on issues related to urbanization. 

Initiatives of Indian Government transforming Urban Areas 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U) 

 It is a flagship mission of Government of India being implemented by the MoHUA, 

launched on 25th June 2015. 

 Mission will be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) except for the 

component of credit linked subsidy scheme (CLSS) which will be implemented as 

a Central Sector Scheme. 

 It addresses urban housing shortage among the Economic Weaker Section (EWS) or 

Lower Income Group (LIG) and Middle-Income Group (MIG) categories including the 

slum dwellers. 

 It will ensure a pucca house to all eligible urban households by the year 2022, when 

Nation completes 75 years of its Independence. 

 Under PMAY (Urban), about 1.12 crore houses have so far been sanctioned for its 

beneficiaries, out of which more than 83 lakh houses are grounded and more than 50 

lakhs completed. 

Some initiatives under (PMAY-U) 

Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs): MoHUA has initiated ARHCs, a sub-scheme 

under PMAY-U, to provide ease of living to urban migrants or poor by giving access to dignified 

affordable rental housing close to their workplace. 

Global Housing Technology Challenge - India (GHTC-India): MoHUA has initiated the GHTC-

India which aims to identify and mainstream innovative construction technologies from across 

the globe for the housing construction sector that are sustainable, eco-friendly and disaster-

resilient. 
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CLSS Awas Portal (CLAP): It is a web-based monitoring system, a common platform where all 

stakeholders (MoHUA, Central Nodal Agencies, Primary Lending Institutions, Beneficiaries and 

Citizens) are integrated in a real time environment. 

The portal facilitates processing of applications along with tracking of subsidy status by 

beneficiaries. 

ANGIKAAR: It is a campaign for social change management initiated by ‘Housing for All’ (HFA) 

Mission in 2019. 

It has achieved the objective to build capacities of PMAY-U beneficiaries in adapting to change 

through door-to-door awareness on best practices. 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 

 It was launched (as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme) on 25th June, 2015 in 500 cities covering 

60% of the urban population. 

 All cities having population above 1 lakh are covered under the mission. 

 AMRUT has a reform agenda with focus on e-Governance, energy audit, credit rating of 

Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), efficient town planning, online building permission system and 

raising funds by floating municipal bonds by ULBs. 

 Around 105 lakh household tap water connections and 78 lakh sewer connections have so 

far been provided under AMRUT and in convergence with other schemes 

Smart Cities Mission (SCM) 

 It was launched (as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme) on 25 June, 2015, with the objective to 

promote cities that provide core infrastructure, clean and sustainable environment. 

 100 cities have been selected to be developed as Smart Cities through a two-stage 

competition. 

 It will ensure a decent quality of life to their citizens through the application of ‘smart 

solutions’. 

 It aims to drive economic growth and improve quality of life through comprehensive work 

on social, economic, physical and institutional pillars of the city. 

 The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development by creation of replicable models 

which act as lighthouses to other aspiring cities. 
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    MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 FATF 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), after its latest plenary meeting, said that Pakistan will 

continue to remain on 'increased monitoring' list or 'Grey List'. 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

 The Financial Action Task Force is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on 

the initiative of the G7 to develop policies to combat money laundering. 

 In 2001 its mandate expanded to include terrorism financing. 

 It is also termed as "international terror financing watchdog". 

 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. 

Members 

 Currently, FATF consists of 39 members, including 

 37 member jurisdictions with voting powers 

 Two regional organisations - the European Commission and the Gulf Co-operation 

Council 

India is a member, as well as important countries like China, US, UK, France, Germany, Russia 

and Saudi Arabia. 

 SCO 

India’s National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval proposed an action plan against Pakistan-

based terror groups Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) as part of Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) framework. 

 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is a permanent intergovernmental international 

organisation, established in 2001. 

 It is built on the foundation laid by the ”Shanghai Five” grouping of Russia, China, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 

 The five countries had come together to work on regional security, reduction of border 

troops, and terrorism in the post-Soviet era in 1996. 



 

85 | P a g e  
 

 In 2001, the “Shanghai Five” inducted Uzbekistan into the group and named it the SCO, 

outlining its principles in a charter that promoted what was called the “Shanghai spirit” of 

cooperation. 

Objectives 

 To promote effective cooperation in politics, trade & economy, research & technology and 

culture 

 To enhance ties in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, etc. 

 To maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region 

 To establish a democratic, fair and rational new international political & economic order 

Organisational Structure 

 The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO, it meets 

once a year. 

 The Council of Heads of Government is the second-highest council in the organisation. 

 The Council of Foreign Ministers holds regular meetings, where they discuss the current 

international situation. 

 Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), based in Tashkent, is established to combat 

terrorism, separatism and extremism. 

Member Countries 

 member states: China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan 

 India and Pakistan became full members at the Heads of State Council meet in Astana in 

2017. 

 4 Observer members: Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, Mongolia 

 6 Dialogue partners: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Turkey 

News Summary 

 Tajikistan, the current President of the SCO, hosted the meeting of the top National Security 

Officials of the eight-nation grouping on June 23 and 24. 

 At the SCO NSA meeting in Dushanbe (capital of Tajikistan), India’s NSA Ajit Doval urged the 

SCO to bring action plan against Pakistan-based terror outfits Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) as part of the SCO Framework. 

 He emphasised on the need for full implementation of United Nations resolutions and 

targeted sanctions against designated terrorist individuals and entities. 
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 This was in reference to the absence of action by Pakistan against LeT chief Hafiz Saeed and 

JeM chief Masood Azhar. 

SCO - Afghanistan Contact Group 

The Contact Group between SCO and Afghanistan was established in 2005 to establish 

cooperation between SCO and Afghanistan on issues of mutual interests. The Contact Group 

conducts its activity in the form of consultations, which are held by mutual agreement. 

 PM Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PM FME) Scheme 

The Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme 

recently completed a year. 

PM Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PM FME) Scheme 

 The PM FME scheme is a centrally sponsored scheme launched by the Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MoFPI). 

 It was launched last year under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package. 

 It aims to enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises in the 

unorganized segment of the food processing industry and promote formalization of the 

sector. 

Objectives of PMFME 

 Provide support to Farmer Producer Organizations, Self Help Groups (SHGs), and Producers 

Cooperatives along their entire value chain. 

 Increase access to credit 

 Increase access to common services like common processing facility, laboratories, storage, 

packaging, marketing and incubation services. 

 Strengthening of institutions, research and training in the food processing sector. 

 Increased access to professional and technical support for enterprises. 

 Enhanced compliance with food quality and safety standards. 

Funding 

The scheme has proposed an outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore over a period of five years from 2020-

21 to 2024-25. The expenditure under the scheme would be shared as follows: 

 60:40 ratio between Central and State Governments; 

 90:10 ratio between Centre and North Eastern and Himalayan States; 
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 60:40 ratio between Centre and Union Territories (UTs) with a legislature and 

 100% by the Centre for other UTs. 

 

 Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 

On the occasion of International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (June 26), the 

Prime minister of India praised all those fighting the country's war against drug abuse. 

International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 

Every year June 26 is observed as International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 

or World Drug Day to create awareness about issues related to drugs and seek international 

cooperation to combat its effects on health, society and governance. 

Theme 2021: Share Facts on Drugs, Save Lives. 

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the motive behind the 

theme is to combat misinformation by sharing real facts on drugs - from health risks and 

solutions to evidence-based prevention, treatment and care. 

History: The day June 26 was chosen (on December 7, 1987) by a UN General Assembly 

resolution, to make international society free of drug abuse. 

Significance: World Drug Day is a day to share research findings, evidence-based data and life-

saving facts and to continue tapping into a shared spirit of solidarity. 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

 It is a United Nations office, established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime 

Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) 

and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United Nations Office 

at Vienna. It was renamed as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2002. 

 The agency's focus is the trafficking in and abuse of illicit drugs, crime prevention and 

criminal justice, international terrorism and political corruption. 

 It is a member of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG). UNDG is a consortium of 

36 United Nations funds, programs, specialized agencies, departments and offices that play 

a role in development. 

 (NOTE: KINDLY FOLLOW WEEKLY UPDATES TOO ALONG THIS MAGAZINE) 


