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Impact of Stagflation on Markets                                                     (Source: The Hindu) 
 
What is the issue? 
Authorities worldwide are trying to formulate appropriate set of policies to ensure that the 
current inflation is cooled without triggering a recession. 
What is stagflation? 

• Stagflation is characterized by slow economic growth and relatively high unemployment 
(economic stagnation) and at the same time accompanied by rising prices (inflation). 

• Stagflation was first recognized during the 1970s when many developed economies 
experienced rapid inflation and high unemployment as a result of an oil shock. 

• Stagflation led to the emergence of the Misery Index which is the simple sum of the 
inflation rate and unemployment rate. 

• The Phillips curve states that inflation and unemployment have an inverse relationship. 
 



 
What has sparked the latest concerns about stagflation? 

• Covid-19- The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and the curbs imposed to contain the 
spread of the virus caused the major recent economic slowdown worldwide. 

• Fiscal and monetary measures- The measures taken to address the downturn, including 
substantial increases in liquidity in most of the advanced economies fuelled upsurge in 
inflation. 

• Ukraine war- The ongoing war in Ukraine following Russia’s invasion and the consequent 
Western sanctions on Moscow has caused a fresh supply shock. 

 
What lies ahead? 

• We’ve been hit by historically large inflationary shocks since the pandemic. 
• There’s a need to look the economy that’s coming out the other side to find price stability. 

 
 

India’s marine exports                                                                                    (Source: PIB) 
 
Context: 

• Statement by the Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal at 
the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Kochi. 

 
Details: 

• The Minister highlighted India’s aims to double the marine product exports to Rs. One 
lakh crore from the present above Rs. 50,000 crore within the next five years. 

• Another major aspect would be the emphasis on sustainable fishing, ensuring quality and 
variety, promotion of coastal shipping and aquaculture, and supporting the entire 
fisheries ecosystem. In this respect, it becomes extremely important to educate, assist 
and encourage fishermen to follow sustainable measures in fishing and also to preserve 
the quality of the catch so that it will fetch better returns. 

• The Minister highlighted the government’s efforts to finalize more Free Trade 
Agreements with countries such as the UK, the EU and Canada. India has already finalized 
FTAs with UAE and Australia. This would provide the necessary market access and new 
opportunities for the country’s exporters including fishermen. 

• Efforts are also on to transform India into a seafood processing hub in the near future 
through supportive policies. 

 

GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS                                                                          (Source: The Hindu) 
 
Context: 
Global food prices are on the rise. 

 



 
• Ukraine and its allies accuse Russia of weaponising food, saying that its blockade of 

Ukraine’s Black Sea ports is the primary reason for the rising prices, while Moscow has 
blamed Western sanctions for the crisis. 

• Before the Russian invasion of Ukraine started, Ukraine had the capacity to export up to 
six million tonnes of wheat, barley and maize a month, mainly through its ports in the 
Black Sea/Sea of Azov.  

• Now, several Ukrainian port cities are under Russian control and have thus brought 
exports from Ukraine to a grinding halt. 

• While Russia’s food and fertilizer sectors are not directly targeted by western sanctions, 
the sanctions on its financial sector, which makes payments difficult for Russia, has 
complicated its exports, including foodgrains. 

• Both the UN and Turkey have initiated talks with Russia to find a solution to resume 
exporting both Ukrainian and Russian grain, but no breakthrough has been achieved so 
far. Russia and Ukraine together account for more than a quarter of the world’s wheat 
supplies.  

  

 
  
  
How serious is the food crisis? 

• Many countries were facing growing food insecurity even before Russia’s war. 



 
• Climate shocks, conflicts and the COVID-19 pandemic had disrupted supply chains, 

pumping up prices of both commodities and crops. 
• The war in Ukraine has aggravated this situation. 
• As of June 1, 2022, the Agricultural Price Index was 40% higher compared to January 2021, 

according to the World Bank. 
• Maize and wheat prices rose 42% and 60%, respectively, from the levels of January 2021. 
• Global food, fuel and fertilizer prices are projected to be sharply higher this year and will 

remain elevated into 2024, the Bank estimates. 
  
How important are Russia and Ukraine for global food security? 

• Russia and Ukraine together account for more than a quarter of the world's wheat 
supplies. 

• Wheat is a staple food for at least 35% of the world’s population, as per the estimates of 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

• Besides wheat, Ukraine is the world’s eighth-largest producer and fourth-largest 
exporter of corn, accounting for 16% of global exports. 

• Furthermore, Ukraine, which produces up to 46% of sunflower seed and safflower oil is 
the world’s largest exporter of sunflower oil. So, the war and the sanctions have clearly 
hit the world’s bread basket region, adding pressure on food prices. 

  
Way Forward: 

• Russia has suggested that it would resume exports from the ports on the Sea of Azov 
that it controls (Mariupol and Berdyansk) and that it would open a corridor for 
commercial vessels in the Black Sea if Ukraine demines the ports it controls. 

• Ukraine has little good options to ship its grains out of the country if its ports remain 
blockaded. One option is to transfer the grains overland to the Baltic states, either 
through Poland or Belarus, and then ship them out from the Baltic Sea ports. 

• The only practical solution to take Ukrainian grains to the global markets is to open the 
Black Sea routes. 

• And to ease the pressure on global food items, Russia will also have to step up exports of 
both grains and fertilizers. For this, Kyiv and its allies may have to strike a deal with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

 
 
 

Revenue Deficit Grants                                                                                    (Source: PIB) 
 
Context: 

• The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance has recently released the 3rd 
monthly instalment of Post Devolution Revenue Deficit (PDRD) Grant to 14 States. 

 



 
Details: 

• The grants are released to the States to meet the gap in Revenue Accounts of the States 
post-devolution. 

• The Revenue Deficit grants are released based on the recommendations of the Finance 
Commission which analyses the gap between the assessment of revenue and expenditure 
of the State after considering the assessed devolution. 

• The Post Devolution Revenue Deficit Grants are provided to the States under Article 275 
of the Constitution.  

• The Fifteenth Finance Commission has recommended Post Devolution Revenue Deficit 
Grant to 14 States for the financial year 2022-23. The states include Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura, Uttarakhand and West Bengal. 

 
 

KHEER BHAWANI TEMPLE                                                            (Source: The Hindu) 

 
Context: 
Kashmiri Hindus, locally known as Pandits, will celebrate the Zyestha Ashtami at the Mata 
Kheerbhawani temple at Tulmulla in central Kashmir’s Ganderbal. 
  
About: 

• The temple is dedicated to the goddess Ragnya Devi. 
• Situated 30 km from Srinagar city, it is one of the most sacred pilgrimage sites for Kashmiri 

Hindus. 
• The temple gets its name from kheer, or milk and rice pudding, that pilgrims pour into 

the spring inside the temple complex as an offering to the goddess. 
• Legend has it that the water of the temple’s spring changes colour from white to red and 

black. The colour of the water is said to predict the impending future. If it changes to 
black, it is seen as inauspicious or an impending disaster. 

• Kashmiri Pandits say that the water had turned black before they were forced to flee 
Kashmir during the militancy of 1990. 

• Every year, a mela or festival is held at the temple. The festival, known as Mela 
Kheerbhawani, is the largest gathering of Hindus in Kashmir after the annual Amarnath 
Yatra. 

• Maharaja Pratap Singh built this temple in 1912, which was later renovated by Maharaja 
Hari Singh. 

• The shrine has a hexagonal spring and a small marble shrine where the goddess' idol is 
installed. 

• According to legends, Lord Rama worshipped the goddess during his exile. He expressed 
his desire of shifting the holy seat to Shadipora, which was fulfilled by Lord Hanuman. The 



 
temple was shifted to its present site after the goddess appeared in the dream of a local 
pundit named Rugnath Gadroo. 

 
STATE FOOD SAFETY INDEX                                                                           (Source: PIB) 

 
Context - The Union Health Minister has released the 4th State Food Safety Index. 
  
Details 

• The Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare has released the 4th State Food 
Safety Index (SFSI) of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

• The index measures the Food Safety performance of Indian States. 
• The index aims to create a competitive food safety ecosystem in the country. 
• The index will help in ensuring safe and nutritious food for our citizens. 

                                                  
Key Point of the Index 

• Among the larger states, Tamil Nadu topped the Index, followed by Gujarat and 
Maharashtra. 

• Among the smaller States, Goa stood first, followed by Manipur and Sikkim. 
• Among the Union Territories, Jammu and Kashmir are at the top followed by Delhi and 

Chandigarh. 
  
Food Safety Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

• The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act of 2006. 
• It is a statutory body that works under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
• It is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and 

supervision of food 
 

• Power and Responsibilities of FSSAI; 
o It Formulates the Regulations to lay down food safety standards. 
o It prepares guidelines for the accreditation of laboratories for food testing. 
o It provides scientific advice and technical support to the Government. 
o Collecting data regarding food consumption, contamination, emerging risks, etc. 
o Promoting awareness about food safety and nutrition in India. 
o Lay down science-based standards for articles on food. 
o Regulate the manufacture, storage, distribution, import, and sale of food. 
o To promote food safety. 

 
• The Chairman of FSSAI is appointed by the Central Government. 
• The FSSAI has its headquarters in New Delhi. 



 
• The authority also has 6 regional offices located in Delhi, Guwahati, Mumbai, Kolkata, 

Cochin, and Chennai. 

 
QS World University Rankings 2023                                        (Sources: Indian Express) 
 
Context: 
Leading global higher education analysts QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) has released the 19th 
edition of one of the most-consulted international university rankings. 

• It is the only international ranking to have received the approval of International 
Ranking Expert Group (IREG). 

  
How are institutions ranked? 
QS uses six indicators to compile the ranking: Academic reputation (AR), employer reputation 
(ER), citations per faculty (CPF), faculty/student ratio, international faculty ratio and international 
student ratio. 
  
Performance of Indian Institutions: 

• The latest edition features 41 Indian universities, of which 12 improved their positions, 
12 remained stable, 10 declined and seven are new entries. 

• The IISc ranks 155th globally, and is the global leader in the citations per faculty (CpF) 
indicator, which QS uses to evaluate the impact of the research produced by universities. 

• The IISc is the fastest rising South Asian university among the top-200 universities in the 
QS rankings, having climbed 31 places year on year. 

• The IIT Bombay, which was the top Indian university in QS World University Rankings of 
the previous edition, is the second best Indian institution this time and climbed five places 
globally to reach the 172 rank. 

• The third best Indian university is the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IITD), followed 
by IIT Madras and IIT Kanpur. 

• Jindal Global University is the top-ranked private institute in India. 
 

Par Tapi Narmada project                                                            (Sources: Indian Express) 
  
Context: 
PM Modi is all set to inaugurate the Astol project that will provide tap water to 4.50 lakh people 
living in 174 tribal villages and 1,028 hamlets on the hills of Valsad district in Gujarat. 
This is significant as the tribes in the area have been protesting against the central 
government’s Par-Tapi-Narmada River link project. 
  
Background: 



 
Par-Tapi-Narmada River link project in south Gujarat was scrapped after strong protests by tribal 
communities of the three districts in the region. 
  
About the Project: 
Envisioned under the 1980 National Perspective Plan. 
The project proposes to transfer river water from the surplus regions of the Western Ghats to 
the deficit regions of Saurashtra and Kutch. 
  
It proposes to link three rivers: 

1. Par, originating from Nashik in Maharashtra and flowing through Valsad. 
2. Tapi from Saputara that flows through Maharashtra and Surat in Gujarat. 
3. Narmada originating in Madhya Pradesh and flowing through Maharashtra and Bharuch 

and Narmada districts in Gujarat. 
  
Benefits: 
The surplus water proposed to be diverted through the estimated Rs 10,211 crore Par-Tapi-
Narmada link project is expected to irrigate an area of 2,32,175 hectares, of which 61,190 ha is 
en route to the link canal. 
  
Why is this project being opposed? 
According to a report by the NWDA, about 6065 ha of land area will be submerged due to the 
proposed reservoirs. 

• A total of 61 villages will be affected, of which one will be fully submerged and the 
remaining 60 partly. 

• The total number of affected families would be 2,509 of which 98 families would be 
affected due to the creation of the Jheri reservoir, the only one in Maharashtra, spread 
over six villages. 

• In Gujarat, around 2000 families will be affected by the project. The districts where the 
project will be implemented are largely dominated, by tribals who fear displacement. 

 
 

RAJYA SABHA ELECTION                                                                          (Source: livemint) 
 
In News 

• Recently the Rajya Sabha election was held for 57 seats. 
• 41 out of 57 candidates have been elected unopposed in the Rajya Sabha election. 

o On 10th June, Election was conducted for the 16 remaining seats. 
  
About Rajya Sabha 

• Rajya Sabha was 1st Constituted in 1952. 



 
• In 1954, Rajya Sabha announced that the Council of States would be Called ‘Rajya 

Sabha’. 
• Radhakrishnan was appointed as 1st Chairman. 
• Maximum Strength: 250, of which 238 are to be elected and 12 are to be nominated by 

the President. 
• Present Strength: 245, of which 233 are elected and 12 are nominated. 

o 4 members are elected from UTs (3 from Delhi and 1 from Puducherry). Other 
Union territories are not represented. 

• Not subject to dissolution, one-third of its members retire every 2nd year. 
• 6 years Tenures, but a member elected in a bye-election Serves for the remainder of the 

term. 
• The vice-President is the ex officio Chairman, elected by members of both Houses of 

Parliament in accordance with the System of proportional representation by means of a 
Single transferable vote, 5 years tenure. 

o Deputy Chairman is elected by members of Rajya Sabha from amongst its 
members. 

• Normally, Prime Minister nominates a Minister who is a member of Rajya Sabha as Leader 
of the House, but if Prime Minister himself is a member of Rajya Sabha, he will act as 
Leader of the House. 

• Secretary-General in Rajya Sabha: Appointed by Chairman and holds a rank equivalent 
to Cabinet Secretary, Assists Presiding Officers by giving them advice and expert opinion. 

  
Members of Rajya Sabha 

• Members are elected by the elected members of Assemblies of States and UTs in 
accordance with the System of proportional representation by means of the Single 
transferable vote. 

o 12 members are nominated by President from amongst persons having special 
knowledge or practical experience in literature, science, art and Social Service. 

• Rajya Sabha members can vote in the election of Vice-President but are not allowed to 
vote in the election of President. 

• A Minister who is a Member of Lok Sabha has the right to speak in and takes part in the 
proceedings of Rajya Sabha but has no right to vote in Rajya Sabha and vice versa. 

• Under Article 105, Members enjoy certain powers and privileges. 
• If any question arises about disqualification, it is referred to the decision of the President 

and his decision is final. 
o Before giving any decision on any such question, President obtains the opinion of 

the Election Commission and acts according to such opinion. 
• If any question arises about disqualification under the 10th Schedule, the question is 

referred to Chairman and his decision is final. 
  
Special powers of Rajya Sabha 



 
• Empower Parliament to make laws in respect of any matter enumerated in the State List 

in the national interest by adopting a resolution to this effect (Article 249). 
• Creation of All India Services (Article 312). 
• Approving Proclamations (issued under article 352 or article 356 or article 360). 
• In legislative matters, Rajya Sabha enjoys almost equal powers with Lok Sabha, except in 

the case of Money Bills. 
• Joint Sitting of the Houses for resolving the deadlock between the two Houses, except in 

Case of Money Bill and Constitution Amendment Bill, Till now only 3 joint Sitting. 
  
Working of Rajya Sabha 

• There are 24 Department-related Standing Committees (DRSCs), and 8 of them function 
under the Chairman of Rajya Sabha, while 16 Committees function under the Speaker of 
Lok Sabha. 

• Chairman of Rajya Sabha is the Chairman of the Business Advisory Committee, General 
Purposes Committee and Committee on Rules. 

• The Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha is the Chairman of the Committee of Privileges. 
• Chairman has a Casting vote in the case of an equality of votes. 
• To ask a question in Rajya Sabha, Member has to give notice for at least 15 days. 

o Starred Question requires oral answers and Un-starred Question requires written 
answers. 

• 4 methods of voting are adopted: Voice vote, Counting, Division by automatic vote 
recorder and Division by going into the Lobbies. 

 

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF)                (Source: The Hindu) 
 
Context: India needs to be cautious and have clarity on the U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework for Prosperity 

• Recently in Quad Summit, United States announced the establishment of Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) with other partner countries 

• Within days of its launch, IPEF expanded its membership to the Pacific Island states, 
with Fiji joining the initiative. 

• At its launch, the IPEF was proposed as an elaborate framework of rules covering four 
pillars, namely, fair and resilient trade, supply chain resiliency, clean energy 
decarbonisation, and tax and anti-corruption. 

 
Areas of Concern 
On IPRs 

• Under the “fair and resilient trade” pillar, the initiative aims to develop high-standard, 
worker-centered commitments covering labour rights, the environment and climate etc 



 
• Notable exclusion from this list is intellectual property rights (IPRs) that have 

generally been at the heart of the U.S.’ economic engagements with its partner 
countries. 

 
Import tariffs 

• The primary objective of the IPEF is to ensure a high degree of regulatory coherence and 
to make market access contingent upon realisation of regulatory standards. 

• The standards and regulations in most developed countries often create discriminatory 
barriers to trade and overcoming these barriers is usually beyond the capacities, both 
institutional and otherwise, of lesser developed countries. 

 
Labour rights and the environment and climate change 

• Labour rights and the environment and climate change are included in IPEF 
• WTO members had arrived at a consensus that the internationally recognized core 

labour standards of the ILO should be used to deal with issues pertaining to labour rights. 
• The UNFCCC had cautioned that measures taken to combat climate change, including 

unilateral ones, should not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination 
or a disguised restriction on international trade. 

• The IPEF could threaten abrogation of these decisions at the WTO and the UNFCCC. 
 
Data portability 

• Control over data, the driver of the digital economy, will increasingly determine the 
dynamics of economies, and hence the issue of data portability assumes critical 
importance 

 
For India to watch 

• On this issue of data localisation, the Government of India has not yet taken a clear 
position. 

• In 2019 in the Draft National e-Commerce Policy, wherein it had backed restrictions on 
cross-border data flows. The key challenge for India is to sustain this diametrically 
opposite view to an uncompromising position of the U.S. on data localisation. 

• India should also be wary of emphasis that is being given to strengthening labour rights 
in the on-going discussions on the IPEF 

 
Way Forward 

• Establishing Common Standards: Such standards will cover labour rights, environmental 
standards, protection of intellectual property rights. 

• Addressing Tech-related Issues: Clear framework on Data flow 
• Balancing Self-Reliance and Globalisation: India has always expressed its desire to attract 

foreign investment and become part of global supply chains, it is time to utilize the 
opportunities provided under IPEF with carefully framed policies. 



 
Manas National Park                                                                           (Source: The Hindu) 
 
In News: Assam rhino estimation 
Manas National Park – Stats 

• The current rhino population in the park was estimated at 40 
• The park’s rhinos have a male-female sex ratio of 1:1, arrived at without considering 10 

calves and five sub-adults 
• The one-horned rhinos in Manas National Park, have an age structure pyramid, indicating 

higher life expectancy and significant growth in the population. 
• There is no wider representation of calves and sub-adults to sustain the population 

structure 
• Population pyramid for calves is clearly an indicative of a low birth rate, but is also 

suggestive of a lower death rate, which means that there is higher life expectancy 
• But such a population may suffer losses if not supplemented through translocations, the 

report warned. 
• A suitable strategy to bring in more rhinos from other rhino-bearing areas is required so 

as to have a wider representation of calves and sub-adults over time, the report stated 
 
Counting limitations 

• “Total count” or direct count method adopted for the population estimation in Manas 
has a few limitations. 

• A total count is generally used when a single species is targeted to be counted in a well-
defined, specific area. 

• This method assumes the detection probability to be one, which means that each and 
every animal has a 100% chance of being seen during the counting. 

• The limitations of this method include undercounting, as the assumption of a detection 
probability of 1 is unrealistic, especially if the population closure cannot be established 
satisfactorily within a small area of 10-20 sq. km. 

 
Manas National Park: 

• Manas national park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a Project Tiger reserve, 
an elephant reserve and a biosphere reserve. 

• It is located in the Himalayan foothills in Assam. It is contiguous with the Royal Manas 
National Park in Bhutan. 

• The name of the park is originated from the Manas River. 
• Significance: The Park is known for its rare and endangered endemic wildlife such as the 

Assam roofed turtle, hispid hare, golden langur and pygmy hog. It is also famous for its 
population of wild water buffalo. 

• River: The Manas River flows through the west of the park. Manas is a major tributary of 
Brahmaputra River. 

 



 
Prevention of Misleading Advertisements and Endorsements for Misleading 
Advertisements, 2022                                                                 (Source: Indian Express) 
 
In News: The guidelines for Prevention of Misleading Advertisements and Endorsements for 
Misleading Advertisements, 2022, had been notified by the Department of Consumer Affairs 

• The guidelines provide for regulation of bait, free claims and children-targeted 
advertisements and prohibit surrogate advertisements. 

 
Provisions 

• An advertisement for junk foods, including chips, carbonated beverages and such other 
snacks and drinks shall not be advertised during a programme meant for children or on 
a channel meant exclusively for children 

• It states an advertisement of any goods, product or service that addresses or targets 
children shall not – 

• be such as to develop negative body image in children; 
• Give any impression that such goods, products or services are better than the natural or 

traditional food that children may be consuming. 
• It states any advertisement that offers promotional gifts to persuade children to buy 

goods, product or service without necessity or promotes illogical consumerism shall be 
discouraged. 

• Also bars Indian citizens living abroad from endorsing such advertisements that have 
been barred for Indian professionals living in the country. 

• Endorsers are required to disclose their material connection with the endorsed product 
or service, and specify duties of manufacturer, service provider, advertiser and 
advertising agency. 

• No surrogate advertisement or indirect advertisement shall be made for goods or 
services whose advertising is otherwise prohibited or restricted by law, by circumventing 
such prohibition or restriction and portraying it to be an advertisement for other goods 
or services, the advertising of which is not prohibited or restricted by law. 

 

Protest grows in Kerala against SC directive on ESZs               (Source: Indian Express) 
 
 
In News: Protest is mounting in the hilly regions of Kerala against the Supreme Court direction 
that every protected forest tract and wildlife sanctuary must have an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) 
of one kilometre from its boundaries. 
 

• Political parties and farmers’ outfits in Kerala have been demanding that all human 
settlements be exempted from the ESZ. 

 



 
Background 

• A three-judge bench of the apex court directed all states to leave a mandatory eco-
sensitive zone of one kilometre from the boundaries of national parks, wildlife 
sanctuaries and other protected forest land. 

• The court was considering public interest litigation for the protection of forest lands in 
the Nilgiris in Tamil Nadu. 

• Later, the scope of the petition was enlarged to protect such natural resources 
throughout the country. 

 
Concern 

• The total extent of the wildlife sanctuaries in Kerala is eight lakh acres. 
• If one km of ESZs is demarcated from their boundaries, around 4 lakh acres of human 

settlements, including farmlands, would come within that purview. 
 
What are Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs)? 

• Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within 10 kms around 
Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

• ESZs are notified by MoEFCC, Government of India under Environment Protection Act 
• In case of places with sensitive corridors, connectivity and ecologically important 

patches, crucial for landscape linkage, even area beyond 10 km width can also be 
included in the eco-sensitive zone. 

• The basic aim is to regulate certain activities around National Parks and Wildlife 
Sanctuaries so as to minimise the negative impacts of such activities on the fragile 
ecosystem encompassing the protected areas. 

 
Activities Allowed in ESZs 

• Prohibited activities: Commercial mining, saw mills, industries causing pollution, 
establishment of major hydroelectric projects (HEP), commercial use of wood, Tourism 
activities like hot-air balloons over the National Park, discharge of effluents or any solid 
waste or production of hazardous substances. 

• Regulated activities: Felling of trees, establishment of hotels and resorts, commercial use 
of natural water, erection of electrical cables, drastic change of agriculture system, e.g. 
adoption of heavy technology, pesticides etc, widening of roads. 

• Permitted activities: Ongoing agricultural or horticultural practices, rainwater harvesting, 
organic farming, use of renewable energy sources, adoption of green technology for all 
activities. 

 

PM GATI SHAKTI                                                                                      (Source: PIB) 
 
Context 



 
• PM Gati Shakti National Masterplan will help achieve India’s aim of USD 5 Trillion 

economy - Minister of State for Commerce & Industry. 
  
About 

• PM Gati Shakti plan envisages a centralised portal to unite the infrastructural initiatives 
planned and initiated by as many as 16 central ministries and departments. 

• GatiShakti targets to cut logistic costs, increase cargo handling capacity and reduce the 
turnaround time. 

• It is a campaign to lend more speed (Gati) and power (Shakti) to projects by connecting 
all concerned departments on one platform. 

• This way, the infrastructure schemes of various ministries and state governments will be 
designed and executed with a common vision. 

• It includes the ministries of road to railways, aviation to agriculture. This will, in turn, 
reduce logistic cost and turnaround time, and also help India become an attractive 
investment destination. 

  
Pillars of Gati Shakti 
 
Comprehensiveness: It will include all the existing and planned initiatives of various Ministries 
and Departments with one centralized portal. Each and every Department will now have visibility 
of each other’s activities providing critical data while planning & execution of projects in a 
comprehensive manner. 
 
Prioritization: Through this, different Departments will be able to prioritize their projects 
through cross-—sectoral interactions. 
Optimization: The National Master Plan will assist different ministries in planning for projects 
after identification of critical gaps. For the transportation of the goods from one place to another, 
the plan will help in selecting the most optimum route in terms of time and cost. 
 
Synchronization: Individual Ministries and Departments often work in silos. There is lack of 
coordination in planning and implementation of the project resulting in delays. PM GatiShakti 
will help in synchronizing the activities of each department, as well as of different layers of 
governance, in a holistic manner by ensuring coordination of work between them. 
 
Analytical: The plan will provide the entire data at one place with GIS based spatial planning and 
analytical tools having 200+ layers, enabling better visibility to the executing agency. 
 
Dynamic: All Ministries and Departments will now be able to visualize, review and monitor the 
progress of cross-sectoral projects, through the GIS platform, as the satellite imagery will give on-
ground progress periodically and progress of the projects will be updated on a regular basis on 



 
the portal. It will help in identifying the vital interventions for enhancing and updating the master 
plan. 

 
 


