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Answer1 Incorrect 

Solution: d) 

The West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne, single-stranded RNA virus. It is a flavivirus related to the 

viruses that cause St. Louis encephalitis, Japanese encephalitis, and yellow fever. 

Culex species of mosquitoes act as the principal vectors for transmission. It is transmitted by 

infected mosquitoes between and among humans and animals, including birds, which are the 

reservoir host of the virus. 

“Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on infected birds, which circulate the virus in their 

blood for a few days. The virus eventually gets into the mosquito’s salivary glands. During later 

blood meals (when mosquitoes bite), the virus may be injected into humans and animals, where 

it can multiply and possibly cause illness.” 

 

Answer2 Incorrect 

Solution: c) 

Aerosols: 

• Aerosols are defined as a combination of liquid or solid particles suspended in a 

gaseous or liquid 

• In the atmosphere, these particles are mainly situated in the low layers of the 

atmosphere (< 1.5 km) since aerosol sources are located on the terrestrial surface. 

• certain aerosols can still be found in the stratosphere, especially volcanic aerosols 

ejected into the high-altitude layers. 



 
• The origin of atmospheric aerosols is either natural or the result of anthropogenic 

activities 

Effects of aerosols: 

• They affect the atmospheric chemical composition. 

• They can reduce visibility. 

• They have important impacts on air quality and human health (e.g., aerosols can cause 

damage to heart and lungs). 

• They serve as nuclei for cloud droplets or ice crystals in ice clouds. 

Answer3 Incorrect 

Solution: d) 

The bilateral trade between the U.S. and India stood at $119.42 billion in 2021-22 as against 

$80.51 billion in 2020-21. Exports to the U.S. increased to $76.11 billion in 2021-22 from $51.62 

billion in the previous fiscal year, while imports rose to $43.31 billion from about $29 billion. 

During 2021-22, India’s two-way commerce with China aggregated at $115.42 billion as 

compared to $86.4 billion in 2020-21. 

Answer4 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3 

Incorrect Correct Correct 

The West Nile Virus is a 

mosquito-borne, single-

stranded RNA virus. It is “a 

member of the flavivirus genus 

and belongs to the Japanese 

Encephalitis antigenic complex 

of the family Flaviviridae”. 

It is transmitted by infected 

mosquitoes between and 

among humans and animals, 

including birds, which are the 

reservoir host of the virus. 

WNV can also spread through 

blood transfusion, from an 

infected mother to her child, or 

through exposure to the virus in 

laboratories. 

 



 
Answer5 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

SERI is the only multi-stakeholder, collaborative nonprofit organization in the world focused 

exclusively on minimizing the environmental and health risks posed by used and end-of-life 

electronics. 

SERI works to create a world where electronic products are reused and recycled in a way that 

results in resource preservation, the well-being of the environment, and the health and safety of 

workers and communities. 

Recognizing the environmental, economic, and social benefits of reuse, the R2 Standard was 

written in a way that allows for more opportunities to extend the useful life of electronic devices. 

 

Answer6 Incorrect 

Solution: d) 

Prime Minister inaugurated the country’s first liquid nano urea plant at Kalol. 

liquid nano urea is essentially urea in the form of a nanoparticle. Urea is a chemical nitrogen 

fertiliser, white in colour, which artificially provides nitrogen, a major nutrient required by 

plants. 

The product has been developed at IFFCO’s Nano Biotechnology Research Centre (NBRC) at Kalol. 

While conventional urea has an efficiency of about 25 per cent, the efficiency of liquid nano 

urea can be as high as 85-90 per cent. Conventional urea fails to have the desired impact on 

crops as it is often applied incorrectly, and the nitrogen in it is vaporised or lost as gas. A lot of 

nitrogen is also washed away during irrigation. 

Liquid nano urea is sprayed directly on the leaves and gets absorbed by the plant. Fertilisers in 

nano form provide a targeted supply of nutrients to crops, as they are absorbed by the stomata, 

pores found on the epidermis of leaves. 

 

Answer7 Incorrect 



 
Solution: a) 

Statement 1 Statement 2 

Correct Incorrect 

Youth from democratic countries come to India 

under the Gen Next Democracy Network 

programme. During the programme, they get 

acquainted with India’s heritage, culture and 

functioning of Indian democracy. 

It is conducted by The Indian Council for Cultural 

Relations (ICCR). It is an autonomous 

organisation of the Government of India. The 

ICCR Headquarter is situated in New Delhi. 

 

Answer8 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

NADI, meaning river, is an initiative to articulate and activate a collective vision of sub-regional 

cooperation in the Bay of Bengal region and with South East Asia. It recognises the region south 

of Himalayas from Ganga and Brahmaputra to Mekong as a contiguity of river basins with 

common challenges that require close cooperation beyond their political borders. NADI is also 

aimed at building confidence in the key role of India’s north-eastern region taking forward 

strategic initiatives for energy and water security in the neighbourhood and in the Bay of Bengal 

region, leading towards a vibrant and secure Indo-Pacific. 

 

Answer9 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

Hate Speech as defined by the 267th report of the Law Commission of India is “an incitement to 

hatred primarily against a group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 

orientation, religious belief and the like”. 

Under Indian Penal Code: 

• Sections 153A and 153B of the IPC: Punishes acts that cause enmity and hatred between 

two groups. 



 
• Section 295A of the IPC:Deals with punishing acts which deliberately or with malicious 

intention outrage the religious feelings of a class of persons. 

• Sections 505(1) and 505(2):Make the publication and circulation of content which may 

cause ill-will or hatred between different groups an offence. 

 

Answer10 Incorrect 

Solution: d) 

The Union government recently said that it plans to develop a framework to curb fake reviews 

of products on e-commerce websites after studying the “best practices available globally”.  

Due to fake and misleading reviews, the right to be informed, which is a consumer right under 

the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 is violated.” 

In India, fake reviews pose a threat to the consumer rights under the Consumer Protection Act, 

2019. The Act states that the consumers have a right to be “informed about the quality, quantity, 

potency, purity, standard and price of goods, products or services”. 

The Consumer Protection Act,2019 comes in to force from today i.e. 20th July 2020. 

Under this act every e-commerce entity is required to provide information relating to return, 

refund, exchange, warranty and guarantee, delivery and shipment, modes of payment, grievance 

redressal mechanism, payment methods, security of payment methods, charge-back options, 

etc. including country of origin which are necessary for enabling the consumer to make an 

informed decision at the pre-purchase stage on its platform. 

 

Answer11 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

The UIDAI, the statutory body mandated to collect Aadhaar data. 

Locking biometrics: If you are worried about misuse of your Aadhaar biometric data, you can 

also lock it from the UIDAI website. When you lock your biometrics (fingerprint, iris, and face), 

they can no longer be used for authentication.  



 
Use VID: The Virtual Identity, or VID, is a system of “Limited KYC” (Know Your Customer). This 

hides the Aadhaar number from the authenticating agency, while still confirming the identity of 

the user. This is a 16-digit number, but temporary in nature. So, unlike the permanent 12-digit 

Aadhaar number, the VID is valid only for some time. 

 

Answer12 Incorrect 

Solution: c) 

Section 135 of the Companies Act mandates corporates who are beyond a certain level of profits 

and turnover to pay at least 2% of their net profits before tax to the development space. This law 

gives corporates the necessary impetus to collaborate with non-state actors like Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs). This is a classic case 

of state-driven governance mechanism promoting collaboration among non-state actors. 

 

Answer13 Incorrect 

Solution: a) 

Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental organization which 

works in the area of electoral and political reforms since 1999.  

The National Election Watch (NEW) is a nationwide campaign comprising of more than 1200 

NGOs and other citizen led organizations working together on electoral reforms, improving 

democracy and governance in India. The campaign is active in almost all states of India and has 

been doing election watches for the State Assembly and Lok Sabha Elections since 2002. 

 

Answer14 Incorrect 

Solution: d) 

Provisions in the Indian Constitution to uphold fair and free elections in India: 

• Article 102 of the Constitution sets grounds for disqualification of MPs whereas Article 

191sets out the same grounds for disqualification for member legislative assemblies. 



 
• Article 324 of the Indian Constitution grants powers to the Election Commission of India 

to direct and control free and fair elections in India. The powers of Superintendence have 

been vested in the Election Commission. 

• Article 325 of the Constitution ensures universal suffrage and provides that no person be 

ineligible for inclusion in, or to claim to be included in a special, electoral roll on grounds 

of religion, race, caste or sex. 

 

Answer15 Incorrect 

Solution: b) 

• Anti-dumping duty is different from countervailing duty. The countervailing duty is 

imposed in order to counter the negative impact of import subsidies to protect 

domestic producers. 

• Countervailing Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on imported goods to offset subsidies made 

to producers of these goods in the exporting country. 

• CVDs are meant to level the playing field between domestic producers of a product and 

foreign producers of the same product who can afford to sell it at a lower price because 

of the subsidy they receive from their government. 

• Anti-dumping duty is a customs duty on imports providing a protection against the 

dumping of goods at prices substantially lower than the normal 

value whereas Countervailing duty is a customs duty on goods that have received 

government subsidies in the originating or exporting country. 

• Anti-dumping measures are taken to ensure fair trade and provide a level playing field 

to the domestic industry.  

 

 


