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18th -24th OCT Weekly Compilation 

(The Hindu+ Indian Express + PIB + Other World Wide News) 

 

 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY                                           (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: The International Energy Agency (IEA) has invited India, the world’s third-largest 

energy consumer, to become its full-time member. Currently, India is an associate member of 

IEA. If India accepts the proposal of IEA, then India needs to raise its strategic oil reserves to 90 

days requirement. India’s current strategic oil reserves equal 9.5 days of its requirement. 

International Energy Agency 

 IEA was founded in 1974 by industrialised countries: within the framework of 

the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in response to the oil 

embargo. 

 Membership and Eligibility: IEA is made up of 30 member countries and eight associate 

nations.  

Criteria for IEA Membership 

A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the OECD. In addition, it 

must demonstrate several requirements. These are: 

 Firstly, Crude oil and/or product reserves equivalent to 90 days of the previous year’s 

net imports, to which the government has immediate access (even if it does not own 

them directly) and could be used to address disruptions to global oil supply, 

 Secondly, a demand restraint program to reduce national oil consumption by up to 10%, 

 Thirdly, Legislation and organisation to operate the Coordinated Emergency Response 

Measures (CERM) on a national basis, 

 Fourthly, Legislation and measures to ensure that all oil companies under its jurisdiction 

report information upon request, 

 Lastly, measures are in place to ensure the capability of contributing its share of an IEA 

collective action.  

 

  CLIMATE TRANSPARENCY REPORT 2021                                   (Source: Express) 
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Why in News: The Climate Transparency Report 2021 has been released. 

Climate Transparency Report 

 The Climate Transparency Report is the world’s most comprehensive annual review of G20 

countries’ climate action and their transition to a net-zero emissions economy. 

 The report has been developed by experts from 16 partner organisations from the majority 

of the G20 countries. 

Key findings of the Climate Transparency report 

G20 Contribution in Global Emissions 

The G20 group is responsible for around 75% of global emissions. However, energy-related CO2 

emissions have decreased by 6% across the G20 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. But the report 

has projected that the CO2 will go up by 4% across the G20 group in 2021. 

Growth of Renewable Sector 

The report points to some positive developments, including the growth of solar and wind 

energy in richer countries, with record amounts of new capacity installed across the G20 in 

2020. Renewable now supply around 12% of power, compared to 10% in 2020. 

Further, the report also notes that apart from the UK, G20 members have neither short-term 

nor long-term strategies for achieving 100% renewable in the power sector by 2050. 

Coal in Demand 

Consumption of Coal is projected to rise by nearly 5% in 2021 while consumption of gas has 

increased by 12% from 2015-2020.  

The increase in coal consumption will be driven primarily by China (accounting for 61% of the 

growth), the US (18%) and India (17%). China is currently the largest global producer and 

consumer of coal. 

Net-zero targets 

By August 2021, 14 G20 members had announced net-zero targets by mid-century, covering 

61% of global GHG emissions. If fully implemented, these targets would go a long way to 

limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 °C.  

 GEOSPATIAL ENERGY MAP OF INDIA                                            (Source: Express)  
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Why in News: NITI Aayog has launched the Geospatial Energy Map of India. 

Geospatial Energy Map of India 

Developed by: NITI Aayog in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 

Objective 

 Firstly, to provide a holistic picture of all energy resources of the country. This will enable 

visualization of energy installations such as conventional power plants, oil and gas wells, 

petroleum refineries, coal fields and coal blocks, etc. Further, it will visualise district-wise 

data on renewable energy power plants and renewable energy resource potential. 

 Secondly, to attempt to identify and locate all primary and secondary sources of energy and 

their transportation/ transmission networks to provide a comprehensive view of energy 

production and distribution in a country. 

Significance 

The Geospatial Energy Map of India will be useful in planning and making investment decisions. 

It will also aid in disaster management using available energy assets. 

 EARTH SHOT PRICE                                                                                                    (TOI)  

Why in News: Delhi-based company Takachar is one among five winners of the first-ever Earth 

shot Prize, also called “Eco Oscar”. They won the prize in the “Clean Our Air” category for their 

technology to create fuel, fertilizer and other speciality chemicals from agricultural waste. 

Earth shot Prize 

Earthshot Prize is also called the “Eco Oscars”. It is an award set up by Prince William and the 

Royal Foundation. 

Objective: To honour five finalists between 2021 and 2030 for developing solutions to fight the 

climate crisis. 

The prize is inspired by US President John F Kennedy’s “Moonshot” program, which resulted in 

the US Apollo lunar launches and the first man setting foot on the Moon in 1969. 

Categories: The year 2021 was the first year when awards were handed out to five finalists for 

their contributions towards the five UN Sustainable Development Goals: restoration and 

protection of nature, air cleanliness, ocean revival, waste-free living and climate action. 
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Prize Money: The winner will receive prize money of £1 million. Each winner will also receive a 

global platform and prestigious profile, with their stories being showcased over the decade with 

the ambition that their solutions lead to mass adoption, replication and scaling. 

 SEER WATER SUPPLY and MARTAND SUN TEMPLE                           (The Hindu)  

Why in News: The Union Commerce and Industry Minister has inaugurated a 250 mm seer 

water supply scheme in Kashmir. He also visited the Martand Sun Temple in Kashmir. 

Seer Water Supply Scheme 

The scheme aims to benefit around 10000 people in Kashmir and will be completed under the 

ambit of Jal Jeevan Mission within three months.  

Martand Sun Temple 

Martand Sun Temple also known as 

Pandou Laidan is a Hindu temple 

dedicated to Surya (the chief solar 

deity in Hinduism). The temple is 

located in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Martand is another Sanskrit synonym 

for Surya. 

The temple is one of the earliest 

known sun temples, much older 

than Konark and Modhera. The temple 

was built by the third ruler of 

the Karkota Dynasty, Lalitaditya Muktapida, in the 8th century CE.  

The temple was built on top of a plateau from where one can view the whole of the Kashmir 

Valley.  

However, the temple is now in ruins, as it was destroyed by the orders of Muslim ruler Sikandar 

Shah Miri. But from the ruins and related archaeological findings, it can be said that the temple 

was an excellent specimen of Kashmiri architecture, which had blended 

the Gandharan, Gupta and Chinese forms of architecture. Moreover, the Archaeological Survey 

of India has also declared the Martand Sun Temple as a site of national importance in Jammu 

and Kashmir. 



 

5 
 

 MICRO SNAIL SPECIES                                                                                    (The Hindu) 

Why in News: Researchers have recently discovered a micro snail species named Georissa 

mawsmaiensis from Mawsmai, a limestone cave in Meghalaya. 

This is significant as the last discovery of the same genus was made in 1851. The species was 

named as Georissa saritta. It was collected and described from the Musmai (Mawsmai today) 

valley near Cherrapunjee by WH Benson. 

Georissa 

Georissa is a genus of minute land snails. They 

are widely distributed across and reported 

from Africa, Asia, and the Pacific.  

However, they are confined to microhabitats 

consisting of limestone caves or karst landscapes 

formed by the dissolution of limestone. 

They are also found in soil or subterranean 

habitats in lowland tropical forests as well as high 

altitude evergreen forests or on rock surface rich 

in calcium. 

Mawsmai cave 

Mawsmai cave is situated in the small village of 

Mawsmai, around four kilometres 

from Cherrapunjee (Sohra) in the East Khasi Hills 

district of Meghalaya.  

The term ‘Mawsmai’ means ‘Oath Stone’ in the 

Khasi language. The Khasi people use the local 

term ‘Krem’ for the cave. 

The cave is located at an altitude of 1,195 metres 

above sea level and is indirectly influenced by the 

streams of the Kynshi river originating from 

the East Khasi Hills. 
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 INNOVATIONS FOR YOU                                                           (Source: The Hindu) 

Why in News: NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has launched – “Innovations for You”. 

About Innovations for You  

 Innovations for You is a digital book that aims to showcase the success stories of Atal 

Innovation Mission’s Startups in different domains.  

 These startups have worked to create new, disruptive and innovative products, services 

and solutions that can pave a path for a sustainable future. 

Atal Innovation Mission and its Initiatives 

 Atal innovation mission (AIM): It was set up by NITI Aayog in 2016 to promote a culture of 

innovation and entrepreneurship by creating institutions and programs that enhance 

innovation in schools, colleges, and entrepreneurs in general. 

 Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL): It aims to foster curiosity, creativity and imagination in young 

minds and inculcate skills such as design mindset, computational thinking, adaptive 

learning, physical computing among others. 

 Atal Incubation Centres (AICs): These centers have been established at universities, 

institutions and corporates to foster and support world-class innovation, dynamic 

entrepreneurs who want to build scalable and sustainable enterprises. 

 Atal New India Challenge: It is an initiative aimed at supporting innovators to create 

products/solutions based on advanced technologies in areas of national importance and 

social relevance through a grant-based mechanism. 

 Atal Community Innovation Centers: They have been launched to encourage a spirit of 

entrepreneurship in the underserved/ unserved regions of India by providing enabling 

infrastructure and facilitating an environment for innovation. 

 Atma Nirbhar Bharat ARISE-ANIC program: It is a national initiative to promote research & 

innovation and increase the competitiveness of Indian startups and MSMEs. 


