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CRASH	COURSE	–	UPSC	CSE	(PRELIMS)	IQRA	IAS	
(POLITY)	

The	Indian	Polity	segment	 in	 the	UPSC	 Civil	 Services	 Examination	 (CSE)	remains	 one	 of	 the	most	 consistent	 and	 scoring	
components	of	General	 Studies	 Paper	 I	 (Prelims).	 It	 regularly	 contributes	15-17	 questions,	 assessing	 a	
candidate’s	conceptual	 clarity	 of	 the	 Constitution,	 understanding	 of	 governance	 structures,	 and	 ability	 to	 apply	
constitutional	 provisions	 to	 real-world	 situations.	 In	 recent	 years,	 UPSC	 has	moved	 beyond	mere	 article-based	 questions	
toward	application-oriented	 polity,	 with	 strong	 emphasis	 on	governance	 issues,	 constitutional	 morality,	 institutional	
functioning,	and	current	affairs	linkage.	

“Polity	is	not	about	memorising	Articles;	it	is	about	understanding	the	spirit,	structure,	and	limits	of	constitutional	
power	—	and	UPSC	rewards	those	who	grasp	this	balance.”	

Polity	Questions	in	UPSC	Prelims	2025		
Component	 Details	

Total	Number	of	Polity	Questions	 14	Questions	
Nature	of	Questions	 Conceptual,	Application-Based	
Major	Topics	Covered	 Anti-Defection	Law,	Pardoning	Powers,	Ordinances,	Parliamentary	Privileges	
Difficulty	Level	 Moderate	to	Challenging	
Question	Type	 Mostly	Statement-Based	MCQs	
Static	vs.	Current	Affairs	Orientation	 Balanced	Integration	
Shift	from	Previous	Year	 Less	focus	on	Preamble	and	Philosophy;	more	governance-based	questions	
Ideal	Strategy	 Conceptual	clarity	+	Current	affairs	linkage	+	PYQs	practice	

10-Year	Trend	Analysis	of	Polity	Questions	in	UPSC	Prelims	
Year	 Number	of	Polity	

Questions	
2013	 16	
2014	 14	
2015	 13	
2016	 7	
2017	 22	
2018	 13	
2019	 15	
2020	 17	
2021	 11	
2022	 15	
2023	 15	
2024	 18	

Why	Polity	Questions	in	UPSC	Prelims	2025	Are	Important	
Reason	 Explanation	

High	Predictability	 Large	portion	based	on	static	content	and	established	legal	provisions	
Clarity	and	Precision	 Questions	are	rarely	vague;	well-prepared	candidates	can	answer	confidently	
Strong	Interlink	with	Current	
Affairs	

Parliamentary	bills,	constitutional	amendments,	Supreme	Court	verdicts	frequently	
asked	

Scoring	Potential	 With	systematic	revision,	aspirants	can	score	12+	questions	
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Why	PYQ	Analysis	in	Polity	Matters	
Aspect	 Explanation	

Identifies	Core	&	Repeated	Topics	 Fundamental	Rights,	DPSPs,	Judiciary,	Federalism,	Parliament	
Clarifies	Conceptual	Depth	 Tests	real	understanding,	not	rote	learning	
Guides	Study	Prioritization	 Helps	identify	high-yield	vs	low-yield	areas	
Reveals	Current	Affairs	Linkage	 Constitutional	provisions	linked	with	recent	events	(e.g.,	ordinances,	Article	370)	

Important	Topics	as	per	Previous	Year	Paper	Analysis	
Topic	 Focus	Topic	 Remark	(Frequency	in	

Exam)	
Fundamental	Rights	&	Duties	 Articles	12–35,	application	of	rights	 High	
Directive	Principles	(DPSPs)	 Classifications,	implementation	 Moderate	
Constitutional	Amendments	 Major	amendments,	key	provisions	 Moderate–High	
Parliament	&	State	Legislature	 Powers,	privileges,	procedures	 Very	High	
Judiciary	 Powers	of	SC/HC,	PIL,	judicial	activism	 High	
Constitutional	&	Non-Constitutional	
Bodies	

UPSC,	CAG,	EC,	NITI	Aayog	 Very	High	

Federalism	 Centre–State	relations,	GST,	Finance	
Commission	

Moderate	

Emergency	Provisions	 Articles	352,	356,	360	 Moderate	
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